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[00:00:00]
BK: Okay.
CM: Hi everyone, nice to see you all. We are at the mixed African-American round
table. A focus group for and by multiracial individuals who identify with AfricanAmerican or black descent. Today is May 16, 2017 and I’m going to have folks introduce
themselves. My name is Charlene Martinez and I’m Associate Director of Integrated
Learning for Social Change within Diversity and Cultural Engagement and thanks for
being here today. To my left:
KM: My name’s Kim McAloney and I work in the Educational Opportunities
Department. I identify as multiracial and black and I’m excited to be in this space with
y’all.
MG: My name’s Mackenzie Gipple, I a DC ambassador working with Charlene and I
identify as multiracial, black and white.
KD: My name’s Keyshawn Davis, KD for short. I identify as just black and white. What
else were we doing?
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CM: You can share your hashtag if you like.
KD: That’s right. #woke. Stay woke.
[Laughter]
BK: My name’s Breonna, I identify as black and white. That’s all I got.
MJ: And I’m Marwah and I am the Leadership Liaison for Integrated Learning for
Social Change and I’m here as a support role.
CM: So Marwah Al-Jilani, again, is here in a support role so you probably won’t hear
too much from here and as for myself, Charlene Martinez, I am your facilitator, one of
your facilitators today. Kim is both co-facilitating and participating and we have
another person here join us. If you want to share your name, how you identify?
JQ: My name is Justeen Quartey. I am a Junior, and I identify with she/hers/her.
CM: Oh, and your racial/ethnic makeup if you like.
JQ: I am half Guinean and half Pilipino.
CM: And thank you so much for the pronouns. I use she/her pronouns. Kim?
KM: She/her pronouns.
MG: Mackenzie, she/her pronouns.
KD: He/him/his.
BK: She/her pronouns.
MJ: Marwah, she/her pronouns.
CM: Thanks everybody. Alright, so for those who were here before, you know that this
is an organic kind of flow and space. We have some questions and you have some in
front of you. Who would like to kick us off?
BK: I like this one, the: Any stories that come to mind about belonging/not belonging?
CM: Mmhmm.
BK: And I think being mixed it’s really hard to be just light or just—it’s really hard to be
both.
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[Loud scraping noise]
You’re always judged as either ‘you’re white’ or ‘you’re black’ and I’m always
described as ‘the black girl,’ but being white is a really big part of me. So I’ve always
had that discrepancy with my white family, that I’m too black in a sense. And with my
black family I’m too white. So that’s, definitely growing up has been a sense of
belonging/not belonging.
CM: Let’s just go around the circle. Any stories that come to mind? You want to just
take a moment to think about a story about belonging or not belonging.
KD: Well, I know for me, my story as it stands is: I’ve never felt like belonging to a
group really matter because I never stuck around one place long enough to have a
certain group, I would say. I always just mixed and mingled with a whole bunch of
people although I never felt like I belonged to one group. So that didn’t bother me
because I felt like the more I was able to be around different kinds of people the more it
opened my mind up to other cultures, social aspects, dynamics, a lot. And I feel like
belonging to me, now at this point, is like ehh. It doesn’t really matter but at the same
time it is an important factor when it comes to being mixed in a sense.
JQ: I think mine’s not so much a story so like an experience of just feeling as though I’m
categorized more so as African American or black just because of the way I’m
perceived. So therefore, when I walk into Asian identified areas—like she was saying—
you’re not Asian enough. I’m exactly half and half but I just feel this sense of unwanted
and it’s not a healthy [state of] being for you to feel that way. So I think that’s more how
I feel on this campus.
[00:05:03]
MG: [Coughs] Excuse me. I really resonate with the question—or I guess statement—
Am I enough/ I am enough. Growing up I never had the black culture part of my life
because I was always with my white side of the family. Sorry my voice is a little gone.
So coming to college was very different for me; I’ve always learned to shelter that side
of me. But since being here I’ve learned that’s a really big part of who I am—being half
white and half black—and I really need to explore that. So Multiracial Beavs and other
organizations have given me that space but it’s still very hard to enter in black
community spaces when you are perceived as fully white. So I get a lot of—growing up
I got a lot of ‘well you’re lying. I don’t believe you. Show me a picture. That doesn’t
make sense,’ and so you’re always getting negative feedback from others so that makes
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you not want to identify with something that you really are. So I’m always battling that
question. Am I enough to enter this space comfortably or how do I enter that space
comfortable? Or how do I get to feel more belonging in that one community? And I
still—I think that’s going to be something I’m discovering as I grow up. Even at a
college.
KM: Yeah, I think I have a similar sort of experience; not necessarily just a story but I
think I resonate with many of what you all have shared already in terms of phenotype
mattering. And with my family being the black one and growing up in a family where
the Klan—like my grandfather was in the Klan—and so race was really important to
our family. So I think [I felt] this sort of constant otherness and it wasn’t until I came to
school as an older student and it wasn’t until I was 27 where I was in a place and a
space with people where I felt like other mixed folks. I was like wow, I’m not the only
person who’s had this experience. So yeah.
CM: So before this recording started we had someone sort of just sharing that this has
been an impactful year in terms of their identity. So I’m just sort of curious how college
has shaped your identity and what aspect of your identity if any around your racial
identity categories or identities?
BK: So recently, I’ve been more impassioned about being called black rather than
African American because when I hear African American I think ‘you’re from Africa
and you’re from America.’ But I’m 100% from America and once darker skinned people
came to America is when they were considered black. So I am black. I am very
passionate about being black because I’m not from Africa and I feel like when someone
says ‘oh, you’re African American’ I feel like it’s oppressing in a way, because they’re
saying ‘oh, you’re from Africa. That’s where the slaves are from.’ I don’t know. I just
really don’t like being called African American and there are some people who really
do prefer to be called African American. But I know you can hear some people be like
‘are you Afr—‘I’m black.’ I always interrupt. Like, I’m black. I’m black and I’m white. I
don’t know, recently it’s just been really important for me that I’m strictly black and not
African American. I’m descended from Africa but I’m not from—I don’t know. You
guys know what I mean.
[group laughs]
KM: Your experience is here [in America].
BK: Yeah, it’s 100% American.
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KD: That’s an interesting take on it. I understand. Recently I’ve actually dealt with of
couple other different things. I listened to Kendrick Lamar the other day and he was
saying—one thing that really stuck out to me was that we have to stop identifying as
the color black because that’s a color, it’s not a people. And I was just like ‘huh.’ I mean,
it makes sense because, I mean we can’t identify as African American, you know. We’ve
never known what that’s like. You can’t identify with the color black these days because
the color black is associated with dark and you know depressing, moody, brooding, all
sorts of real negative emotions and connotations in it. I feel like the color black has to be
separated from people because it’s a color, like I said. It’s not a people. And to identify
as a person as an entire ethnicity is missing out on something because they identify as a
color. And to be considered one out of 64 in a box of Crayolas is not—it doesn’t make
you unique and I’m pretty sure we’re all unique, let’s be honest.
[00:10:21]
So, [I’ve] been struggling how to identify with that. I’d say melinated, if that makes
sense, but I can’t consider myself black. In a serious aspect.
JQ: I think I—it’s interesting how you said that and how you phrased it because I
definitely understand. I’ve heard a couple people say that. I just have a different take—
excuse me—on how that goes when you have to link your heritage to it. Of
understanding that no matter which way this came black people were not form
America. Like, we did not come from this soil. We were imported into this state, or this
nation, therefore, I always feel the need to say African American, but I know the reason
I defend that so much is because my dad is from Ghana, born and raised. So it’s a little
bit of a different experience, but I’m glad that you said that because I understand a little
bit more as to why some people would feel a certain way about saying ‘I am black,’ and
‘I am this.’ And that just goes based off of assumption. You said you didn’t want people
to say ‘are you uh-‘and then they get this like pause. But from the time that I was little I
always remember we’d take the California state testing or whatever it’ll say African
American when I was at least up until the third or fourth grade it always said African
American. And by the time I got to the SATs it just said black. And I was like ‘I don’t
know if that’s a thing or if we’ve just created that to be what we claim now,’ because
now it’s almost as if we’re kind of taking the African Americanness away from us. And
the fact that some people aren’t first—or some people are first generations here so
therefore they should link that heritage to them, you know. So, that’s my opinion on
that piece.
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MG: That’s very interesting. I’ve never—I guess I’ve never really thought of the really
divided differences between those two identities and it’s hard for me to know which
one to identify as because I don’t really know where my black heritage lies. And no
matter how many times I try to figure that out I just—it’s like really unsure for me. So
do I identify as black or do I identify as African American and what does that mean?
Like I have no idea and where do you start to look for that to me is like whoa, you
know? So thanks for that insight. It gives me something to think about.
BK: I forgot to mention black is really reclaiming for me. It made me sound very
negative and angry when I was saying that but it’s like I’m taking that back and
empowering myself with it. I forgot to mention.
[Group agrees]
KD: No, you’re definitely like—I can see like—
BK: Okay good, because I was like[Overlapping reassurances from BK and KD]
KD: I wasn’t using it in like your way. You feel empowered by that, by all means what
makes you powerful.
BK: I know it’s very different for everyone; some people want to be African American,
some people want to be black and some people have their own idea of what they are. I
know. I usually just say I’m mixed when people are like ‘what are you’. I’m mixed. And
people are like ‘what are you what are you’ and I’m like ‘Mixed.’ So I understand that
but if it really gets down to it I usually say I’m black and white.
KD: People find asking me makes them uncomfortable because I tend to—I usually say
really off the wall stuff when someone asks so all the people that ask me ‘what are you,’
or people I’ve known for a while now are like ‘oop, you know what it’s time to open the
door. What are you?’ And then by that time it’s cool because I respect that they just
want to learn more about me but I hear just ‘what are you’ and kind of lead. Like at
work somebody asked me ‘what are you mixed with’ and I’d just be like ‘I don’t know,
rainbows and unicorns. A pink one.’ And they’ll be like ‘uhhh…. Okay?’
[Group laughs]
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And I just look at them like ‘you asked.’ It’s all about, you know, it’s all about what you
see and you can clearly tell I’m not one or the other, I’m in between so. That is a fun test,
to see how people react.
JQ??: I also feel in a certain way, it just, you’re never going to see ‘African American
Lives Matter.’ You’re not going to see African American Excellence, you’re not—you
know? So no matter which way it goes, we’re going to fall under the category of black.
Whether we like it or we don’t like it, that’s just the world we live in now. So like as
we’re talking about that I’m like ‘I don’t know if there’s anything I could see anything
that says African American on it that’s empowering.’ So it’s always going to be black.
[00:15:22]
KD: Honestly when you think about it, before American happened African was just
doing Africa and then, as we know, black people were everywhere even then, what did
they refer to themselves as? They just referred to where they were from, right? So they
didn’t say ‘no, I’m black,’ but I’m from a certain, specific area. So to say we’re black just
groups us all into one wax, one smear and then like, that’s not what you are though.
And I know a lot of people don’t really know what they are and that’s why when it
comes to it, like you know, specifically but I don’t. I know she don’t, she doesn’t. So
when it comes to it that’s where like, listening to what Malcom X has to say and like ‘X’
because you are pretty much an unknown variable. You don’t know where you exist,
but you know you exist. And you won’t see that—you might never see it. Honestly,
most people don’t ever figure that out so that’s why I feel like to say black is
disrespectful to the--those before me. Not after what you said at all, by any means, but
I’m just saying that’s disrespectful to those who come before me and I know like, my
grandpa comes from Texas. My grandma said at some point she was Jamaican, like
from the island, and I was just like, well I don’t know. There’s a whole bunch of other
stuff but to say black specifically and link all those unique cultures into one, I feel like,
is just not doing it enough justice. And again not—we cool.
BK: No, we’re very cool.
[Group laughs]
To go off what you said, I’m currently in a class called comparative cultures—
JQ: That’s a good class.
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BK: Yeah, it’s great. I love it. And it talks, a lot of it is about how—well not a lot—but
one of them was about Jamaica and how Africans were shipped over on slave ships to
Jamaica so there are Jamaican Africans and then I also learned about Afro-Brazilians.
There’s so many Afro or African and then something else, which I agree. It’s good to
acknowledge that culture that comes—you’re background that is also a part of being
black. But we don’t know where we’re from. And being mixed as well, there’s no name
for us, not that we necessarily need one, and so I think that’s a lot of an identity issue.
So, going along with all of this it seems like there’s a big identity issue that mixed kids
have and, okay—specifically black and white kids, I mean—because mixed can be
anything. We have an identity issue and we don’t know what to identify with and I
think that’s just how we’ve grown up in society in a very you’re either white or black
society. So I don’t know, just to throw that out there.
CM: Yeah, I forgot to mention my—so this is Charlene and I identify as Taiwanese and
Colombian but usually as Latin American and I ancestry and I have Afro-Latino roots,
right, and I had mentioned in an earlier talk that I don’t really mention that. Because I
don’t even think about it. And I think there’s this piece around erasure of our history
and our past that is an important conversation to this and so I resonate with that. So I’m
also thinking about, if folks want to talk about where they’re from, the places that they
grew up, like the environments that you grew up. Whether they be in a certain state or a
city and how that either influences you here in Oregon or not.
KD: Hmmmm, Sacramento. You want to start?
JQ: I’ll start. I think, when I said this earlier, is coming from a place where the minority
was the majority and now being in the complete opposite—I almost felt overly prepared
for something that wasn’t there. Like, I felt as if I was going to come here and there was
going to be some b—first of all Oregon State will give you the best like, official days to
show you around and the things to show you on a certain day and you’ll be like oh my
god that’s so amazing but that’s not the case. Not that I don’t love this university, I do.
But it just isn’t as racially mixed as you would think that it is. And like, I think we use a
lot of our international students and out of state students as tokenized because a lot of
them are the minorities. With that it’s just like, in high school I didn’t worry going
around trying to find people to hang out with or who understand my hair texture or
who knew the area that I grew up in and could relate to it, things like that. But out here
it’s more so that they don’t even ask the question.
[00:20:44]
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Like it’s not, ‘oh, how do you feel about this,’ or ‘why do you act a certain way,’ it’s
more so if you act that way that’s that and we’ll leave you there and we’ll stay here type
of thing. But it just depends of the community and what you’re in. Even when I go
home to this day it’s like, I go home and I act the way I do when I’m here and it’s—I’ve,
how do I say, accommodated to Oregon State so when I go back I’m totally different
and then they’re like ‘why do you act that way?’ But they adjust to it a lot faster, like ‘oh
she’s acting like because she’s been in Oregon for a little while, she’s got a little
sprinkle-sprinkle on her.’
[Group laughs]
Now it’s like, when I’m out here it’s just totally different. People just don’t accept you
the way that it is. Last time we did this was, rather than people asking me what I am,
people always tell me what I am when I’m here on campus. Back home that never
happened. It was always like ‘oh, you’re so pretty what are you mixed with?’ And
that’s usually the exact way it went every time. I could almost put a hundred dollars on
it. And it’s sad because we don’t have any cultural competency or cultural awareness
out here to where we can assume that people who come from different backgrounds. So
that would be my distinct difference between where I grew up and where I’m at now.
And it’s kind of sad but it’s also brought out a lot of character, to be very proud of what
you are and how you identify and what you carry on your shoulders. And it doesn’t
feel so much like a burden, it feels more like a privilege. Like some type of unique
privilege to you. Go ahead [Baria?]
KD: So, me, myself, and I hailing from San Francisco, California, the Bay Area. Number
one place on the planet. I grew up in one of the—so we see San Francisco as sort of
diverse, really liberal area when people ask about it. It’s one of those places where it’s
like ‘okay, you live in San Francisco, that’s cool. You pay 4,000 dollars for a studio
apartment? That’s great. You’re living the dream.’ It’s not all that is. The neighborhood I
came from was predominantly black, African American, it was predominantly
minorities period. Which was great because I felt like I learned so much just from that.
And that really shaped me to be who I am today, my sense of humor, my own sense of
personality really came from there. And back home, yes I may be a little ratchet, not
gonna lie. It gets, just the energy of the city and the energy of the people around me are
great and I just, I love it.
BK: Are you ratchet or are you what people think you are?
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KD: No see, I’m actually ratchet.
[All laugh]
I’m actually ratchet. That’s specifically my definition of ratchet like it’s bad. But I feel
like coming from—
JQ?: Charlene’s like ‘what’s ratchet?’
CM: Can you define ratchet for me.
[More laughter from group]
KD: Okay, okay, so like, really obnoxious, I would say. Like very obnoxious.
[Scattered laughter]
Just see, matter of fact, just see me in my natural habitat. I guarantee you’ll be like wow
that’s not KD. So just coming from that place, you know, even then I’ve had experiences
dealt with racism a lot because really a lot of people follow the one drop rule out there.
So it’s like, I walk into a convenience store, I’m getting followed around the store.
There’s camera’s on me. There’s a lot that goes with it, even home, even up here. Like
up here it’s not different, it’s the same. I’m used to it which is odd to say but I don’t
really find being from those two areas, like being from San Francisco and then coming
to Oregon have been a real culture shock because I found my way to maneuver and just
fit in and not fit in at the same time. Which is a paradox but I think it’s great coming up
to Oregon because it’s such a different vibe, as weird as some white people may get up
here.
[00:25:43]
Not going to throw shade but there are some pretty weird questions I get asked on a
daily basis. I feel like just being around a different energy really helps me to become a
different like—or helps me to become better as a person.
BK: That was beautiful.
KD: Thank you.
BK: Thank you.
KD: Do you want to go next?
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BK: Oh. I don’t remember what the original question was.
CM: So in the environment that you grew up in and Oregon.
BK: Okay, I grew up in Southwest Portland. Incredibly white. Very white. I went to a
really white high school, Wilson High School—oh no, is that throwing shade? Should I
not say that?
KD: No shade.
BK: [Laughs] I think my Junior year it was 5% African American/ black or multiracial
people. It was 5% out of my whole school. So that’s just to give you an idea. I grew up
with a white mom, a white step-dad. I grew up in my white side of the family and so I
never met anyone’s expectations of what a black person should be. Like, well you don’t
dress black, you don’t talk black, you aren’t black kind of things. But then when I
would—oh no like, I’m terrible at basketball and when people found that out they were
like ‘but you’re black.’ And I was like that doesn’t mean I can throw a ball into a hoop
kind of thing and it was like you’re not black but at the same time you have to be black.
I never met anyone’s expectations of what I was supposed to be. So that’s why I say
coming here to Corvallis was shockingly great because it felt like there was a lot more
people of color here, which everyone thinks I’m crazy for saying. But I don’t know, just
being immersed in, being immersed in whiteness-- that’s the crudest way to say that—I
was very disconnected. From my black side of the family also because the people I was
around made it seem like black was bad. And black was not something—black wasn’t
desirable. And so I think my junior and senior year of high school, my friend and I, we
started the Black Student Union. I think that gave me a sense of who I wanted to be and
coming here to Corvallis I want to know more about my black culture. I want to know
more about all of that. I want to know where exactly I descend from in Africa, I want to
know all of that. I’d say, I think Corvallis was a breath of fresh air because of my
history. I dealt with a lot of racism, like stuff that I didn’t even know was racism, like
microaggressions. I dealt with a ton of microaggressions throughout my life. Yeah, I
don’t know. Is there anything else I should touch base on?
KD: No. I think you, I think you hit it. Hit all the points. But one thing you said about
when you said that people said you’re black so you should play basketball, if you ever
just, ever. If you ever just want to freak somebody out whenever someone asks you
what you are you explain. Tell them the most off the wall random activity you can think
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of. Like, somebody asked me ‘what do you do?’ and I was like ‘oh, I fly fish,’ and they
were just like ‘what?’
[Group laughs]
It was just so appalling and they were just freaking out. Like, what is that, how do you
do that? I was like, ‘you know what fly fishing is. You’ve seen people do it before so
how do you not know what it is?’
JQ: You just assume I don’t do it.
KD: Exactly, you just assume I don’t do it so you think I do it differently. And I just find
great pleasure in that. I relish in it.
BK: You like to mess with people’s minds.
KD: I do. I love messing with people.
JQ: But I also feel that’s the case also on like—and this has, not to knock you Katie but I
feel like it feeds into the fact that [to] a lot of people on this campus, you cannot be black
on this campus and not once be asked if you’re wearing Oregon State paraphernalia are
you an athlete. You cannot.
KD: True.
JQ: You cannot walk on this campus and not be asked that at least one time. And there
was—this is really sad because I’m wearing it right now—but I legit, for my first and
second year would not wear anything Oregon State affiliated because I hated that
question. Like, I hated feeling like I couldn’t be part of this campus unless I was an
athlete. Even athletes would ask me like ‘oh I’ve never seen you at the Beth Ray center.’
Yeah, because I’m not in there! Like, I don’t need to study wit’chall. I don’t need to like,
I just don’t need to do that. I’m here for academics, I’m on an academic scholarship and
that’s just what it is. It’s just, it’s really sad but I don’t know if giving people an off the
wall answer [starts laughing]
KD: Yeah, no totally.
JQ: --is the answer to fixing that issue on this campus. Or if it’s going to wake them up
and say, look stop asking people that.
[00:30:44]
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It’s just sad because I can literally not name one black student, at least black student on
this campus, that hasn’t been asked that.
KD: Yeah, same.
JQ: Even in stores. Like, I’ve gone to Fred Meyer and been in checkout and they’re like
‘oh, are you an athlete?’ And I’m like, yo I am so tired of this question.
BK: Especially like when you wear tennis shoes and normal athletic wear.
JQ: Yeah!
BK: That anyone else would wear.
JQ: Yeah! Like we’re not able to—and something so like nitty-gritty like I can’t wear
certain things because then I’ll be assumed I’m this. Like, I can’t wear my skin color
because I’m assumed I’m this. Like I just can’t do nothing right.
KD: Honestly, that question has never been so real because—okay this might be kind of
self-incriminating but whenever I go to parties with Jerome [sp], me and Jerome [sp?]
have like a certain dynamic duo to us. Jerome never wears athletic wear to a party. He
might wear a hoodie or he’ll just wear a t-shirt and some pants. And like the last couple
nights we’ve gotten into some altercations because people ask him ‘yo, are you an
athlete?’ He’s like ‘why I can’t just be black?’ They’re like ‘uhhhhhh…’ and they just
shocked at the question and they look at me and I’ll just be like you put this on yourself.
So really what can you say? But like, just for people to ask that question just to be sort
of—I think the way it is, is because if you aren’t an athlete then what are you really
doing here. I think a lot of people be like why would you come to Corvallis because
there’s not much to do. This campus and town pretty much and they’re just like [why]
are you here? And I think a lot of people just don’t understand that, yo big cities aren’t
where it’s at. Suburbs and small towns you get the most concentrated effect of a place.
And so, I don’t know.
BK: Have you been asked that Mackenzie?
MG: No, if I’m an athlete? I’m too short.
[Laughter]
BK: I’m definitely, and I’m ashamed to say this, I’ve seen a black person in athletic wear
and been like hmm must be an athlete. I’ve never asked that but I’ve definitely thought
OH 18 ~ MULTIRACIAL BEAVERS ~ FOCUS GROUP, AFRICAN AMERICAN MIXED
HERITAGE

13

that before. Like I’ve see them and I have the same thought, like why are you here. But
people think that about me all the time, I assume so. I’m def—yeah.
KD: Especially if you’re out of state student. Then it’s like, really why are you here.
You’re not supposed to come here-BK: To Corvallis, Oregon.
KD: Then it’s definitely like, had to be here for athletics otherwise there’s no reason you
should be here. And it’s like, dude I don’t like California. I just wanted to come up here
for a second.
KM: I wonder, connected with the question you asked, I’ve similarly grown up with my
white family and in very rural, white spaces so I think coming to Corvallis was the
first—well outside of my time in Georgia. Like we lived in a super racist small town,
but on Sundays when we went to church our church was a black church so I felt like
there was some community there. But we were only there for a couple years so coming
here to OSU was like all these people. Like when you go to an airport, right? You go to
the airport and you’re like there’s people right here!
[Group laughs]
CM: Not Portland Airport.
[All laugh]
KM: Even Utah, like Salt Lake City.
JQ: I [unintelligible] wanted to go there. I was freaked out.
KM: And so I wonder as we’ve been having this conversation, right? Like, oh you must
be an athlete to be here I wonder from my experience I have felt like it’s a ‘you’re not
supposed to be here.’ Like the only way that you can be here is if you’re an athlete and
if you’re making the institution money. That’s a philosophical sort of thing too, but
there’s this piece that you can’t be here not for that, so why are you here. You don’t
belong here. And that’s my experience in these constant sort of white spaces I think that
question is that constant pushing and othering and belonging. Specifically not
belonging.
[00:35:02]
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MG: That’s interesting. I think going off that, like why do belong here thing. I grew up
in a very small town, like population 2,500, if you’ve ever heard of Estacada it’s very
small. Very white dominated. And I maybe grew up with two black people. That’s—I
really can think of two. And when I think about ‘why’re you here’ that’s why I ask that
question. Like, you’re in a town with all white people? How are you here? And I’m not
saying that you don’t belong, but I’m just actually curious like how did you get here
and like how’s your experience different from everyone else’s, you know what I mean?
One of them was my best friend growing up and I’m always—like, I never thought ‘you
don’t belong here’ but now bringing that up, now I’m thinking back at like ‘how did
you get to this small white town? But then, coming to Corvallis where, like I never
knew there were other people who were mixed so growing up I didn’t know what
mixed even meant. I didn’t even know I was mixed, so coming here I don’t even think
about that question. Because this is a more diverse place then where I was growing up.
Here seems way, way more diverse and I don’t ask that, I guess as much. I don’t notice
that. So it’s interesting that you asked that question, like now because to me it’s a little
bit different. If that made sense.
[Group affirms it did make sense]
KD: Sort of a funny side note—no, no, no, like that was great.
MG: Thank you.
KD: Funny side note: I just want to say on the record, thank you EOP for the
opportunity, but went to Washington DC and—so that was my first time going back or
going to a place where I saw like--. I was back in a city, number one. That felt great.
There was a lot of diversity in Washington DC, like a lot.
KM: Chocolate city.
BK: Did you say chocolate? Oh yeah!
KD: There was some chocolate. There was definitely some chocolate. [Laughs]
BK: There’s dark chocolate, there’s caramel, there’s everything that—there’s toffee. It’s
great.
[KD and KM laugh]
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KD: There’s everything. Wow, chocolate. You caught my drift. But going back was—or
going to that place was, I just couldn’t describe it. Just being there, just being in a city.
And then we went to—what college was that?
BK: George Washington.
KD: George Washington College. I was shocked because just being there for a weekend
or a few days had me wanting to move to Washington DC, like it was that incredible of
an experience. And I feel like that’s how people kind of go to, go to places. I feel like
that’s how people figure out like ‘this is the next step in my life, this is where I want to
go’ just from a visit. And it only takes like seven seconds to register, you know, this
place is dope I want to move here. Even—I’m still making plans to move to DC after
this. I don’t know. I don’t know.
BK: He said ‘we’re going together. We’re moving to DC, it’s happening’. Don’t cancel
on me.
KD: I feel like she’s flaking on me.
BK: Don’t cancel on me!
KD: I still want to go. [BK laughs.] But I just—like that to me is how people migrate and
move to different areas and I feel like coming to—like when I came to START in July to
go to OSU I was like ‘wow, I want to be here.’ Even though it’s raining, it’s sunny, it’s
sunny and raining at the same time, why not? I need some rain in my life and that’s
how I ended up coming to OSU. So that for me, even still somedays I ask myself ‘why
am I here?’ Because, I mean just look at it. It’s sunny now but six months ago it rained
for like ever so, I don’t know. I think that’s how it works. I think that’s how it works.
CM: I have a couple questions and feel—don’t feel like you have to answer any of them.
So, one of them is: do you feel like you have to justify or qualify your blackness in black
spaces? And then the other one I asked last time--[Door shuts HF enters]
Well hello. Welcome. Is do you feel, and I asked this last time, do you feel like OSU,
there’s space—there’s a multiracial consciousness at OSU in different spaces? Whether
they be cultural centers on campus that people know about and can talk about holding
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space for multiracial people. So, either question. I would like first actually to welcome a
new folk, person. Would you like to introduce yourself?
HF: Yes. My name is Hevani Fifita. Do you want me to say—I am African American,
Tongan, German, and Irish.
KM: And your pronouns.
HF: She/her/hers.
KM: Thank you.
[00:40:00]
JQ: Can you repeat that second question again?
CM: The second question is: Do you feel there’s a multiracial consciousness in different
spaces at OSU? That people know about multiracial people.
JQ: In different spaces yes, in class rooms no. I think when I walk into a CRC somebody
can—because we’re trained to be multiracially conscious and racially aware. You don’t
get the job unless you’re racially aware. That’s just the honest truth. For someone who’s
actually worked in two different CRCs, the Women’s Center and the Black Cultural
Center, I would never look at someone that was multiracial and be like ‘oh you’re just
one thing.’ But I also wouldn’t be the one to sit there and try to play a guessing game
and be like ‘you might be this you might be th—but I’ll ask. Be like, so what are you
mixed with? But when I’m on campus it’s—when I’m in classrooms on campus it’s
totally different. I don’t think—professors don’t have racial awareness, unless it has to
deal with like ‘oh, you’re struggling in this course therefore I should give you this
leeway’ type of thing. I feel like that’s when they’re like ‘oh, I’m tokenizing you’ type of
thing. Students in classrooms, you’re just another black body that’s in the class room.
Whether you’re mixed or you’re not mixed you could be standing next to—and this is
no offense to dark skins—but you could be sitting next to the darkest person on this
campus and you are in the same box as they are. So I don’t think that there is, in my
opinion, and in my experience. I’ve always felt that way.
KD: I think when it comes to justification, I’ve never had to justify myself based on how
I talk, how I look. They’re just like ‘alright [snaps fingers].’ You are who you are
because I’m not about to argue with you about who you are. I’m not doing that, we’re
not doing that period. So when it comes to justification I feel like no. I’ve never had to
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justify myself to any group and if at any point I felt like I did, I didn’t need to be a part
of that group. Period. At all. Now when it comes to a multiracial conscious, I can’t say
that it’s naturally there because a lot of people will just either assume and assuming
makes an ass out of you and me. So to make the guess of what I am and to just kind of
box me [against] what other people, I feel like that by itself is just wrong. And then for
the CRCs, I think to have—like she said. It’s pretty much trained that you have to be
aware that, you have to pay attention to that. And I feel like if we didn’t have CRCs this
campus was just as it is, there wouldn’t even be a racial conscious for minorities. It
would just be geared towards white in general. I feel like there just wouldn’t, even if
you were on this campus as a minority, as a diverse, as a different race then what is
predominant here, you just wouldn’t be acknowledged. Period. And so when it comes
to questions in class like ‘who can tell me about some of our leading figures?’ and you
just happen to know some of them are African American everybody’s going to look at
you like ‘who is that?’ but they’re like, probably some of the greatest people in history
so I feel like that also is one thing. Being singled out like that. Being singled out just
because of your skin tone, just because of who you are, who you identify as is what’s
wrong the conscious here. Because it’s not like you can be very knowledgeable in both
fields of where you’re at, what you’re mixed with. You’re just, you just happen to be
black so you must know about black people. And that’s just how it is.
CM: So we’re getting close to time. But I invite you to choose—take a question that’s in
front of you and just sort of—take something, there’s different questions around the
table. Take a question in front of you or one that you’ve just been burning to answer or
ask and take this time just to leave it all on the table, so to speak. Hevani you just joined
us, would you like to start?
HF: Sure. Okay. Should I start now?
CM: Yeah.
HF: Okay, so ‘how do you feel you’re perceived?’ So I definitely feel like I’m perceived,
like, not who I am, just based off like—so like a lot of times people see me and they like
see how I dress and they see that I’m light skinned and I’ve been called like ‘oh you’re
just a white girl who tries to act black.’ Or like, ‘you’re not black enough.’ Or, ‘you can’t
speak Tongan so you’re not Tongan.’ Or that kind of stuff. So I definitely feel like
people perceive me as being like ‘I’m trying to act my race’ even though I am my race.
But either way that’s problematic in a lot of ways because I don’t know how you can act
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a certain race? Because I didn’t realize there was one way to act a certain race. That’s
annoying.
[00:45:41]
And that’s been really hard for me because regardless of trying to be like—I just try to
be like ‘you know whatever. You’re just ignorant.’ But it still makes me feel bad
regardless because I kind of feel like if they perceive me that way, does everyone see me
that way? If I’m not black enough, how do I act more black? It’s been hard for me
especially since in Oregon people all kind of look and dress the same and act a certain
way. Coming from California I feel like you would know what I’m talking about. It’s
sort of an Oregon vibe that I definitely do not fit in with so like that even makes it hard.
So I’m just struggling to like make sure I don’t care how people perceive me and I just
act who I am. But it’s really hard. Especially when I’m so tied to my culture, if I feel like
people think that I’m not even from that culture and people think I’m not even
representing that culture in a good way it’s just really hurtful because I try so hard to
like, do that in a good way, I guess? I don’t’ know. So that’s something I’ve been trying
to work through. And it’s been better, like in high school I was [sunken]. But I’ve been
growing and just trying to go my way and not feel like I have to be a certain way or act
a certain way and act like myself. And because I’m multiracial I’m going to be different.
Like, I’m not going to act like the certain way that you’re supposed to in a certain race.
I’m multiracial, I have so many things about me, I’m unique. So I act like me and I act in
a way that maybe you’re not used to but that’s just something I’ve been working on and
trying to work with. Just not let people make me feel bad about myself or where I come
from or my culture. And I don’t really care how I’m being perceived, I’m working on
that because I feel like that will make me feel better in the long run.
KM: I think I’ll go with the same question. I think people—The longer I’ve been in
Oregon the lighter skinned I’ve gotten, the lighter I’ve gotten. And so depending on
where I’ve been in different parts of the country people think different things. And I
think people tend to think that I’m something which evokes lots of questions but until I
get to a place where I might disagree with something and no matter how I am in that
disagreement, maybe just trying to start a conversation like ‘can you tell me more
about-‘ and then instantly people perceive me as the angry black woman. Which is
interesting because I think, I don’t think I come across as, like even my personality I—
anyways. So I think people have a hard time identifying what I am which then causes
interesting sort of reactions and engagements sometimes. But then this piece that if I’m
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any way in this sort of upset and something have something different to say that I just
become the angry black person. On this campus particularly.
MG: Going off the idea of perception, I think it’s hard for me to walk into spaces and
say that I’m mixed because it’s not like—most often the first thing people think is ‘oh,
you’re probably like white/black.’ And I don’t—that’s never been a thing. There like
‘you’re probably some sort of European’ you know. Something else other than
everything else but black. I just feel like I’m never going to be comfortable saying that in
any space, which is really sad for me. Or at least, I don’t know how it would feel that
way, because no matter how many times I enter into black communities or black spaces
I still don’t feel like I’m fully accepted as myself and I always have to choose how I
interact with people or I’m always like kind of on the back wall kind of like just
listening, being in that community. I’m not comfortable interjecting my own
conversation just because I feel like if I do say something they’ll be ‘well, how do you
know? You’re not really black enough to say something like that.’ It just makes it really
hard to figure out who you are when you don’t feel a part of who you are. And I don’t
know how to resolve that. Even though I keep trying and trying to figure out who I am
and where my heritage lies and enter myself in these spaces, I don’t know if I’m every
going to feel a part of that space. Yeah.
[00:50:52]
JQ: I think I definitely resonate with Mackenzie and just understanding at this point
that there’s been a lot of growth coming in from your freshman to your junior year. You
almost get burnt out a little bit, of trying to find where you belong and you’re just kind
of like stuck now? I think that’s where I am right now, is just like BCC has always been
where I found as home and APCC just wasn’t that for me but I never gave it a shot
really, honestly. And because of that and because I did that so early on it just won’t
become that second home for me. And as much as it’s hard for me to explain that to
people or explain that to my parents, especially my mom, being Pilipino she sometimes
takes that to heart like ‘why don’t you identify as this?’ And you just don’t understand
the different struggle of coming off as ‘you are black.’ And that is it. And it’s not as
though the APCC community hasn’t invited me or felt welcoming, it’s just I fit into this
box in America, in Oregon State students, faculty have created and that’s just where it
is. Even being invited to this table to do this talk, I think if this were held in the APCC
it’d be a little different for me. So I think that’s the journey I’m taking and how I’m
being perceived and I’m honestly okay with it for now. I think at some other pinnacle in
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my life I’ll figure that out, when my kids probably are asking me like ‘so mom, what are
you mixed with?’ and that’s when I’m really going to have to bring it all out but for
now I’m okay with where I’m at.
KD: I think one thing I need to say that really—and this touches on this question too—
where do I find comfort and community at? Being in BCC has really been, I guess, my
place that I love to be in. I’m in here pretty much every day. And that’s one because I
feel like I can’t get this experience anywhere else on campus because this is where
people that look like me, in a way, feel what I feel, see what I see and do what I do. This
is where we all like, we laugh, we talk, we just have this family here and the same with
Justeen. My grandma is probably the most influential person in my life and she’s just
completely white but she’s been around the neighborhood so long everybody just
knows her. She’s just an honorary black person. It’s crazy watching her walk around,
but she’s been there and she even knows. She’s like ‘I know why you don’t identify
with this part because that’s not what you do.’ She knows, me and her, we have our
own relationship but she knows I just can’t identify with that and I just won’t ever be
able to because I look how I look and I talk how I talk. And for me, being in BCC has
definitely made that more prevalent but it’s also made me understand who I am.
BK: My question is: Do you feel that your identities conflict with each other? And my
step-dad is from Alaska and my older brother is as ignorant as it gets. So I feel like a
sort of responsibility when it comes to the white community. And I try to educate my
family without coming off as—in their eyes—a social justice warrior, like the angry
black woman. And I’ve kind of given up on them because if they don’t want to listen,
I’m not going to force them to listen. So my white identity kind of conflicts with my
black identity because it is so important to me, just people of colors’ rights and when
my family, like the people I grew up with don’t want to listen and they don’t want to
support it that is one of the most painful things ever.
[00:55:35]
And just hearing, I don’t know. For example, reading something racist on social media
that come from a white person, that hurts me because I feel obligated, in a sense. And
then also hearing about another person of color getting gunned down, that hurts me
too. And I—It’s just they’re so, I don’t know. I feel very, I feel very conflicted between
both sides but I’ve also, I don’t want to say I’ve given up on my white side because that
is such a big part of me and helped me understand and learn my black side so I think
I’m just very conflicted as a mixed kid, right now.
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CM: Thank you all for sharing. I’m passing out a blank post card and you’re going to
grab a marker and you’re going to write an affirmative statement to yourself and you’re
going to start with either ‘I am’ or ‘you are’.
[Sound of cards sliding on table]
And that is how we will close.
[Muffled conversation as markers scratch on paper]
And if you’re done writing you can share.

JQ: My name is Justeen and in closing I wrote ‘You are welcomed.’ I think that’s a big
part of me that I need to work on in these next couple years is understanding that I am
welcomed into different spaces and not all spaces are going to be comfortable for me.
But just know that it was—this world was made for you and I and I am part of that I.
MG: I wrote ‘You are always growing.’ Because I usually write like ‘you are enough’ or
‘I am black enough’ and I just feel like I can’t resonate with that right now but I can
remind myself that I’m always growing as an individual and that I’m always
attempting to find myself a little bit more and that’s okay right now.
HF: Okay, so I put ‘You are a rock star’ [Laughs]. So, I just think this is like, kind of
encapsulates being unique, being me, being awesome. So this is rapper Lil’ Uzi Vert and
he always says ‘I’m a rock star’. And he just literally wears whatever he wants, his hair
is crazy, but like he looks genuinely happy with himself. Like he just looks like—him
and his girlfriend will just be walking down the street like they look so cool and so I
kind of like that whole thing of like ‘I’m a rock star.’ That’s who I am. I’m unique, I’m
me and I’m about to walk down the street not looking like I care, happy, smiling.
CM: Who was the reference that you made?
HF: Lil’ Uzi Vert. He’s a rapper. Yeah.
KD: Yeah.
HF: You might like him [laughs].

[All laugh]

CM: I’ll look him up.
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JQ??: No you won’t. Don’t look him up.
MJ??: Charlene asked what ratchet was.

[HF laughs]

CM: Well I just wanted to get an accurate definition.
KM: I wrote ‘you are whole.’ Which I think is what I wrote last time I did this activity
but I think I’m reminded in this space in all the ways that I feel like we’re asked to
choose or it’s chosen for us. Our identities. I think this sort of space to be and bring my
whole self and be my whole self with other folks that hopefully also feel like they could
be their whole self has just felt really good and really affirming.
[01:00:17]
KD: Quick question. Can I have a new post card?
CM: Yes.
KD: Because I want to do a different one.
CM: Absolutely.
KD: Thank you.
CM: Breonna?
BK: I wrote ‘Your identity is just one piece of the puzzle that creates you.’ Because your
identity may be a lot and have to do a lot with your life but people like to define you
because of that one puzzle piece and I just think that’s unfair and I just wanted to bring
awareness to it because it’s only one piece of you. That there’s so much more behind
what you look like.
KD: Is it my turn? Okay. I put ‘You are water.’ I’m about to get real deep. So I put water
because you’re fluid, you adapt, you fit the mold that you are but you also cannot be
contained and at the same time you are essential and necessary. Stay woke.
[All snap]
CM: And he dropped the mike. Thank you for participating. You’re all beautiful inside
and out. Thank you very for allowing me to facility this great conversation.
[01:01:33]
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