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HESE are stirring days. The war is over. Japan is preparing to
consolidate and safeguard the results of her great victories; and
China, who has been watching with ever wider opening eyes her
neighbour's prowess and conquests, is now wide awake ; there
is a sound of human going in the air, and the whole land is
stirred and swept by a spirit of change and progress. What can be the interest,
some will ask, or the profit of retailin-g a bit of Chinese history, half a
century old, dealing with events which history can never repeat again in the
same order or the same connection? My apology is threefold. First, that
chapter of history has not, I believe. anywhere been recorded with any
fulness of detail as history, save in a brochure of my own, written twenty-two
years ago, and which appeared in the columns of the Celestial Empire.
Secondly, there remain very few eye-witnesses who can relate from personal
observation the events of the T'ai-p'ing inroad.
Thirdly, when it is
remembered (as I shall presently relate) that the T'ai-p'ing programme of
reform for China anticipated the larger number of the particulars of reform
now agitating China, my narrative cannot be deemed uninteresting nor
wholly out-of-date. I propose, therefore, to place my story, rewritten in
more permanent form, in the pages of the ~:AST OF ASIA.
It is a matter of pathetic interest to know that in the proclamation
issued from Nanking in 1860 by the " Shield King," Hung Seu-tsuen's wisest
and noblest adviser and general, foreigners were never to be called
opprobrious names, missionaries were to travel and live and preach everywhere, steam-boats were to ply on all the waterways, and railroads were to
intersect the country. Fire and life-insurance companies and newspapers
were to be freely introduced for the good of China; soldiers were forbidden
to seize the goods of the people in the villages ; the Bible was to be
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introduced as a text-book in the public service examinations (probably
bringing with it, as Thomas Taylor Meadows anticipated in 1857, the study
of the Sacred Book in its original languages), and, finally, the definite elevation
in the status of woman was not merely introduced into a proposed programme
but was actually begun under the T'ai-p'ings in Nanking. Some genuine
enlightenment and some true patriotism must have been stirring in the minds
of the. leaders in the rebellion, though the mass of their rank and file
(so utterly unlike the Japanese arlny, conspicuous for individual and yet
combined heroism and courage,) became a mere rabble with no ambition but
that of rapine. The T'ai-p'ing armies resembled rather in their disorder the
contending French and English armies in the fourteenth century. One
most notewortly feature must be mentioned here, namely, the farseeing
policy of the T'ai-p'ing leaders, making them ignore pressing danger before
their very faces, with the hope of future advantage and success. To adopt,
in what aimed at being a popular movement, the religion of the detested
foreigner required no little serene and deliberate courage. In 1854 a body
of two thousand men from the south coming to join the T'ai-p'ings, went
over to the Imperialists rather than become Christians by compulsion; and
at the same time the rebel leaders, desiring above all things the friendship
of the foreigners and notably of the English, yet loved China better; so
much so as to avow the policy of the annihilation of the opium trade, though
then, as still, England's Indian Governmental monopoly. These points
must be recalled again and again whilst we watch the desolating inroad of
the T'ai-p'ings. \Ve repudiate, however, the idea that the rebellion was a
Christian movement in any sense of policy influenced directly by Christian
teaching and principle; and it was well that Christian Powers had the chief
hand in suppressing this utterly un-Christian movement. Let us in all
fairness notice, on the other hand, as some excuse for the feeble ineptitude
of the Imperial forces, and the certainty that but for foreign aid the ruling
dynast}' would have been completely overwhelmed by the T'ai-p'ings, that
when the rebellion began China was suffering from the loss of power and
prestige in the first disastrous war with England and the incubus of the
compulsory payment of a heavy indemnity. And further, that when the
rebellion \vas at its height a second \var seriously shook the power of the
Manchus. So badly paid were their troops that at the outposts the
I rnperialist soldiers used frequently to fling their swords over to the
T''ai-p'ings, who pitched back sycee silver in return.
My special subject in these articles is Ningpo under the T'ai-p'ings and
I must endeavour, first, to give to my readers some idea of this great City of
the Peaceful Wave, and some brief sketch of the T'ai-p'ing Dynasty and its
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enterprise, before I show the city in conflict with the invaders; and then
the enforced quiet for a few months ; followed by a fresh struggle and the
ejection of the conquerors. The people of Ningpo have ever spoken with
pride of her threefold line of defence, rendering the city, as they believed,
unassailable by land or by sea. These not wholly empty boasts were uttered,
it must be remembered, before the advent of modern methods of warfare,
But with adequate land and sea forces to protect her, the city would, even
by Western po\vers, be difficult to take. The Chinese point first to the outer
line of natural ramparts, the amphitheatre of hills, some of them rising to
t\VO or three thousand feet, and encircling the plain in the midst of which
the city lies. The hills shut in the plain 011 all sides except the north-east
where ten miles of coast open out, but with water so shallow and so
constantly retiring that war-vessels of any considerable draft could not
approach to throw troops on to the muddy shore, commanded as they would
be on one side by the forts of Chinhai sweeping the curving coast; and on
the other by possible forts on the Crouching Dragon Hill to the north-westward, There is indeed a back \\I'ay which has been carefully surveyed,
along which a force landed' near Nimrod Sound could attack Ningpo in the
rear, but the chivalrous Chinese, though themselves occasionally executing
strategic movements to the rear, cOInplain that it is certainly not la guerre in
its noblest form to attack your enemy from behind. Should a force, however,
penetrate into the plain and th~eaten the city, the second line of defence
faces the invader. The city is completely surrounded by water, with the
exception of a narrow neck of land at the North Gate, scarcely a hundred
yards wide, and which was strongly stockaded against the T'ai-p'ings, Two
branches of the river Yung, meeting off the East Gate and flowing thence
twelve miles to the sea, wash two faces of the six miles of city-wall ; and the
other sides of the wall are defended by a III oat, in some places almost as
broad as the river itself. The last and innermost defence is presented by
the massive city-walls themselves, consisting of solid earthworks faced
inside and out with granite, twenty-two feet thick at the base and eighteen
at the summit; and though the loose brick embrasures at the top were easily
demolished, the wall itself was found practically impenetrable by the heavy
British guns in 1862. Thus lay this City of the Peaceful Wave (as its name
implies) under the bright autumn skies of 1861, listening tremblingly for the
daily gathering rU1110UrS of the approach of the T'ai-p'ings, There was no
army in the field, and in the city only a small and ill-disciplined garrison.
The Imperialists had no sea-power save the semi-piratical, semi-Imperialist
fleet of the notorious leader, Ah-pack, at anchor outside the mouth of the
river, or cruising in sinister fashion outside Chusan, and totally useless for
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defence. This fleet was, as [ describe it, at the disposal of the. Government
when well paid and when specially needed ; at the disposal of Admiral
Ah-pack himself fill' the piratical ranging 'If the coast at other times. Inside
the city-walls, the ancient "Heaven Sanctioned Pagoda" tapered still 1 xo feet
heavenwards : but its guardian luck availed not to avert the danger.
The T 'ai-p'ings
were advancing. It
was the eleventh
year of their evervictorious
inroads
into thirteen out of
the eighteen provinces of China.
The leader of the
rebellion and the
would-be founder of
the new dynasty,
Hung Seu-tsuen,
was born just
ninety-two years
ago in a village
thirty miles northeast uf Canton. The
family is said to
have attained to
great distinction in
former times and
...... ~ll. 1 one of the ancestors
of Hung Seu-tsuen
fought as generalissimo of the Mings
in their last great
struggle m the
T'IKS fONG T'AH, THE HEAVES APPOINT~:() PAGODA, SI:-:I;Pll. seventeenth century,
a memory which may have aided in stimulating his hatred of the
:\1anchus, and, where known, must have added greatly to his own
prestige. His father was a Hakka and though headman of his village
was only a poor husbandman, but his son having shown marked ability was
carefully educated , and he distinguished himself in the preliminary
examinations.
He failed, however, repeatedly at the final trial for his
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degree; no sure or necessary mark of incompetence in a candidate, when we
remember that for the degree of . .S iutsai with thirty "vacancies," if I may
use such a word, there used, on the average, to be a thousand competitors:
while for the second degree which qualifies for office, with eighty or ninety
vacancies, there would be at least ten or fifteen thousand competitors. I
speak here, of course, of the regime before this antlus 11lir.abt"/is A.D. 1905
which has seen the beginning of what Inay be a stupendous revolutionary
movement in China, namely the abolition of the system of public competitive
examination for civil and military degrees, which has obtained probably
since the second or third century of the Christian era. Had Hung Seu-tsuen
lived a hundred years later his bitter disappointment and failure, caused, he
felt sure, by bribery and favouritism, might have been lost in the excitement
of the New Learning.
Some accounts state that Hung Seu-tsuen did succeed in both of the
two first degrees but that when qualified for office a continual bar and ban
seemed to be upon him preventing his appointment. In the year 1833, as
he used to relate. he met a strange-looking being, a foreigner, for the first
time, in the streets of Canton. I n all probabilty this was Morrison whose
centenary we hope to celebrate next year. Morrison came to China
in 1807 and died in 18 36. On the occasion mentioned above, and during
subsequent conversations with this foreigner, and with Leang Ah-fah,
Morrison's most faithful but illiterate convert, Hung Seu-tsuen was
presented with Christian tracts and books. These he laid aside without
reading them for three or four years, but in 1837 after failing again in his
ambition for office, he fell ill for forty days, and saw visions which were ever
after quoted by' him as the cause and explanation of the Great Rebellion.
A being appeared to him, so he asserted, with the imperative command to
destroy the imps (that is, the Manchus) and the idols, but to spare the
people. Twenty-four years later, at Ningpo, we heard the echo 'of these
voices. "Don't fear," said the T'ai-p'ing soldiers, as they rushed through
the streets with drawn swords, "we only fight with the Manchus and the
idols; you people need Hot be alarmed." The war of 1842 between England
and China opened the eyes of Hung Seu-tsuen to the power of the strange
foreigners, one of whom he had se~tl in Canton. He bethought him of his
long-neglected books and studying them he seemed to find a confirmation in
their pages of his visions. Most certainly he found nothing there about the
hatred of enemies but rather the duty of love. The folly and sin of idolatry
he would find exposed and denounced, but all evil to be removed "not by
might nor by power," not by armies nor by fire and sword "but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts" ;-50 the kingdom of "Great Peace" was to
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come. For a time Hung Seu-tsuen turned to nobler pursuits. His friend
and first convert, Fung Yun-san, an earnest simple-minded man, helped
him to found in K wangsi a Society of Worshippers of God, renouncing
idolatry and abjuring the glory and pleasures of this present evil world, A
moving and pathetic picture this presents to our fancy, stretching back
through sixty years. This little band of seekers after God, by
night on the hill-tops. without image or incense or temple or outward
display, bending Iow in worship and prayer before the true Shaugti, the
Lord and the Maker of the" higher heavens," those" heavens full of stars"
soaring over their heads.
A 11 answer most certain ly carne for all who
prayed there in sincerity and truth, for that Eternal Power has promised
"I said not seek ye Me in vain." 111 1847 Hung Seu-tsuen applied for
baptism to Mr. Roberts, an American Baptist Missionary at Canton, who
was still living when I reached China, and who joined his pupil in ~ anking
later on in his career, and strove in vain to stern the progress of his
downward course.
Baptism was deferred then as the hope of mission
employ seemed the chief motive ; and this Inay finally have alienated him
from the restraint of Christian teachers. Meanwhile iconoclastic leal attracted
the notice of the mandarins ; and in 1850 the little band had to stand on
their defence against ragged Imperialist soldiers sent to attack them. They
were successful in their first encounter with the Imperialist troops, and the
news spread like wildfire through South China. Hung Seu-tsuen was almost
compelled to take the lead; and raising- the standard of the Dynasty of the
Great Peace, crowds flocked to his banner. Defence turned into attack; he
became a military leader of conspicuous ability, and a g-reat conqueror, but
the scourge and devastator of his net.tive land. It has been often urged that
had Mahomet encountered Christianity and Christian professors worthy of
the name, instead of the contending sects and the growing superstition of
the degenerate Christianity which he did know, his career might have been
wholly changed.
The two men and their circumstances were totally
different; but for Hung Seu-tsuen also it may be urged that had he had
more careful teaching and wiser counsellors and, it must be added, had he
possessed any adequate appreciation and application to his 0\\'11 conscience
of what he did know, the T'ai-p'ing rebellion might indeed still have become
a fact of history, but he would not have led it. He started at length
on his terrible career; to end thirteen years later in defeat, despair and
suicide.
In the first three years after his encounter with the Imperialist
forces described above, the T'ai-p'ing forces fought and burnt their \vay
through Kwangsi, Hunan (" Hunan has been trodden in dust and ashes,"
says a contemporary Imperialist Decree), through Hupeh also and Anhuei
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up to ~ anking, which vast city they stormed on March 19th, 1853, and
occupied for ten years.
Twenty thousand Manchus were killed in the
sacking of this city. At that time the total T'ai-p'ing strength was estimated
at from sixty to eighty thousand trusted adherents, divided into five
armies, besides a hundred thousand- at least of non-combatants doing duty
as porters, trench-diggers and artificers.
The whole movement \vas
subsequently swollen by reinforcements from the Triad, White I.,By, and
other secret political societies; and it is worth observing that the accession of
these motley crowds, most of whom were either without any religion at all,
or devoted adherents of the God of War, must have exerted a powerful
influence in neutralizing and eventually obliterating the religious elements in
the earliest bands, which I noticed above. Comparatively little is known
from personal observation of the religious character of the movement during
the years that elapsed between their first taking up arms and their contact
with foreigners at Nanking, at Soochow, and at Ningpo. Probably, in
.addition to the heterogeneous elements to which I have just alluded, the very
fact of taking up arms professedly for the violent and compulsory
propagation of the religion of Him who died a violent death to save men
from ruin, gradually blighted, as in such cases ever takes place, the early
Christian element. When I was preparing to leave England for China in
1860, the tidings, confused and belated in those days of comparatively slow
communication, describing a great national movement in favour of true
religious and national reform, stirred. I rernem bert my heart to the depths,
and I prophesied in youthful orations, as we are disposed, perhaps, often to
do in early life, on insufficient data. And even when I reached China I found
that sorne experienced missionaries were disposed to regard the movement
with sorne hope notwithstanding the excesses of the T'ai-p'ings,
But
the opinion of one of the most sober of these observers. at first favourably
prejudiced, was that the rebels at Ningpo whom I describe in this article,
and the same was true, it is to be -feared, at that period of the T'ai-p'ings
everywhere, had no real religion, were worse than the heathen. and lacked
almost entirely those two bright features in the Chinese character, education
and politeness.
Now the great conquering horde is advancing. In 1854, with two
streams of war, one issuing from Nganking and one from Nanking, they
move northwards till, when within only twenty miles of Tientsin, the Tartar
horsemen under the leadership of San-ko-lin-sin checked their further
advance. Returning slowly and capturing city after city in Chihli, Shantung,
Shansi, and Honan, they were beleaguered in Nanking by Imperialist forces.
Hard pressed and on short rations, and crippled by the terrific fights among
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the followers of the different subordinate kings in ~ anking, when thirty
thousand were slain by violence and stratagem-s-yet in March, (86o, they
suddenly broke through the cordon; and then followed the most brilliant
achievement of their long campaigns. They advanced, a comparatively
small body and in light marching order, rapidly on Hangchow : stormed
the outer city, sacked it, and after three days of pillage and bloodshed, and
the awful spectacle of the Governor hanging himself in despair over one of
the city gates (I have heard from the lips of an eyewitness who himself
with difficulty escaped death how unspeakably horrible those three
days were), the T'ai-p'ings evacuated the city, wheeled round, passed at a
long distance the Imperialist host lumbering heavily in pursuit; and
when the Imperialists had reached Hangchow to find it desolate, in flames
and deluged with blood, the T'ai-p'ing victorious host reached Nanking".
By a sudden assault they swept a\\'a)' the half-defended Imperialist
forts and encampments, and annihilated for the time being the Imperialist
power in that region, seventy thousand Imperialist soldiers laying down
their arms and joining the rebel flag. Soochow now with a large part of
the province of Kiangsu fell under their s\vay. In Ig61 two auxiliary
armies, one apparently from Soochow and one from the southwest, moving
down the Tsientang river, invaded the fair province of Chehkiang. They
were determining, if possible, to secure the long-felt want of a seaport, and
friendly intercourse with Western Powers ; a hope which seemed impossible of
realization at Shanghai, through the hostile attitude assumed by foreigners
there. After their repulse from Ningpo and expulsion from Chehking,
which I am about to relate, they swept through Kiangsi into Fuhkien; and
thus from first to last at least thirteen out of the eighteen provinces of China
Proper felt the power and the blighting influence of their presence. Samuel
Mossman, in his story "The Mandarin's Daughter," speaks of an area of
26,000 square miles, representing I ,200 miles of latitude and 600 miles of
longitude, as traversed by the T'ai-p'ings, and of ten million lives sacrificed
ruthlessly in this struggle. Dr. Hawks Pott, in his Chinese History, gives
what is I fear the far more probable estimate of twenty million lives lost.
When I reached Ningpo in August, 186 I, the city had recently been
inspected by Captain Goodenough of H. M. S. "Algerine " and some formidable
pieces of English ordinance were placed by him on the walls, Even then
great anxiety was felt in the city and country as to the approaching storm.
Shortly after rny arrival I went for a ten days' trip into the country with my
brother, Bishop Moule, almost the only other surviving witness of the events
which I relate, to visit some of our country stations, and specially to visit
the city Yiiyao, thirty miles inland, where it was proposed that Mrs. Moule
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and myself should reside and work, The beauty of the country in those
bright October days I can never forget, set as that beauty was all the more
vividly in pathetic loveliness against the black cloud of apprehension and
panic rising and mounting China's sky. The second rice-crop, the first
already garnered in early August, lay in deep, yellow-brown masses covering
the plain and running into the lower hill-valleys and on the terraces of the
hills. The hills with infinite variety of forrnation were bright with autumn
flowers, wild pinks, gentians, bluebells and the flower of the teaplants, and
we passed through groves of the persimmon with its hanging red and yellow
fruit; and over all stretched the clear blue arch of the sky. But nothing
could be more pathetic than the expression of gnawing anxiety and
tyrannous suspense which we noticed on all sides. Every village we visited
greeted us with the eager questions, " Are they really cOIning?"
Is there
any fear; need we fly ?" "Whither shall we go to escape the long-haired? "
What could \ve reply so far as human hopes and help were concerned ? Yet
these poor people had time to listen to our message and to show true
Chinese courtesy and friendliness. As we passed through a small village we
noticed an old man who had climbed a persimmon tree with the help of a
ladder and was busy picking the fruit.
"Will you sell us a fe\v?" \ve
shouted to him, " Sell?" he replied, "take some, and welcome," and he
deftly threw some down for us to catch and eat. We thanked him heartily,
but as we parted with a few words of farewell \ve little thought that in a few
months' time that harmless, peaceful village would be burnt and, as they
told us near, all the inhabitants put to the sword by the ruthless invaders.
When we returned to Ningpo we found a panic in the strong city itself.
T'ai-p'ing spies had been discovered and arrested; and some with great
shouting were executed on the parade-ground in front of our house. It was
known that the rebel hosts were on the move, that Shaouhing was threatened,
and that the avowed intention of the leaders was to attack Ningpo. The
city walls looked brave and warlike, fluttering with flags all round the six
miles' circuit; but no display of bunting, no amount of cannon or musket
practice, could arrest the sad and headlong exodus which now commenced,
and ceased not till the city fell in December, when out of the original four
hundred thousand inhabitants there remained scarcely twenty thousand
within the walls. N umbers fled by junks and lorchas to Shanghai; and a
large proportion of these fell a prey to the pirate fleets hovering all round
the Chusan islands; others fled to the hills and country villages and met
there even a worse fate than those who stayed in the city. November,
generally clear and crisp and bright, was wet and cold and gloomy ; and it
was an inexpressibly melancholy sight to meet the crowds of fugitives
U
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hurrying through the dripping streets, with despair on their faces. The
crowding was so great on the second of November that a woman was
crushed to death crossing the old bridge of boats. We began to lay in
store as for a siege; rice, and all provisions which always follow the lead of
rice, rose rapidly in price, and the Mexican dollar exchange one week
reached 1,800 cash. On the third of November news arrived of the fall of
Shaouhing; on the fifth the gates of Ningpo were shut early and so every
succeeding day till their opening for the T'ai-p'ing inrush. On the sixth
Lieutenant Huxharn and his officers rode round the wall at the request of the
Chinese Protection Guild, and the rumour spread at once that a thousand
redcoats were corning to defend the city. But on the ninth Sir Frederick
Bruce, having sent positive orders not to interfere with the T'ai-p'ings, and
the French Consul having refused help in consequence of his quarrel with the
Chinese admiral, the panic and the mad exodus resumed their disastrous
course. The unfortunate authorities did their best to put the city in a state
of defence, especially by strengthening the innermost bulwark, the solid walls.
On the ninth of November, when walking on the broad platform on the top
of the walls, we observed bamboo cranes fixed ready to let down heavy
beams of wood, bristling with iron or wooden spikes, on to the head of the
assailants. On the twenty-second, Funghwa, a hsien city to the southwest,
less than thirty miles distant, was reported as taken by a great contingent
under Fan, the second in command and a mall of great energy and courage.
The main body, under Wang, were advancing on Yiiyao and Tszch'i to the
northwest. On the twenty-fourth a terrible and ominous calamity occurred.
The apron-strings of a man working in a powder factory accidentally caught
fire and the whole place ble\v up. Thirty or forty men were fearfully burnt
and scarcely any recovered, though tenderly nursed and doctored by my
brother and a missionary doctor living near.
Nineteen members of
one family were among the sufferers; and a grandfather, son and grandson,
lay close to one another in agony and SOOI1 in death. The owner of the
magazine, driven mad by his calamities threw himself into the canal but was
rescued just in time, .A hundred days before this event a similar explosion
had destroyed another of his sheds. He went into the country with his
family, and the house where they were staying \vas burnt down. He had
returned to the city this very day to look after his business when this second
explosion took place. But such sorrows and calamities were soon swallowed
up in the great flood of misery corning in as by an earthquake wave. On
November the 25th Yiiyao fell, and a great fire in the southwest alarmed
us at night. Next day \ve heard that three thousand houses had been
destroyed and that the rebels might be on us by noon. Two Englishmen
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arrived on this day from the country; they had seen the rebel chief" and
brought papers with them. stating that if foreigners left them alone foreigners
would be unmolested. On the 29th my wife and I left the city and crossed
to the north bank of the river in accordance with the Consul's direction that
all who could not speak Chinese fluently should quit their intramural
residences, and we were hospitably housed for some time by the American
Presbyterian Mission on the north bank. We crossed the river daily. however,
and entered the city for Chinese study until two days before the city fell.
On this same day, November 29th, the gunboat " Kestrel," with the foreign
Consuls on board, steamed up the right branch of the river to Yiiyao to hold
a parley with the rebel chiefs. Suddenly we saw vast columns of smoke
rise to the northwest, evidently from the proud and rich city of Tszch'i,
only twelve miles off. At nightfall we heard that the Tsing-da-kwun, a
temple which was the glory and the pride and the luck of all that region.
had been burnt to the ground. Now by the Ningpo Taotai's order houses
in the North and East Gate suburbs were fired lest they should afford shelter
to the enemy. The crash as they fell one after another sounded ominous
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on the evening air. That fire blazed unchecked for nearly a fortnight; and
the whole of the vast and rich suburb from the East Gate to the old bridge
of boats was swept away. The" Kestrel" was now seen returning. She
brought ample promises from the T'ai-p'ing leaders that the foreign settlement
should not be touched. nor foreigners molested, nor the people wantonly put
to the sword; promises which, considering the untamed rabble composing'
the conquering army, were for a time fairly well observed. On the first of
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December a man well known to liS appeared in a chair carried by four
bearers at Mr. (afterwards Bishop) Russell's house. He had come with
almost foolhardy bravery as a messenger from Loh Sing-Ian (a rich merchant
at Tszch'i, the purveyor to the British forces who occupied Ningpo under
Sir Hugh Gough in 1844, a sworn friend of foreigners and now compelled
by the T'ai-p'ings to govern his native city for them). This city though it
had opened its gates to the invaders and had welcomed them by a submissive
deputation was half destroyed by wanton incendiarism. Loh Sing-Ian had
sent our Chinese friend at the imminent risk of his head, with rebel uniform
actually worn under his outer robe, to buy silk and deliver letters to Mr.
Russell, requesting the loan of his pony on which to ride in triumph to the
city, and announcing the near approach of a hundred thousand" brethren."
Mr. Russell, with a mixture of ready wit and truest courage, seated himself in
the chair, made the messenger fall in behind as a servant, and riding thus
saw him safe back beyond the Imperialist lines. Loh Sing-Ian subsequently
became Taotai of Ningpo and did what he could to keep faith with foreigners,
sending them warning of the final act of hostility and treachery. Eventually,
to our profound shame and distress, he met with a sad and tragic end after
the expulsion of the T'ai-p'ings whom he had unwillingly served. When
Ningpo was retaken in May, 1862, the old man took refuge on board Captain
Roderick Dew's ship. His safety was guaranteed by the British; but the
old man presumed too much on the good faith of the new Imperialist
magistrates in the city; and though often warned he walked freely about the
streets of Ningpo. He called on his English friends, leaving presents of
the delicious arbutus fruit, ripe in July, till one day he was decoyed into
the chief yarnen of the city; his message of earnest entreaty for some
foreigners to come and help him was delivered too late; and when help did
arrive Loh Sing-Ian was already dead by the cowardly treacherous stroke of
the men whom the dead man's friends had befriended and rescued from the
merciless T'ai-p'ings,
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On the seventh of December we crossed the ferry as usual and went
into the city and made pretence to study the language; but application to
study was not easy with the Chinese teacher himself trembling and shaking
on his chair, and the air full of rurnour and alarm, The peril was near
indeed; a knock was heard at Iny brother's door, and Mr. Rankin, with
whom we \vere lodging on the further bank of the river, ran in to say
that the T'ai-p'ings in force had been sighted outside the \Vest Gate called
the "Gate looking towards the Capital," on the map, and that as the city
gates were being shut \ve must run for it, if we were to reach the settlement
in time. We started, therefore, at once. There was a great tumult at the
Salt Gate, "The Gate of Peace and Righteousness." Soldiers were trying
to keep back the panic-stricken crowd and to shut to the great leaves of the
city gate. As we hurried up the heavy cross-bar of the gate slipped out of the
soldier's hand and fell close to my wife's head, a most merciful escape from
certain death. Mr. Rankin who foJlowed half an hour later \vas let down over
the wall in a basket. This kind friend of ours was the first to descry through
his binoculars from the West Gate the pennons of the advancing host. He
handed the glass to the commandant. The old soldier gazed; and then with
an Ah JJak, alt yak, ilk yah! yet louder and louder, he handed back the glass
and prepared for the worst, On the eighth of December, a still, fine day,
with haze covering the distant hills, we heard heavy firing from the southern
side of the city. The rebel hosts were preparing for assault; and as they
showed themselves from time to time the Imperialist gunners on the walls
brought their pieces to bear and fired. A loud noise duly followed and the
boom on the still air sounded formidable; but the fire was for the most part
absolutely harmless-the balls too small, or rammed carelessly home, rolled
out as the gun was depressed, and dropped tamely on to the ground before
the roar of the explosion. We attended service in the North Bank Chapel
that morning, December 8th. The preacher was late, and someone else began
the service. Presently he appeared, not a little hurried and excited; and no
wonder, for the rebel chief commanding outside the North Gate, U The
Gate of Everlasting Prosperity," had called at our friend's house and
walking with him along the river bank the party had been descried
by the garrison. They fired, this time without the necessity of depressing
the gun as it was at such a distance, and a ball came whizzing over
their heads. On the ninth of December we rose early and watched first
the awful fire at the East Gate, still blazing. Suddenly we saw flags
waved on the wall near the Salt Gate which was just opposite to our house.
The rumour flies about that the T'ai-p'ings have stormed successfully in the
early morning and secured a footing on the south wall. In rushes a friend
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to say that he has seen them storm the North Gate.

Now two Cantonese
war-junks which have been anchored near that gate, hastily weigh, and with
a harmless parting shot of'cowardly defiance they hurry down the river on
the ebb tide. and do not return for five months, and then only under the
stern of British warships. We watch frorn our verandah; horsemen with
~ay colours, shouting and careering, ride rapidly under the wall from the
~ orth Gate.
Suddenly they rein up, and walk their horses slowly and
cautiously. The British gunboat" Hardy" has her 72-pound pivot gun run
out in an ugly and threatening manner, They pass her range; she is silent;
and then with a shout they scamper to the Salt Gate which they find open
for them. The North Gate was so strongly stockaded that, though the city
had fallen and the defenders fled, they could not at once enter by that gate.
Rut just beyond it, on the face of the wall connecting the North and West
Gates, a short but brilliant fight had given the city to the T'ai-p'ings. They
had noticed the great beams of wood prepared for their destruction; and
ransacking the houses near, the storming-parties secured tables with thick
mattresses and coverlets spread over them. They then swam the moat,
floating these tables vith their scaling ladders by their side, rushed under
the walls, and received unharmed the beams on to the wadded tables
wherever the garrison had the heart to lower them. III an instant the
ladders are fixed and the T'ai-p'ings like wildcats have mounted. The
garrison with a shout and a scream breaks up and flies, and throwing off
their outer jacket (their only uniform) they rush in among the terrified
crowds in the streets, hoping thus to escape the sword, N O\V we hear one of
the church-bells rung violently in the city, a preconcerted signal in case
of imminent danger. 1\\'0 of the missionaries cross at once, and return after
some time with strange and stirring tidings. The slaughter in the city was
not very great, though many dead bodies were seen; but the rebel bands,
consisting largely of lads trained to bloodshed from childhood, foreboded
grave danger. Most of the mission houses had been entered and the churches
broken into; and our own mission house where my brother was on guard
alone was overrun by these wild and eager visitors. Our mission schoolboys
housed there for safety, were tied tail to tail and were being led off as sheep
not for slaughter but for training in slaughter; several valuable articles were
appropriated; and but for the arrival of one of the leaders, U Little Looking
Glass" by name, who knew foreigners well, and who with his riding-whip
drove off his rabble soldiers, violence would have followed, Many of our
Chinese converts were carried off from the streets or from the chapels where
they had taken refuge; and only the bold attitude of two missionaries who
guarded the house where Mrs. Russell with her girls' school was still
remaining inside the city, prevented violence there also. On the tenth I
went into the city and spent some days and nights with my brother.
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E were undisturbed as \\'C passed through the streets from the Salt
Gate tu the Little Parade Ground mission-house, our home. But
the men whom we met with shaggy heads-(the T'ai-p'ings
abandoned the queue to let their hair gro\\' long, hence their
common name the chan..g-mno or "long-haired ")-and with drawn swords
and variegated uniforms, looked ready for any outrage at the shortest
notice, or with a bold leader's signal. I found a soldier sitting in our hall,
and subsequently squatting to warm himself by our dining-room fire. He
had been stationed there by "Little Looking-Glass" to warn off intruders.
In the afternoon Sir Harry Parkes called, and Captain Corbett of the
" Scout." Sir Harry had come to interview the T'ai-p'ing leaders. His
seventeen years in Japan had not dulled his vigorous and idiomatic Chinese
talk; and on this afternoon, Decem ber loth, he ga ve the chiefs \\'ang and
Fan a portion of his mind so energetically as to excite their mingled
astonishment and admiration, It is probable that this exhortation led the
T'ai-p'ing leaders to facilitate the removal to the settlement of all the foreign
residents within the city, and also to connive at the removal, by the
missionaries, of a large number of refugees, both Christian and heathen.
This process of uprooting and removal occupied the next ten days. They
were days of great anxiety and of no little danger. I spent most of the time
in the city with Iny brother and our colleagues in planning and carrying out
this exodus. I was told off to COl1\'ey to the veteran English Baptist
missionary Hudson, the Consul's and the Admiral's orders for the evacuation
of the city. On reaching the mission-huuse near the East Gate I found it
shut fast and barricaded. After long delay the old gentleman carne down
from his fortress and let 1l1C in. He demurred strongly to carrying out the
order I had brought him ; and proposed to obey it only yery deliberately.
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"See," he said, "my house is full of refugees, I cannot abandon these poor
people; and how can I ever get them all safely out of the clutches of these
ruffians?" He then related to me a recent experience of his. On the morning
of the capture of the city he was conducting prayers with these refugees,
thirty or forty in number. He sat with his back to the door; and hearing
the door open he was surprised at the look of horror which passed suddenly
over the faces of his audience. He turned and saw T'ai-p'ing soldiers with
drawn swords at the door. He then rose, bowed low to his visitors, informed
them that he was engaged in divine worship and begged them to enter.
"But, stay," he said, "these poor people are timid, and the sight of your
weapons renders them nervous and uncomfortable; kindly allow me to take
charge of them for you." So with the utmost courtesy, he disarmed them,
locked up the swords in an inner room, and made the soldiers sit down. He
then gave the whole audience a long expository discourse; and finally
returning the swords to the soldiers he begged them to act gently and justly
towards the people, and not to come back and frighten his flock. They left
without any violence or insult, and with many expressions of approbation.
Mr. Hudson eventually left the city, walking very deliberately, and his whole
company were safely landed on the further shore of the river.
During the second night which I spent in the city my brother and I were
alarmed at eleven o'clock at night by a disturbance at the back of the house.
Presently a gentle knock was heard. We opened the door very cautiously,
fearing some armed intruder, but we were met only by a young Chinaman
and his wife, standing there trembling, They had scaled our garden wall when
the city fell, let themselves down into the well, and there had stayed listening
in terrur and without anything to eat for two days and t\VO nights. They then
climbed the rope, and reached the top; and now they claimed protection.
Three days later I started with one of the passes granted by the T'ai-p'ing
chief') for our people to be transferred to the settlement. We interpreted the
phrase "our people" very freely, so that this young couple and t\VO men and
a boy besides, all non-Christians, formed my party. All went well till we
reached the Salt Gate, when a burly T'ai-p'ing ran after us, seized me by the
shoulder, broke a stick over the backs of the III ell , and ordered them and the
woman back, declaring that we should not go out. My little band were
terrified and wanted to return : but with indignant and not, I fear, very'
idiomatic Chinese I told the man who I was, and that they were my people,
that I had permission from his chiefs, and that I would go. The man was
obstinate and shouted loudly; and I was not a little alarmed, but we moved
forward and the great T'ai-p'ing let us go. Having seen my poor trembling
friends safely into the ferry-boat, I returned into the city alone; and looked
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with some apprehension for my gigantic assailant to appear, but he did not.
After this event it was arranged that foreigners should never venture out
alone in charge of refugees. \Ve were able first and last to rescue hundreds
of people from a life of misery, oppression and danger" in the city. Special
refuge-homes were provided in the settlement; I was appointed treasurer,
and received hearty co-operation and liberal help from the merchants. On
one occasion Mr. Dodd of the American Presbyterian Mission and I took out
a party of fifty-five men, women and children, who had been up to that date
housed in one of the American mission-chapels. There was a great downpour of rain; and the streets were flooded; much to our discomfort as it
appeared at the time, but really' much to our advantage, for the rain kept the
soldiers in doors. I led the van and my friend had the post of honour
in the rear. To excite pity and also to ensure his own personal safety, a
very small Chinese dwarf marched just behind me at the head of the
column. He was nearly drowned as it seemed in the deep pools of water,
but eventually we got all safely out of the city. To show the absolute
security in which the T'ai-p'ings lived at this time, and their contemptuous
ignoring of any idea of Imperialist attack, Mr. Dodd and I were late one
evening in entering the city; the gates were shut; and failing to make any
one hear we procured a ladder, scaled the wall, and descended into the city
and met no one all along the streets except a harmless lad. On December aoth
we finally evacuated the city. Mrs. Russell was escorted over the river by
Captain Corbett and the Consul in person; and from that day till May 26th
1862 we were shut out from our houses; and our work was nearly at a
standstill. An old beggar woman, well known in the streets of Ningpo, met
with a melancholy fate about this time. She had saved after long years of
begging some seventy or eighty dollars. These beloved pieces of silver she
feared to take away and could not abandon-" where her treasure lay, there
her heart was also." She hid them in a coffin which she had managed to
buy in her deep poverty, and had deposited in her hovel; like Nelson's
L'Orient-coffin in the state-room of the Victory." She closed the lid carefully, and then resumed the air of abject poverty and misery. Alas! a
mischievous neighbour through a chink in the wooden partition sawall this.
He went off, and undertook to lead the T'ai-p'ings to a treasure trove if they
would allow him to share in the spoil. They consented; and the party went
straight to the coffin, rifled it, and then left the poor old woman in her
despair to hobble out of the city and die in misery under the wall.
Strangely fell our Christmas Eve in 1861. The city and neighbourhood
seemed fairly quiet; so at the consular interpreter's invitation I went with a
missionary friend to search for holly. We were late in starting, and had not
U
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allowed sufficient daylight for our adventure. \Ve crossed the city, and
when near the south gate we met Fan, the second in command, on horseback.
He was well mounted, and looked full of energy, and a thorough soldier.
He reined up and wanted to know what we were doing. .. Only going for a
walk," we replied; and so with a friendly salutation he passed on. This
brave and able leader was shot dead at the recapture of the city on May loth.
We were soon benighted, and had despaired of finding the holly, when my
friend who was in front discovered it by running his head into a holly-bush.
We cut off boughs in the darkness, and were delighted on reaching home to
find quantities of berries on them. But the desolation of the country was

OLD BRIDGE OF BOATS, NINGPO.

terrible indeed, and the number of dead bodies very great. We had found
now our holly, but we had lost our way. We saw a solitary light in a
village which was almost deserted. When we knocked an old man came
out. "Could he lend us a lantern?" "Yes, but he had no candle." He
then kindly offered to guide us, and further on in an old temple, which had for
some reason been unharmed in the general destruction of all idol-temples
(though the Confucianist temples were spared), we secured a candle. The
state of Chehkiang and most of the thirteen ravaged provinces of China
would best he described in the words of Isaiah; .. Here cometh a troop of
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men; the city is fallen, and all the graven images of gods are broken to the
ground." Our walk horne was one really of great peril. We passed under
the walls ; \ve heard the watch being set and the guard changed twentyr feet
above us. Had they seen or heard us walking by they would in all probability
have stoned us or fired on us as spies. We reached home at last at 8 p.m.
and both our rooms, and the gunboat on which I gave service next day, were
adorned with our hard-won holly.
The rebel chiefs at first were anxious to maintain order, and many
soldiers were beheaded when caught in the act of plundering. A soldier
arrested by foreigners committing an outrage on some poor neighbours was
executed instantaneously on the parapet of a bridge by order of the "king."
I can see him now as he passed by through the parade-ground, led off for
trial by the foreigners; neither they nor I anticipated the speedy vengeance
\vhich fell upon him, The next day another man was caught under similar
circumstances; and the captor, shrinking from the terrible responsibility of
leading him to certain death, produced a stout shillelagh; and summoning a
petty officer of the T'ai-p'ings bade him belabour the private if he did not wish
him to be beheaded. The officer did his part so thoroughly that the private
howled for mercy, and for the time being, I imagine, almost wished he was
beheaded.
Early in 1862 symptoms of dissatisfaction and unfriendliness showed
themselves amongst the forces in the city. The chiefs hoped to be able
to control the Customs since they had seized the port; but foreigners
demurred to paying any customs at all under such a nondescript regime; and
of native traders there were none. The chiefs had promised to restrain their
men from visiting the settlement so as to avoid complications; but small
bands persisted in crossing; and they were treated with unnecessary
roughness and even violence in the Settlement, and the friction and irritation
increased. . On January r jth Admiral Sir James Hope arrived and a salute
was fired when the Consul called on board the Admiral's ship. The T'ai-p'ings
\vere greatly excited and alarmed at this, one result of which was violent
stone-throwing from the walls, which nearly succeeded in knocking over the
writer. Earlier than this, as we heard subsequently from a man \vho had
spent four months in the city, the rebels were greatly alarmed by the minute
guns which were fired when the news of the Prince Consort's death arrived;
"l'he shadow of his loss drew like eclipse,
Darkening the world."

Dark days indeed they were for us all; for just at this time war between
England and the United States (already convulsed by the Federal and
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Confederate internecine conflict) hung in the balance of ominous uncertainty.
This was the winter also of a great snowstorm, a phenomenon which the
people of Ningpo connect with the advent of big ships of war; a similar
snowfall having occurred when the English seized and occupied Ningpo in
the winter of 1843. The weather was intensely cold, the thermometer
standing at only thirteen degrees above zero in my room with a fire burning
all night. The severity of the weather kept the T'ai-p'ings quiet for a time;
but they observed January aoth, Hung Seu-tsuen's birthday, with great noise
and display. The weather could not numb British energy for we played
hockey on the ice which covered the broad moat near the North Gate. In
February rumours abounded. San-ko-lin-sin, the great cavalry leader of the
north, was reported as near at hand with 250,000 men; but he never appeared.
The people themselves, however, began to writhe and struggle under the
incubus of their oppressive rulers. On the fine plateau of Da-Ian-san, the
"Great Mist Mountain," three or four thousand feet high, native patriotic
levies, the" White Caps," were gathering and drilling. The rebels generally
succeeded in breaking up and destroying their combinations; and the acts of
vengeance and bloodshed among the beautiful western hills no one can fully
describe", for scarcely any survived. I heard, however, from one who escaped
of what her experience was ; and hers \vas I fancy but one instance out of a
countless multitude of similar horrors. With her child clasped to her bosom
this woman rolled herself down a hillside so precipitous that the pursuers
dared not follow ; and thus, shaken and bruised and half-dead, she escaped
from their ruthless hands. This child (living, I believe, still) has repeated
scripture to me many a time. But once at least, and that some time before
the roar of English guns was heard, the White Caps" triumphed savagely
over their hated foes. There is a pass over which I have often walked
in spring-time, the stillness broken only by the notes of the cuckoo, or the
tinkle of the mountain streams, or the woodman's axe on the hillside, or the
creak of the water-wheels in the riceflats lower down, This pass and this
great curve of lofty hills which sweep round and prevent the possibilitr of
turning it, (one lofty summit near is called "The plot close to heaven,")
rang once with shouts and groans and the stone path was red with blood.
"Little Looking Glass" was advancing with the intention of penetrating
into the rich valleys to the east of this pass. The" White Caps" assembled
in force; and as the T'ai-p'ings wound round the zigzag path which climbs
the pass, they rolled down great rocks and pelted the soldiers with stones
from the summit, The rebel musketry fire was of little avail as the "White
Caps" had shelter behind rocks and walls. The battle raged for some time;
but at last, 300 of their number having been mained or killed outright, the
U
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rest broke and fled, "Little Looking Glass" himself narrowly escaping with
his lift. He soon returned, however, with a strong body from Ningpo and
his vengeance was savagely complete. A town of 10,000 people, where we
have now mission-work carried on, was burnt down; and the whole of the
long, lovely valley, eight miles in extent, bowery with mulberry groves, was
blasted by fire, or the precious trees were ruthlessly cut down .
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But the time of deliverance was drawing on. The T'ai-p'ings daily
committed acts of impudence or violence at Ningpo. They stoned the
Vice-Consul's home under the city wall; they fired a shot into the
Presbyterian mission-house in which we had earlier been lodged; and other
bullets entered the girls' school-room, most providentially however when
the girls were away at dinner. They threatened another missionary with
a spear and were only deterred from further violence by his energetic
shouting and brandishing of his stout walking-stick. On March 27th I was
deputed to accompany Mr. (afterwards Bishop) Burdon, with a large cargo of
rice sent by friends in Hongkong for the relief of our Christians in the
country. We had a rough time of it being pelted twice by the T'ai-pings at
the inland customs barriers; but we accomplished our enterprise without
serious mishap. We found the populous and beautiful Saen poh plain
groaning under the yoke of the oppressor. While I was sketching on a hilltop behind our mission-station some of the people came up to watch and to
talk. "The T'ai-p'ings," they said, "are taxing us in an exorbitant manner;
seven cash a day for a youth, ten cash for an adult, and off with your head
and down with your house in flames if you refuse to pay! The T'ai-p'ings l
they can never pacify the empire or found a dynasty, only yOll English can
do that." This glorious plain was fearfully ravaged later when the rebels
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were exasperated by their defeats at the hands of foreigners and by the
native rising. I have myself seen ponds and pools which had been filled not
101l~ before with the bodies of women and girls, who had drowned themselves
to escape from T'ai-p'ing hands. But as \ve returned in the soft sunshine of
the spring afternoon I shall never forget my surprise at the cheerful call of a
countryman ploughing his fields, unmoved as it seemed by the desolation
around him, or by the fear of corning evil.
And now the crisis rapidly approached, and rumours, and then grave
peril gathered thick and fast. Round Shanghai the danger was great; the
French Admiral Protet was killed in a sortie against the T'ai-p'ings, and the
English Admiral was wounded. The T'ai-p'ing soldiers in Ningpo, expecting
an attack daily, were said to be tying up their booty in bundles as if for
flight. On April 23rd Fan, the second-in-command, returned from Nanking
with great triumph and jubilation. He had gone thither to lay at the foot
of the "throne" a report of the capture of Ningpo and of the occupation of
Chehkiang; and he returned with the title of king" for himself and for his
senior comrade-in-arms. The ebbing tide was rushing fast; and the sight of
a hundred and more gaily decorated boats sweeping past us, with the
garrison turned out at the East Gate to welcome their " king," \vas striking
and ominous. Loud salutes were fired and, 110t for the first or last time,
with ball-cartridge. \Ve saw the little French gunboat U Etcile," which lay
at anchor near the East Gate, in commotion, Her big gun was run out and
loaded. Had she fired it might have been the death-knell of foreigners on
the Settlement side, and of the crowd of Chinese refugees. No wonder the
Frenchman was excited. Three Chinese wel·e killed by that volley; and a
score of bullets passed, it was said, over the" Etoile." But evening fell; the
jubilant T'ai-p'ings withdrew inside the city; and the crisis for the time
passed by. The next day I went into the city with my brother and Mr.
Rankin to visit our mission-houses, No harm befell us; but I was heartily
thankful to be safely out again. Three days later the corvette" Encounter,"
mounting 12 guns, and the gunboat" Hardy" steamed up the river from
Shanghai, with Captain Roderick Dew in command, He was the bearer of
an ultimatum from the British Admiral, and an offer of terms to the
T'ai-p'ings. We had just bidden farewell to Mr. and Mrs, Russell, who were
compelled to return to England on furlough after thirteen years' continuous
service, and with failing health. The sailing ship" Harvest Home" with our
friends on board was dropping down the river when she met this little
squadron steaming up. Mr. Russell could not restrain his anxious interest,
and persuaded the captain to put him on shore and allow him to run back to
enquire what the demonstration meant, Captain Dew 1l0\V, April 29th,
h
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communicated his instructions to the rebel chiefs. The well-built and wellarmed fort which the T'ai-p'ings had erected outside the East Gate,
commanding the shipping and the settlement, was to be dismantled, and the
guns on the north-east wall, which also threatened the settlement were to be
dismounted, If these demands were complied with then the British
guaranteed to the T'ai-p'ings the peaceable possession of the city, and the
prohibition of the threatened attack by Ahpack's piratical fleet. The offer
was made in good faith, Captain Dew called at our house the same day,
and told us that he had offered fair terms, and that the rebels would be very
foolish 'if they rejected them. "But," he added jocularly, "I can't he sure
what they will decide; and I hope the lad ies will not then he startled if they
hear a little noise of guns at t\VO o'clock in the morning.' On the joth the
rebel chiefs scornfully rejected Captain Dew's proposal. They claimed the
settlement as belonging to the Heavenly King. "Come on, you Den"!"
said Fan, and let us see which is cock and which is hen." And the
captain came 011. .A price of a hundred dollars was set on every foreigner's
head. All residents on the south bank were now ordered to leave and cross
to the north bank.
The ships of \var .took up their positions. 1"he
" }4:ncounter" anchored off the Salt Gate; the despatch-boat Ringdove " at
the North Gate; The Chinese gunboat "Confucius," manned by Malays, and
the French gunboat " L'Etoile " at the East Gate; while the British gunboats
" Kestrel" and "Hardy" were under steam.
Boats with muffled oars
patrolled the river to give notice of an}" sudden attack on the settlement.
As I write after the lapse of forty-four years I can see their gleam through
the darkness of the night and just catch the sound of the oars' touch on the
waters, We had a boat moored near our house, and were prepared to move
the ladies and children at a moment's notice, the scull being kept in the
house lest the boatman should make off with his boat. We kept the night
watches ill turn. My watch was from 1 - 3 a.m. Suddenly I saw a bright
light blaze out near the East Gate, and called my brother; but the light
died out. Then I heard-Yes! I could hardly be mistaken-the shout
swelling on the night wind of the rebels advancing as we feared they would
from the seaboard which they held, to attack the settlement in the rear. I
listened once more befure giving a second false alarm, and found that it was
merely the full cry of multitudes of frogs in the paddy-fields. My watch
was relieved at 3 a.m, and at 4 we were called up to watch what seemed to
be a rocket or lantern-kite, sent lip as a signal in the eastern sky. We looked
again and it was the morning star shilling through rifts in the flying clouds.
On May t st, much to the annoyance of the merchants, who were
disposed, I think, to minimize the danger, all merchantmen were ordered
U
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t\\I"O miles down the river, out of the way of fire-rafts; and to give the
men-of-war room to rnanceuvre and fire. There were thirty or forty sail in
the harbour, loading with cotton for England, during the American civil
war and the Liverpool cotton famine,
On May and the T'ai-p'ings
parleyed; they would brick up the embrasures of the fort and on the
wall but they would not remove the guns. On May 8th word \vas secretly
sent by Loh-sing-Ian to a family still lingering on the south bank to
leave immediately, as an attack was planned that might. The Imperialist
Taotai, after capturing Chinhai at the river mouth, was creeping up the
river under the shelter of the English ships, and he had announced
a counter-attack for 3 a.m. on May 9th. The missionaries drew up two
petitions, one to the English Admiral, and one to the Imperialist Taotai,
begging them to prevent as far as possible cruelty and bloodshed.
A
proclamation had already been issued commanding the people to shave their
heads once more after the five months of non-shaving in accordance with
the T'ai-p'ing custom and command, this command being a protest against
the foreign Tartar Dynasty, which had imposed shaving of the head and
wearing of the long queue as a badge of conquest. This proclamation was
premature, and it worked disastrously in many places; the shaved heads
falling by rebel swords, and the vacillating or unshaved heads by Imperialist
cruelty. I took the news of the threatened attack to Captain Dew but he
thought with his ships placed as they were such an attack unlikely. The
threatened fight on May 9th did not take place; and an uncertain rumour
flew about to the effect that the T'ai-p'ings were abandoning their bombast
and defiance, and were prepared to come to terms. This was but a feint,
however, and the final attack \vas planned on both sides for May loth. I
rose at four o'clock and watched, The Cantonese war-junks were slowly
moving up with the flood-fide. They slacken and anchor. The hour for
attack, five o'clock, passes, and nothing occurs till nine o'clock. The junks
are under \\Tay again; they again drop anchor under the bows of the
"Confucius," and will go no further, nor engage the forts. Mr. Hewlett,
interpreter to the Consulate, goes down in a gig, revolver in hand.
He
threatens to fire on the junks unless they advance. They obey and slowly
forge ahead. A t half-past nine desultory shots are fired from the rebel fort.
At 9.50, as we watch the densely-crowded battlements over the Salt Gate,
two men spring to the front, and sharp ringing musket-shots, aimed at the
" Encounter" are heard. In an instant her broadside of nine guns goes off
The" Ringdove" at the North Gate joins in with the roar of her big guns.
The gunboats engage the East Gate fort; and for two hours and more the
bombardment goes 011, without a pause, and also without any perceptible
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effect. The T 'ai-p'ings fought their guns well; one' gun in particular on the
wall nearly opposite, from which balls passed over our house, and pitched
splashing and spurting in the paddy fields close by, \\:as knocked over three
times by the "Encounter," and each time remounted. We saw a boy
waving a red flag by the gun till he was struck, and sunk down dead through
the embrasure. At 1.30 the English ships moved up near our house and
concentrated their fire on the Salt Gate where the rebels were in full force.
A strong party now landed from the" Encounter" and occupied a foreign
house just under the wall. The marines, stationed in the turret of this house,
tried to clear the wall with their fire but two of them soon fell badly
wounded. A field-piece was now landed and its fire from the courtyard
knocked to pieces the brick battlements. At 3 p.m. Captain Roderick Dew
led a storming party and was first on the wall. His lieutenants, Cornwall
Lewis and Hugh Davis, were just behind him, and Lewis was instantly shot
dead. Lieutenant Davis, the next day described to me the scene. They
were shoulder to shoulder and actually touching one another; and he felt the
shock and shudder in his comrade's body as he was struck and fell. A marine
and a bluejacket werekilled atthe same time. The gallant Captain Kenny of the
" Etoile" was mortally wounded; but the storming party, forty or fifty strong,
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gained a footing on the wall, and the T'ai-p'ings fell back . It was a perilous
position. With the "Ringdove storming-party of about 30 men which
had also gained the top of the wall, there were not a hundred English
opposed to the garrison, 20,000 strong. We strained our eyes across the
river, and saw to our dismay a dense column of the T'ai-p'ings advancing
from the East Gate to overwhelm the storming parties; and from behind the
graves inside the wall T 'ai-p'ing sharpshooters were firing hotly. Captain
Dew told me the following day that he thought for the moment that all was
over . But just then the cooks and stewards of the" Encounter," who were
left alone ill charge of the ship (the bluejackets and marines having all left
to join the storming party), seeing their captain's danger, trained their big
II
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gun on the wall, and l-et fly a shell which burst between the opposing
columns; and the T'ai-p'ings wavered and broke and fled. Meanwhile
Imperialist soldiers on the north bank, who had been brought up on board
the Cantonese junks, slunk a\vay and dared 110t cross the river to enter and
occupy the city, the chief gate of which had been opened for them. They
had actually to be forced into boats by foreigners before they would venture.
The day was fast wearing :J\vay; the garrison was still ill full force; aad the
grave fear was before us of a dark night ill which the T'ai-p'ings might rally
and drive out the insignificant force which had stormed the walls, But now
the Kestrel," by a bold and skilful manoeuvre, gained the day. She had
sixty-eight round shot in her hull alone, one which struck only t\VO inches
from the boilers was given to me afterwards by the crew, Her rigging too
was severely damaged but she fought on, and seeing the obstinacy of the
T'ai-p'ings, she steamed lip the south branch of the river,
As she was
stopped by the chained Bridge of Boats, the key of which was in T'ai-p'ing
hands, her boatswain with his men landed under a heavy musketry fire, filed
through the chains and let the bridge swing apart. The" Kestrel" steamed
on, till from the south angle of the city she shelled the West Gate, the only
available line of retreat for the T'ai-p'iugs, The garrison, finding this exit
also commanded by the British fire, broke and cried and fled, everyone of
them, in dire confusion.
It was now nightfall. Would they rally and turn back and reoccupy
the scarcely held city?
The Imperialists were utterly unreliable, the
English party wearied with the fight, the French captain mortally wounded,
the city on fire in many places; and the night passed darkly and doubtfully
for us. But, thank God, it passed in safety. "At eventide behold terror and
before the morning they are not. The next day \VClS Sunday and going on
board the "Kestrel" to offer service as usual, I found her under \vay; and
Lieutenant Huxham, full of thankfulness for the victory of the preceding
day, told me that he had orders to steam lip the river and ascertain the
whereabouts of the T'ai-p'ings. He returned at night, having found that
the host, flying headlong to the great western sluice and ferry, ten miles
from Ningpo, had struggled and fought for the few boats lying there,
fearing that the gunboats would come in pursuit. Very Inany were drowned,
and the rest had taken refuge in Tszch'i, Our mission-house on the edge
of the" Little Parade Ground" lay just in the line of the guns of the
U Encounter" which by sights taken from the fighting- tops had been trained
on this rendezvous of the garrison. \Ve found the house shot through by a
cannon-ball frorn end to end. 1\\'0 old men were in charg-e, one, a Christian,
a brave and cheery old fellow, one a heathen. When the bombardment began
U
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they ran into the verandah and the Christian called his comrade to prayer,
and as they knelt, the round-shot, crashing through the house, passed just over
their heads and spent itself against the boundary wall, They jumped up
and ran to the schoolyard behind and getting into two large water-jars
hoped thus to escape from danger. The" Encounter" fired again and a
second round-shot struck the school-house and passed over them once more
without hurting them. These two cannon-balls lie s till in our house as a
monument of those days.
The T'ai-p'ings hovered round the city for many weeks, burning and
sacking again unfortunate Tszch'i, and, after a desperate fight in the hil1passes with the men of the plain, ravaging the great Saenpoh region. On
May 26th we returned to our city horne and began work again, after some
attempt at cleaning the canals near by, into which not a few dead bodies had
been thrown, On May joth the city was so quiet that a cricket match was
played on the parade-ground in front of our house, and the navy's cricketgear was for three or four successive years deposited in our keeping.
Shanghai was hard-pressed at this time, and Ningpo was actually appealed
to for reinforcements to help the European defenders of that great and
supremely important centre.
Gradually the T'ai-p'ings were pushed back from the Ningpo district
and were kept in check all the summer at Yiiyao, thirty miles to the northwest, I remember climbing the "Great White Mountain," near Ningpo, one
afternoon in August and hearing the far-off echoes of cannonading directed
against the T'ai-p'ings as they attempted to advance again on Ningpo. On
August 4th, however, Yiiyao fell, and Ningpo breathed more freely. On
Sunday, September 14th, I went down to Tsonggyiao, our nearest outstation, for divine worship, On September r Sth we were startled by the news
that the T'ai-p'ings had swept down, had captured and burnt what remained
of Tszch'i, and were in full march on Ningpo. On the J 9th, only five days
after our peaceful service, Tsonggyiao was entered and burnt, our small
Christian band escaping with the utmost difficulty to Ningpo.
Most
providentially the tide was favourable, and the strong arm of the Christian
who owned the rescue-boat, sculled them just in time down the canal to the
main stream. They had scarcely reached mid-stream when the T'ai-p'ing
soldiers caine up to the ferry at the run, and fired on the refugees; but they
were unhurt and reached Ningpo in safety. The" Encounter" now moved
up to the North Gate; and her guns were trained on the West Gate as well,
I called on board, and as I was talking to the officers, Captain Dew came on
deck conversing eagerly' with a short, wiry, soldierly-looking man-the wellknown General Ward, the American adventurer who first trained Chinese
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soldiers in \Vestern drill and tactics; and who had come down from
Shang-hai to help repel this sudden and dangerous inroad. Dangerous it
was, indeed, for now the breth ren " .were brethren no longer, but the sworn
foes of foreigners. I watched Ward as he pointed scornfully towards Tszch'i,
in which direction \ve could sec incendiary fires burning in village after
village. The plan of attack was arranged for the next day and only two
days later General Ward was mortally wounded under the walls of Tszch'i
which he was in the act of storming, On September zoth a hundredthousand men were reported as advancing on Ningpo from the south-west,
and we heard afterwards from our friends ill the COUll try sornething of that
terrible march. These poor people, a man, a woman and their daughter, fled
fro III their cottage and hid for three days amongst the thick, tall reeds
and rushes of the canal, up to their necks in water. They heard the host go
by in the neighbouring street; and the tramp did not cease or pause for
sixteen hours. On the 23rd Iny eldest son was born, in the heart of Ningpo,
with war surging round, and the city shut up hard and fast. The paradeground in front of our house was filled with recruits being hastily drilled.
The T'ai-p'ing host was outside the city, and Inany of them had entered in
disguise and were waiting to overpower the guards and open the gates. On
the 24th the T'ai-p'ings were seen from the walls, The city was in a state
of wild and dangerous panic, when Captain Dew ordered Lientenant
Tinling to land with seventy men ; and the cheerful and gallant lieutenant
spent a long afternoon ill marching and countermarching his little band
all about the streets and lanes of the city till the astonished and delighted
citizens, believing a strong British arlny to have corne to their relief, quieted
down. "}4"'ifty of your men," they said, "are worth five thousand of ours."
How long will this he true of China, with the new learning and the new
drill ? For the country, those days of suspense were in Inany places days
of indescribable terror. Some years later I was walking amongst the hills ten
miles from Ningpo, It was a lovely afternoon in April, and the lower
slopes of the hills were rcd with azaleas. I pointed them out to Iny Chinese
companion, "Ah," he said, "do you see that hill? When the T'ai-p'ings
made their last attack on Xingpo the people of \\'ongaoz, (the little town
which we were then approaching), offended thern in SOIllC \\'ay; they attacked
the place and all the inhabitants fled to the hillside, and there I myself saw
men, women and children lying- dead, as thick as the flowers to-day." On
October 8th Captain Dew, with reinforcements from Shanghai, started to
attack the T'ai-p'ing stronghold, Funghwa, thirty miles to the southwest. The rebel army fell back to defend their base, and the siege of Ningpo
was raised. Funghwa was beleaguered for three days and desperately
U
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defended by the T'ai-p'ings, They had some foreign advisers with them;
but when these gentry arrived on the field of battle in sedan-chairs they
were peppered so hotly by the fire of the British marines that they skipped
out and escaped. A pitched battle in the open field followed, a rare
occurrence in this campaign. The loss on the English side was twenty-three
killed and wounded; but the T'ai-p'ings were defeated ; they abandoned
Funghwa, and retired. Admiral Sir James Hope arrived the day before
this battle, just in time to join the little force during the fight, and he was
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present at a thanksgiving service on the" Encounter" on Sunday, October
12th. In this last battle a strong detachment of the Chinese foreign-drilled
levies, the .. Green Caps" as they were called, under Colonel Cooke with
Major Watson second in command, took a prominent part. The pluck and
enthusiasm of these men when well led was shown a few months later. The
T'ai-p'ings in Hangchow, hard-pressed by the French levies who were
besieging the city, made a sortie, defeated these levies, crossed the Tsintang
river, and were reported to bc advancing on Ningpo once more. Volunteers
for the front were called for. Many of the" Green Caps" were just then in
hospital but they all found themselves suddenly convalescent and eagerly
asked to be allowed to go to the front, (March 7th, 1864).
The French forces under M. Ie Breton, (who arrived on October z jrd,
1862, and was killed by the explosion of one of his own siege guns before
Shaouhing) did good service in pressing the T'ai-p'ings back to that great
city, and then further on to Hangchow. The French and British acted in
perfect harmony, both forces recognizing, however, the supreme ability and
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dash and tactical skill of Captain Roderick Dew, When the French before
Shaouhing were in grave danger of defeat, Captain Dew, ignoring the
instructions from home as to confining the defence of Ningpo to an imaginary
thirty-mile radius, went in person to support the French with a siege gun,
a small body of marines, and his second-lieutenant Tinling. With true
genius he recognized that in country like Chehkiang, rivers and mountainchains, and not the limits prescribed in Downing Street, must guide; and
that if the T'ai-p'ings should burst out of Shaouhing, eighty miles off, no nearer
thirty-mile limit would arrest their invasion of Ningpo. The combined
attack eventually succeeded (March 15th, 1863) though with grievous loss
of life. The death of Lieutenant Tinting who was mortally wounded under
the walls cast a gloom over the whole of ~ingpo, as well as through the fleet,
and in far-off Gloucester. The T'ai-p'ings held out in Hangchow for nearly
a year; and then suddenly abandoned the great city in the night (March loth,
1864); and moving apparently south-westwards they threatened the province
of Fuhkien, which had hitherto been untouched by their devastating inroads.
The going down of this long storm of confusion and bloodshed and rapine
was lengthened out by mutinies in Ningpo, quarrels among the leaders of the
various contingents, treacherous cruelties on the part of the Imperialists, and
the desolation revealed of countless homes. '[he numerous foreigners of all
nationalities who had been engaged to fight for the Imperialists or T'ai-p'ings
were now thrown out of employment; and they roamed about the country
levying blackmail; and it required the utmost energy and courage on the
part of the newly-formed police under Major Watson's command to arrest and
scatter them. In November 1864 a large body of Hunanese braves were
ordered from Hangchow, then in full Imperial occupation, to Ningpo, to
embark there in steamers for Foochow, which was threatened with a last,
despairing T'ai-p'ing inroad. These men were born soldiers, but wild and
ill-disciplined. The ,veek which they spent in the parade-ground outside our
house was one of no little anxiety to me. I tried to show them civility, calling
on them and giving them books. When they moved off on November roth
they favoured us with a parting salute, presumably with blank cartridge, but
most certainly I heard the bullets rattle on the roof over my head. They
mutinied during the voyage to Foochow and had to be battened down,
Thus Peace came back to the distracted land, not gently and smoothly, but
as though terrified to return to scenes from which she had been so long
banished.
One of the most serious symptoms pointing to the uncertainty of peace,
and the insecurity of the government, was the very early manifestation of
the ingratitude of the Chinese towards thei r friends and deliverers. The
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recrudescence of the opprobrious terms applied to foreigners-the Chinese
casting at them the precise epithets which the T'ai-p'ings had cast at the
Manchus-and the childish \vay in which they tried to manifest their fancied
independence, were not encouraging.
In order to protect the Ningpo
settlement and through it the city of Ningpo itself against sudden assault
from the north-east, (seawards), a canal was cut, under the direction
of the officers of the "Encounter," through the narrow piece of land,
scarcely a quarter of a mile wide, which forms the neck of the bottleshaped peninsula on which the foreign settlement stands; thus joining the
waters of the great curves of the river Yung; and two forts were built on
the canal banks, armed with gUllS from the fleet. This canal was not only
a defensive work of real value, but also a sanitary improvement of the first
importance. The once green. stagnant, and offensive canals at the back of
the foreign houses, were now flushed with salt water twice every day; and the
sail round the newly-formed island in the hot weather was a pleasant and
refreshing diversion. But five years later, the idle, opium-smoking scholars
amongst the ruins of Tszch'i, a city once famed for literary merit, were
annoyed and surprised at their repeated failures in the periodical examinations.
On consulting a geomancer they were informed by him that the luck of the
city was injured if not destroyed by this newly-opened mouth, gaping at
Tszch'i from the east. After longdrawn negotiations, threatened riots, and
arguments more or less futile on either side, the canal was closed; and it
remains closed after forty years of folly.
This peninsula on which the settlement stands has a strange history in
connection with it. In former times an official of high rank was falsely
accused and beheaded. The dead man's friends sought to honour him by
fitting a golden head on to the corpse so that he might not appear headless
in Hades. But lest the precious mass should be stolen, they built six
elaborate and costly graves, to baffle search. And then, to make the secret
doubly secure, they cruelly put to death all the workmen who had been
engaged in the building.
A small obelisk also, buut in Inetnory of the English and French who
had fallen for Ningpo, was erected out of the stones of the demolished
T'ai-p'Ing fort near the East Gate. The ungrateful and foolish people rioted
over this also, avowing that its sharp apex would injure and annoy the
spirits of the po\ver of the air; but in this case the mob and the mob-led
mandarins were not allowed to have their \vay, and the obelisk stands to-day.
The inscription has recently been restored and recut, by order of the British
Admiralty in concert with the French authorities.
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In 1867, about the time of this foolish act of the otherwise sensible and
friendly people of Ningpo, a sad tragedy occurred. One summer afternoon,
I noticed a procession of seven stretchers with bodies on them being carried
to the mission hospital near the Salt Gate. On enquiry I was informed that
that afternoon some boys playing on the shore of the small West Lake within
the walls of Ningpo, and paddling in the mud which had been exposed after
long drought, had struck their feet against a heavy round thing.
They
rolled it out; it was a shell thrown thither during the bombardment five
rears before. A man took it lip to examine it; it slipped out of his hands
and fell on the pavement, exploding and mortally wounded these seven
onlookers. I am not far wrong, surely, in regarding this tragic event first
of all as a warning of the seeds which war too often SO\VS for future trouble
and conflict; and further-it affords a hint to the rulers and people of this
great and awakening China to search for carefully, and to remove, not hastily
but soberly, all secret or half-developed sources of discontent, oppression
and confusion; all defects in law or custom or fashion; all that stifles or
dwarfs knowledge and noble freedom of thought; and all unworthy elements
in pride of race and antiquity.
It cannot be wise, surely, when aiming with truest patriotism at the
elevation of country and people, to revive or intensify supercilious contempt
for Western learning and Western helpers in learning. And the expansion
of China's influence cannot be compassed by still shutting her up within her
own borders, and excluding Western enterprise and legitimate co-operation.
And far more important than any other consideration is this solemn
thought-the." Heavenly Kingdom of the Great Peace" which Hung Seu-tsuen
promised to establish and totally failed to effect-that security against
continual convulsion, and reiterated calamity-" quietness and assurance for
ever" for China-can only be obtained by the whole nation rooting out its
unbelief in the One True God, and accepting in the power of the Divine
Spirit the doctrine and salvation of Jesus Christ.

