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HE

peninsula wliicli projects between the Japanese and Yellow Seas

southwards in the direction of the southern islands of Nijjj^on

Like

completely limited landwards.

compared
figuration,

shan, or " Great

^NAHiite

in extent,
it

is

and even

Italy,

with which

some degree in

to

its

is

may be

it

orographic con-

separated from the mainland by the Alpine Taipei-

Moimtains," of Manchuria.

It has also its

Apennines

As

stretching north and south, and forming the backbone of the peninsula.

in

the western slope of the highlands forms, throughout their central and

Italy,

Here

southern sections, the vital portion of the peninsula.
of the

Han-kiang, the Korean Tiber, and here

capital of the

kingdom.

and almost destitute

In Korea, as in

is

is

developed the course

situated the city of Seul, present

Italy, the eastern seaboard is uniform,

of inlets, while the west side is deeply indented

by

gulfs and

bays, rich in islands and small archipelagos.

Nevertheless these general resemblances do not descend to minor
north-east frontier, towards Russian Manchuria,
cult access,

is

The

details.

very mountainous and of

diffi-

whereas the plains of the Yalu-kiang valley present towards the north-

west an easy natural passage from the interior of the peninsula to the Chinese
province of Liaotung.

In this direction the two frontier

states

thought

neces-

it

sary to create a sort of " marca," or neutral zone, as a line of reciprocal defence,

by leaving a broad
the Yalu-kiang.

tract iminhabited

and uncultivated on the north-west

Till recently peaceful settlers in this region

punishment, although banditti made

it

their

were

side of

liable to capital

camping ground, endangering the

trade route running to the " Gate of Korea," near the city of

(Fenghoang-cheng), or " Castle of the Yellow Wind."

Fimgwang-shan
But according to the latest

accounts the neutral zone, which has an area of about 5,600 square miles,

ning

to

be brought under cultivation.

and reclaiming the

land, while

is

begin-

Chinese settlers are gradually encroaching

some Koreans have on their

side already

formed

settlements beyond the frontier.

Like most regions of the extreme East, Korea

which has

little

currency in the country

itself.

is

known

to foreigners

by

a

name

This term, belonging formerly to

the petty state of Korie, has been extended by the Chinese and Japanese to the
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whole peninsula, under the forms of Kaokiuli, Korai, and Kaoli. A\Tien all
the
were fused in one monarchy, towards the close of the fourteenth cen-

principalities

tury, the country, at that time subject to China, took the official title
of Chaosien

(Tsiosen)— that

is,

" Serenity of the

tion east of the empire.

exactly indicates

its

Fig.

the continent Japan

Thus

it is

Morning "

now

—in allusion

to its geographical posi-

designated by a poetical expression which

position between Cliina and Japan.

AYhile for the people of

lo6.— General View of Kaxg-hoa, Lower IIang-kiang.

is

the laud of the llising Sun, Korea

is

the

"Serene"

land,

illumined by the morning rays.

Although washed by two much-frequented seas, and yearly sighted by thousands
of seafarers, Korea is one of the least known Asiatic regions.
Even the seaboard,
which presents so many dangers to navigation, has been so imperfectly surveyed
its contour, as laid down on the charts, is still largely hypothetical.
Before
the seventeenth century European geographers supposed that Korea A\as an island,

that

z

2

—
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and

it is

on tlic maps of Mercator, Ortelius, and Sanson. But its peninwas revealed hj the map sent by the missionaries from Peking, and

so figured

sular character

reproduced by D'Anyillo.
eighteenth century, and

it

The
Avas

first

not

accurate observations date

only from the

1787 that La Perouse determined the posi-

till

tion of the large island of Quelpacrt (the

Tanglo of the Chinese, and Tamuro of

the Japanese), and surveyed the Strait of Korea between the two inland seas.

Ten

years afterwards Broughton coasted the southern extremity', passing through the
strait

which bears his name, and which flows between the mainland and the double
Korea

Fig'. 157.
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1
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island of Tsu-sima.
Later on Krusenstern extended our knowledge of the coast
north from the island of Kiu-siu, and the work of exi^loration was continued
during

the present century by ]\Laxwell, Basil Hall, and others of various
nationaHties.
At present the seaboard is being most carefully studied by the Japanese navigators,
who have already taken extensive soundings throughout the thousand channels of
the

islets,

and dangerous

reefs fringing the south-west coast,

Chinese maps as part of the mainland.
the area of the peninsida

may

and figuring on the
Thanks to all these surveys and discoveries,

be approximately

miles, or nearly half that of France.

set

down

at about

95,000 square

PEOGEESS OF DISCOVEEY—FOEEIGN EELATIONS.
Progress of Discovery

The
its

— Foreign

Eelatioxs.

interior of tlic peninsula cannot be said to be altogether

mountains arc

visible

Fig. 158.

from the

coast, Avbencc

— ExPLOKATioxs

of

many

imlmown,

plains and valleys

since

may

Korea axd smnorNDiNG "Waters.

Scale

1

:

700,000.
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be recognised.

But

reproduction,

based on native documents, the direction of the ranges, the river

valley's,

racy

;

is

and the

altliougli B'Anville's

sites of

map, of which most others are a mere

the cities are figured on

it

without any attempt at accu-

nor have previous labours hitherto been checked or rectified by any explorer
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worthy of the name.
with

tliirty-fivc

In 1653 the Diitch writer Hamel having been shipwrecked,

companions, on Quelpacrt Island, he was brought captive to the

and during the thirteen years of his captivity devoted himself to the study
But he had no opportunity of exploring the
of Korean manners and customs.
The western slopes have also
Land, and his itinerary is confined to the west coast.
capital,

been traversed in almost every direction by the Catholic missionaries,

who have

penetrated into the country since 1835 either from Manchuria or by sea from

But although obliged

Shantung.

to travel in disguise, generally

along unbeaten tracks, to their reports

we

by night and

are mainly indebted for our most trust-

worthy information regarding the geographical features of the land.

From

its

very position between China and Japan, Korea could not

been a subject of contention for
state

it

its

Before

powerful neighbours.

its

fail

to

have

fusion in one

comprised several distinct principalities, whose limits were subject to

Fig. ^59.

— SorTH--v\-EST
Scale 1

fre-

Archipelago of Korea.
:

1,300,000.

97° 50'
C. Perron

32 to 80

to 32 Feet.

SO to

160 and upwai'ds.

IfiO

30

These were, in the north, Kaokiuli (Kaoli), or Korea proper

quent changes.

the centre, Chaosien and the seventy-eight

foimdation, usually
south, Petsi, or

Japanese

;

MUes.

known

as the

so-caUed

"kingdoms"

of

;

in

Chinese

San Kan (San Han), or " Three Han " in the
;

Hiaksai (Kudara), the Sinlo of the Chinese, or Siragi of the

besides the petty state of Kara, Zinna, or

round about the Bay of Tsiosan.

Mimana,

in the south-east,

The northern regions naturally gravitated towards

China, whose rulers repeatedly interfered in the internal affairs of the coimtry.

But the inhabitants of the south, known in history by the Japanese name of Kmaso,
or " Herd of Bears," were long subject to Japan, while at other times they made
frequent incursions into Kiu-siu and Hondo, and even formed settlements on those
islands.

The

Eegent Zingu

first

in

conquest of the country was
the third century.

made by

Towards the end

the forces of the Queen

of the sixteenth the cele-

I

PHYSICAL FEATURES— OEOGEAPHIC SYSTEM.
brated Japanese dictator and
of conquering China,

usurper Taikosama, having conceived the project

began with that of Korea, under the pretext

to

become

A fresh expedition,

permanent garrison in the peninsula.

left a

although interrupted by the death of Taikosama, was equally

Tsu-sima remained in the hands of the Japanese, and from that time

successful.
till

and

his tributary,

the middle of the present century Korea continued in a state of vassalage,

sending every year presents and tribute to Xippon.
thirty

by

of okl Japanese

After wasting the land he compelled the

rights over the country of the Kniaso.

King

839

human

skins at

first

formed part of

silver, rice, linen fabrics,

Thanks

this tribute, but

and medicinal

China continued

to

Chinese culture, the native rulers
the " Son of Heaven."

But

Korea remaining faithful

were afterwards replaced

to Korea, in its victorious struggle

with the other petty states of the peninsula, and in
relations with

to the missionaries,

plants.

by the Ming djmasty

to the aid sent

According

its

resistance to Japan, its

be of the most friendly character.

Admirers of

honoured by the investiture granted them by

felt

after the

Manchu

to the cause of the

conquest of the Middle Kingdom,

Mings, the new masters of the empire

invaded the peninsida, and in 1637 dictated a treaty, imposing on the Koreans a
yearly tribute of 100 oimces of gold, 1,000 ounces of silver, and a certain quantity
of furs, roots, textile fabrics,

But although

and other natural and industrial products of the land.

since that time the native rider takes the title of "Subject,"

exercises no real sovereign rights in Korea.
settle in the peninsula,

more

like

honoured captives than the representatives of a masior.

bours, the peninsula has practically retained

A

to leave their

where during their stay they remain confined

Thus, although for over two himdred years a vassal to both of

third empire, having

its

its

powerful neigh-

autonomy.

become conterminous with Korea, has begun

Conflicts have already taken place

itself felt.

China

Chinese emigrants are allowed to

and even the envoys from Peking are obliged

suites outside the walls of the capital,
to the palace,

No

to

make

between Russians and Koreans, and

the Government of St. Petersburg has more than once assumed an aggressive
attitude.

A

weU-sheltered harbour on the south coast of the jDcninsida would

certainly be of the greatest advantage, both commercially

Russia.

From

such a station she might

command

Japanese waters, and thus become supreme in the Eastern
pretext for attacking the feeble

meantime the influence

of

and

strategically, to

at once both the Chinese
seas.

But

kingdom

of Korea has not yet been discovered, and
Japan has recently been most active in the peninsula,

where she has secured certain concessions and commercial privileges
all other foreign powers except the United States of Xorth America.

Physical Features
According

and

a reasonable

to Dallet the chief

— Orographic

still

denied to

Syste:m.

moimtain range of Korea branches

off

from the

Tai-pei-shan at the Paiktu-san, whose crest forms the parting-line between the

waters flowing
South-east of

north-east

to

Tiimien-ola,

these highlands, which are

and south-west
still

to

the Yalu-kiang.

held by independent tribes, an

EAST ASIA.
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extensive depression

is filled

apparently some 24 miles

name

ridge bear the

be extended to

tlic

The simimits seem

by

(lie Tai-li, tlie

east

and west.

only large lake in Korea, strctcliing

"White Mountain,"

of Paik-san, or

to be here

8,000

feet,

while

the interior.

Broughton Bay.

to

se^•eral others rise to a

CA'ery direction the

on the coast

for the peaks

There can be no reasonable doubt as
In

term might

so thai this

very lofty, but none of them have yet been visited,
visible

Broughton Bay, has an

llien-fung, near the north side of

sea.

above the main

rising-

whole range from the frontier of Manchnria

and elevations have been taken only

The

peaks

tScvcral

from the

altitude of

height of 6,500 feet and upwards.
to the generally

view

is

broken by

mountainous character of

some denuded, others

hills,

covered with dense forests, bounding the horizon Avith their peaks, cones, sharp

The

summits, and rugged crags.
savage gorges,

The

seaboard.

valleys arc everywhere narrow

so that no plains of

and connected by

any extent are developed except near the

surface of the land presents the general aspect of an inclined plane

f idling abruptly eastwards to the deep Sea of Japan,

and sloping westwards far more

gently towards the shallow waters of the Yellow Sea.

As

far as can be

judged from the available data, the complex orographic system

would seem to be produced by the intersection of the main

running in the

meridian along the east coast, with transverse ridges belonging to the

line of the

Chinese

axis,

sj'stem.

The very form

of the inlets

on the west coast seems to show that

the elevations follow in Korea the same direction as on the neighbouring mainland.

A

tongue of land projects far into the Yellow Sea towards the Shantung peninsula, thus

In the same way the south-

enclosing the Gulf of Pechili from the outer waters.

west extremity seems to be continued between the Yellow and Eastern Seas by
cpite an archipelago of islands, forming a pendant to the

on the Chinese
north-east,

Shansi.

One

Yellow Sea,

Two

coast.

parallel

at least of the

Chusan and Ningpo groups

Korean ranges

also

run south-west and

with the highlands of Manchuria, Mongolia, Pechili, and

forming a continuation of the Shantung system beyond the

of these,

intersects

the Paiksan

seaboard as far as Possiet Bay.

which

chain, east of

The

other,

it

skirts the

Korean

beginning at the southernmost

extremity of the peninsula, gradually merges in the eastern uplands on the convex
east coast
islets

commanded by

the Tsiongyan-san, or

Mount Popov of

The

the Russians.

attached to this ridge rise abruptly from the water to heights of 1,500, 2,000,

and even 2,200

feet.

The

island of Quelpacrt

itself,

now

a

Korean convict

station,

forms a small chain running in the same south-west and north-east direction, and
culminating with the white

cliffs

of the Aida, or Hanka-san, the

English surveyors, which attains an elevation of G,700

Auckland

of the

feet.

The Korean Archipelagos,
The west

coast

is

fringed

by numerous

islands

and small

which have not yet been accurately surveyed, and the extent
constant source of surprise to the early navigators.

of

archipelagos,

which was a

""\Ve threaded our way,"

writes Basil Hall, " for upwards of a hundred miles amongst islands,

which

lie

in

MINERAL WEALTn— FLOEA AND FAUNA— CLIMATE.
immense

At

clusters in every direction.

first

we
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thouglit of counting them, and

even attempted to note their places on the charts wliich we were making of this

in size

from a few hxmdred yards in length

From

shapes.

to

himdred islands were

smooth, the weather
the valleys,

in sight

scene was

the

from deck

and many

fine,

at

times

all

at

of all

Frequently above

The

one moment.

and was rendered

lively,

coast,

being quite

sea

wooded and cultivated

the islands

of

by our rapid passage along the

interesting

and arc

six miles,

five or

the mast-head other groups were perceived lying one behind the

other to the east and south as far as the eye could reach.
a

They vary

but their great number completely bafllcd these endeavours.

coast,

in

more

still

by which the appearances about

us were perpetually changing.
"

Of

we had no

this coast

none of the places

at

Only

proper places.

a

is

five miles

amongst

islands,

The

sixty miles of their

itliiu

.

.

for

Farther on wc passed for a

.

except the very smallest inhabited.

all

where the houses are nearly hid by

villages are built in the vallej-s,

hedges.

^^

completely studded with them, to the distance of

twenty leagues from the mainland.

distance of

The

down

laid

few islands are noticed in any map, whereas the coast

near two hundred miles
fifteen or

charts possessing the slightest pretensions to accuracy,

which we touched being

sides of the hills are cidtivated

and in the nmnerous small gardens near the

and

trees

with millet and a species of bean

we saw

villages

;

a great variety of

plants.

"As

the peaked island which avc had undertaken to climb was steep, and covered

with a long coarse

was about GOO

gi'ass, it

feet

cost us a tiresome scramble to gain the top,

above the level of the

just discernible in the north-east

and

east

from

The mainland

sea.

this elevation.

But

it

which

Korea

of

is

commands

a

splendid view of the islands, l}'ing in thick clusters as far as the eye can reach,

from north-west quite round by east

One person, by reckoning only such
number one hundred and twenty.
numbers

in each connected cluster,

to south.

'^Ve

endeavoured to count them.

were obviously separate

as

Two

made

other

islands,

made

their

gentlemen, by estimating the

severally one

hundred and

thirt}--slx

and

one himdred and seventy, a difference wliich at once shows the difficulty of
speaking with precision on this subject.

But wlien

it is

considered that from one

spot which, though considerably elevated, was not concentrical, one hundred and

twenty islands could be coimted, and that our course for upwards of one hundred
miles had been amongst islands no less crowded than these, some idea

formed

may

be

of this great archipelago."*

MixKUAL "Wealth
Amongst

— Fhoiiv

Axn Fauna

— Climate.

the volcanic islands on the coast, Ollonto,

and the Dagelet
Avhile its spurs

of

tlie

Japanese Matsu-sima,

European geographers, forms a cone over 4,000

plunge into dejDths of

4,-500 feet

and upwards.

But

feet high,

the reports of

the missionaries throw no light on the geological formation of the highlands on
*

" Yo} age

to

Keren," kc.

p. 12 it scq.

—
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the mainlaud.

Gold, however,

mining operations, both

for

it

is

stated to be abundant in several places

and for

silver, are

for fear of exciting the cupidity of the neighbouring peoples.

deposits of lead and copper, although copper

Japan.

There are said

to

but

;

forbidden under severe penalties,

Korea

also possesses

and bronze ware are imported from

be whole mountains of iron

ores,

which are washed down

by the

rains in quantities sufficient to supply the smelting works.

consist

of the elm,

The

forests

willow, birch, pine, spruce, and other Manchurian species,

besides some crj-ptomeriae

and the Rhus

Fig. 160.

verniciferay or lacquer-tree of

But

Japan.

Entrance to the Gvlf or Pechili.
Scale 1

:

4,750,000.

C. Perron

to 80 Feet.

160 and upwards.

80 to 160

__— 120 Miles.
the beech and oak are absent.

Most

of the timber

employed in Peking and North

China comes from Korea.

Of great economic importance
cultivated for the market of China.

is

the

ginseng plant, which

It is raised

is

extensively

from the seed imder sheds covered

with pine bark, the roots arriving at maturity in about

five years,

when they

are

and exported in considerable quantities to Peking. Here the
Korean variety, although less esteemed than that of Manchuria, nevertheless

collected,

dried,

commands high prices, ranging from 60s. to 80s. per lb.
The wild fauna includes the bear, tiger, panther, wild
skins and furs form

the staple exports of the country.

boar,

In some

and

fox,

districts the

whose

man-

MINERAL WExiLTH—FLORA AXD FAUNA— CLIMATE.
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eating tigers enter the villages, prowl about the houses, and even penetrate through

the thatch roofs for their

human

They

prey.

are hunted chiefly in winter,

when

they are often overtaken floundering in the half- frozen masses of snow, and easily
dispatched Avith spears and knives.

The Korean

horses, imported especially

the island of Quelpaert, are very small, like Shetland ponies
as mounts, are powerful beasts.

and

Fig. IGl.

— IsLAxi)
Scale

1

:

;

but the latter

chiefly bred for their flesh,

largely consumed, and regarded as a great delicacy.

from

but the oxen, used

Pigs and dogs are very numerous

are cowardly curs, useless for the himt,
is

;

which

The surrounding waters

OF Quelpaert.

900,000.

Tsiei tsiou

^A3 J-^^

/^i/vi-r;^.;^^

Eof G

I2G''I5

127°

C

160 to 320

to 160 Feet.

___—_^—-^——

aboimd

in animal life,

and here

is

Perron

320 and upwards.
18 Miles.

taken the species of skate whose skin

is

used in

the manufacture of sheaths.

Although washed by marine waters, the climate
China and Manchuria.
of Pechili,

This

is

due

of

Korea resembles that

to the shallowness of the

which are rapidly heated and cooled according

Yellow Sea and

to the seasons,

of

GuK

and which

have consequently but a slight influence in regulating the yearly temperature.

As

on the mainland, the isothcrmals corresponding with those of Europe are deflected in

Korea
board.

several degrees south of the latitudes

Thus the mean temperatxu'e

of

which they cross on the Atlantic

France will be found in

peninsida under the same parallels as Gibraltar and Morocco.

mean temperature
due

is

lower, the extremes are

to the prevalence of cold north-east

south-west monsoons in summer.

Even

much

tlic

sea-

south of the

But while

the

greater than in Europe, a fact

winds in winter, followed by the warm

in the southern provinces the glass falls

—
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in the cold season several degrees below freezing point,

—

temperature of
is

an abundant

stream.

7"^

Fahr. has been recorded.

peninsula, being divided into two areas of drainage,

to develop large navigable watercourses,

by

obstructed

reefs, arc

and most of the narrow rapid

(Amno-kang), or river

Tiumen-ula (Tuman-kang, Mi-kiang), serving

Manchuria and Russia

former for 30 miles, bcj'ond which

The

very strong

tides are

Seul, nearly 35 feet,

all

the

side,

recent

of the "

Sea-going junks ascend the

navigable by boats for about 120 miles.

is

some 20

a rise of

is

Even

Laxguage.
Korea contained 1,737,325 houses and

1793,

whom 3,390,880

were males and 3,743,481 females.

of the natives declares these estimates to be far

Dallet thinks the peninsida

More

below the truth, the people

may

to escape

the taxes.

have a population of 10,000,000, while Oi^pert

high as 15,000,000 or 16,000,000, but very unequally distributed.

as

The northern highlands

are almost iTuinhabited, whereas the fertile and well-culti-

vated rice-growing districts of the south and west arc often densely peopled.

most provinces new villages are sj^ringing up, the
reclaimed, the woodlands

cleared,

to

is

being constantly

the bleak and rocky east coast the

Even on

often very dense, the villages in some places approaching so close as

Yet the

form almost continuous towns.

many

w^aste spaces are

In

and the wild beasts driven to the inaccessible uplands

before the ever-advancing colonists.

population

at

feet.

having a direct interest in avoiding registration in order

it

The

returns give about the same munbers, although the imanimous testi-

official

estimates

narrow

Yellow Duck," and the

at the turn -with surprising rapidity.

there

census of

7,140,301 inhabitants, of

mony

too

rivers, being-

for part of their course as frontier-

respectively.

it

I^•IIABITA^Ts
to

is

perennial

along the west coast, rising in the Ilan, or river of

and falling

Fusan, on the south-east

According

its

navigable even for small craft onlj^ in their estuaries.

largest are the Yalu-kiang

lines towards

and in the central region a

to the moist monsoons, there

and every iipland valley and lowland plain has

rainfall,

Lut the

Thanks

agricultural districts suffer

orders produced

by

natural increase

is

much, especially from the

insufficient diet.

in China, carrying off probably
still

rate of mortality

is

suito

very high, and

and other

dis-

Small-pox makes even greater ravages than
of the children, while the

more than one-half

further reduced by the almost imiversal practice of

abortion.

The Koreans

arc in general rather taller

than the Chinese and Japanese.

Robust and extremely laborious, they arc considered excellent workmen in the
ports open to Japanese trade, and in the agricidtural settlements of Russian
Manchuria.
it

The accounts

of missionaries

seems impossible to form any

They

travellers are so contradictory that

precise idea of their

main physical

certainly offer a great variety of types, extending

ns Mongolian

may

and

to those of

Europeans and Malays.

be called the continental Asiatic,

cheek bones, oblique eyes, small nose,

is

characteristics.

from that usually described

One

of the extremes, Avhich

distinguished by broad features, prominent

lost as it

were in the fulness of the cheeks,

KOREAN MANDARINS.
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INHABIT AXTS— LANGUAGE.
tliick lips, scant beard,

Another,

coppery complexion.

315
wliicli

may

be called

tlie

" insular" type, and of wliicli nati^es of the Liu-kiu Archipelago would seem to be the

pm'cst representatiyes,
teeth

and

characterized bj' oval features, prominent nose, protruding

is

always visible between the half-open

tolerably well- furnished beard,

lips,

Malay

tint.

nowhere

else

delicate skin, approaching in complexion to the almost greenish

Many

arc noted for their liglit chestnut hair

except perhaps amongst the aborigines of the

obseryed in the extreme East,

But

Nan-shan uplands in South China.
often fancy one's self surrounded

China

feet, as in

for the speech

and costmne, one might

The women never mutilate the

by Europeans.

one of the Ilan tribes was formerly accustomed to flatten

bvit

;

and blue

eyes, a trait

the heads of the childi-en, while some of the coast people had adopted the practice

from the Japanese.

of tattooing

These various

common Korean

which have become more or

races,

nationality, are affiliated

J3ut the Chinese clement

Siberia.

Han," who gave

their

name

differences,

from which

long been fused in one nation.
Chinese and Japanese.
a varied jDhonetic

and

guttui'als

who migrated

It

This

of East

common

were descended from

dialects

present

different ethnical elements

it

have

speech differs essentially both from

many

including as

In structure

fiftli

slight

verj'

a polysyllabic and agglutinating language,

is

system,

aspirates.

Tungus stock

Korea in the fourth and

to

various local

would seem that the

it

to the

strongly represented, for the " Three

is also

The

the vulgar era.

of

by Klaproth

completely fused in the

to a great part of the peninsula,

natives of Pechili and Shantung,
centuries

less

^^-itll

fourteen vowels and scs'cral

as

approaches the Ural-Altaic iypc, while

the verbal inflection resembles the Basque in modifying the endings according to

The

the sex and condition of the speakers.
years old,

at once syllabic

is

than two hmidred

letters,

alphabet, said to be over two thousand

and purely phonetic, with altogether rather more

much

But the

simpler than the Chinese ideographs.

The grammars and

lettered classes despise this orthographic system.

dictionaries

prepared by the missionaries having been burnt dm-ing the persecutions, there have
hitherto been no available
priests,

who

means

for the stud}^ of this language.

But one

of the

escaped from the massacres, has recently published a large Korean-

French dictionary, and a Korean grammar in French appeared

Tokio in

in

1881.

The preference given by the
is

due

parti}'

to

its

greater convenience for holding communication

neighbouring nations amongst
Korea, and the islands in

one another

;

lettered classes to the Chinese idcograpliic system

llio

whom

that system

;uljacent seas the

is

unintelligible to a

The cause

countries

;

and

of this

this

may

be

spoken languages are different from

when

tlieir

tlius explained.

we express by

certain

is

the same in

all.

is

Thus

speaking,

thoughts are expressed in

"We in Eiu'opc form an idea

somids, Avhich differ in different

these sounds are committed to Avriting

alphabet, which are only sjTubols of soimd,

with the

" In China, JajDan,

Korean or Japanese while he

but they mutually imderstand one another

in the mind,

current.

the written language, on the contrary,

a native of China

writing.

is

by means

of

tlie letters

of the

and consequently a writing in Europe

is

EAST

BiG
unintelligible to every one
it

happens
"

to

be

who

A.SIA.

ignorant of the spoken language in wliicli

is

-R-ritten.

The Chinese and the other

—no symbols

no alphabet

of sound

natives

pn

have, on the contrary,

these seas

in

general

Their ideas are committed to

use]].

writing at once without the intervention of sound, and their characters

Now,

therefore be called s^Tubols of ideas pdeographsj.
are adopted in

all

as the

these countries to express the same ideas,

may

same characters
clear that their

it is

writings will be perfectly intelligible to each other, although their spoken languages

may

be quite incomprehensible.

"

The

case of the Arabic numerals in

There

this symbolical language.

their

is

Europe furnishes

a ready illustration of

nothing in the sj-mbols

pronimciation can be ascertained

when presented

&c.,

1, 2, 3,

to the

communicate meaning independent of sound, and are respectively

by which
Yet they

eye.

intelligible

same time the

to the inhabitants of the different countries of Europe, while at the

soxmds by which a native of one country distinguishes the written sjTnbols

1, 2, 3,

&c., are unintelligible to all the rest." *

The

introduction of numerous foreign words, Chinese in the north, Japanese in

The
But the language of
bound to know.
But as

the south, has given rise to certain jargons current in the trading-places.

Japanese variety
culture

is

Chinese, which

is

spoken in Korea

mouth

of

widely spoken in the southern seaports.

it is

all

the lettered classes are

China as Latin in the

as unintelligible to the natives of

an Englishman would be to the ancient Romans.

and object has two names, one a more or

less

Every

and these two elements are diversely intermingled in the speech
classes.

Chinese prevails in the

official style,

preserved especially in the religious
in

accordance with

According

their

various

of the different

while the national language has been

The mass

ser\'ices.

degrees of

of the people use both,

instruction

to the missionary Daveluy, the current

almost exclusively of Chinese words provided with

Social Coxditiox

place, person,

modified Chinese, the other Korean,

and

position.

social

form in many places

Korean

consists

inflections.

—Religion.

Chinese influences altogether preponderate in the Korean civilisation.
administration and usages of the

Middle Kingdom,
political sense.

to

official

which Korea

is

The

world are servile imitations of those of the

tributary in an intellectual far

more than

in a

Nevertheless the people have preserved their national customs,

which often present a striking contrast

to those of the

Flowery Land.

"While in

the empire the whole people are regarded as forming but one family, the various
sections of the

Korean nation constitute

real castes.

Under the King and

his

family, the nobles descended from the old tribal chiefs enjoy the privileges of

fortime and power in various degrees, according to the class to which they belong.

The

civil aristocracy,

the higher functions.

more instructed

in Chinese science

Next comes the military
* Basil Hall, op.

and

aristocracy,

cit. p.

17.

letters,

monopolizes

which takes precedence

I

SOCIAL CONDITION— RELIGION.
of all tlie nobility of

more recent

creation.

Such

847

tlie

is

respect in whicli

tlie

nobles are held, that plebeians must dismount in their presence, scarcely daring to

look

at,

much
and

for

their

all

them.

less address,

They

A

retainers.

translators, interpreters,

of

class

Another quite

the artisans.

and

exempt both from taxation and military

"half nobles," including the secretaries,

and other secondary

officials,

and most of

Then come the "despised"

subdivided into several groups, which hold aloof from each other, and which

Below

include the butchers, tanners, smiths, and bonzes.

stratum of the

women,

in

belonging, some to

serfs,

They have the right

burgesses.

ordinarj'^

Buddhism, which

is

the

are

in practice scarcely to

be distin-

was introduced towards the end

Rationalism of the Chinese type
3'et

disaj^peared

;

of the

professed by

is

while traces are even fomid

which connects the inhabitants of the peninsula with the Siberian

of a fire worship,

In

free

They

to the class of freedmen.

and are

official religion,

nor has the old animism

wild tribes.

and many marry

workmen.

fourth century of the vulgar era.
literati,

the social sub-

the CroAvn, others to the nobles and

which case their offspring belongs

guished from the

all is

of purchasing their freedom,

in other respects treated with kindness,

the

dealers,

distinct caste is that of the peasantry, pastors, hunters,

comprising the great bulk of the nation.

fishers,

from

serves as a transition

who comprise merchants,

the full aristocrac}' to the burgesses,

castes,

are

their dwellings serve, like the mediceval sanctuaries, as places of refuge

service,

the houses the embers are kept alive imder the ashes, for were

all

they to be extinguished, the fortunes of the family would be extinguished with

At

them.

the change of the seasons, and at other important periods, the

be rekindled from a flame obtained
official

religion professed

by them.

even any domestic shrines.
set

When

Fo (Buddha)

which the bonzes are held

lias

must

The

are almost entirely

been extended to the

In many towns and villages there are no temples, nor

The

up by the wayside, and

PohTiesians.

fire

the friction of two pieces of wood.

ceremonies associated with the worship of

neglected, and the contempt in

wood

b}'^

statues of the gods
as

and

saints are

works of art far inferior

to

mere blocks

of

the idols of the

one of these gods rots away or gets blown down by the wind,

the children amuse themselves with rolling

it

amid the laughter

about,

of the

passers-by.

Christianity has some adherents in the country.
first

army

title of

Dom

conquest the

incongruous

have from time
century

to

corps was

commanded by

Austin Konisi Yidcinaga.

At

the time of Taikosama's

a Catholic prince, with the

Since then

new communities have been founded by French
At one time the congregations were

secretly into the land.

100,000, including even some

members

persecutions broke out, and in 18GG as

of the royal family.

many

10,000 native Christians, were massacred.
satisfaction, failed to obtain

foreign religion

still

many of

the natives

time embraced the foreign religion, and during- the jDresent
priests

penetrating

estimated at about

But

several fierce

as nine missionaries, together with

The French

expedition, sent to

demand

any concessions from the King, and the practice

remains legallv an act of liigh treason.

of the
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AND Customs

ILviiiTs

As

ill

China, polyg'ainy

more than one

rarely

licnnitted, although the

is

Marriage

-wife.

On payment

ceremonies, as in China.

— Tkade — Industiues.
mass of the people have

unattended by any long symbolical

is

money

of the purchase

the husband carries

"proj^orly," and henceforth treats her as he pleases, for the

off his

has neither a name nor even a legal existence.

Korean wife

Being without

responsibilities, she

can bo neither judged nor pimished except in time of rebellion.

Although seldom

women

badly treated, the

upper

enjoy

classes arc confined to

an apartment inviolable even

But

are never seen abroad during the day.

up

to the

The men

women.

liberty than in China.

still less

Those of the

to the police,

and they

in the evening the streets are given

lingering behind hasten to return home, and

still

should they meet any ladies on the way, they must cross to the other

side, and
would betray a lamentable want of
Dallet mentions instances of Korean women who committed suicide

To

hide their face in a fan.
propriety.

act otherwise

because strangers had touched them with the tip of their finger.

They

are said to

be distinguished for pretty features and a charming expression.

Funerals

are, as a rule, scarcely

ordinary cases the body

is

and buried without any pomp.
ritual of the

China

But the

Chew, which, owing

Mourning

itself.

more solemnly conducted than weddings.

simplj^ placed

to its

on a
rich

bier, or

and nobles

Robed

veil or a fan, a

to

move about

still

often conform to the

extreme rigour, has fallen into abeyance in

for parents lasts three years, during

regard himself as dead to the world, renouncing
pursuits.

In

merely -^Tapped in a shroud,

all his

which the son must

functions and ordinary

in white, he hides his face imder a large hat,

and wears a

long-

custom of which the French missionaries frequently took advantage
in disguise.

Sons in mourning must also burst out into sobs and

groans at a fixed hour three times a day.

While lacking the cunning
and in hospitality,

of the Chinese, the

which there arc no

to

limits.

Koreans excel them in courage

Honest, simple, and good-natured,

they easily form friendships, but keenly resent injm-ies.

>Serious

and reserved in

the presence of strangers, they readily imbend amongst acquaintances, indulging

even in dancing and other "frivolities," which the Chinese would regard as worthy
only of savages.

Theatrical representations, so popular in China and Japan, are

unkno'U'n in Korea

;

but the people are very fond of music, and especially of

stringed instruments and European

airs,

which the Chinese, ignorant

of

harmony,

*

are so slow to appreciate.

An

instructive

and entertaining account of

of tbe islands on the west coast

Korea."
natives,

is

his first interview with the natives

given by Captain Basil Hall in his " Voyage to

" Shortly after anchoring, a boat came from the shore with five or six

who

stopped

when within 50 yards

of the brig,

and looking

at us with

an

paid no attention to the signs which we made to induce
They expressed no alarm when we went to them in our
boat, and on our rowing to the shore, followed us till we landed near a village.
The inhabitants came in a body to mset us, forming an odd assembly, different in
air of curiosity

them

to

come

and

distrust,

alongside.

HABITS AND CUSTOMS—TRADE— INDUSTEIES.

many

from anything wc had

respects

their appearance forbidding

"

Their colour was a deep copper, and

seen.

and somewhat savage.

Some men, who appeared

to

be superior to the

brim of which was nearly 3

hat, the

349

were distinguished by a
and the crown, which was

rest,

feet in diameter,

about 9 inches high, and scarcely large enough to achnit the top of the head, was
shaped like a sugar-loaf with the end cut off. The texture of this strange hat is of
a

fine,

open work,

like the dragon-fly's wing.

varnished .over, and

It appears to be

made

of horse-hair

by a band strung with large beads,
mostly black and white, but occasionally red and yellow. Some of the elderly men
wore stiff gauze caps over their hair, which was formed into a high conical knot on
is

fastened under the chin

Their dress consisted of loose wide trowsers, and a sort of

the top of the head.

made

frock reaching nearly to the knee,

They were

feet neat straw sandals.

of a coarse, open grass cloth,

of the middle size,

and on

their

remarkably well-made and

robust-looking.

"

At

first

took very

they expressed some surprise on examining our clothes, but afterwards

liftle interest

in anything belonging to us.

be mistaken

on our wishing to enter the

for,

;

way

off.

they

made motions

first

for

;

tience at this treatment

vain attempts to

village,

and when we persevered they took us rudely by the arms
Being very desirous to conciliate them, we showed no impa-

us to go the other

and pushed us

Their chief anxiety was to

This they expressed in a manner too obvious to

get rid of us as soon as possible.

make

but our forbearance had no

;

ourselves understood,

effect,

and

we went away,

number

after a

much

not

of

pleased at

their behaviour.

"

On

on the

we went to the top of the highest peak
down on the village without ourselves
The women, who had deserted the place on our

leaving these unsociable villagers,

island,

whence we were able

being observed by the natives.
landing, had

now

and they had

returned.

all

Most

to look

of

them were beating
The village

children on their backs.

rudely constructed of reeds plastered with

mud

;

rice in

wooden mortars,

consists of forty houses,

the roofs are of

all shapes,

badly thatched with reeds and straw, tied down by straw ropes.
are not disposed in streets, but are scattered about A^^thout order,

and without any

neatness or cleanliness, and the spaces between them are occupied by

and pools of muddy water.
is,

The

valley in

which

however, pretty enough, though not wooded.

of an irregular shape,

and covered

and

These huts

fiiles

of

tlirt

this comfortless village is situated

The

hills

at the top with grass

forming the valley are

and sweet-scented flowers

;

the lower parts are cultivated with millet, buckAvheat, a kind of French bean, and
tobacco,

"

which

last

grows in great quantities.

We saw bidlocks and poultry

our money, or for anything
a present

;

we had

to offer.

They refused

;

but even these they were unwilling to receive.

have a proud carriage, with an

an absence of

curiosity,

succeeded,

VOL. VII.

when offered as
we showed them,

dollars

and, indeed, appeared to set no value upon anything

except wine glasses

when we

but the natives would not exchange them for

;

by

air of

These peojdc

composure and indifference about them, and

which struck us

as being very remarkable.

Sometimes

dint of signs and drawings, in expressing the nature of a

A A
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question, they treated

On

with derision and insolence.

it

one occasion, being

anxious to buy a clumsy sort of rake made of reeds, I succeeded in explaining

He

wish to the owner, one of the lowest class of villagers.

laughed at

first

my

good-

humouredly, but immediately afterwards seized the rake, which was in my hand,
and o-ave it a rude push towards me, with a disdainful fling of the arm, accompanj^-

by words, which seemed

ino" this gesticidation

to

imply a desire

anything

to give

One man expressed the general wish

upon condition of our going away.

departure by holding up a piece of paper like a

sail,

for our

and then blowing upon

it

iu

the direction of the wind, at the same thne pointing to the ships, thereby denoting
that the

wind was

fair,

and that we had only

As

needed for the local demands.

is

which wheat,

millet, nuiize,

But the watery

and

in China, the staple food

all sorts of fruits

it

cultivated.

does the flowers of

introduced about five hundred years ago,

Cotton,

besides

is rice,

and vegetables are

climate deprives the fruits of their flavour, as

their perfume.

beyond

to foreign markets, the country produces little

Being almost closed

what

*

and leave the island."

to set sail

widely

is

and ginseng forms an important item in the contraband trade across the
Tea grows wild in the south, but is little cvdtivated this beverage being

cidtivated,

border.

;

upper

almost restricted to the

which no wine

is

made

classes.

but tobacco

;

is

The vine also yields choice grapes, from
largely grown on the uplands, which also

produce millet and hemp.

Two

thousand years ago masters of the Japanese in most

arts,

the Koreans

now

excel only in the manufacture of certain arms, and of paper prepared from the pidj)
of the Brussonetia

woollen

stuffs,

from China

;

papynfem.

which would be

They weave and dye

and

linens

but the superb conic head-dresses, with uj)turned brims about a yard

broad, are chiefly produced in the island of Quelpaert, from

yellow or black-lacquered. The native houses are mostly mere
piles

and thatched with

rice straw.

In the towns the

Work

those of Japan in their structure and fittings.

misery

is

For the upper

very general.

sorts are almost the sole

"

From

cottons, but not

Silks are imported

so usefid in the cold season.

means

classes,

bamboo

mud

fibre

dyed

hovels raised on

finest buildings

resemble

being held in dishonour,

usury and legalised plunder of

all

of existence.

these and other causes, the Koreans are often reduced to such distress

that they are driven to cross the frontiers into Russian territory, where the characteristics of the race

The extensive

may

floods

be more conveniently studied than in the comitry

and famine

of the year

1869 compelled

so

many

itself.

to take

refuge in the neighbouring lands that their further immigration was prohibited by
the Russian Government.
to Korea,

Some

of the unfortimate fugitives

where they were decapitated, the sentence

attached to

" Those

all

were escorted back

of death being the penalty

leaving the country without permission.

who

are settled in Vladivostok are described as very industrious.

dress in white, and tie

up

their hair in the shape of a horn.

They

Their summer-hats

resemble those of the Gilyaks, except that they are hexagonal instead of circular.
I

went into some

of their houses, the walls of
* Op.

cit.

which were of

p. 2, et seq.

mud

plastered on a

\
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framework
centre,

The

of straw.

was of beaten

floor

and a divan romid the walls.

apartment.

351

earth, with a

mud

fireplace in the

In the best houses the wife had a separate

Fire burns in the centre by day, and the flues imder the divan are

The people

heated morning and evening.

of bronze with a nearly circular flat bowl.
eating, I presented the spoon in one

on millet and

live

rice,

and use a spoon

Taking one from a man who was

hand and a

silver coin in the other, intimating

and when he had taken the coin the master of the house
and,
receiving
from me the spoon and from the man the coin, he gracame up,

buy

that I wished to

ciously retm-ned

;

them

I desired." *

me what

both, implying that he rjave

recently most of the foreign trade was carried on

Till quite

by smugglino-;
Japanese
succeeded in obtaining the right of residence in their old
but in 1876 the
Fusan on the south coast, which has since grown into a respectable town,
with some 3,000 inhabitants in 1878, and, amongst other public buildings, a temple
raised to the honour of the old Japanese conquerors of the land.
Its exports
factory of

mainly in

consist

three years.

It

rice
is

and raw

silks,

and

now connected by

Another concession was made

its

trade has increased nearly eightfold in

a fortnightly steam service with Nagasaki.

Japanese diplomacy in 1880, when the port of

to

Gensan, 12 miles south of Lazarev, was thrown open to their trade.
is

deeper and

a brisk

better sheltered than that of Fusan,

Its

harbour

has already begun to do
gold dust, and " sea cabbage." Encouraged by

traffic in peltries, tobacco,

these successes Japan has

and

become more importunate

it

in her demands, but all efforts

of other powers to obtain a footing in the comitr}' have hitherto failed.

Government
In Korea, the Sovereign
almost divine honours.

It

while to be touched by

him

is

is

is

—Administration.

absolute master of his subjects,

high treason

to utter his

name

who render him

or to touch his person,

regarded as a priceless honour

;

those

who have been

so privileged

adorn with a red ribbon the part of their dress sanctified by the

royal finger.

A mere

movement

drink the poisoned cup.

of this finger sufiices for a disgraced minister to

Although, as in China, the King

censor, the chief duty of this functionary

the capital, a school of design

is

is

a pure

fiction, for

rulers of the land.

For

is

attended

b^^

an

official

sing the j^raises of his Majesty.

In

exclusively devoted to training artists occupied in

reproducing his sacred features.
laws,

is to

Yet

all this

absolute power, milimited

by the

the nobles, like the Japanese daimios of old, are the real
fear of seeing

them

all

combine against the throne, the

Sovereign dare not aim a blow at any of their privileges.
Officially the administration is a
is still

as

inspired from Peking.

On

copy of that of China

;

and

Seul, the capital,

the anniversary of the Emperor's birth, as well

on the new year and at the equinoxes, the King of Korea, surrounded by his

family and courtiers, prostrates himself publicly in the direction of Peking.

he sends an envoy

to the Imperial Court,
•

"When

he kneels four times and bm*ns incense

H. Lansdell'a "Through

Siberia," 1882,

A A 2

ii.

p. 339.
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852

and his
curtains.

letter of

He

homage

is

borne in a palanquin of honour draped with yellow

Peking the

while his consort receives from

At

Queen.
durino"

the King's death social life

which period

justice is arrested,

Next

ambassador in the attitude of an

also receives the Imperial

sacrifices,

and

all

is

inferior,

pennission to assume the

official

title

suspended for twenty-seven months,

marriages, and burials are interdicted, the course of

human and animal

life

must be

respected.

to the King, the most important person is the " favourite," chosen

Through him

the nobles or ministers.

of

without his advice nothing of

moment

from

favours and penalties are dispensed, and

all

is

The Supreme Covmcil

transacted.

of

State consists of nine members, three of the first order, the " Chief of the Just
Government," the " Just Governor of the Left," and the " Just Governor of the

Han-kang, or Seul River.

Pig. 162.

Scnle

^^^^^=r^
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600,000.
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Bnnteh

Patsic

Tortg-tsin

tv

KaQyanfy

Yang +31.0 rj

lcO°50-

12

Right;"
rites,

six of the second order:

MUcs.

the ministers of ranks and degrees, of finance,

war, justice, and public works.

According to the reguhitious

all

the

man-

darins ought to belong to the lettered class, receiving their promotion, as in the

Middle Kingdom, by a
Chinese language.
tions are

now openly

series of three competitive

But

examinations conducted in the

these regulations have long been a dead letter, and func-

sold to the highest bidder.

The penal

code, also modelled on

that of China, has fortunately been considerably modified, thanks to the natural

gentleness of the people.

Prisoners are often temporarily released to take part in

the feasts of the family or of the

and

new year. Great honours

at certain times septuagenarians are entertained

are rendered to old age,

by the King

;

while the Queen

gives a private reception to a deputation of virtuous wives and daughters.

But

TOPOGEAPHY.
notwithstanding

all this,

and in

spite of

many

none the

tion of the people, they eoutinue

andexjDosed to famine and misery.
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beneficent provisions for the protec-

less to

The famine

be oppressed, crushed by taxes,

of 1877-8

is

have carried

said to

off

a million of Koreans, or about one-eighth of the whole population.

The army,

men, or about a million

theoretically comprising all able-bodied

gether, consists in reality of a very small

number

At present

the Govern-

same

the

guardsmen

scaie

:

The

model.

officers,

boats of the

10,000,000.

i

Seul are drilled

of

by Japanese

and gmi-

latest description

have been purchased in

On

swords, and match-

Fig 103.-Aj)Mixjstiiative Divisions of Korea.

ment imports rifles from Nippon, and manufactures others
on

sjDears,

the sixteenth century

locks of
t^^e.

Before the open-

of combatants.

ing of Fusan to Japanese trade the only Avenpons were

alto-

Jajian.

occasions the tiger-

critical

hunters are called out, and these
Avere the

men

pitted against the

French in 1866.

Till recently

the guard wore coats lined with
thick wadding, and said to have

been proof against musket shots

and sword

cuts.

form was

so

greatly

rapid

A

But

this imi-

cmnbrous that

it

impeded the free and

movement

men.

of the

considerable force of native

troops,

equipped in this way,

would have been ahnost

mercy
armed,

of

a

and

at the

handful of wellefficiently

manded European

com-

soldiers.

Topography.
C Pacraa

Hanyang, or
better knoA\Ti

Hanchnng-fUy

by the name

120 MUes.

of

Seul, or " Capital," is the seat of the Administration

and the royal

large city, built on no particidar plan, and surrounded

circmnference.

According

modern writers estimate it
of the Hoa-shan and west
north-east winds,

it is

to the census of

1793

of the

K wan-ling

enclosed southwards

a

of 190,000, but

"Well situated at the southern foot

chain,

by

It is a

a wall nearly 6 miles in

had a population

it

at 100,000 or 150,000.

by

residence.

from the cold
the Han-kang river, which

which

bend of

shelters

it
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Towards

here crossed by a stone bridge.

is

ASIiV.

tlie

north-Avest the river gradually

develops the estuary of the Po-hai on the Gulf of Pechili, with which
cates through

it

communi-

two channels north and south of the large island of Kanghoa.

they are accessible only at liigh water, and according to the pilots

The

anchor 12 miles below Seul.

capital contains

the vast royal palace and the academj^, which

The approaches

of Seul are defended

bj'^

at

have to

no conspicuous buildings except

attended by five hundred students.

is

four strongholds, including Kanghoa,

which has a population of 15,000 or 20,000.
borough of Sou,

all craft

But

In the neighbom^hood

is

the royal

once the Windsor and Westminster of Korea, where the kings are

reported to be buried in " golden coffins." In 1868 some American and

German adven-

turers entered the country secretlj', for the purjiose of carrying off the treasures of
this necropolis, but

being discovered in time they were driven

Sioito (^Siongto,

Kaechmuj),

Kdiseng,

by the peasantry.

off

ancient capital, destroyed

the

by the

Japanese towards the end of the sixteenth century, has again acquired great
importance as a trading place.

A

accessible to foreign shipping.

one of the chief
the

mouth

cities of

still

is

it

to

an

more ancient

official

capital

Like

was Piny an

its

enjoys a considerable local

it

is

more

{^Piengan^,

neighbour, IcJm, near

traffic.

In the extreme

Tdihn {^DaViio^, where are held two large annual

which the imports from Japan are
According

to the coast than Seul,

the north-west province.

of the Yalu-kiang,

south the chief emporium
at

Lying nearer

fairs,

distributed.

geography, partly translated by Dallet, there are

altogether one hundred and six walled towns in the kingdom,

Korea

is

diA-ided into eight provinces, all bearing Chinese

again subdivided into circuits and
to the Council of Elders, who, in the

Communal

districts.

more remote

villages,

names, and each

interests are intrusted

eujoy a certain degree of

independence.

At

the end of the volume will be found a table of the eight provinces, or

to

(" routes "), as they are called, with their chief toA\ns,

Since these sheets were passed through the press, news has reached Europe that

Korea has

at last

been induced to remove the barriers of exclusiveness by which

she has hitherto been shut out from the rest of the world.

In the month of

Jime, 1882, the Government of Seid concluded commercial treaties both with the

United States and England, granting to these States equal privileges and "all the
advantages of the most favoured nations."

England, the importation of opium

is

By

one of the clauses of the treaty with

expressly forbidden.

