A program of the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education
Date: _April 29, 2016_ _ _ _ __

Sesquicentennial Award Application

,,

Type of designation

(please check one)

X Sesquicentennial Farm

Press Contact

(please check one)

I

XI

""-· ... ----

YES, both applicant & contact person (if different)
YES, Applicant only

I

NO

(This give us permission to give members of the press who request it your contact information for possible articles about

your farm or ranch)

Legal owner I Applicant name_Louise Cox_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Farm or Ranch Name (this is the name used in all publicity & marketing)
_ _Jesse & Ruby Looney Farm_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Mailing address of Legal Owner I Applicant _Louise Cox c/o Smith L. Cox
Redacted for Privacy
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Redacted for Privacy

_ _ _ _ _ __

Redacted for Privacy

Email

Contact name (if different than legal owner) _Smith & Teresa Cox_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Redacted for Privacy
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Redacted for Privacy
Redacted for Privacy

_ _ _ E-mail address _

Location of farm or ranch (which is the subject of this application):
County _Marion_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Distance

12 miles_ _ _ _ from nearest town _Salem, OR

----------------

Township _ _9 South_ _ _ _ _ Range _3 West_ _ _ _Section _26 Tax lot #800_ _ _ _ _ __
Address or physical location of the farm or ranch (which is subject of this application)
Redacted for Privacy

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Take exit 244 off 1-5, head 3 miles South toward Jefferson, OR_ __
(Continue application on next page)

Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued
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GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates, if k n o w n - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Please attach a map or drawing showing the location of the eligible property within the context of the
family farm or ranch.

Founder(s):
Original family owner(s) or founder(s) _Jesse & Ruby Looney_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Founder(s) prior Country or State if not Oregon _Tennessee_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) _arrived in 1843, Provisional Land Grant secured on
April 27, 1846_(DLC #53 Approval Certificate Number 705)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Attach verifying documentation. See Application Qualification #7)
Who farms or ranches the land today? _ _ _ Smith & Teresa Cox_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Relationship of applicant to original owner. Clearly explain lineage from original ownership documents to
current applicant. (See Application Qualification #7) _Louise Cox is the great, great, great granddaughter of
Jesse Looney who secured the first Donation Land Claim # 705, south ofSalem, OR _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
How many acres were included in original farm or ranch?
How many acres are included today in the farm or ranch?
How many acres are in agricultural use today?

-

638.08-

- 400- -

400- -

If the farm or ranch has ever been rented or leased, please explain the owner's role in this relationship. For
example, is the owner actively involved in the management of the land?
A portion of the farm is currently being leased. Smith and his mother, Louise, actively manage the property and
work with the leasees in sound agricultural practices.
Year farm or ranch was awarded Century Farm or Century Ranch status, if applicable _1959_ __

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch:
What were the early crops or livestock? Oats, barley, wheat, hay, garden produce, beef & dairy cattle, & oxen
How did the crops I livestock I use of farm or ranch change over the years?
One must realize that Jesse Looney had much land to be cleared prior to any farming taking place. In early years
farm work involved intense physical, manual labor as well as the use of oxen and horses to pull plows and farm
equipment to work and harvest the land. Having a large family provided lots of "helping hands" to assist with the
everyday chores and work. As years passed, the invention of tractors and mechanical equipment made fanning
somewhat easier and allowed for more acreage to be tilled. In 1931 Fred Looney and Walton Looney bought the
first John Deer tractor for the farm, which replaced the team of horses. It's been lovingly restored and remains on
the farm today. The tractor has been enjoyed by many people at parades and festivals in Oregon.
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What are crops I livestock raised on the farm or ranch today?
Today's crops include grass seed, broccoli, sweet com, squash, cauliflower, sheep and a herd of 40 purebred
Hereford cattle.

Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued
History of buildings:
Are any of the original buildings still in use?

Yes

No

When was the first house built? If it is still in use, describe the changes that have been made.
1'1> tt~
Unfortunately the first home is no longer standing. It was a log house built in 1'944..."y Jesse Looney. The
current home that Smitty and Teresa live in was built in 1906 by Fred Looney (Jesse Looney's great-grandson).
When the house was built there was no electricity, indoor plumbing, or running water!
What years were other structures built (examples: barns, silos, machine shops, coops, smokehouses, dryers, etc.).
Describe the changes that have been made to them, including any demolition.
The big red two-story ham was built in 1906 and two other barns were built near the same time. In 2006 a new
"Show Barn" was built to feed, shelter and accommodate cattle on the property.

The family:
How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? Smith L. Cox is 6th generation.
List names and birth years:
Smith L. Cox D.O.B. 6-6-43

The family history narrative:

Submit two or three pages of family history narrative, including, but not limited to generational
transfers of the farm or ranch. Please also submit historical & current photos of the property &
family, if available. Do not send original documents as they will not be returned. Digital format photos
(at highest resolution [300 dpi]) are particularly desirable, so that they may be used in publications, the
program's database or the web site. Submitted information, including photos, will be deposited in the
OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center for future reference. Please send
digital photos included with your application to cfr@oregonfb.org by May 1.
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There is much in a name. With a name of Looney, in the Oregon Country, one is almost sure to couple
with it farming and other admirable qualities.
The family story starts with Robert and Lewellyn Looney born circa 1690 and was a Manx farmer from
Ballagilley, Maughould on the Isle of Man. He, his wife and seven sons immigrated to America in 1731.
It is recorded that the family was attacked by pirates on their voyage from London to the British colonies.
The family settled on 294 acres in the Colony of Virginia on the upper Potomac, for which Robert paid
the Crown a rent of one shilling a year. Three of their sons and four grandsons, fought for our
independence from Britian in the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783).
Jesse Looney was a descendant and great grandson of Robert Looney and was born near Knoxville,
Tennessee on December 16, 1802. At the time of Jesse's birth, President Jefferson was putting the
finishing touches on the Lewis and Clark expedition 1803-1805. His cousin was Andrew Jackson, the 7th
President of the United States. Jesse spent his childhood and early adulthood in the south in wellestablished families. Jesse's family, like many southern families, had slaves on the Looney plantation. As
was the custom, Jesse "inherited land and many slaves". Early in his life, he had adopted a strong belief
in personal freedom and a dislike for slavery and bondage.
On March 16, 1827, Jesse married Ruby Bond who came from a prominent family and shared the same
values as Jesse about the "sin of slavery". They lived in Bates County, Missouri for fifteen years. With his
ideas of human freedom they decided to leave the land of his birth and its tradion of human slavery and
seek a home elsewhere and a place to rear their family under bettr influences.
It was the appeal of good land and human freedom that drove Jesse and Ruby to head west. With their
six children and Dr. Marcus Whiman as their captain and guide, they joined a wagon train in
Independence, Missouri headed for the Oregon country. Besides the Looneys were the Applegates,
Waldos, Nesmiths, Fords, Kaisers, Delaneys and others who became prominent in Oregon. The wagon
train of 1843 was comprised of over 1,000 people, 100 wagons and 5,000 oxen. The Looney's had three
wagons and one was built like a boat, with a tight bottom, so to ford the streams and keep their cargo
dry. "They brought with them much provision for their own family and some to give to the less
fortunate, bacon, flour, garden seed, a quart of apple seeds, and tools, everything with which to start a
new home in the west:'
Along with the three wagons, they brought twenty head of choice cows, four brood mares and extra
oxen to relieve those hitched to the wagons. The Looney family arrived at the Whitman Station (near
Walla Walla, WA) after five months on the trail, in the fall of 1843, where they spent the winter.
The Indians proved so troublesome in the area, that they started early the next spring for the Willamette
Valley. They hastily constructed crudely made rafts with all their belongings strapped on and floated
down the Columbia River to the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Vancouver. From there they traveled on
to Salem in Marion County, and the Jason Lee Mission where they spent time looking for a permanent
location.
In 1843 Jesse chose land in a beautiful location about twelve miles south of Salem, near the Santiam
River, known later as Looney's Butte. He was the first settler to pass beyond the
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hills of south Salem. He secured Donation Land Claim # 70S (T9S R3W Sections 23, 23, 2S, & 26)
containing 638.08 acres on April 27, 1846. The land was fertile, water was plentiful and there was an
abundance of game. His first house was built of logs and one day, before the house was finished, still
lacking the door and windows, Jesse was away and a bear wandered in. Ruby and the children climbed
up into the loft and peered down through the cracks at the bear, who was having a wonderful time,
eating up all the provisions, tipping the flour over and making an awful mess. He was their first visitor
and they were glad to see him go! Looney's home was the only one within a radius of twenty miles for
two years. It was the scene of many an Indian scare. When the Indians came to the door, Ruby would
hurriedly take all the children to the loft, while Jesse would meet them at the door with a friendly
handshake, but with his trusty weapons near by.
One time the Indians drove off the horses and Jesse and some militiamen followed the Indians to Battle
Creek, south of Salem where they found his horses in the possession of the Calapooias and Cayuse
tribes. The horses were finally gotten back.
In 18S7, after the family outgrew the cabin they built a larger "southern style type house" at the foot of
the butte. By 18Sl the U.S. Census for Oregon revealed that his property was worth $4000, had 300
acres of improved and 340 acres of unimproved land ... .livestock consisting of 14 horses, 40 milk cows, six
working oxen, SS other cattle and 60 swine and raised 700 bushels of wheat and 480 bushels of oats, as
well as developing one of the largest orchards in the Willamette Valley. The Looneys also had the first
sewing machine, a Wheeler and Wilson cabinet machine and was brought from Portland by stage after
being purchased there. Today, this cherished sewing machine is proudly displayed in the home of Smith
& Teresa Cox on the original land claim near Jefferson.
For many years this homestead served as a principal station of the horsedrawn stage coach, the
California Stage Company route which ran between Portland and San Francisco, passing directly through
the Looney farm. This stage line carried mail, freight, and passengers between California and Oregon
cities. Under good weather conditions the run was completed in six days and seven hours. With a single
exception, the route between Sacramento and Portland was the longest in the nation.
Jesse Looney was a leader in political, educational and religious matters. He was a member of the
Oregon Provisional Legislature and built the first school and many churches. He was a man of staunch
integrity and one who hated a lie. Almost his last words were, when his family gathered around his
death bed, "Do right, be honorable and tell the truth, a motto he had used throughout his life. Through
a good business sense, he acquired and owned several thousand acres in the Willamette Valley. At the
time of his death on March 2S, 1869 at age 67, he was able to give each of his ten living children a good
sized farm. Much of the land remained in the family hands for more than 100 years.
Louise (Looney) Cox was born Nov. 21, 1922, on the present day farm to Herbert and Nana Looney.
Louise, 3x great granddaughter of Jesse Looney, is the current owner of the remaining original
homestead which today consists of 400 acres, located north of the town of Jefferson. Louise resides at
the Menonite Village in Albany, OR. Her son Smith "Smitty" Cox (born June 6, 1943) and Teresa live on
the farm and reside in the house that Louise's grandfather Fred and Ida Looney built in 1906. A
landmark on the farm that can be seen from Hwy. 99E is the big red barn and windmill, as well as two
other barns that over 100 years old.
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In 1968 water rights were purchased for 400 acres on the present day farm which provided irrigation to
crops such as sweet corn, bush beans, peppermint and pasture for sheep. More recent crops grown
have included squash, brocolli, cauliflower, grass seed and hay crops.
Smitty represents the sixth generation on the Looney family land and has lived on the farm since 1966.
For 30 years, he operated a sheep buying station where he worked with sheep producers from all over
the Pacific Northwest buying thousands of fat lambs and shipping them for processing to various packers
on the West Coast. Smitty along with his parents Delbert "Mike" and Louise Cox operated Cox Sheep
Ranch.
Currently, a portion of the farm provides lush pasture for a herd of 40 head purebred Hereford cattle.
Smitty and Teresa enjoy showing their cattle and have received awards at the Oregon State Fair, Western
Nugget Reno Show, and Denver National Stock Show. Helping 4-H and FFA members to start or improve
their sheep and cattle projects has been fulfilling.
Given how little the American public knows about agriculture and their food sources, we find showing
and displaying our cattle at fairs and Oregon Ag Fest as a tool to educate them about agriculture, the
beef industry, crops, and the history of our farm.
Smitty's sister, Kay Cowanthompson and her husband Bob lives in John Day. Smitty's sons continue the
family's long agriculture lineage. Brad, Buckley, Ashley, Madison & Seth Cox own Traynham Ranches, a
purebred Angus and commercial cattle herd in Eagle Point, OR and son Wade, Danelle Katelyn & Kyle Cox
raise grass seed, filberts, and sheep near Albany.
The names of Jesse and Ruby Looney were among the earliest pioneers in Oregon's agricultural historyr
We are proud and honored to be their descendants and living and caring for the land. We believe in our
heritage and are committed to maintaining the family farming legacy for another 150 years!

Book of Remembrance of Marion County, Oregon Pioneers 1840-1860 by Sarah Hunt Steeves, (1927)
"Looney Farm Oldest in the Northwest". ( March 14, 1937)
Marion and Linn Counties Illustrated Historical Atlas Map, by Edgar Williams & Co. (1878)
Oregon, Marion County Jefferson Looney Cemetery 1850-1992, by Hochspeier-Neely, (1992)
Oregon Secretary of State Archives Division: "Early Oregonian Person Profile", Vol 2, Pg. 010
The History of Jefferson, Marion County, Oregon, by Jesse Steiwer Douglas (March 1933)

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Application
Statement of Affirmation

Lou.\se_.,

r,

.

?X

Redacted for Privacy

I

hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I own at

"- /e.ffa.:s6Y\ 1 0 fZ

,in the County of_~M~a.~.c~t'~o~h----,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

has been owned by my family for at least 100 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the

Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby
affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including that the
farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for three
out of the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application materials
will become property of the OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center and be made
available for public use. By signing below, I understand that I am consenting to the use of both information
and photographs.
Date

Certification by Notary Public
State of Oregon County of

/_j (\ (\

A9n \

,

~~~-----~~~~~-

Be it remembered, that on this ~ day of
20_llQ_, before me, the
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named
1 o u..~~ C..02<
, known to me to be the identical individual described in and who
L.6u- ~ L0 X..
executed
executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
the same freely and voluntarily.
In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above written .
...

OFACIALSTAMP

NIKOLE MARIE MADRIAGA
•

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON

COMMISSION NO. 930824
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JULY 31, 2018

Fees
Application Fee (includes one certificate &
Roadside sign, Note $50 of this fee is
non-refundable)
$ 250.00
Additional Certificates ($20 each)
Additional Signs ($200 each)

Total Enclosed

"-11.Vk~
~
Notary Public fo~

My Commission Expires I 7'3\ / \i

For office use only
Date Received - - - - - - - - - - - -

D Yes

D No

$ _ __

Approved?

$- - - -

Authorization _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator

Make checks payable to: Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education
Application updated November 2015
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Louise Cox
Smith & Teresa Cox
13892 Jefferson Hwy. 99E SE
Jefferson, OR 97352

April 29, 2016
Oregon Farm Bureau
Foundation for Education
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200
Salem, OR 97301
Subject: 2016 Oregon Sesquicentennial Farm & Ranch Program
Dear Ms. Kuenzi;
We are honored and thrilled to have the opportunity to apply for the Oregon Sesquicentennial
Farm status.
Our ancestors Jesse and Ruby (Bond) Looney arrived in the Oregon Territory in 1843 and
their Provisional Land Grant was secured on April 27, 1846. They were the first settlers to
homestead land south of Salem. After their long journey on the Oregon Trail, they selected a
beautiful area in the Willamette Valley for their first home. The farm has remained in the
Looney family for 173 years and we continue our family heritage of farming today.
We thank you for considering our application for the Sesquicentennial status. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to call or contact us at 541-327-2458 or e-mail
coxherefords@yahoo.com .
Most Sincerely,

~~&J;r
Smith L. Cox

State of Oregon Notarial Certificate (ORS Ch. 194.280, 194.285)

Witnessing or Attesting a Signature
State of OREGON
County of

L \'f\O

Signed (or attested) before me on (date)

A9 v--\ \ 020(

f

20 \Lo

LlrA~ Vl~

Notary Public - state of Oregon

Official Stamp

OFFICIAL STAMP

•

" .

:

NIKOLE M/\RtE M.~DR!AG~.
NOTARY Ptr.ii.JC-CREGON
930824
CLHc~MISSION

rm.

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES jULY 31, 2018

Document Description

This certificate is attached to page _L of a Cen~v--~ fu("()') ~\.~CCA.-\-~on (title or
type of document), dated

4 / 20...

, 20 \la , consisting of___.,_____ pages.

Application Fee (includes one certificate &
Roadside sign, Note $50 of this fee is
non-refundable)
$ 250.00
Additional Certificates ($20 each)
Additional Signs ($200 each)
Total Enclosed

ck.=* l~ 7B enc.

$ _ __
$

:l.S-0 .OD

Date Received
Approved?
Authorization

~~~~~~~~~~~-

! Yes

! No

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator
~~~~~~~~~~~-

Make checks payable to: Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation/or Education
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Township 9 South Range J . West
Historica l Atlas Maps of Marion & Linn Counties - 1878 p. 40
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Oregon Secretary of State Archives Division: Early Oregonian Person Profile

Home

Voting

Business

Elections

State Archives

Audits

Early Oregonian Search
New Search

I Modify Search I Return to Search Results

Looney, Jesse
Person Profile
Alias

Gender

Male

Ethnicity

Alt. Date of Birth

16 Dec 1802

Occupation

farmer

Place of Bu rial

Looney Butte Cemetery, Jefferson, Marion Co., OR

Date of Birth

Date of Death

25 Mar 1869

Mother

Garrison, Mary

Alt. Date of Death
Father

Place of Birth

16 Dec 1801

Place of Death

Date of Arrival

Looney, John Absolom

Knoxville , Knox Co., TN

Jefferson, Marion Co., OR
1843

Marriage Information
Spouse

Bond, Ruby Crawford

Date

16 Mar 1827

Location

Jackson Co. , AL

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personprofile.do?recordNumber=l 8072

6/3/2016
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Oregon Secretary of State Archives Division: Early Oregonian Person Profile

Associated Records
Event
Land Claim

Document Type
Donation

Date

Location
Marion Co., OR

OC 0705

Land Grant

Provisional

27 Apr 1846

Champoeg Co., OR

Vol 2 Pg 010

Probate

Estate

Number

Marion Co.

Source

359

Please contact the Reference Desk if you would like to purchase copies of records.

Associated Persons
Name

Gender

Bond , Ruby Crawford

Female

Garrison, Mary

Birth date

Relation

18 Mar 1808

Spouse
Mother

Looney, John Absolom

Father

Census Events
Year

Census Type

1860

Federal

1850

Federal

State

Location ·

OR

Marion Co.

OR

Marion Co.

Household No.

0184

3862

Age

49yrs

Vol

Pg No.

Sources
we; odlc; Marion Probate 359; Cemlis; findagrave

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personprofile.do?recordNumber=l 8072
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Land Status & Cadastral ·Survey Records Oregon/Washington BLM
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Land Status & Cadastral Survey Records Oregon/Washington BLM
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JESSE Ji)ONEY

MRS. JESSE LOOKEY

Jesse Looney built this home in 1867. His .son, David, has occupied it for
70 years

1931 John Deere Tract or

~based in 1931 by Fred Loone y and Walton Loone y

_Left to right - Smith L. Cox & Delbert McLaughlin
photo taken on July 2015 - Jesse Looney Land Claim
Smith L. Cox residence - Jefferson, OR

Descendan ts of Jesse & Ruby Looney:
Louise (Looney) Cox 3x great graddaughter (center of photo in red)
Son: Smith L. Cox
Brad (Grandson) & Buckley Cox: children- Ashley, Madison, S~th
Wade (Grandson) & Danelle Cox: children- Katelyn, Kyle
Daughter: Kay and husband Bob Cowanthompson
Thaddeus Cowanthompson (Grandson)
Tierza (Granddaughter) & Mike Shaffer: children- Alana & Kaila

~Captions for Digital Photos of Jesse Looney Farm Sesquicentennial Recognition:
Red Barn with Spring daffodils- Jefferson, OR. Barn built in 1906 by Fred Looney (great grandson of
Jesse Looney).
Sewing Machine. This was the first sewing machine in the Oregon Territory, a Wheeler & Wilson
cabinet machine, operated by a foot treddle. It was shipped by sailing vessel around the horn of South
American and brought by wagon to the home of Jesse & Ruby Looney, Jefferson, OR after being
purchased in Portland, 0 R.
1931 John Deere Tractor was the first tractor on the farm and replaced farm equipment pulled by teams
of horses. It was purchased in 1931 by Fred Looney and Walton Looney of Jefferson, OR. Restored in
2010 by Delbert McLaughlin and Smith Cox.
Purebred Hereford cattle owned by Smith & Teresa Cox graze on lush Willlamette Valley pasture on
farm land settled by Jesse Looney in 1844.
Map shows Jesse & Ruby Looney Donation Land Claim - Townshhip 9 South Range 3 West Jefferson, OR

