SFR0020
Kenneth R. Chrisman

Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation

Sesquicentennial Award Application
Date

Type ofdesignation (please check)

)&

Farm

•

Ranch

Legal owner /Applicant name /fehS/j£rf-fA ¥\ Redacted
C^K"^X^
A^rf/^
for Privacy
Mailing address ofLegal Owner /Applican
Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

E-mafl address

Contact name (if different than legal owner)

Mailing address of Contact

Contact Telephone

Contact E-mail address

Location of farm or ranch (which is the subject of this application):

County L^h/V//
Distance

Township

J*>

10 O

from nearest town

Range

rj *-[*> flk/ /

'j% /t

Section

35

Address or physical location of the farm or ranch (which is subject of this application): ~gTO
Redacted for Privacy

GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates, if known:

(Please continue application on next page)

Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued
Please provide the following information.
Founder(s):

Original family owner(s) or founders) ^ftTtl^Ul
Year this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s)

C\$/"\$&@S''

/Q /7

Year farm or ranch was awarded Century Farm or Century Ranch status, ifapplicable
Who farms or ranches the land today? Kj^Alf^/ET^^ ^-MAx%MHA/

Cf r^Cf ?.

Relationship ofApplicant to original owner. Please explain lineage

^ >

History of buildings:

Are any ofthe original buildings still in use? pLYes • No
If yes, please describe the buildings and their former and current use:

Are any ofthe buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places?

If, "yes", please describe:

% Yes

• No

i/CuCfSb 7^ f1~t' & //orfFU ^V^A* ^

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch:
Please describe the early crops or livestock.

How many acres were included in original farm or ranch? (fJ-fCs
How did the crops / livestock / use of farm or ranch change over the years?

(Please continue application onnext page)

ok) TtD fH6

Sesquicenfennial Award Application - Continued

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch - Cont'd:
What are crops / livestock raised on the subject farm or ranch today?

How many acres does the subject farm or ranch include today*:

?2
How many acres are in agricultural use today?

<j6
The Family:

How many generations live on the farm or ranch today?
Please list names and birth years:

Please include a narrative of your family history. Please also submit historical & current photos of the
property & family, as available. If photos can be provided in digital format at a high resolution appropriate
for publication (300 dpi or greater), it would be appreciated.
Types of information to include in your family history narrative:
•
•
•
•

From which city, state, or country original owner moved.
Generational transfers of the farm or ranch property.
Significant events in the family (births, deaths, marriages, etc).
Any major changes to operations (methods of production, etc.).

•

Additional information on crops, buildings, other changes from the original farm or ranch.

(Please continue application on next page.)

Statement of Affirmation

hereby affirm and declare that the farm orranch which I own at

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

,in the County of ^L^V/K

has been owned by my family for at least 150 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the
Century Farm & Ranch Program / Sesquicentennial Award, on or before December 31 of the current
calendar year. Further, I hereby affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or
Ranch / Sesquicentennial Award honors, including that the farm or ranch has a gross income from farming

or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for three out of the five years immediately preceding
making this statement. I understand that the application materials will become property of the Oregon

Historical Society Library and be made available for public use. By signing below, I understand that I am
consenting to the use of both information and photographs.

Signature of Owner

Date

Certification by Notary Public
CA

State of Oregon

County of A\ (a V^ gd«
Be it remembered, that on this \8

dayof
AAt
, 20 \Q , before me, the
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county andstate,
personally appeared the within named
t

fcgvxvNiVlv \(l , CWt^tr^vc^ , known to me to be the identical individual described in and who
executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
\\e
executed
the same freely and voluntarily.
In

Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day

nl-invp written
last:t above
written.

c^VjOOR
/ <£>J££q

f

I

Notary Public for Oregon

^^*
""iimiiiii^

Fees

Application Fee
(includes one certificate)

$

25.00

My Commission Expires V- l~) ^ Z0 IU
For office use only
Date Received

Century Farm or Ranch ID No. if on File
Not on File

Additional Certificates ($75 each)

$ W

Application Approved?

Total enclosed

$ mpt*0

Authorization

Make checks payable to:
Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF
(3/2009)

• Yes

D No

Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator
OHS Library
MSS 1604 Program ID No.

To;

Janice Reed

From:

Kenneth Chrisman

Date:

May 18, 2010

Re:

Sesquicentennial Award Application

Please find enclosed my application for the Sesquicentennial Award for
the Chambers family farm located at
Redacted .
for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

This farm was established by my Great Grandfather

Mathew C Chambers as he arrived in the Oregon Territory in 1847. I

purchased the home place consisting of about 100 acres of the farm
remaining in family ownership in 1993 from my Uncle Bert Chambers.
Since that time we have restored the original bam to the configuration
that existed in the late 1870's when Draft horses were used to farm the

land. There were 11 tie stalls and a thrashing floor to be restored and

the whole framing structure was restored to a largely square status via

repairs to the original post and beam, drilled and pegged construction.
It should easily last another 100 years, with a little care and
maintenance. It is also listed on the national registry of historic places.

A copy of our application for this registry and notification of acceptance
is enclosed.

I have also included documents that cover family history, births and

lineage. I look forward to receiving your approval for ourapplication. If
you have any questions or need more information please let me know
via my cell phone at Redacted for
Privacy

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program
Oregon Agricultural EducationFoundation
Dear Sharon:

Enclosed is Sesquicentennial Awards Certificate form filled in with the information
requested. We look forward to and are grateful for this recognition.

As we discussed in our brief phone call last week, I have listed the date founded as 1850.
I am sure Mathew C Chambers arrived on the site in 1847. He was married to Margaret

Knox in 1850 and they established the land claim at that time.
I am not sure when the donation land claim was officially recognized but know that they

remained on that site and developed their holding with out any breakin tenancy. If a

more formal date is required, I would accept your input as theofficial "date founded".

Thank you for all your help inthis matter and we look forward to seeing you atthe State
Fair on September 4th.

Kenneth Chrisman

Page 1 of 1

Sharon Leighty
From:

Sharon Leighty [cfr@oregonfb.org]

Sent:

Tuesday, July 06, 2010 6:03 AM

To:

'Landis, Larry'

Subject: Question on Ses application

Larry
When you research the Sesquicentennial applications at OHS, we need to confirm the original land

purchase date for record # CFR 0759 which is the Chambers Family Farm. The applicant is not sure if
the correct date is 1847 or 1850. We need to confirm this for the sign order.
Thanks.

Sharon Leighty

7/6/2010

Page 1 of 1

Sharon Leighty
From:

Kenneth Chrisman Redacted for Privacy

Sent:

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 5:34 PM

To:

sharon@sharonleightyconsulting.com

Subject:

Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program

Attachments: Sign Certificate Sesqiocenntenial Order Form 2010[1].doc

Sharon Leighty

Program Coordinator
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program

Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation
Dear Sharon:

Enclosed is Sesquicentennial Awards Certificate form filled in with the information requested.
We look forward to and are grateful for this recognition.
As we discussed in our brief phone call last week, I have listed the date founded as 1850. I am
sure Mathew C Chambers arrived on the site in 1847. He was married to Margaret Knox in 1850

and they established the land claim at that time.
I am not sure when the donation land claim was officially recognized but know that they
remained on that site and developed their holding with out any break in tenancy. If a more formal

date is required, I would accept your input as the official "date founded".

Thank you for all your help in this matter and we look forward to seeing you at the State Fair on

September 4th.
I am also mailing this to you as hard copy.

Kenneth Chrisman

7/1/2010

To qualify as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 10 acres with

a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out

of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors.
APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM H0NORS--1976

(Rules Attached)
Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1976
PLEASE PRINT

Your name (Mr., Mrs-. ,~Mjh^) J3^-^C U^ C-h ^Th\Jj £ T*'.$
Redacted for Privacy

Location of farm:

Redacted
for
Privacy

Acres in your farm today:

x

Town A/ ftAA/ V
4Z&#

(Address)

ffA gi

(County)

Acres in original farm: &m £3f$f

Does your farm comply with the definition at top of page? 'Vjjt^
Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print):

Year founder settled on farm?y/-^ ^&£?
How many families have farmed this land?

Where did he come from? y&-y^hi/o?i J~~
3

.

Are any of original buildings still in use? ylf)

Who farms land today? You?^^^

A renter?

_____ A manager?

Other?

If you'own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation?

What relation are you to the original owner? ^L^gtMJLjielkgXl^
If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list

What do you raise on farm today? CtftCk -jSflj+A <& ff^J^^LHj 4t^o_,
How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) J&gJzJL- \&L ^A^^i^f^'7^
Has the farm ever been rented? /]/& _ How many times has original farm been divided? gt
Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.
Do you declare that tfye-.^fca^ffieffE-s-made—akov^-ar^^

your knowledge? '^i^yA
•
~v
j
Mail to: Oregon Dept. of Agriculture

Agriculture Bldg., Safem, OR 97310

•'"'
x^*

/'

a

_^ a

<2j~e>\st

/? f)

j

y^X. ^V^'^Y'e^^,

jPERMISSION MUST BE REQUESTED FoFaNY USE OF THIS REPRODUCTION
•! PROM THE OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESEARCH LIBRARY
' 1200 S.W. Park Ave., Portland, OR 97205 503-306-5240

(10/07)

Page 2 - 1976 Century Farm Application

Submitted by ^£ddL*ULa^^Aa-L*~4^
(Name and Address)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

%$$t*r cJU^U^l -uOMJLjl ^ /W- rf£e iw
9 ^Ai *4d$k& o^zfcji j^W. ^MZn c^M^dbt fc^l&^-^M
tkj dp^^t^£$^J).

/

PERMISSIONMUST BE REQUESTED FOR ANY USE OF THIS REPRODUCTION"
FROM THE OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESEARCH LIBRARY

1200 S.W. Park Ave., Portland, OR 97205 503-306-5240

(10/07)

.

Sesquicentennial Award Application
History of Buildings

The Bam in current use was awarded a listing on the National Register ofHistoric Places

(HRIS96001044). The application and notification ofregistry are enclosed. We have

fully restored the bam to the configuration it had in the 1860/70's when they kept draft
horses ineleven tie stalls inthe west side addition. Currently the North end ofthe bam is

a loafing shed that supports the 10 to fifteen head offeeder cattle that we run every year.
The restored structure was carefully executed over several years, about 7, as we found

time and money to complete each task. Alan Nelson, restoration carpenter, did the job in
strict adherence to period archecture and materials. It is perfectly square now and even
the thrashing floor is now in place.

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch
Please describe the early crops or livestock.

The beginning agricultue was centered around subsistence agricultural activities.
These included an orchard whose remnants remain today, crops providing support for the

draft animals, hogs, beef and fowl. These crops included grains; Oats, wheat and grass
hay. Subsistence vegetables supported a growing multi-generational family as well.
How many acres were included in original farm or ranch?
The donation land claim consisted of 640 acres.

How did the crops/livestock/ use offarm or ranch change over the years?
As more land became productive more commercial crops like wheat and oats
were raised to provide farm income. Additionally, inthe 1930 to 1980 time period, a

dairy project came into being and aherd ofJersey/ Guernsey dairy cows were milked to
sell the high butterfat milk toa creamery inAlbany. In that same time period, the main
crops were feed and hay products insupport ofthe dairy operation.

In parallel, the remaining land was moved into grass seed production as ryegrass
became a major cash crop in Linn County.

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch

What are crops/livestock raised on the subject farm or ranch today?

Currently, there are 70 acres ofAnnual Ryegrass in production. The remaining
28 +/- acres are used to support feeder steers that also use the historic bam for shelter and
hay storage.
The Family

How many generations live on the farm today?

I amthe Great Grandson of the original claimant, Mathew Cary Chambers. My
Grandfather, Jacob Chambers and my Mother Helen Chambers-Chrisman were bomon
the home place.

I purchased the home place from my Uncle Bert Chambers in 1993 to continue
the family line in an unbroken manner.
Please list names and birth years.
Kenneth Chrisman 1943

Pamela Chrisman 1944 my wife

/Yy &W* r**^7^

i
i

^HEW C. *SD HAM ^GAKET "^ ^ ^

„eT Matthew Cary o- Hanna JJ&^.rE^ Kfi

Matthew w*s reare^ajt^ physically robust bo^Be-^the

^

cation so not ^"^Venty-one years of age, to ^J"™*8^ not nking

^^efKnorcrUete, S 1838. After g^f&^Ea to avail
themselves of the opporr

anyon..Boi»s trest^to the Or ^

oountry. He and Ashbyfw™

^

^ oarlng for ox teams

plains in the same "»

a

their board.

for

L^ comtyj

being

Mr. Chambers located a claim «*£° ~£ oould find awife these
was only fourteen years of age T,n y

keeping in a log-cabin.

(Smith)

The parents of Mary Marger*;*«c wer«, »J-Jf^ ousin to

Xt was in the .ames Kn~ barn ^^^.'SS^^S*-'
^er
6etti,6
atitle
to
,1s
W
MatthewX^^^f^
mountains with pack mles **Z**?%£ ta the Indian V.ar of 1855-56, and

X"

*. Chambers education served «£well "^^.tn in clerical

Linn
County Clerk in 1851-52. "though hi treta^ S^ proved
his farm
work he later turned ^s attention to agrl
^ site for the
with fine orchards, stock and grain, he a
building there
S«
Butte public school house, end *>*£*£ on the siteandandtodco*^
in 1863. In 1872 a second building was er
a large
in woo.

-^

Grange flourished lor manor i

with a grange hall. The urang

,chool-house.

Droperty continued a* a scno

membership. Vfhen it dissolved the property
j • 1833 and Mrs. Chambers died in 19ab .

Mr. Chambers died in 1833, ana «r .

TOrried May Lindsay;

The children born to the Chambers' were: Ko,^

^

Willie*
and Matthew, - " W ' ^ J ^ (3 children) jl-**^
married Hora Davis; Cordelia. wile °* Liliian, wife of Jerome ^^j^"""5
^Irried; John and Tho^s unmarried «"££.,,. Albert and Emma
I3 children) ; Jacob married Grace Bouiy v.

/i

(rid3, " Poirlmtf auJL

n

CKClPHM'

Hu
\OC\ra.pl ;'Cjl( tXCOrd OfUbi'Snir^)
Co-j ChlCtLqO,

7llJ, 1511 p-PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.
nan

92G

'

' V

of Tennessee, and of the seven children born to
them onlv three are now living, the third being

Mrs. Comegvs. Mr. and Mrs. Comegvs have one

child, Arthur, who is a telegraph operator in

the employ of the Southern Pacific Company, in

Albany. He was in time to participate in all of
the excitement centering around the early days,
and his first important experience was during the
°-old craze of '49. With pack mules he crossed
the mountains to California, and mined and pros

pected with fair results. Like many of the set
tlers he had a great deal of trouble with the In
dians, and his little log cabin was often visited
Qiurch, in which Mr. Comegys is both elder and by bands of red men intent upon approprfating
trustee. He also belongs to the Oregon Pioneer whatever of value suited their fancy. Later on he
Society. In politics Mr. Comegys is a Demo took part in the Indian wars, principally that of
crat, a'nd at various times he has served in the 1855-6, and gladly contributed both time and
interests of his party, for one term acting as money to secure a more settled state of affairs.
Through his marriage with Margaret M.
county commissioner. His first vote was cast

Grant's Pass.

Fraternally Mr. Comegys is a

member of the Ancient Order of United Work
men. He and his wife belong to the Christian

in 1851, in Lane county. He came from Colorado

Knox, he became associated with a family which
had crossed the plains earlier than himself, hav

which had then a population of three hundred
inhabitants. Mr. Comegys served on the first

born to Mr. and Mrs. Chambers, of whom Robert

1852, and'of the sixteen men he is the only one

San Francisco, Cal.; Martha is the wife of Will

August 12 of that year to the city of Portland,

rf

ing arrived here in 1845. Eleven children were

grand jury impaneled in Lane county, in March,

lives at Toledo, Ore.; William is a resident of

now living.

iam Stevens, of Crook county, Ore.; Mathew is
a farmer in Gilliam county, Ore.; Lettie is liv

ing at home; Edward is mining in Idaho; John
MATHEW C. CHAMBERS. Four miles is on the home farm; Lillian is the wife of Jer
east of Albany is a farm which, for value and ome Williams of Albany; Thomas lives in As

actual productiveness, has few equals in Linn
countv.

Associated with its earliest develop

toria ; Jacob W. is on the home ranch; and
Cordelia, wife of J. J. Brown, of Douglass coun

ment,' with its timber and log-house days, and

ty. Mr. Chambers "became prominent politically

the verv earlv settlers of the northwest, and one

discharging his duties with rare discretion and

with'its later prosperity, is the name of one of in Linn county, and was the first county judge,
who represented in his character and attainments
all that was best among early pioneers. Mathew

C. Chambers was born in Bridgeport, Vt., in

1817, and was reared on a sterile and mountain
ous farm which held out small inducements for
an ambitious and physically robust boy. As a

youth he appreciated the advantages of a good

education, and he so disposed of his home workthat all possible time could be spent at the early

satisfaction.

He continually improved his farm,

adding new buildings from year to year, and
more extensively raising all kinds of stock.
Since his death, in 1898, his son Jacob W. has
carried on the farm, and in his management

evidences the same superior judgment and far

sightedness which marked the progress of his
lamented father. Mr. Chambers is survived by
his wife, now very aged, who serenely contem

subscription school of his neighborhood. This plates the things around her, and retains to a

desire for knowledge followed him on the long gratifying extent her sight, hearing, and other
overland trip from Vermont to Galesburg, 111., useful faculties.
whither he went at the age of about twenty-one.

Having no ties to hold him in the middle west,
Mr. Chambers heard with every manifestation of

JAMES B. DAVIS. Four miles west of Jef

interest of the superior land and mining induce

ferson, Marion county, just across the line into

ments in the west, and in 1847 crossed the plains
with an ox-train which included among its home-

of James B. Davis, upon which he is engaged in

the New Eldorado in Oregon. The tramp across

pioneer of 1852.

Linn countv, is situated the finely improved farm

seekers Ashby Pierce. The two men became general farming and stock-raising. He now owns
warm friends,' and many a night was spent side one hundred and sixty acres once embodied in
bv side over the camp fires, discussing _their the farm where he first saw the light of day, for
plans for the future, when they should arrive at he is a native son of Oregon, and the son of a

the plains was not particularly eventful, and no

The birth of James B. Davis occurred in Linn

serious trouble seems to have been experienced

countv, December 22. 1856, his father being

with the Indians, nor did illness lessen the ranks
of the band. Mr. Chambers spent the first win

"was also reared to a farmer's life, and on at

James I. Davis, a native of Indiana. " The father

ter in Linn county, and in the spring of 1848 took

taining manhood he removed to Lovilia. Iowa,

acres now owned by his heirs, four miles from

1849.

up the donation claim of six hundred and forty

where' he remained until crossing the plains in

With the customary ox-teams he jour-

Oregon
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AND

RECREATION

October 18, 1996

DEPARTMENT
.

Kenneth and Pamela Chnsman
Redacted for Privacy

STATE HISTORIC

preservation office

Dear Friends:

Official notification has been received from the National Park Service, U.S.

Department of the Interior, that the following property was entered into the
National Register of Historic Places on September 27, 1996.
Chambers, Matthew C, Barn (c. 1860, c. 1890)
Near junction of Knox Butte Road and Scravel Hill Road
Albany vicinity, Linn County, Oregon
NRIS 96001044

We extend our congratulations to all concerned.

Properties listed in the NationalRegister of Historic Places are subject to
protective zoning pursuant to Statewide Planning Goal 5, Oregon Laws 1995,
ch. 693, s 21, and Oregon Administrative Rules 660-23-200. Under certain
circumstances, such properties may be eligible for grant assistance and tax benefits
under State and Federal programs.

If questions arise concerning the recent action taken in Washington, D.C., please
be in touch with the State Historic Preservation Office at 503/378-5001, ext. 226.

Sincerely,

^/^^Pt^C^
James M. Hamrick, Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer

cc:

Mary Gallagher

1115 Commercial St. NE

Salem, OR 97310-1001

(503) 378-5001
FAX (503) 378-6447

March 14, 1996
Kenneth and Pamela Chrisman

Redacted for Privacy

Oregon
PARKS

AND

RECREATION
Dear Friends:

This is to notify you that thefollowing property proposed for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places is scheduled forreview during a public meeting ofthe State Advisory Committee on
Historic Preservation in Pendleton, Oregon on May 16, 1996.

DEPARTMENT

STATE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE

Chambers, Matthew C, Barn (c. 1860, c. 1890)
Near junction ofKnow Butte Road and Scravel Hill Road

Albany vicinity,Linn County, Oregon

The National Register is the Federal government's official list ofhistoric properties worthy of
preservation. Listing inthe National Register provides recognition and assists inpreserving our

Nation's heritage. This isto make certain that you are aware of: (1) the effects oflisting aproperty in
the National Register ofHistoric Places, and (2) your opportunity to comment on the proposed
nomination.

Listing ofproperty inthe National Register not only provides recognition ofthe property's historic

importance in the community. Itassures protective review ofFederal projects that might adversely
affect the character ofthe property. Ifproperties are listed inthe National Register, certain Federal
investment tax credits for rehabilitation and other provisions may apply.

Please see the enclosure which explains in greater detail the results oflisting in the National Register
and the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment on, orobject to listing inthe National
Register.

Listing inthe National Register does not mean that limitations will be placed on the property by the
Federal government. Public visitation rights are not required ofowners excepting those nominal
requirements stipulated in consideration ofspecial assessment status under ORS 358.475 etseq. The
Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants tothe property orseek to acquire the
property.

Properties listed inthe National Register ofHistoric Places are subject to protective zoning pursuant
to Statewide Planning Goal 5. Chapter 693 Oregon Laws 1995. and Oregon Administrative Rules. *
You are invited to attend the forthcoming meeting ofthe State Advisory Committee onHistoric

Preservation. The date and location ofthe meeting are given on the agenda enclosed. We hope this
notification ishelpful to you. Ifquestions concerning the National Register nomination process arise,
I can be reached at the following number: 503/378-5001, ext. 226.
Sincerely,
Elisabeth Walton Potter

National Register Coordinator
Encs.

cc:

Mary Kathryn Gallagher andMayD. Dasch

-^Oregon Laws 1995, ch. 693, s 21; OARS 660-16-040.

1115 Commercial St. NE

Salem, OR 97310-1001

(503) 378-5001
FAX (503) 378-6447
73410-807

'1

!.j4
«^

NPS Form 10-900

0MB No. 1(

p

(Rev. 10-90)

Vuotpb
/> <? y

K-

United States Department of the Interior

4

\ - -,

National Park Service
<

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

Ol i V'r ' '

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individu.

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the informa

the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For func
and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the

(P.s. X

y^f^ i

<A l*-M

a!/

-•;-' y

«J

-<W

e-v /£ ''<"Cj

narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewri

>«vw.,

iu

complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Chambers. Matthew C, Barn

other names/site number Chambers. Jacob, Barn; Chambers. Bert. Barn
2. Location

street & number .4 miles north of ict. Knox Butte Road and Scravel Hill Road N/A not for publ.
city or town Albany
state Oregon

x vicinity

code OR

county Linn

code 043

zip code 97321

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this

_ nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in
36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets
does notmeet the National Register Criteria. I recommend
that this property be considered significant
nationally
statewide
locally. (
See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria. (

for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

See continuation sheet

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Linn Co., Oregon

Chambers, Matthew C, Barn
4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:

Signature of Keeper

Date of Action

entered in the National Register

_ See continuation sheet,
determined eligible for the
National Register

_ See continuation sheet,
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Number of Resources Within the Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

_x_ private
_ public-local
_ public-State

Contributing
1

Noncontributing
1

buildings
sites

public-Federal

structures

objects
1

1

total

(Check only one box)

_x_ building(s)
_ district
_ site
_ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing

Number of resources previously listed in the
National Register

(Enter "N/A" if property -s not part of a
multiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:agricultural outbuilding
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:processing
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:animal facilitv

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:storage
Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:agricultural outbuilding
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:animal facilitv
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:storage

N/A
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7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter caugor.es from ,nstruct,ons)

(Enter categones from inductions!

Other: Timber Frame Barn
(Agricultural)

foundation STONE
walls WOOD
roof METAL
other WOOD

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condit.on ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark -x" in one ofmore boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or

represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual

distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

AGRICULTURE
SETTLEMENT
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Period of Significance
ca. 1860

ra. 1860-1900

Significant Dates
ca. 1860
ca. 1890

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explam the sign.ficance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Biblioqraphy

lOtt the books, ancles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more contmuat.on sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (IMPS):

__

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested,
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
Primary Location of Additional Data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency

X

Local government
University
Other

Name of repository:
Linn County Planning Dept.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property
Ip<;s than one acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on acontinuation sheet)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1
3 _

2 Z

4 -

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on acontinuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Expla.n why the boundaries were selected on acontinuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Man/ Kathrvn Gallagher and May P. Dasch
organization linn County Planning Department

data Mar. 1. 1996

street &number Linn County Courthouse, P.O. Box 100
city or town Albany

state OR

telephone L541) 967-381 6

zip code 97321

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

MaPS AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Kenneth and Pamela Chrisman

street & number 1944 Vineyard

city or town Pleasanton

telephone 510-462-0503

state CA

zip code 94566

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the

National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for
listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1

hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data,
and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O.
Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Description
Summary

The Matthew C. Chambers Bam is a side-opening, timber frame bam built in ca. 1860.
Originally five bays in length, an addition of two bays was made to the south elevation
in the latter part of the 19th century. Salient features include a combination hewn and
sawn timber frame with mortise and tenon joinery; a low-pitched gable roof typical of
early Willamette Valley barns; and interior spatial arrangement reflecting incipient
agricultural development in Linn County with its central drive, threshing floor, mowstead
wall, and grain bins. The bam is located approximately two miles northeast of Albany,
Oregon, on the west side of Scravel Hill Rd., a former Territorial Road that was the

main north-south route through the valley at the time of the barns construction. The

barn's site encompasses a knob of land near the western foot of a promontory known as
Knox Butte and although the setting is still rural, the urban fringe of Albany is
encroaching. Located on the former Matthew Chambers Donation Land Claim, the bam
is a remnant of the farmstead developed in this location by Matthew C. Chambers and

two ensuing generations of the Chambers family. The Matthew Chambers log dwelling
and subsequent frame house were located to the southeast of the bam. The frame house

was demolished in ca. 1970. The Bert Chambers House, built in 1941, is located even

further to the south and is located outside of the boundary considered for the current
nomination because its construction date is outside the period of significance. A
noncontributing machine shed, built in 1940, is located to the east of the bam.
Notwithstanding a recent addition to the barn's north elevation, the bam maintains

integrity of location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The
design of the bam evolved during the 19th century mirroring the farm's increased
agricultural production, the adoption of mechanized tools and shifting agricultural
markets. The barn is currently in fair physical condition.
Supporting Paragraphs

The longitudinal axis of the bam is northeast-southwest, parallel to Scravel Hill Road. A
wagon door is centered on the east wall of the original 26x60 foot rectangular main NPS
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volume. The height of the barn is approximately 15' from the sill to the plate. As
originally constructed, the barn consisted of five 12 foot structural bays defmed by six
timber frame bents. A two bay timber frame addition was made to the south elevation of
the barn in the latter part of the 19th century. A lean-to, which continues the roof line of
the original barn, is presently located on the west elevation and although not original,
apparently replaced another lean-to in this location also in the latter part of the 19th
century. A 28'x 41' addition, which functions as a loafing shed, was added to the north
elevation by Bert Chambers in ca. 1980 (Chambers 1996).

The ground surface beneath the barn is uneven and therefore, the foundation is higher in
the southwest corner than in the northeast corner. The foundation consists of an

assortment of large boulders, in various stacked arrangements, wood timbers, and wood

posts, that support the sills and girders at the corners and at intervals beneath the barn.
A continuous concrete foundation replaced the original foundation beneath the east wall,
in the area north of the wagon door, in ca. 1980 (Chambers 1996).
The substructure of the barn consists of a timber sill, four transverse timber girders, and

a longitudinal timber girder beneath the two bays originally serving as the threshing
floor. Flooring under the central bay usually received special reinforcement so that it
would not collapse under the heavier weights drawn into the threshing aisle. The

longitudinal sills are the only hewn timbers used in the barn's construction. Dimensions
of both sills are 10"x 12", with the west sill unspliced along its sixty foot length. The
east sill has been cut and removed north of the wagon door in the location of the
aforementioned concrete foundation. The transverse sills, the four transverse girders, and

the longitudinal girder beneath the threshing floor, are sawn timbers with dimensions
of 10"x 10". Sill and girder connections employ mortise and tenon joints.

Joists beneath the mow bays (two most southerly bays) and beneath the grain bin bay (the
most northerly bay) run north-south while joists beneath the threshing floor run east-west,
from the sills to the central longitudinal girder. Although original joists have been

replaced in a number of locations, original joists remain in several areas. Joists beneath
the west half of the central bay are unpeeled logs, hewn or sawed on the upper face, and
adzed on the underside near the joist ends where they are tapered to fit into joist pockets

NPS Form 10-9OO-a

OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _7_

Page _3_

Chambers, Matthew C, Barn

Linn County, OR

in both the sill and the girder. Joists beneath the west half of the barn in the two most
northerly bays are rough sawn joists measuring lOVi" x 2l/z". Like the log joists, they
taper on the underside at the ends and are fitted into joist pockets. Joists are laid 2 feet
on center. Original flooring has been replaced in many areas. Original floor boards that
remain have variable width dimensions ranging from 9" to 12".
The timber frame of the main volume of the barn was assembled with six bents.

With

the exception of the swing beam bent, located immediately north of the threshing floor,
each bent consists of two end posts, a center post, and a girt (cross beam) connected to
the posts approximately two feet beneath the plate. Braces, measuring 3"x 4", are
employed in several positions: from both sides of the center posts to the girts; from the
end posts to the girts; and from the end posts to plates. Posts, girts and braces are sawn
and connected with mortise and tenon joints. Post dimensions range from 8"x 8" to 10"x
10" with measurements suggesting a slight tapering of individual posts toward the upper
end. On each wall, there are three rough sawn wall girts located between the sill and the
plate. The dimensions of the girts, some of which still retain bark, are irregular but in the
range of Vh"x 4" to 4"x 5". The wall girts are mortised into the end posts thereby
connecting each bent and serving as a nailing surface for the vertical board siding. An
8"x 8" (approximate) sawn plate, composed of three spliced timbers with a half lap
scarfs, caps the posts on each longitudinal side. The east plate, as well as some of the
posts and wall girts, are crudely sawn with bark still remaining on the surfaces of the
timber.

A swing beam is located on the north side of the central drive floor. A swing beam is a
bent which omits the center post thereby providing an uninterrupted space for threshing.
The swing beam incorporates a truss in its design and in the Chambers Barn, the swing
beam has an upper and lower chord separated by an upright and sway braces.
Atop each of the two girts adjacent to the wagon drive there are two sets of wooden
brackets. These brackets were used in conjunction with a windlass system which, using
horse power, raised wagon beds to the then current hay level of the mow where it could
be more easily pitched (Chambers 1996). Referred to as a rack lifter (Arthur and Witney
1972), this is an early technology and its use in Oregon barns is not documented.
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The barn's timber framing is enclosed with an application of battened vertical boards.

The original vertical boards, which were probably not battened, have been replaced in
most exterior locations by circular sawn boards of regular WAn widths. Some of the

original vertical board siding is intact on the west and north elevations of the original
bam volume. This siding, abutting the loft, has been protected from weathering by the
lean-to. The vertical boards are rough sawn, widely spaced, with variable width

dimensions ranging from 8" to 12". The spaced boards provided ventilation and light in
early barns. Some of the boards have waney edges.

Siding has been removed in some locations that are now part of the barn's interior.
Beneath the loft, the siding has been removed so that presently there is no wall between
the main volume of the bam and the lean-to on the west elevation. The corresponding

lowest level of wall girts has also been removed in this area. The original siding on the
south elevation has also been removed above the level of the floor, presumably at the

time of the two bay addition, so that there is no wall between the original volume of the
bam and the addition. This siding may have been reused in other locations since some

wide, rough sawn boards are employed on the west elevation. Siding has also been
removed from the lower portion of the north elevation of the original bam where the
1980 addition adjoins the older bam.

A low-pitched gable roof (approximately 25 degrees) shelters the timber frame. Rough
sawn 2"x 7" rafters are pinned into rafter seats in the east plate. Roof construction

incorporates neither purlins nor ridgepiece. Spaced waney-edged boards serve as roof
sheathing for the original 26'x 60' volume of the bam although some waney edged boards
have been replaced by skip sheathing. Roof boards may have been moved to
accommodate the shakes which are presently nailed to sheathing. Metal presently

overlays the shakes. The eaves and verges of the bam overhang and the tapered ends of
the rafters are exposed.

As constructed, the two southerly bays of the original bam functioned as a mow and the
mowstead wall is still in place. These walls were generally four feet in height and the

Chambers wall is typical at 4'3". The top of the wall is a girt which runs from the end

posts to the center post. Studs, placed 2 feet on center, are notched into the girt and the
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floor. One by ten inch breast boards are nailed horizontally to the studs.The center bay
was the wagon drive which also functioned as the threshing floor. A double leaf wagon
door, 11 feet in height, is located in the center of the east wall and opens onto the wagon
drive. Evidence indicates that there was never a corresponding wagon door on the west
elevation. The bay immediately north of the drive also functioned as part of the
threshing floor. A grain bin was added to the west side of this bay in the latter part of
the 19th century.

The most northerly bay was the location of three grain bins. Bent #2 has a lower second
girt which serves as a top plate for the studs of the grain bin walls. The most westerly of
the three grain bins has been removed in order to provide an aisle to a door accessing the
previous and current additions on the north elevation. The grain bins that remain have
their original board walls and slotted jambs for boards which were inserted or removed as

the level of the grain changed. The wall boards of the grain bins are bevel cut providing
a tighter joint. The ceiling above the bins is double layered of alternating wide boards.

In some cases the boards are waney-edged. The loft is situated above the grain bins.
The original function of a space in the southeast corner of the barn is unknown but
evidence, including a stock door once on the east wall in this location, suggests that this
might have been the location of one or two livestock pens.

Although the construction date for the two bay granary addition on the south elevation
has not been ascertained with any certainty, a date in the latter part of the 19th century is
suggested by the materials and workmanship employed. The timber frame construction is
similar to the original portion on the barn except that the timbers are clearly circular
sawn. Mortise and tenon joints connect the timbers but braces are toe nailed. Nails are
machine cut. An aisle was carved out of some of the original barn's mow space in order

to provide a passageway to the granary addition. While the roof line continues on the
same plane as the original barn, because of the sloping ground surface, the floor of the
addition is lower than the original volume of the barn necessitating two wooden stairs
between floor levels. A ramp provides this function in the lean-to.

Four grain bins and a grain box are located in the granary addition. A double leaf roller

wagon door, now removed and the opening enclosed with vertical board siding, accessed
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the drive located in front of the grain bins. The grain bin doors are singular mtheir use

of diagonally laid grooved tongue and groove boards. Until ca. 1950, these grain bins,
as well as the grain bins in the original portion of the barn, were used for wheat oats,
and barley Astorage loft is located above the bins. In the lean-to portion of the

granary addition, there are two pens accessed by astock door in the southwest corner.
Historically, the south pen was used for astallion while the north pen was acalf pen.
The current lean-to across the entire west elevation of the barn is not original but

evidence suggests that alean to was originally located on this side of the barn. The
original lean-to may have served as an earthen floored shelter for livestock. The current
lean-to like the granary, probably dates to the latter part of the 19th century. The leanto which continues the roof line of the original barn, is timber frame and like the

granary addition has mortise and tenon joints for the timbers and uses toe-nailed

connections for the braces. On the west wall of the lean-to, there are five openings

shuttered with siding boards. Awagon sized door on the west elevation is accessed by
an earthen and concrete ramp. The door has been replaced by plywood leafs which open
like a Dutch door Wood stanchions for cows, added to the barn in ca. 1940 by Bert

Chambers, are currently located in the lean-to. The lean-to, however, originally housed
draft horses. Wood pegs on the west wall once accommodated harnesses.

Alean-to date of construction unknown, was located on the north elevation until ca.

1980 when it was replaced by the current loafing shed addition. The former lean-to m

this location was referred to as the cow barn (Chambers 1996). The 28'x 41 foot

loafing shed addition is one story and has timber posts aligned with the posts mthe older
portions of the barn. The addition has vertical board and batten siding, composed of

materials salvaged from the Matthew Chambers House, and ametal clad gable roof. Ihe
north wall omits siding beneath the level of the gable in conjunction with the addition s
function as a loafing shed. Like the older portion of the barn, the roof line of the

addition although dropped below the level of the original barn, follows the profile of the
lean-to on the west elevation. The wood manger in this addition was built by Bert
Chambers in 1980 using materials salvaged from the Matthew Chambers House.

There is some hand-forged hardware in the Chambers barn. There is ahand-forged NPS
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hinge on the south leaf of the wagon door and several hand-forged pintles including two
in the jambs of the wagon door and one in the jamb of a grain bin. The wagon door
hardware may have been reused when the original wagon doors were rebuilt using
circular sawn boards. The framing of the opening indicates that the size of the wagon
door opening is original.
In addition to the aforementioned evolutionary modifications, steel cables have been
added to the barn extending from the center of the girts on each bent to the plate. Mr.
Bert Chambers indicated that one of the cables extends the entire width of the barn and

was added in 1919 after a large snow storm. The other cables were added in ca. 1960.
A wood hay fork track and Louden grapple style hay fork were added by Bert Chambers
sometime in the period from 1935-1940. The girt and presumably the center post of bent
#5 has been removed. A partial gutter is supported by large brackets on the north side of
the west elevation.
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8. Significance
Summary

The Matthew C. Chambers Bam, built in ca. 1860, illustrates principles of timber frame
bam construction and agricultural practices that are centuries old. Traditions embodied
in the conception of this bam demonstrate a cultural continuity from Europe, to the
English colonies in America, and, at the dawn of the age of mechanized agricultural
production, to Oregon's Willamette Valley. The granary addition to the Chambers Bam
reflects the regional increase in agricultural production in the latter part of the 19th
century, likely the corollary of mechanized threshing. The Matthew C. Chambers Bam
meets Criterion C, in the area of architecture, as a well-preserved example of an early
Willamette Valley, side-opening bam. It is the only known example of a bam in Linn
County with an intact mowstead wall, an important feature related to the functional
organization of pre-mechanized threshing. The barn also meets Criterion A, in the areas
of settlement and agriculture, for its association with Euroamerican settlement and early
agricultural development in Linn County in the nineteenth century.
Historical Background

Matthew Carey Chambers was bom in Bridgeport, Vermont on Aug. 23, 1817, the son
of Matthew Chambers and Hannah Smith Chambers. When he was twenty-one years old,
he moved to Galesburg, Knox County, Illinois where he reportedly attended Knox

College. In the spring of 1847, he joined a wagon train bound for the Oregon's
Willamette Valley. After his arrival in the fall of 1847, he ascended the valley, crossed

the Santiam River, and claimed approximately 640 acres of land at the foot of a
promontory now known as Knox Butte. In 1849, he tried his luck in the gold fields of
California returning to Linn County in the fall of 1850. The following year he married
Mary Margaret Knox. Mary Knox was the daughter of James Knox, a neighbor whose
claim bordered Chambers' claim to the north. That same year, he was elected the first
county clerk of Linn County.

No written documents or oral family traditions concerning the construction of the
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Chambers Barn have come to light. The date of the barn has been assigned on the basis
of architectural evidence and historical information on Matthew Chambers and farming
practices in the Willamette Valley. A date of construction sometime in the period from
1855-1860 is suggested by general knowledge of the typical development of an Oregon
Donation Land Claim on which the timber frame barn is generally erected before the
frame house. Given Matthew Chambers' early tenure on this claim, it is likely that he

would have erected a timber frame barn by 1860. While the barn's sawn frame may
signify a slightly later date of construction, perhaps after 1860, other characteristics do
not support this later date. The design of the barn, as discussed below, reflects an
incipient level agricultural development. Other early characteristics include the very lowpitched roof and the use of non-standardized lumber.

Actually, the use of sawn timbers may not be unexpected. Hubbka (1984:56), in
referring to New England barns, states that "...many barns built after 1840 employed
standardized 8 inch by 8 inch straight-sawn major structural members..." There were
two sawmills located in close proximity to the Chambers farm. The earliest of the two

mills was the Anderson Cox sawmill reportedly built in the fall of 1849. The Anderson
Cox mill was located approximately two miles from the Chambers farm (current Waverly
Lake vicinity), on the main road into Albany (G.L.O. Maps). The John Powell sawmill
was located approximately two and one-half miles to the east of the Chambers farm

(G.L.O. Maps). The Powell sawmill account book has survived with records of sales
beginning in 1857. While the name Chambers is not listed, several of his nearby
neighbors purchased sawn timbers and barn boards (Powell Family Manuscripts).
Like many Linn County farms in the 19th century, the primary crops of the Chambers
farm were wheat and oats. Wheat production on the Chambers farm increased in the
years between 1870 and 1879 when yields climbed from 360 bushels to 1000 bushels.

Oat production increased to a lesser extent from 250 bushels to 450 bushels over the
same period. Matthew Chambers also raised sheep and swine. Other livestock included

draft horses, several milk cows, a few head of cattle, and poultry for egg production and
personal consumption. In 1879, the farm included a 100 tree apple orchard (U.S.

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _8_

Page _10_

Chambers, Matthew C, Barn

Linn County, OR

Agricultural Schedule, 1880).
Matthew Chambers died on Dec. 23, 1898. One of his sons, Jacob "Jake" Chambers,

took over the family farm. In 1941, Jake's son, Bert Chambers, built a small house to
the south of the first wood frame house. Bert Chambers became the sole operator of the
farm after his father's death in 1960 and the Chambers farm was designated a century
farm in 1968. The older house on the property was demolished in ca. 1970. Bert
Chambers and his wife occupied the 1941 house until the recent sale of the farm. The
farm was purchased by Ken Chrisman, a great grandson of Matthew C. Chambers, and
his wife Pamela. Mr. Chrisman is planning to rehabilitate the barn maintaining the
character-defining features which identify this barn as an example of an early Willamette
Valley side-opening barn.
The Eartx Willamette Valley Side-opening Barn

The Willamette Valley side-opening barn is the progeny of a centuries old English barn
building tradition. "In England by the 16th century farmers of the yeoman class were
building side-opening barns, a scheme taken to America with the colonists" (Dole
1974:93). In America, as in England, the side-opening barn was used for grain threshing
and grain storage. According to Philip Dole (1974:88), the side-opening barn was the
major type of barn throughout the Willamette Valley in the 1850s. Characteristics of this
type of barn, which are shared by the Chambers barn, include post and girt timber frame
construction; dimensions approximating 30x60 feet; a height from floor to plate of 15 to
18 feet; a very low-pitched gable roof; unpainted vertical siding; double-leaf wagon doors
with handwrought hardware located on a side wall; and interior spatial organization
reflecting the early agricultural development of the Willamette Valley when grain
production was at a subsistence level and grain was threshed without the benefit of
machinery (Dole 1974:89). The interior design of the Matthew Chambers Barn reflects

this incipient level of agricultural development with its threshing floor; a mow for storing
hay or unthreshed sheaves of grain; grain bins for threshed grain; a loft above the grain
bins; and one or more livestock pens.

The first Euroamerican farmers in the Willamette Valley harvested wheat by cutting the
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standing grain with a cradle and bundling it into sheaves. Although mechanical threshers
were in limited use in areas of the United States at the time that the Willamette Valley
was being settled, generally threshing machines were not an item in the pioneers'
inventory. Essentially, there was a choice between two traditional threshing techniques;
the sheaves could be beaten with a flail—a two-piece, jointed wooden tool swung with the
hands such that one section crashed down on grain bundles laid on a wooden floor or
hard packed ground, or the sheaves could be trampled by horse or oxen. "Called
"treading," "tramping," or "tromping," the hooves of horses and oxen made to walk or
trot on the sheaves replaced the striking action of the flails" (Rikoon 1988:1).
The threshing floor is generally located in the center bay, which also serves as the
driveway, and generally extends to an adjacent bay. In order to provide a space that is
unencumbered by a center post, builders often removed the center post from the bent
located between the two bays which, combined, served as the threshing floor. To omit
the center post of the threshing floor required an exceptional, long span truss (Dole
1974:91). The Chambers barn has this truss.

In the side-opening barn, a haymow is often located on one side of the threshing floor.
Several authors describe the low retaining wall that was often located on the side of the
threshing floor dividing the threshing floor form the haymow. Calkins and Perkins
(1995:49) note that "Smaller horizontal girts often extended from both sides of the central
upright to the bent's endposts. Positioned into the upright, approximately four feet from
the floor, the girts often served as a frame for a short retaining wall, formally separating
the center threshing aisle from the adjacent bay." Gray (1955:4) states that "The hay was
stored in a mow to one side of this floor, and a tightly boarded breast girt kept the loose
grain from scattering into the hay." This wall has been referred to as a mowstead or
threshing wall (Rikoon 1988:10). The Chambers Barn is the only identified barn in Linn
County with this mowstead wall.

Grain bins are another characteristic of the Willamette Valley side-opening barn. Philip
Dole (1974:89-90) notes that along the far wall are "...two or three small grain bins with
a total capacity of about 1,200 bushels and perhaps a small bull or calf pen." The
Chambers Barn has two of the original three grain bins intact.
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The Evolution of the Chambers Barn in the Nineteenth Century

A biography of Matthew Chambers states that "He continually improved his farm adding
new buildings from year to year, and more extensively, raising all kinds of stock" (Anon
1903:1571). In the latter part of the 19th century, two additions were made to this barn:
a lean-to across the west elevation and a granary on the south elevation.
The lean-to provided a stable for draft horses. It is interesting to note that the number of
horses owned by Matthew Chambers increased from 4 in 1870 to 13 in 1880 perhaps
prompting the need for the lean-to horse stable (U.S. Census Records, Agriculture
Schedule, 1880). The increase in the number of draft horses may reflect the increasing
use of mechanized equipment which relied on horse power.

Lean-tos of this design are found in New England from whence Chambers hailed.
Calkins and Perkins (1995:57) describe full-length lean-tos on the rear sides of English
threshing barns in noting that the size of the lean-to was generally determined by the
amount of area that could be covered by the extension of the main roof, because most
builders maintained the original pitch of the roof. The barn-length shed across the rear
side creates a saltbox-roof appearance (Noble and Cleek 1995:78).

A two bay granary addition extended the barn to the south. The addition of bays to
either gable end was a common solution to expanding this type of barn in New England.
This addition greatly increased the grain storage capacity of the barn and reflects the
increased agricultural productivity of the farm. A large grain bin was also added to the
original portion of the barn. The placement of this grain bin over a portion of the
original threshing floor reveals that the threshing floor was no longer needed.
Comparative Analysis

The number of surviving timber frame barns dating to the early period of Linn County
history is uncertain because the county has not been comprehensisvely surveyed for this

type of resource. One early Linn County barn, the Hugh Leeper Brown Barn, built in
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ca. 1849, was listed on the National Register in 1978 and is among the oldest extant
buildings in Linn County. Other early barns that have been inventoried include the
Gideon Backus Barn and the Pearl Barn. These barns, and other barns which represent
the first generation of Euroamerican settlement, are very important for while standard in
concept, these early barns were highly individual in construction detail (Klein 1978).
The Chambers Bam is notable for its ability to interpret agricultural practices in the 19th
century. The Chambers Bam may be the only bam in Linn County to survive with its
mowstead wall intact.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated area is located in the SE lA of the SW 14 Section 35 of Township 10S,
Range 3W of the Willamette Meridian, in Linn County, Oregon. The nominated area,
rectangular in shape, encompasses .6 acres of tax lot 500. Boundaries of the nominated
area parallel the four sides of the bam and lie at a distance of 20 feet from the south
wall, 50 feet from the west wall, 30 feet from the north wall, and 100' feet from the east
wall of the barn.

Boundary Justification

The south, west and north boundaries are defined by fencing delineating the current
barnyard associated with the bam. The east boundary is extended to encompass a portion
of the driveway leading to the bam and a non-contributing machine shed which is situated
in close proximity to the bam.
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Photograph Catalogue
Chambers, Matthew C, Barn, Linn County, Oregon
Photographer: Mary Kathryn Gallagher
Printed by Bob Ross
Negatives on file at the Linn County Planning Department, Linn County Courthouse,
Albany, Oregon
1) General setting, looking to the northwest, Feb. 21, 1996.
2) East elevation, looking west, Feb. 21, 1996.

3) South elevation, looking northeast, Sept. 27, 1995.
4) West elevation, looking east, Sept. 27, 1995.

5) Oblique view, north and west elevations, Sept. 27, 1995.

6) Hand forged pintle and hinge on the lower portion of the south leaf of the wagon door
on the east elevation, Sept. 27, 1995.
7) Fieldstone foundation, southeast corner of original barn volume, Feb. 21, 1996.

8) Substructure detail illustrating fieldstone foundation, girder and log joists, Feb. 21,
1996.

9) Looking southeast at end post of bent #2 illustrating connection of girts, wall girts and
braces, Feb. 21, 1996.

10) Bent #3, swing beam, Sept. 27, 1995.

11) Mowstead wall, looking west from wagon door, Sept. 27, 1995.
12) Grain bins in the granary addition, looking southwest, Feb. 21, 1996.
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Sharon Leighty
From:
Sent:

Kyle Jansson [kyle.jansson@state.or.us]
Friday, August 06, 2010 8:07 AM

To:

Sharon Leighty; 'Richard Engeman'
Re: FW: Chambers Family Land Claim

Subject:

Sharon:

I happened to find the Chambers SQ app and I see that the land mentioned in the DLC info
and the SQ app are the same, so I'm good with the SQ award.
Kyle

Kyle Jansson
Coordinator

Oregon Heritage Commission
725 Summer St. NE, Suite C
Salem, OR 97301-1266
(503) 986-0673
FAX (503) 986-0793

kyle.jansson@state.or.us

Keep up with the latest developments in Oregon heritage by joining the Oregon Heritage
Listserv at http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/Heritage
>>> "Sharon Leighty " <cfr@oregonfb.org> 8/5/2010 7:55 PM >>>
Please note the outcome of Larry's research today on the Chambers Family Farm.
Larry is
recommending that we honor the application based on this research.
I have not contacted
the family based on this email from Larry.
Please let me know if you do not agree with Larry's recommendation and I will call the
Chambers

Farm this

weekend.

Thanks.

Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program
A program of Oregon Agricultural Foundation
3415

Commercial

Salem,

OR

Street

NE

97302

503-400-7884

<mailto:cfr@oregonfb.org> cfr@oregonfb.org

<http://www.oregonfb.org> www.oregonfb.org

From:

Landis,

Sent:

Thursday,

Larry [mailto:larry.landis@oregonstate.edu;
August 05,

2010 4:36 PM

To: 'Sharon Leighty '
Subject: RE: Chambers Family Land Claim
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Sharon Leighty
From:

Sharon Leighty [cfr@oregonfb.org]

Sent:

Thursday, August 05, 2010 7:56 PM

To:

'Kyle Jansson'; 'Richard Engeman'

Subject:

FW: Chambers Family Land Claim

Attachments: 0418_001.pdf
Please note the outcome of Larry's research today on the Chambers Family Farm. Larry is

recommending that we honor the application based on this research. I have not contacted the family
based on this email from Larry. Please let me know if you do not agree with Larry's recommendation and
I will call the Chambers Farm this weekend. Thanks.

Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program
A program of Oregon Agricultural Foundation
3415 Commercial Street NE

Salem, OR 97302
503-400-7884

cfr@oregonfb. org
www.oregonfb. org

From: Landis, Larry [mailto:larry.landis@oregonstate.edu]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 4:36 PM
To: 'Sharon Leighty'
Subject: RE: Chambers Family Land Claim
Hi Sharon,

The Metsker's Atlas of Linn County from 1967 definitely shows a DLC for Matthew Chambers. The
owners of that DLC land in 1967 include a B.W. Chambers, who is likely the same Bert W. Chambers
who completed the 1976 Century Farm application. I decided to dig one level deeper (which is why I
am responding so late in the day) in order to try to resolve this, and found a publication from 1983 that
lists all of the Linn County DLC holders. I found Matthew Chambers in v. 5; attached are relevant pages.
According to this publication he settled on his claim in 1851. There is no indication that Matthew
Chambers purchased and moved to a different farm in 1866. Based upon this information, I would lean
toward accepting the Chambers Farm sesquicentennial application.
Larry

From: Sharon Leighty [mailto:cfr@oregonfb.org]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 3:25 PM
To: Landis, Larry
Subject: Chambers Family Land Claim
Hi Larry

Did you get a chance to check the Chambers Family date on the land claim? I would like to call them
tonight if possible. Thanks.
Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

8/5/2010

-) ',) /.

Oregon^erritory
^Donation jCand

Claim families

M

: ??3Sggag3^aBag^£miasa»sai»!ss^^

11

HUSBAND CHAMBERS, MATHEU CAREY
Date
Town
Birth

Death
Burial

Ref:

County or

M.JJ-A.

23 Dec. 1898
Knnv Rntte area.
Knox Butte Gem.

Father

or Country
VT

Linn

OR T.

Linn

OR

Linn

OR

KNOX r MARY MARP.ARET

Date
Birth

Town

OR T. in 1845

Ref:

County or

State or Country

Frovince

1836

Death

Father

State

Addison

Mother

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME

Burial

Prov i nee

23 Amr 181?

Marriage 27 Mar 1811

DLC 792 0C

1923

Knox Butte Cem.

Linn

James Knox DI£ #131

Husband [Other Marriages]

Mother

OR

Le ticia Smith

NQ5JE

[Other Marriages]
NfKTS
♦Children [Of Each Marriage] - Husband tChildren [of Each Marriage] - Wife

H

Wife

ARRIVED OREGON TERRITORY ON: 6 Sep 184?
LOCATED IN: Township 1OS/1 IS Range 3W
Acres 639-9^
Area Knox Butte area

[1st-13 )(2nd-

(1st- 13 )(2 ndSETTLED

Section

CLAIM

](3rd-

)
)

ON: Nov

1851

3^i 35, 2, 3

*

east of Albany

•

13
CHILDREN AND SPOUSE

1 ROBERT

Mary E. Lindley

Date

[ ounty

B

1852

m

8 Nov 1882

K Etc .

Linn

State

or

Country

'•-

OR T.
Linn

«; 1

OR

D

' 1

B

••

Ref ! LitiOfi @ Toledo. OR in ca 1900
2WTT.T.TAM

B

1853

Linn

OR T.

1 inn

OR T.

HI

M

D

1929

B

'-'1 ui n

Ref: Living @ San Francisco, CA ca 1900

3 MATTHEW

B

I856

1

M
D

1

B

Ref: Living in Gilliam Co. OR ca 1900
4. ALBERT
b
21 Sep 1857
M

D

Linn

OR T.

NEVER MARRIED

24 Jul 1862

Linn

1860

Linn

CR

•J

B

Ref:

5.MARTHA

William Stephens
-.

B

OH

M
D
B

Ref: Living in Crook Co. OR ca 1^00
6 J5DWARD

B

'"111 D&rlS

M

1862

^ Nov 1891

Linn

Linn

B

OR
OR

0
B

Ref: Mining in Idaho ca 19'uO
j

1

.

1

J
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MATHEW CAREY CHAMBERS
ALBANY DEMOCRAT:

Albany, Oregon January 13, 1899.

Mathew Carey Chambers died December 23, I898, aged 81 years and k months. Born •
in Bridgeport, Vernont

August 23, 181? where he spent his boyhood days

About the year 1840 he followed his parents who had^reviousl^removeH; Gales- '

Burg, KnoxCo

IL. where he made his home until the first day of April 1847

when with Mr. Ashby Fearce, now of Albany, Oregon, Mr. Powell Mr

Tnhn t™,*L v i

Mr. Bowman, Mr. Wm. Alphin and their families D^i^^^Sri^Jjo^dSteCk•
Oregon arriving at St Joseph about the last of the month where they replenished

their supplies and on the first day of May again started on their long weary

journey across the plains braving starvation and such trials and dangers that

we of this generation would be appalled at.

Arriving in the Willamette Valley early in the forenoon of September 5th of the
same year where they rested their worn out teams until the next day, continuing
their journey to Knox Butte which they reached about the 12th and settled for
the winter.

to the spring of '48 with a number of others formed a company to protect emigrants
from Indians in the Walla Walla country, happily their services were not needed

and he returned to Knox Butte the following fall. In the spring of '49 he went
to California for gold but met with indifferent success as a miner and again

returned to Knox. Butte in the fall of 1850. March 27th I85I he united in marriage
to Mary Margaret Knox and the following October with his bride settled on his

Donation Claim where he has resided continuously for the past 47 years engaged
in the quiet pursuits of an agricultural life.

To Mr. and Mrs. Chambers 13 children were born, 8 sons and 5 daughters. An aged
wife, 7 sons, 4 daughters, and 4 grandchildren survive him.

The children were

all present except one son, in Hollister, California, when his spirit took its
flight to a home beyond the grave, hail and farewell.

Galesberg, Illinois and Independence Kansas papers please copy.

He was the second County Clerk of the County of Linn, Oregon, but the first record
was made by him as clerk, there being no record of his reputed predecessor.
*•*-•**-**•*-*-*--*
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Sharon Leighty
From:

Sharon Leighty [cfr@oregonfb.org]

Sent:

Monday, July 26, 2010 4:22 PM

To:

'Landis, Larry'

Subject: RE: Question on Ses application
Larry

First - thanks for your hard work. Based on the dates you found in the file, the Chambers Farm would not
be eligible for the 150 award until 2016.

Does the application back up the land claim date? Can you scan the file for me please? I think the

family might need these records also. This may need to go out to the board for discussion... The family
has worked hard on the application.
Your email:

The 1976 Century Farm application for the Chambers Family Farm lists 1866 as the date that the farm
was established - also the year that Matthew Chambers filed a DLC. There is a note on p. 2 of the
application that states "Matthew Chambers settled here in 1847." This is probably the more generic
"here," meaning Linn county, rather than the farm. I have a photocopy of the application and can scan
and send it to you if need be.
Thanks.

Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program
A program of Oregon Agricultural Foundation
3415 Commercial Street NE

Salem, OR 97302
503-400-7884

cfr@oregonfb. org
www. Oregon fb. org

From: Landis, Larry [mailto:larry.landis@oregonstate.edu]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 11:55 AM
To: 'Sharon Leighty'
Subject: RE: Question on Ses application
Hi Sharon,

Here is what I found (and did not find) during my research trip to the OHS research library on Saturday The 1976 Century Farm application for the Chambers Family Farm lists 1866 as the date that the farm
was established - also the year that Matthew Chambers filed a DLC. There is a note on p. 2 of the
application that states "Matthew Chambers settled here in 1847." This is probably the more generic
"here," meaning Linn county, rather than the farm. I have a photocopy of the application and can scan
and send it to you if need be.

Mitchell Farm - there were no photos included with the original application (nor for the Chambers Farm
either). I checked the OHS photo index for possible photos, but came up with nothing. Unfortunately
the index only covers a small portion of their photographic holdings.

7/26/2010

Page 2 of 3

The Byron Scott Farm was a Century Farm in 2009, and so yes, Kyle likely has the application file.
Regards,
Larry

From: Sharon Leighty [mailto:cfr@oregonfb.org]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 1:55 PM
To: Landis, Larry
Subject: RE: Question on Ses application
Larry

Thanks for completing this research for us!

Chambers Family Farm - # CFR0759 - was the original land purchase date 1847 or 1850? Kenneth Chrisman,
current applicant, believes it is 1850 for the land donation. The family arrived on the site in 1847 but made the
land claim in 1850.

Buzz Mitchell Farm - #CFR0279 - award 1973 - application complete but lacking photos. Can you borrow any
photos from the file or make an image of them at OHS?

Byron Scoot Farms - CFR1149 - the award was made in 2009 so I think the file is in Salem at Kyle's office. I will
try to get photos from Kyle when he gets back from vacation.
Good luck.

Sharon Leighty
Program Coordinator

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program
A program of Oregon Agricultural Foundation
3415 Commercial Street NE

Salem, OR 97302
503-400-7884

cfr@oregonfb. org
www. Oregonfb. org

From: Landis, Larry [mailto:larry.landis@oregonstate.edu]
Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2010 10:20 AM
To: 'Sharon Leighty'
Subject: RE: Question on Ses application
Sharon,

I am scheduling a research trip to OHS for this Saturday. In addition to the Chambers Family Farm's original
purchase date, is there specific information that I am looking for relative to the other two applications? And can
you remind me what the farm names are? My CFRP materials are at home and I am scheduling my visit from
work.

Larry

From: Sharon Leighty [mailto:cfr@oregonfb.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 06, 2010 10:39 AM
To: Landis, Larry

7/26/2010
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