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Joanne Emerson Brewer

A program of the Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Application
Type of designation (please check)
Legal owner / Applicant name

xD

Century Farm

•

Century Ranch

Joanne Emerson Brewer

Farm or Ranch Name (this is the name used in all publicity & marketing)
Emerson Dell Farm

Mailing address of Legal Owner / Applicant _
Redacted for Privacy
Redacted for
Privacy

Telephone

Redacted for Privacy

E-mail address

Contact name (if different than legal owner)

Mailing address of contact

Contact telephone

E-mail address

Location of farm or ranch (which is the subject of this application):
County

Wasco

Distance

15 miles

Township

IN

from nearest town

Range

15E

The Dalles, Oregon

Section _19,20,29,30

Address or physical location of the farm or ranch (which is subject of this application)
Redacted for Privacy

GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates, if known _ Lat 4532.82 N Long. 1258.83 W_
Please attach a map or drawing showing the location ofthe eligible property within the context ofthe
familyfarm or ranch.

Application updated January 2014

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Application - Continued
Founder(s):
Original family owner(s) or founder(s)

Chester William Emerson

Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) _1883_
See JPEGfile EmersonCenturyFarmGeorgeAllenl883

Who farms or ranches the land today?

David R. Brewer

Relationship of applicant to original owner. Clearly explain lineage from original ownership documents to
current applicant. (See Application Qualification #7) Great Granddaughter
How many acres were included in original farm or ranch?

_1040

How many acres are included today in the farm or ranch?

_2840

How many acres are in agricultural use today?

_2840

If the farm or ranch has ever been rented or leased, please explain the owner's role in this relationship. For
example, is the owner actively involved in the management of the land?

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch:
What were the early crops or livestock?

Wheat, Cattle, Horse, Forage Crops, Sheep and Pigs

How did the crops / livestock / use of farm or ranch change over the years?

Horses were not needed by 1940. They needed as many as 50 horses in the early 1900 's. The sheep andpigs
were no longer raised by 1945. The machines replaced the horses in 1940 's.

What are crops / livestock raised on the farm or ranch today?
Wheat

Barley
Mustard

Forage Crops
Canola

BeefCattle
Application updated January 2014

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Application - Continued
History of buildings:
Are any of the original buildings still in use?

X Yes

No

When was the first house built? If it is still in use, describe the changes that have been made.
Homestead House and Barn-1884

Home Place House- late 1880 's or early 1890 *s and is still in use
Old shop used nowfor equipment storage

What years were other structures built (examples: barns, silos, machine shops, coops, smokehouses, dryers,
etc.). Describe the changes that have been made to them, including any demolition.
Walkins Barn burned in 1913. A new one was built in 1914

A new shop was built in 1990

The family:
How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? 3
List names and birth years:
Joanne Emerson Brewer- 1936
David Robert Brewer-1964

William Emerson Brewer-1998

Riley Anne Brewer -2001

The family history narrative:
Submit two or three pages of family history narrative, including, but not limited to generational
transfers of the farm or ranch. Please also submit historical & current photos of the property &
family, if available. Digital format photos (at highest resolution [300 dpi]) are particularly desirable,
so that they may be used in publications, the program's database or the web site. Submitted
information, including photos, will be deposited in the OSU Libraries - Special Collections &
Archives Research Center for future reference. Please send digital photos included with your
application to cfr@oregonfb.org by May 1.

Type of information to include in your family history narrative:
•

•
•

Where founder(s) may have moved from to farm or ranch

Significant events in the family (births, deaths, marriages, etc.)
Any major changes to operations (methods of production, etc.)
• Additional information on crops, buildings, other changes from the original farm or ranch

Application updated January 2014
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(Continue application on next page)

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Application
Statement of Affirmation

I,

Joanne Emerson Brewer

hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I own at
, in the County of

The Dalles, OR

Wasco

has been owned by my family for at least 100 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the
Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby
affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including that the

farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for three
out of the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application materials
will become property of the OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center and be made
available for public use. By signing below, I understand that I am consenting to the use of both information

and pj^tographs.
Signature of Owner

Date

Certification by Notary Public

State of Oregon County of _LOQf^D_
Be it remembered, that onthis 1Q day of {Y^QfpJn

, 20 \H , before me, the

undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named

TTrsa(\0£ £ fa&jJ^-C
, known to me to be the identical individual described in and who
executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that "T^C^QQnp^ £ iSteuue/^
executed
the same freely and voluntarily.

In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above written.
OFFICIAL SEAL

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission Expires~3cpJ3(U \1 o^>\^0

CHRISTINA S BLISS
NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON
COMMISSION NO. 464997

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JANUARY 17,2..

For office use only

Fees

Application Fee (includes one certificate &
roadside sign, Note $50 ofthisfee is
nonrefundable)
$ 250.00

Date Received

Additional Certificates ($20 each)
Additional Signs ($200 each)

$

Approved?

Total Enclosed

$

Authorization

• Yes

•

No

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator

Application updated January 2014
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Emerson Farm

Founder

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth—oops, wrong story—no, not really, this
land that the Emerson family has been stewards of since 1883 truly is God's country.

Chester William Emerson (Chet) was born in 1854 at Angles Camp, California. His parents left
Joliet, Illinois in 1852 and came west on the Oregon Trail. They buried their first born son along
the trail near the mouth of the Deschutes River. Travel from Portland to San Francisco was by
steamer. They settled in Angles Camp where he was a blacksmith/wheel right. When Chet was
7 years old, his father disserted his wife and 3 sons. His mother then married another blacksmith,
Chancy Morse who had 4 children.

For a time Chet worked on a sheep shearing crew working between Mexico and Canada. The
crew did some work in Wasco County. This was his introduction to Wasco County.
Chet married Elizabeth Jane Russell in 1874. Two children were born in California. Lillian in

1875 in Copperopolis and Chester Frank (Frank) in 1879 in Farmington. Chet moved his young
family to The Dalles in 1880 where he worked as a blacksmith on the railroad. A third child,
Cybert (Bert) was born in The Dalles in 1882.
Elizabeth Russell Emerson died in 1891. Chester married Annie Swinford in 1892. She had a

son, Charles, who was about the same age as Chefs sons. Annie died in 1906 and he married
Pinky Palmer in 1907 who soon also died. He married Alice Cowan in 1908. Chet died in 1938
and Alice in 1944.

Land Acquisitions
Chet purchased his first 120 acres on Fifteen Mile creek in 1883. This land had a small stone
house into which Chet moved in 1884. Remnants of the house and the rock fences are still

visible today. He maintained a home in The Dalles so his children could attend school and he
could continue his job with the railroad.

Through the Homestead Act, Chet applied for 160 acres of land bordering his first purchase. The
Act required that the applicant live on the property and make improvements for at least 5 years.
So he built a frame house for his family. The house succumbedto old age in the 1970's but
remnants of the barn he built still stand. The title to the Homestead property was issued in 1892.
In 1893 he purchased 80 acres of "railroad land" from a banker in San Francisco. This land

bordered the Homestead land. He continued to purchase land around the original starting point.
His last farmland purchase in Wasco County he bought at auction on the steps of the court house
in The Dalles in 1900. This farm (Watkins) included a house, barn, shopand otheroutbuildings.
Some of those buildings are still in use today. This purchase completed what we now call the
Home Place.

Heirs

Frank married Fannie Dale Moe in 1902 and they moved into the Home Place home. Bert
married Laura Remington in 1903 and they moved into the Homestead house. Frank and Fannie
had 7 children, two died as infants. Survivingwere: Florence, Chester Harold, Eldon, Allen and
Frank Jr.

Frank and Bert worked in an Emerson Brothers partnership from 1907 until 1915. Frank became
the owner of the Homestead and the additional purchases that made up the 1040 acres of what is

known as the Home Place. In 1925 he purchased a neighboring farm. The Davis family had
succumbed in the 1918 flu epidemic.

Two of Frank's sons, Harold and Eldon started farming with their father as soon as they got out
of school. Harold married Leveita Lambert in 1928 and they moved into the Home Place home.
They hadthree children; Annadale, Floyd and Marilyn. Eldon married Myrtle Davies in 1936
and moved intothe Davis home. This home burned in 1945 andtheymoved into the Wilhelm
house. They hadthree daughters; Joanne, Helen and Jean. Frank gave Harold and Eldon a lease
to farm in 1941. They operated as Emerson Brothers. Frank died in 1944 leaving the farm to his
wife and children. Over the years Harold and Eldon purchased their sibling's interest in the
farm. In 1945 Harold and Eldon purchased another neighboring farm from Tony Wilhelm
bringing the total acreage of the current operationto 2840.

In 1966 Harold retired and Eldon purchased his share. Eldon'sdaughter and son-in-law, Joanne
and Robert Brewer began farming with Eldon and Harold in 1959. Joanne and Robert married in

1958 and had three children; Lynne, David and Dean. They moved into the Home Place home in
1967 where Joanne continues to live. When Eldon died in 2005 his 3 daughters, Joanne, Helen
and Jean, become the owners of the farm.

Joanne and Robert's son, David began working on the farm in 1993 and he has had the lease to

farm the property since 2004. David married Margaret Atwill in 1994. They have two children,
Liam and Riley and they live in the Wilhelm home.
Soil Health and Conservation

Frank believed soil health depended upon incorporating as much residue into the soil profile as
possible, so he did not burn the grain stubble as was the custom in the area.

Harold and Eldon believed more soil and water could be saved in the fields by keeping as much
residue as possible on the soil surface. For their efforts they received a county award for Soil
and Water Conservation in 1959.

Eldon and Robert built a number ofterraces and check dams on the hills to help keep the water
in place. Robert and Joanne received the county Soil and Water Conservation award in 1988.

When David started working on the farm he saw the benefit ofdirect seeding/no till and has used
this practice since 1997. David could also see the benefit ofcrop rotation, not just the wheat

summer fallow 2-year rotation, but using annual spring crops in a longer rotation. Robert and
David fenced most of the grazing land from the tilled land to better utilize the pasture and rotate
the cattle through these areas of grazing land, the goal being not to over-graze any of the land.
David received the county Soil and Water Conservation award in 2013.
The family, as stewards of God's land, has been determined to leave this farm in the best
condition possible for future generations to enjoy and make a living with if they so choose.
Crops

Chester grew the traditional seed crops; wheat, barley and forage crops for the horses needed in
the farming operation.
Frank continued those crops and had a huge garden area along Fifteen mile creek near the home.
He sold excess food crops in The Dalles: At one time he built a packing shed for blackberries.
Frank, Harold and Eldon grew mostly wheat, cattle and some barley
Robert grew wheat, cattle, Triticale and canola.
David has added mustard and spring cereals to this mix and he continues to learn of other crops
that will benefit the soil in this low rainfall land.

Great Southern Railroad

The Great Southern Railroad was built in 1904 between The Dalles and Friend following Fifteen
Mile Creek through the Emerson Farm. Mr. Malcolm Moody and the Emerson Brothers built a
warehouse in 1904 at Emerson for the storage and shipping of sacked wheat. Frank and Bert
operated the warehouse as a commercial business from 1904 to 1916. The Standard Hollow
Elevator Co. was formed in 1916 by a group of neighboring farmers. During WW1 hemp used
for the grain sacks was unavailable, thus the reason to build an elevator at Emerson to handle
bulk grain to be sent out by rail. The railroad closed in 1935 and the elevator was torn down the
same year. The Moody warehouse is still in use today for general storage.
###

The last 130 years has seen many changes: from dependence on horse power and a work crew of
12 to diesel machines with air conditioned cabs, GPS guidance systems and a crew of 2.
As I am sitting here writing, I look out the window and see a foot of fresh snow. I am reminded
of the family legend concerning the first winter Chester and his young family were in The
Dalles, 1880-81, they told of an accumulation of 8 feet of snow. That must have been a real
shock having spent their entire earlier lives in Angels Camp, Copperopolis, or Farmington
California

Joanne Emerson Brewer

February 10, 20U
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