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has been owned by my family for at least 100 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the
Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby
affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including that the
farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for
three out of the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application
materials will become property of the Oregon Historical Society Library and be made available for public
use. By signing below, I understand that I am consenting to the use of both information and photographs.
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Century Farm Application: Historical Background
BYRON SCOTT FARMS, INC
Ammon Knighton is the paternal great-great grandfather of Byron Clarendon Scott.
Ammon was born May 13, 1789, in Stokes County, North Carolina. His paternal and
maternal lineage has been traced to U.S. settlement in the early 1700's in Maine and
Virginia, respectively. His father, Jesse Knighton, Sr. (born in 1750 in Montgomery,
Virginia) is notable as a Captain in the U.S. Army who served under General Griffith
Rutherford in the Revolutionary War (1781 "Battle of the Brick House" at the seashore
near Wilmington, North Carolina). Ammon Knighton married Fanny Cox (born October
31, 1794) on February 1, 1810 in Muhlenberg, Kentucky. The couple had 13 children
(Minvera~ Joseph, Lovell, Lucretia, Wiley Leander, Louisa, Julia, Commodore Perry,
Nancy Ann, Melissa, Thomas Ammon, Isaac, and William Green). On April 23, 1841,
Fanny Cox died in Jefferson County, Missouri. Ammon Knighton never remarried and
died on August 7, 1877, in Forest Grove, Oregon.
Commodore Perry Knighton was born on November 24, 1823, in Jefferson County,
Missouri. He married Rosannah W. Blazer (born June 29, 1831, in Missouri) on March
28, 1850, in Cass County, Missouri. Later the same year the couple, traveling with
Frances E. Nanny Phipps (born December 11, 1842, in Putnam County, Missouri),
traveled to Oregon from Jefferson County, Missouri, by wagon train. Commodore and
Rosannah took up two land grant claims (one of 352.42 acres and another of 642.15
acres) in Tangent, Linn County, Oregon, along the Calapooia River. The couple had 12
children (Isaac, Margaret F., Alden C., Robert Amon, Sarah Alice, Sophia Ann, John
W., George L., William Penn, Lelia Julia, Willis W., and Rosannah R.). Commodore
built a house on the land grant claim. A walnut tree was also planted in the front yard.
The original house burned down and another one was built, which still stands near the
walnut tree . . Sometimes the family had visitors - friendly Calapooia Indians who camped
near the Caiapooia River. The Indians left behind burial mounds which can be seen
today at old camp sites along the river. The family grew wheat and raised livestock on
the property. On September 2, 1871, Rosannah W. Blazer passed away five months after
the birth of her last child. Commodore remarried to Frances E. Nanny Phipps the same
year. The couple had two children (Pearl 0. and Nancy Ann Goldie). Commodore died
on January 18, 1898. Frances died on March 25, 1906.
Sarah Alice Knighton was born on December 28, 1856 on the homestead in Tangent.
She married M. Clarendon "Cass" Scott on December 16, 1877. The couple had five
children (Walter C. Scott, Harold R. Scott, Leila, Erma, and Minnie). Cass was not a
farmer, so when Commodore Knighton died, Walter C. Scott took over the farming
tradition of his grandfather. M. Clarendon Scott passed away on September 10, 1912.
Sarah Alice Knighton passed away on March 31, 1954.
Walter C. Scott was born on November 11, 1885, in Tangent, Oregon. He began
farming 90 acres of the land grant claim left to his parents by his grandfather when he
was age 13. In 1912, he took over operations of the farm after his father died. Walter

married Mary Grace Jenks in 1915. The couple had two children, Byron Clarendon and
Geraldine. As owner of the farm, Walter combined the Tangent farm with a family horse
ranch in Eastern Oregon. This kept the Tangent farm supplied with enough horse power
for a six-horse gang plow and a one-horse team for binding. These horses and a herd of
cows required a barn, which he built in 1917. The barn is still in use for cleaning and
sacking grass seed. In 1919, Walter bought his first Fordson tractor. In time, a one-third
interest in a steam thresher further mechanized the farm.
Walter C. Scott was one of the earliest farmers in Tangent to grow ryegrass. He started
growing it on six acres across the road from his house to see how it would fair. Ryegrass
soon grew to his primary crop. It wasn't always easy to sell. Especially during the
depression when ryegrass sold for 1.5 cents per pound. Walter also raised alta fescue, a
herd of 1'50 sheep, and two milk cows. Mary Grace passed away on March 1, 1962.
Walte-r passed away on July 2, 1965.
Byron Clarendon Scott was born on October 13, 1917. He was raised on his father's
farm in Tangent. However, he almost ended the family farming tradition when he
decided to attend Oregon State University to become a chemical engineer. But, the allure
to farming was too great, and one day while sitting on his parents' porch he told them
"You know, I think I'd like to farm." Byron married Edna June Webber on November 26,
1942. The couple had three children (Maryanne, Susan, and Nancy). They built a home
on the family homestead, next to Byron's parents, where they raised their children and
operated the farm. Byron primarily farmed ryegrass, wheat, oats, clover, and fescue. He
incorporated the farm on January 22, 1971. Like his predecessors, he enjoyed a passion
for farming and raised pigs, sheep, cows, and feeder cattle on the farm as well. Byron
passed away on December 7, 2007. Edna preceded him in passing on February 27, 2006~

The farm is currently owned by Byron Scott's daughters. Maryanne Wirth along with her
husband, Donald Wirth, daughter, Lisa Goracke, and son-in-law, David Goracke operate
the farm. Th,e primary crops are fescue and ryegrass. Maryanne is the appointed agent for
Byron Scott Farms, Inc. The family wishes to preserve the farm's historical connection to
the farm industry of the Tangent area and Willamette Valley.
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