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cm I<ft 3

Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation

Century Farm & Ranch Program

Application
Date

5*-as- &OQ5~

Type ofdesignation (please check)

*^Century Farm

Century Ranch

Legal owner's name \nCX.ACu S. y J^ft^c-. fc. . ,/M^eQ.S
(Please attachcontactinformation ifdifferent thanlegal owner)
Redacted for Privacy

Mailingaddress
Telephone

Redacted for Privacy

County /nOQRou;

Township

E-mail address

H

Location of fann or ranch (distance from nearesttown) \fe W\v\6S C<XSl v|vJ o«.wv

\ l^OoAVl

Range

5*7 fcaiV

Section \lo ^ W&Ri

Original family owner(s) or founders) HClRfiM Do.ttAW\ow\*«Ju \Ww LY\qtAes \JUQm<>loW\e uj

Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founders) ^ Ov \5lg^8 naQ.QkM / Oec \°[(>S C^aftie^
(Attach verifying documentation. See Application Qualification #7)

Founder(s) came to Oregon from

'

^^W\iuo<sQf J-W \V\Q\5

Who farms or ranches the land today? VjU e QlQ.* Veasyna Ve o^ft. ^o/\ oQlw\ JnMgftS

Relationship to original owner (SeeAppl. Qualification #5. P/aase e^7/a//7 lineage)Yi<XQQ,<~\ (l> Jeaft^s bfteVT UirvcAi
Are any of the original buildings still in use?

-Yes

No

Listed on National Register?

Yes

No

Ifyes, please describeAW o\6fib\ WA&mc| \S tW St SAofr^ 'bVovnt. VtouSt
History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch (use additionalpages, as needed) V\a ^, u,\a e&A .ba.n\ cu,

How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? 3 £>ev%'e.A,GAVov\s
,
Please list names and birth years oeo.au *?0 •» ul>^^ (OaAc^TO .Sam^iL 4- u^^t
f Pleasesubmit twoor threepages offamily history narrative, including, butnotlimited togenerational transfers
ofthe farmor ranch. You are also encouragedto submitphotos oftheproperty.]
(Pleasecontinue application on next page.)

Statement of Affirmation

i,

Njqlacm J*\u eAS

± efto. \ A

\

Cv.v'V

eg.s

<fc vg~.
JAo d.CLo^xj

hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I own at

, in the County of

\

has been owned bymy family for at least 100 continuous years, asspecified in the qualifications for the
Century Farm &Ranch Program, on orbefore December 31 ofthe current calendar year. Further, Ihereby
affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm orRanch honors, including that the
farm orranch has a gross income from farming orranching activities ofnot less than $1,000 per year for
three out ofthe five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application
materials will become property ofthe Oregon Historical Society Library and be made available for public
use. By signing below, I understand that I am consenting tothe use ofboth information and photographs.
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£££.

Date

5 - aS- Oh

Certification by Notary Public
State of Oregon

YV\on/tn^

County of

20C& . before me, the

Be it remembered, that on this ^V day of \/Uik^

undersigned, a Notary Public inandfor said county and state, personally appeared thewithin named

\NUtLt> * £^-^r^ \^XM<urs>

,known to me to be the identical individual described in and who

xecuted the within instrument and
i acknowledged to me that

execl

executed

the same freely and voluntarily.

In Testimony Whereof, Ihave setmy hand and affixed my official seal theday and year

last above written.

fC^UA-c^e^ci

OFFICIAL SEAL

KIMBERLYA. BACH

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON
COMMISSION NO. 381902

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JUNE 17,2008

Notary Public^ for

My Commission Expires

Fees

Application Fee
(includes one certificate)

$

50.00

Additional Certificates ($ 15 each)

$

/£

Total enclosed

$

Gj_

Make checks payable to:
Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF
Rev 11/2004

Date Received

Approved?

&- (f - 6-Jz
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Authorization

No
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Bartholomew - Myers Farm
It has been an interestingjourney back thru time, while researching the early history of
our farm. According to written articles and documents, Jacob Yarlett, and his wife Matilda
owned the farm. Jacob Passed away and his widow, Matilda married Thomas Scott. Mr. Scott
and Matilda sold out to Harry Bartholomew (Jerry's great-uncle) and later sold to Charles and
Phebe Bartholomew (Jerry's grand parents). We believe that Thomas Scott and wife Matilda sold

to Harry on April 30,1898 and Harry sold to Charles and Phebe Bartholomew in December 1905.
And this is when our story begins.

The farm is located on the south fork of Little Buttercreek, about two miles up stream

from a settlement known as Pine City. The farm grew in size as the family members did
homesteading on the nearby lands. Charles and Phebe Bartholomew bought additional acres at
Ordnance near Boardman, at one time they owned 17,000 acres. This extra property was sold in
the late 40's. The farm now has approximately 5,000 acres.

They lived in the house beside the creek with the orchard nearby, providing apples,

prunes, and walnuts, always sharing with their neighbors. One walnut tree remains standing in
the original orchard, which is now irrigated cropland, a lone sentinel of days gone by. The main
crops were hay, wheat and barley. They harvested with 15 or 16 horses. They also had
chickens, turkeys, hogs, and sheep, at one time they owned two thousand head.
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Phebe and Charles had four children. Mary, Faye, Oscar, and Lila, (Jerry's Mom). They
were raised in the early years in the home beside the creek. In 1916 they began building a new

home made of stone that was quarried from the rock bluff on the east hill. In this new home, the
Bartholomew's children spent the rest of their growing up years.

Their youngest daughter Lila married Jasper Myers on July 22,1933. They lived on the
North Fork of Buttercreek for a few years. Soon Jasper was hired to work for Charles and they
moved to the homeplace with their infant son Jerry. In the late 1930's, Charles began to suffer
the affects of Parkinson's Diseases

Electricity came to the farm in the 1940's and they gladly discarded the old Delco Plant.
Soon modern conveniences in the kitchen, replaced the icebox and wood stove. This helped the
women greatly with their never-ending chore of feeding the many hired men. A new electric

welder in the shop replaced the old forge, helping the men making repairs on their machinery.
Charles and Phebe began selling off the sheep herds and replacing them with cattle, meaning

they would no longer need sheepherders nor the camp wagon.

Due to his poor health, Charles and Phebe sold the farm to their daughter Lila and her
husband Jasper Myers on April 6, 1950. Charles Bartholomew died at age 77 on July 7, 1954.

He had spent the last three years of his life at a convalescent home in Pendleton. Phebe had

3

rented a room close by as she helped with the care of her husband. Grandma Phebe moved back
to the farm and lived with her family. She passed away August 30, 1976, at the age of 102.

Jasper and Lila had four children: Jerry, Shirley, Janet, and Charles (known as Tommy).

They lived in the two story stone house. It was during the early 1950's that it was given a coat of
white paint.

Jasper was always eager to try out and purchase the latest machinery. Bailing hay could

be done with a bailer and tractor instead of the old fashioned way which required,a pair of horses

for each job of mowing, raking, buck raking, and using the stacker. The farming operation
continued with Jaspers improvements, involving the construction of a new grain elevator,
cowshed, and the benefits of a covered hayshed.

In 1965 Jaspers oldest son Jerry and his wife Nancy began leasing the farm. Jasper sold
the cattle; and began his retirement years. He enjoyed fishing trips, rock hunting and silver
smithing. He and Lila spent part of their winters in Arizona . They sold the farm to Jerry and
Nancy in December of 1977. Jerry and Nancy have three children: John, Sam, and Wendy. Their
family soon outgrew the small home that was built by Charles Bartholomew next door to the
stone house. And in 1960 Jerry began building a new home on the property.

4

Modernization of the farm continued with the purchase of new machinery to replace the
older models. CB radios were installed in some vehicles for better communication. Soon 2-way

radios replaced the old CB's and base stations were placed in the farmhouses. This provided
immediate communication for everyone involved. With advanced equipment fewer men were

hired for haying, and harvest. Soon John, Sam and Wendy helped with operating the machinery.

With larger and better equipment the jobs were done in less time, this provided the family with
some leisure hours. The boys had their motorcycles, and Wendy had horses.

Previously, on December 22, 1971 Jerry and Nancy purchased the Thomson Farm, which
had been owned by the heirs of Jerry's great-grandfather Oscar Thomson on Big Buttercreek

roughly eight miles north of the home place. Several years later, John and his wife Eileen moved
onto the farm, they had three daughters: Rushelle, Danyelle, and Chelsea. The farm was
designated a Century Farm in 1973 and is now operated and managed by John E. Myers , and his
family.

Jasper lost his battle with cancer and passed away Sept. 28, 1980 at the age of 68. Lila
moved to Tigard for a few years, then returned to Eastern Oregon. She lived in Hermiston the
rest of her life, until her passing on Nov. 12, 2000 at the age 86.

5

Sam and his wife Terri became more involved with the home place and soon leased the

farm in 1994 from his parents. They have two sons: Austin and Skylan and live in the stone
house that was built in 1916 and finished in 1917. Many improvements have been made on the
original house. Bringing the electrical wiring up to date, and adding an outdoor deck with a hot
tub. Most recently a new office was added to the structure with ample space for computers and

storage of farm record keeping. Sam and Terri named their outfit, "Generation Farm"

a very

fitting title.

Alfalfa and wheat are still the main crops, canola was planted as an alternative crop but
was not as successful. The rangeland is now rented to the neighbors for their cattle herd. During

the mid 80's, some of the wheat land was taken out of production and placed in the C.R.P
government program. As the acreage of production became smaller, and new combines became

more expensive, ($200,000 plus) the old Gleaner was not replaced when it needed extensive
repairs. A combine is now rented each year from M.C.G.G a local Cooperative. With only
limited help the farm is operated by the family's that live here, however the agronomic reality is

that the farm is only able to support the families that live on it.

While farming challenges remain, all of those on the farm enjoy the beautiful countryside
and respect the great heritage that we have on the Bartholomew-Myers Farm.

—
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consideration
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presentst do

County of...Sk..K-^'...^^-.^s^..--

—State of Oregon, in

rzzz— DOLLARS,

-

..State of
.a...zzaie
oj Oregon,
uregon, ha
nc iffsbargained

grant, bargain, sell and convey unto said./y-t^-j—&-i~yi^~&SXs&fcL-hd^^

and sold, and by these

heirs and assigns, all the following bounded and described real property, situated in the Couptu of Morrow and State of Oregon-.

1AJ cWl .

^yVlslr-XS^V--tA3

d^T (Q^i-J-^y^U^.

Together with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and also

all....vT\Ah—estate, right, title and interest in and to the same, including dower and claim of dow&r.

jf~~~\

To Have and to fiold the above described and granted premise^ unto the said..../—z^.-..^.j..y...—.^X^l
Jieirs and assigns forever.

.gruntorjl abme—tiamed do

.^K^4
the above named grantee....^kS^i^Q

ovvvnanl to and with...

heirs and assigns, that the above granted premises are free from all incumbrances,.

and that...3Al.X^.
will and tt^U^U... heirs, executors and administrators shall
warrant and forever defend the above granted premises, and every part and parcel thereof, against the lawful claims and demands of all
persons whomsoever,

In COitness CUheneof,..(Al.X^

day of. .CXJbLAAJL^-

.the arantor/l)above named, hereunto set...tt^A/f/,...hand/Land seal/l'this

A. D. 18.J.X

Sif/ned, sealed and delivered in presence of us, as witnesses, \

s£QkJL*-

vl/I/l n ~T ' y /j n

l

cm: .-jQ..^sjsy^€\^
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State of Oregon, County oi.^/^C^^r^r^?..

^Tnis^Centifies,^^ onjkis,

3.0. C#W..f

known to me to be^-the identical persoa/j, deserved in ^
And...SJ/\A^J^.L^jL^wZt^c.

^sT^C

si

~ "

A. D. 18..7.Q., before me, the undersigned, a

....in
State, personally appeared the within named
in and
an"a for said
mid County and
i

»—-^i--Q-

the same.

«*.

fay 0/....l^W7.^l^i^L_

£}__./£?.

who executed the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that.0%&/.._.executed
wi&of the said

-c±!kik<^^
on

an

examination made

il\kJL._
by me, separate and apart from^[\XJX^....said
husband, then and there acknowledged to me that.A^VL...executed the same freely and volun

tarily and without fear, coercion or compulsion from anyone.

BARGAIN AND SALE DEED

5319m 34

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That Charles Bartholomew,
also known as Charles H. Bartholomew, acting by and thru his

Attorney-in-fact, Phebe Bartholomew, and Phebe Bartholomew, hie
wife,

in consideration of ten dollars

and other good and valuable

consideration, to them paid by Jasper E. Myers and Lila G. Myers,
husband and wife,

do hereby grant,

bargain,

sell, and convey unto

the said Jasper E. Myers and Lila G. Myers,
tenants in the entirety,

husband and wife, as

their heirs and assigns,

all

of the

following real property with the tenements, hereditaments, and app
urtenances, situated in the County of MORROW, and State of Oregon,
bounded and described as follows,

to-wit:

West half, West hslf of the Northeast quarter,

Northwest quarter of Southeast quarter, all in Section 17;
The East half of Section 19;
All of Sections 20, 29, and 32;
The East half of Section 31;

The East half of the Northwest quarter of Section 31

All of Section 16;

The North half of Section 21 and North Half of th

Southwest quarter of Section 21;

Section 28;

Th-

The N0rthwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of

Section 33;
The South half and the South half of the North

half of Section 22;

All In Township 1 North,
in Morrow County, Oregon.
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD,

R^nge 27, E.W.M.

located

the above described and

granted premises unto the said Jasper E. Myers and Lila G. Myers,
husband and wife,

their heirs and assigns, forever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,

the grantors fcbove named,

do

hereunto set their hands and seals this tof/f day of April, 1950.
Charles

Bartholomew

s attorney

Phebe Bartholomew (hie wife]

f ~\

!»•. m—«a«gai* and i a u i d i d .

b9 wsr^asR

KNOW ALL MENBY THESE PRESENTS, That

Jasper E. Myers, husband

. .of...Id.la...Q-..My.era

-

in consideration at

. ..him p^aby
-

r

One.and. no/100

.:., grantor.. ,

Dollars,

„

J41a...G«.. Myers

-

..., grantee

:

do S3, hereby grant, bargain, sellandconvey untothesaidgrantee .., . her

.,

he;nan<] assigns, all the

following real property, with the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances, situated in the County of

and State ofOregon, bounded and described asfollows, to-wit:

Morrow

All of Section Eight

Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section 30
Northeast Quarter, The Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter,
the Northeast diagonal Half of the Southeast Quarter of the North
west Quarter, and the Northeast Diagonal Half of the Southeast
Quarter of Section 31

The West Half, West Half of the Northeast Quarter, Northwest

Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section 17
The East Half of Section 19

All of Sections 20, 29, 32 and 16
The North Half and the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of
Section 21

The Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 28

The Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 33

The South Half and the South Half of the North Half of Section 22
All in Township 1 North, Range 27, East of the Willamette Meridian

Consideration is less than $100

To Haveand to Hold,the abovedescribed and granted premises untothe saidgrantee...., J.™t?L

heirs and assigns forever.

Witness

.

hand.... and seal., this

my.

o/...„

«ay.

:. Myer/kr1

STATE OF OREGON,

County of- Umatilla

J

On this.O...— .day of

May....

, UJSL,

before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and tor said County and State, personally appeared the

within named

-

'•','

'_

Jasper...E....Myers
:—

—

-

_

-

who... .+S

-

known to me to be the identical individual- described in and who executed the within

v -.

instrument, and acknowledged to me that}}.?. . executed thesame freely andvoluntarily.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my handand affixedmy official

seal thejiay and yearJasLabove written.

Notary Public/forOregon.

My Commission expires

jp_,

/. X rr..??.. ~..A^T

STATE OF OREGON,

87668

County of borrow

]

J

/ certify that the within instru

ment was received for record on the

V^day of ™?y
, 19 jj,
at&M o'clock-A-Af., and'ncorded
Lila G....Myers

in book

?2

on page "...

Record of Deeds of said County.

Witness my hand and seal of
County affixed.
..Bruce Lindsay

- "v '^p^-^-TTp'-vr;

-BASGAIN AMD HALS DISS.

6? k ?2

Li la G. -Myers, wife

of Jasper E, Myers

in consideration of One and no/lOO — ————

to.

'__;

-

ner paid by

i

.

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That

~

.grantor.,

"

Dollars,

-• -~~~r.--.r.-

Jasper E. Myers

do — hereby gr<
following real prop^,

AnunSivI&one-h^^^
^Southeast Quarter of 'the Southeast Quarter, Section 30
All of Section Eight ;
Northeast Quarter,

the Northeast Chia-r+a*, **• *-v,» m~_.•.£:. — _,_ -

M' ;Tllriff.H!3
_ Quarter of Section 31

The West Half, West Half of the Northeast Quarter, Northwest
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section 17
northwest
The East Half of Section 19

All of Sections 20, 29, 32 and 16

SSt5£t21Half Snd the N°rth **" °f the Southwesfc barter of

Kf Northwest
v°U^WeS^ Suar£er
the Southwest
Quarter of
of Section
The
Quarter of
of the
Northwest Quarter
Section 28
it

The South Half and the South Half of the North Hair Sf Section 22
All in Township 1 North, Range 27, East of the WillaSetS Me
i-half undivided

interest as tenants in common

Consideration is less than $100

To Have and to Hold, the above described and
grantee
id granted premises unto the said gtantee..***?^*?..

hetrs and assigns forever.

hand.. and
and seal....
seal... this.Y^dayot.^'y^^^y
this _...&_ ~. day of...^Z?^h^rry.
Witness.S»~q,... hand

STATE OF OREGON,

C™°' Umatllla
befZ S^^Sf^^
.

l

r
*"

,i^S'p |

i

i

"

Onthis^dayof.-)^^. ^J
*

-—

who

*

i3

known tome to be the identical individual., described in and who executed the within

*• hand
—to*
«* roluntJ?.
« , itTEfrl^ll^J^
™rES"MOW»r WHEREOF,^Ihave ***>**»*
hereunto set my
and affixed
my offiaal

sea! the day and year last above written.

Notary Public for Oregon^

My Commissionexpires..S.."*r. ~ .
Bargain and Sale

DEED

Ldla G. Myers

87660

STATE OF OREGON,

County of

]

las.

.I1!?.?!!*1!!

J

/ certify that the within instru-

mW4.2"t '«*'"<# for record on
TO

Jasper E. Myers

AFTCR RECORDING RETURN TO

»*

2%x of

fey

, J9±l,

-y o'clock * M., andrecorded

in book..PA

onpage.....??.

Record of Deedsof saidCounty.

Witness my hand and seal of
County affixed.

Bruce Lindsay

/

j Coanh^ud—Recorder";?.
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LAND 6ALE CONTRACT

PARTIES:

The parties to this Contract are JASPER E. MYERS and

LILA G. MYERS, husband and wife, hereinafter referred to as Seller,
as tenants in common, however, and not as tenants by the entirety,
and JERRY MYERS arid NANCY MYERS, husband and wife, hereinafter re

ferred to as Buyer*; Jerry Myers and Nancy Myers are purchasing as
tenants in common ;and not as tenants by the entirety.

DATE;

•&

}

The date^ of this Contract is; £?£££/>? fig/?
DESCRIPTION:

5

* 1977.

:L\r

^J:'

Seller agrees to sell to Buyer and Buyer agrees to purchas

from Seller all th^real property located in Morrov; County, Oregon,

described in Exhi$i£ A attached hereto and incorporated herein.

PURCHASE PRICE;

,", '[J

The purchase price of the property, which Buyer agrees to

pay, is the amount of $700,000.00 payable as follows:
(a)

The amount of $40,000.00 which shall be
paid on or before January 1, 1978;

(b)

The remaining balance of $660,000.00 shall
be paid in equal annual installments of
$45,000.00 which amount includes interest
at the rate of 6% per annum on the unpaid
balances. The first annual payment shall

be4paid on or before January 1, 1979, with
subsequent installments to be paid on or

before the first day of each year there
after until the entire purchase price,

principal and interest, have been paid in
full.

PREPAYMENT;

HU

Buyer may prepay all or any part of the unpaid balance at
any time without penalty and without consent of the Seller.
INTEREST:

Interest shall commence on January 1, 1978.

1
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Land Sale Contract

Jasper E. Myers and Lila G. Myers
to

Jerry Myers and Nancy Myers

EXHIBIT

A

Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M., Morrow County, Oregon.
Section 8.

Section 16:

All.

All.

Excepting:

Beginning at a point that is 33.43

chains North and 4 6.61 chains East from the Southwest corner of the

Section 16, Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M., said point being
also on the East right-of-way line of County Road from Pine City
to Lena; thence South 17°40' West, a distance of 2.3 9 chains; thence
South 11°47* East, a distance of 2.89 chains; thence North 17°40'
East a distance of 2.39 chains; thence North 11047' West a distance

of 2.89 chains to point of beginning, all being in Section 16, Town
ship 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M., containing 0.69 acres, more or less.
Section 17:

West Half, West Half of the Northeast, Northwest

Section 19.

East Half.

UA

Section 20.

All.

^eO^ ^

Section 21.

North Half, North Half of the Southwes-

ko&-

Section 22.

South Half of the North Half,

Quarter of the Southeast Quarter.

^

,—

0
^

South Hal

Section 28.
Southwest Quarter of Southwest Quarter.
Excepting:
Beginning at the Northeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of the
Southwest Quarter of Section 28, Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M.,
thence South 200 feet,

thence West 150 feet,

thence North 200 feet,

thence East 200 feet to the place of beginning; ALSO a 15 foot pipe
line right-of-way from the cement water trough, Northerly a distance
of approximately 17 5 feet to the South line of the above described
tract.

Section 31.

East Half,

the East Half of Northwest Quarter,

EXCEPTING

the following:
Beginning at Southeast corner of Section 31, Town
ship 1 North, Range 27, thence West 1320 feet along South section
line said Section 31, thence North 1320 feet to Northwest corner of
Southeast Quarter of Southeast Quarter of said Section 31, thence in

Southeasterly direction on straight line to point of beginning.
ALSO beginning at center of Section 31, thence West 1320 feet to
Southwest corner of Southeast Quarter of Northwest Quarter said
Section 31, thence North 1320 feet to Northwest corner of Southeast

Jasper E. Myers and Lila G. Myers
to

Jerry Myers and Nancy Myers

EXHIBIT

A

Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M., Morrow County, Oregon.
Section 8.

Section 16:

All.

All.

Excepting:

Beginning at a point that is 33.43

chains North and 4 6.61 chains East from the Southwest corner of the

Section 16, Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M., said point being
also on the East right-of-way line of County Road from Pine City
to Lena;

thence South 17°40'

South 11°47'

West,

a distance of 2.39 chains;

East, a distance of 2.89 chains;

East a distance of 2.39 chains;

thence

thence North 17°40'

thence North 11°47'

West a distance

of 2.89 chains to point of beginning, all being in Section 16, Town
ship 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M. , containing 0.69 ax:res, more or less.
Section 17:

West Half, West Half of the Northeast, Northwest

Quarter of the Southeast Quarter.
Section 19.

East Half.

Section 20.

All.

Section 21.

North Half, North Half of the Southwest Quarter.

Section 22.

South Half of the North Half, South Half.

Section 28.

Southwest Quarter of Southwest Quarter.

Excepting:

Beginning at the Northeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of the
Southwest Quarter of Section 28, Township 1 North, Range 27, E.W.M.,
thence South 200 feet, thence West 150 feet, thence North 200 feet,

thence East 200 feet to the place of beginning; ALSO a 15 foot pipe
line right-of-way from the cement water trough, Northerly a distance
of approximately 175 feet to the South line of the above described
tract.

Section 31.

East Half, the East Half of Northwest Quarter,

EXCEPTING

the following:
Beginning at Southeast corner of Section 31, Town
ship 1 North, Range 27, thence West 1320 feet along South section
line said Section 31, thence North 1320 feet to Northwest corner of
Southeast Quarter of Southeast Quarter of said Section 31, thence in

Southeasterly direction on straight line to point of beginning.
ALSO beginning at center of Section 31, thence West 1320 feet to
Southwest corner of Southeast Quarter of Northwest Quarter said
Section 31, thence North 1320 feet to Northwest corner of Southeast

Quarter of said Section 31, thence on a straight line to Southeasterly
direction to point of beginning.
ALSO the Southwest diagonal half
of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 31,

and

the Southwest diagonal half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 31,
Township 1 North, Range 27, East of the Willamette Meridian, Morrow
County,

Oregon.

Section

32.

Section 33.

All.

Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter.

Reserving, however, to Seller and each of them a life
estate in and to the residence property located on the above described
property plus the reasonable right of ingress and egress.
No rent
shall be payable from Seller to Buyer for such reserved life estate
and Buyer shall pay all real property taxes and assessments on such
property.
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PINE CITY COMMUNITY

Pine City was named for the group of pine trees which -were standing on
the creek bank near by. There were quite a number of these pine trees in
early years but only a few remain standing - these are known to be more than
one hundred years old.

In the southern part of this community there are two forks of the creek
known as Buttercreek. The North fork and the South fork, running practically

parallel and joining just north of the present school house * Both of these
forks head in the Blue Mountains. Butter Creek, I believe, was named prior to
the settling of the Pine City Community. The Cavalry detachment of U. S. sol

diers stationed at Walla vralla and The Dalles rode back and forth over the Old

Emigrant Trail at the emigrant crossing from one fort to the other, camping on

the creek on each trip. The Captain1 s had butter at their mess but the soldiers
had none. At one time the soldiers stole the captains butter and hid it in the

creek, causing considerable trouble. Hereafter, it was called Butter Creek.
A Mr. Thomas Ayers was believed to be the first settler on what is now

known as the Vey place, at least he was the owner in 1878.

The three Vey

brothers came here from Portugal originally and worked for Mr. Ayers. The year
1878 also marked the last Indian uprising in this community and one of the Vey
brothers was killed by the Indians. Later Mr. Ayers sold the place to the two
other brothers and one's son still owns the place. Other early settlors along
the creek which incidentally is the North Fork were, John Barker, his place now
part of the Vey ranch. Alfred Ayers owned the place now owned by Raymond
Porter and a Mr. Shaw was the first settler on the place now owned by Laurence
Doherty.

The first place south on the South Fork was owned by Jacob Yarlett. He

died and his widow married Thomas Scott.

and later Charles Bartholomew.

Scott sold out to Harry Bartholomew

This place still being in the Bartholomew fam

ily as it is owned by Charles1 daughter and husband. Scott owned the next
place also and later sold to E. 0. Neill. A Thompson family was next up the
creek and later this place was sold to John Healy. Edward Day was owner of the
next ranch which is now owned by Marion Finch.

^

The first settler at Pine City was believed to be william Jones who later

sold to J. J. Galloway. Other first settlers on down the creek were Job Smith
who lived on a place belonging to Matthew Neaves which he sold to Mr. J. T,
Hoskins. W. J. ^attenburger bought this place from Hoskins
who also owned
the next place. These two places are still in the wattenburger family. E. G.
Sloan settled on the next place in the late 70!s. It passed on to several
owners and is now owned by Barney Doherty. Mr. Reader settled on tho next place
in the early 60fs and sold to C. B. Atwood in 1870. This place is now at the
Junction of the Lexington - Buttercreek highway.

Mr. J. J. Galloway erected a nice home across the creek from the Pine City
school house where the present Ashbeck and Luciani homes are. Then he also

erected a large building which housed a general store, post office and a blaciosmith shop. Mr. Galloway wrote to Washington, D. C. asking to have the post
office named Pine City but there was already one in Oregon with that name so
it was called Galloway. The Post Office was established in 1892.

There was also a post office called Atwood at the junction of the Lex~
ington hipjiway and Putter Greek. The mail was taken by stage coach from Echo

\VeO<x«^6 x>«y

/Aorroul, Eouvdu £*Vensio"i. VA^vIs

\<\&3
THE BARTHALOMEWS

Alba G. Bartholomew and his wife, Mary

Ann (Coe) and their 6 children came to

Milton, Oregon in Feb. 1883 from Elmwood, Illinois. They lived there for 3 years,
then moved to Sand Hollow to what is now

known as the Alpine area where they raised
cattle. They lived here 10 years. In 1896 Mr.
Bartholomew was elected county Judge so
they moved to Heppner. He was instrumen
tal in building the new courthouse of stone
on the hill. He was Judge at the time of the
Heppner Flood, and worked very hard with
people who had lost family and homes. He
died Nov. 3,1903. Mary Ann lived on in the
same big house until her death in 1935.

Charles and Phebe Bartholomew

Charles Bartholomew was born Dec. 13,
1877 in Elmwood, Illinois. The 4th son of
Alba G. and Mary Ann. As soon as he was
old enough to work — 12 or 13 — he
obtained a job at the Corrigal Ranch on
Butter Creek. Another job was with Walter
M. Pierce on the first combine to come into

the country. Mr. Pierce later became Gov
ernor of Oregon and also US Congressman.

Charles married Phobe Ann Thomson

Oct. 27,1901 at her father's home on Butter

B^tfrort

Creek. She was the daughter of Oscar F.
Thomson, and Susan Almira Atwood, and
was born Aug. 4, 1874. They lived on Butter
Creek not far from the Thomson place, then
moved to Echo. Later to Currinsville, Ore
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CHARLES H. BARTHOLOMEW, owner of
a farm of four hundred and forty acres on
Little Butter creek, is numbered among the

most substantial agriculturists and esteemed

citizens of Morrow county. He was born in
Elmwood, Illinois, on the 13th of December,

1877, his parents being Alba and Mary (Coe)

Bartholomew. • The father's death occurred

at Heppner in 1903 and the mother who sur
vives him still resides jit that town.

Charles H. Bartholomew was brought from
Illinois to Oregon by his parents in Feb
ruary, 1884. He acquired his education in

the common schools of this state, first at

Milton, where he resided with his parents for

three years, and subsequently at Sand Hol
low. When he was twenty-seven years of
age he removed to the farm on Little But

ter creek where he is now residing and where
he owns four hundred and forty acres, one

hundred and fifty-two of which is under ir
rigation. He devotes its energies to alfalfagrowing and stock-raising and feeds a herd
of two thousand sheep. The results of his
energy and labor are shown in the highly
improved condition of his property and the
modern and substantial buildings with which

it is equipped. His business ability and
close application have gained for him rank
among the progressive agricultulists of the
county. His ranch is situated twenty miles

from the railway station.
On the 27th of October, 1901. Charles H.
Bartholomew was married to Miss Phebe
Thomson, a native of Butter Creek and a

daughter of O. F. Thomson, deceased.

To

Mr. and Mrs. Bartholomew three children,

Mary, Fay and O. F., have been born. His
many sterling traits have won Mr. Bartholo
mew high regard and he is numbered among
the honoi-ed and representative citizens of
Butter Creek.

gon, back to lone and finally in 1905 they
came to Pine City and lived there the rest of
their lives. Charles died July 7, 1954 at the
age of 77 and Phobe died Aug. 30, 1976 at
the age of 102.
They had 4 children. Mary was born near
Echo, Faye at Currinsville, O.F. and Lila at

the Home Place on Butter Creek. In 1916

and 1917 they built the big stone house.
They both worked very hard. They raised
sheep the most of the time but in the later
years changed to cattle. They raised wheat

on the hill land and alfalfa where it could be

irrigated by the creek.

Mary married Truman Sether and lives
in Seattle. They have one daughter and
three granddaughters. Faye married Mari
on Finch and farmed on Butter Creek many

years before moving to Hermiston. They
have 3 daughters who live in the Hermiston
area and 5 grandchildren. Marion died in
1977 and Faye lives in their home in Her

miston. O.F. married Beulah Hard and lives

in Salt Lake City, Utah. They have one

daughter and one grandson. Lila married
Jasper Meyers. They rented and then
bought the Home Place. Jasper built the
grain elevator and the sheds and raised hay,
grain and cattle. They have 2 boys and 2
girls and 8 grandchildren.
Jerry, the older boy, bought the Home
Place and also the Thomson Place which

was owned by his great-grandfather. Jerry
and Nancy built their house and raise hay

andgrain. They have 2boys and a girl. John
the oldest is married and lives on the Thom

son Place. Jasper died in 1980 and Lila
moved to Tigard, Oregon.

Phebe Bartholomew:

i

i

I remember the excitement.

/

/

by Aaron Jones

Original Umatilla Electric coop

erative member, Mrs. Phebe
Bartholomew, was born the

same year barbed wire was invented,
1874. Now, over 95 years later, Mrs.

Bartholomew has two things other

than a birth date in common with

barbed wire. One is a fascinating his
tory. Secondly, they are both sharp.

The only living Butter creek resi
dent of her generation, Mrs. Barthol
omew has lived through good times
and bad. Her family was chased from

Butter creek in 1878by warring Indi

ans. During the winter of 1882-83.

"The hardest winter I've ever spent
on Butter creek. From Jan. 15 to Feb.
28 the thermometer showed 36 below
zero."

Now Mrs. Bartholomew, the oldest

living graduate of Oregon College of

Education (then Oregon Normal
school), lives with a daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Jasper
Myers of Pine City. Much of her time
is spent knitting lap robes for wheel
chair patients, booties for grandchil
dren and other items. Another pas
time she is forced into is retelling of
stories that make up the history of
the Butter creek area and her life,
which are one and the same.

"My grandparents on my mother's
side, the B.C. Atwoods, came to But

ter creek in September, 1863, settling

at the Emigrant crossing of the creek.

My mother (Susan Atwood),was 11
then. Two years later my father,

Oscar F. Thomson, came to Umatilla.

Two years later they were married.

In 1868 my father was the second

elected sheriff of Umatilla county. He

was sheriff for four years and he and
my mother lived in Pendleton, then
the county seat.
November. 1Q7n_'»

She and an older sister,
Mrs Bartholomew proudly displays her diploma from Oregon Normal School As education.
Lucy,
were
to Oregon Normal
a member ofthe school's fourth graduating class, she still appreciates her fathers school when sent
both were in their teens.
decision to give her the best education available at that time.
Mr. Thomson believed strongly in

education and it was he who decided

the girls would go to Monmouth.

"It was the furthest Lucy and I had
ever been away from home. We were

justgreen, ignorant country girls. We

saw our first banana on the train
between Echo and Portland. We
boarded at school and lived in a pri
vate home. Father always saw we had

plenty of money, but we never spent
a penny ofit foolishly. Lucy was the
boss and she kept track of every cent.
She also made all our clothes.

"No, we never argued with instruc

tors or had wild parties. I imagine
there were kids just out for a good

time then, too, but we didn't run with
them."

"In 1872 they moved to Butter other people. Scarlet fever broke out
creek. I was born here, the third of after a few days and the governor sent
a boat up from The Dalles to take
their eight children."
The most exciting childhood ad

venture Mrs. Bartholomew experi

enced took place during an Indian

the women and children down there.
"I can't remember the trip down
other than the boat tied up over night

uprising in 1878.
"I was only four, but I can re

about six or seven miles down stream

from Umatilla. It was dark and navi

Lucy Thomson was a member ot
the school's third graduating class

and Phebe graduated one year later.
She has never broken ties with the
school, however. She has been an ac

tive alumnus and supporter ever

since.

"Aftergraduating I came home and
taught school around here. I taught

Pine City for two years and at the
gation was dangerous. Most of the at
Thomson
school for one year. I was
women were sure spending a night on
paid $35 per month the first two
the
river
was
dangerous,
too.
They
back to warn the families on Butter
years, but the school board lowered
creek. It was Sunday and he arrived were afraid the Indians would find my pay to $33 the third year and

member the excitement," she said. "I
remember a man coming on horse

about 4:00 p.m. July 4th. When he

arrived almost everyone in the area
was at our house. My father had just

the boat.

"But we made it to The Dalles

arranged for me to live free withfam

in the district."
okay and there we stayed for two ilies
Miss Thomson's teaching career
weeks,
the
whole
time
without
a
word
bought a self-binder and it was the
ended abruptly in 1901, as she ac
newest thing out. It was about like from Umatilla. Of course, everyone cepted the proposal of Charles Bar
was
afraid
something
had
happened.
going to the moon just to see one.
Finally my grandfather came and tholomew who had lived in the area
So nearly everyone came.

told us everything was okay.
after the rider told about the Indians. Everyone was happy."
About that trip to The Dalles, Mrs.
After he finished telling of how some
folks had already been killed and that Bartholomew recalls another anec
the Indians were heading our way, dote. Rumor had it that two men
the men scattered like fleas. They got dressed as women got aboard the
the women and children together and boat. "I can't say for sure though,"
"But the self-binder was forgotten

everyone forted up in our house. The

she said.

Education has been a key word m
men rounded up all the weapons they
Mrs.
Bartholomew's life. She admits
could find. My father had a revolver
and a derringer. (They are still in the never liking to study and says she
possession of thefamily.) Some ofthe didn't attend school as regularly as
men had shotguns. Some had only some youngsters.

since he was eight. His father was
Morrow County judge. Charles him
self could best be described as a
down-to-earth, hard working boy.
"Charles was hauling hay from
Echo to Sand Hollow when he was

12 years old," Mrs. Bartholomew re

calls. "He always stopped at our
house on the way and warmed him

self. I never thought much about him
in those days. I was three years older
than he. He was a little boy and I
was a big girl."

sickles and butcher knives.

built on her father's ranch), a little

Over the next few years the Bar
tholomews had
four
children,

"At daylight we had a hurried
breakfast then piled into wagons and
headed for Umatilla. We met other
wagons on the road and before we got

mandatory then and no one gave a
hoot if kids went to school or not.

the Willamette valley, just south of
Portland. But in 1905 they put their

"I attended Thomson school (it was

"Everyonestayed at our house that
including one boy. They also moved
night. Some slept on the floor. The bit of a square house. I didn't go every around the state a bit, once as far as
day though. Attending school wasn't
men kept guard.

And mothers didn't just send the kids savings down on a section of land
near Pine City where Mrs. Bartholo
to get rid of them."
mew
still lives.
Phebe Bartholomew loved to read,
far there was a regular procession.
That proved to be a good move, as
however,
and
she
garnered
a
good
"We forted up in the J.H. Koontz
over the years the Bartholomews
store building which was built of education through her books. And built one of the largest ranches in
stone in Umatilla along with a lot of when a young lady she got a formal
4__ November, 1970

Morrow county. One year they paid

taxes on 17,000 acres, part of it near

Ordinance.

"Charles was never a hog for land,
but he always wanted to buy the land
next to what he already owned. He
bought land until the Parkinson's

disease struck. After that we sold. We
sold most of it in 1948. We sold the

livestock that year, too."

Mr. Bartholomew contacted Par
kinson's disease in the 1930s. In 1951
Mrs. Bartholomew took him to a

nursing home in Pendleton where he
lived another three years. Life had
included 77 full years and he left a
lot behind him. He was most proud
of his four children of which two are

college graduates and all have some
college background.

Mrs. Bartholomew remains in the

home they built between 1916 and
1917. Here so many memories linger.
She recalls that chilly winter of
1882-83 when her father was totally
incapacitated by rheumatic fever and

had to sell all the stock—150 head of

cattle, about 50 head of horses, except
for one stallion and a milk cow to get
passage to Paso Robles, California
where he hoped to find a cure.

"Mother was left with five children

and five dollars. For six straight

weeks we lived with ice in the house.

Everyone slept around the stove at
night and we spent days around it,
too."
But

winter

the

and

Thomsons

with the

lasted

coming

the

of

warmer weather came two welcome

surprises. The biggest was Mr.
Thomson's return. He was completely
healed of his illness. And just prior
to his return, the family had dug up
fruit and vegetables they had buried
near the house the previous season.

"We buried the fruit and vegetables

and covered them with straw and

dirt. When we dug them back up they
were just as nice and fresh as could
be. A friend took a wagon load to
Heppner and sold them for $100.
After that things got better."
Mrs. Bartholomew recalls another

important event in her life, getting

electricity to the ranch.
"Electricity made life so much eas

ier. We got rid of the Delco plant we
had relied on earlier and got electrici
ty as soon as lines were built in this
area. Some folks around us wouldn't

take it at first. They believed the
poles had some dangerous chemical
in them or something. But we were
happy to see it come. It has been

lives on, but another thing once as

common as electricity is today is now
out of fashion.

"People used to get together," Mrs.

Bartholomew

recalls.

"The

entire

neighborhood would meet at one
home. The kids played old Dan
Tucker, pig in the parlor, skip to my
lou and other games. Everyone would
have a grand time. But it seems no
one has the gumption to go visiting
any more."
But just because it's no longer the
custom,

Mrs.

Bartholomew

isn't

about to end her lifelong habit of
visiting friends and relatives. In 1968
she went all the way to Haines,
Alaska to visit one of her grand
daughters. She visits relatives in Se
attle and takes regular excursions to

California, too. Of course, shorter
trips are more common. Mrs. Bar
tholomew visits friends and relatives

'in the Butter creek area mostly. She
is in good health and retains all the
charm and wit which has made her

a welcome guest in the homes of all
who know her.

Phebe Bartholomew
remembers

her father's orchard
/ n 1884 my father set out a 14-acre orchard. The first commercial
orchard in Umatilla County. It was a variety of fruit trees but
mostly prune trees.

In about five years the trees came into bearing fruit and he pre
pared to dry prunes. People from far and near came to buy fresh
fruit, but dried prunes and beef cattle was the income from the ranch
for several years. He hired men at one dollar a day; women, boys
and girls at seventy-five cents a day and a cook at one dollar a
day. In the end he had a crew of twenty-five, including mother, my
sister and me. He made strong boxes with handles along the sides
that held about 100 pounds of prunes and scaffolding in the yard
of posts and 16 foot long, one foot wide lumber. Two men could carry
the boxes filled with prunes from orchard to yard. The women and
girls and boys pitted the prunes and spread them on the scaffolds
in the sun to dry. After five days in the sun, they were placed in
an evaporater and 24 hours with heat and a man to move the trays
would finish drying them.
In the early summer mother would buy three or four bolts of un

bleached muslin and make them into sacks that would hold fifty
pounds of dried prunes. After the prunes were cooled from being
in the evaporater, they were poured into these sacks and were ready
for market.

In those days the Merchants "carried" the farmers' grocery bills
from fall to spring and spring to fall. The main industry was sheep
raising and all the camp tending was done with pack horses and
those sacks of dried prunes could easily be carried on the horses.
The only fruit the men would have in the camps.
Men came forty to fifty miles with four or six horse teams loaded

with posts, poles, and logs (for fuel) and take fresh fruit from the

orchard to their homes. Also women made quilts, did sewing, wash

ing, or any other work Mother would let them do in their homes
and took their pay in fruit.
Father's market for dried prunes was the merchants in Pendleton

and Heppner. Also many sheepmen for one or two hundred pounds
of prunes at a time.

September was the month of the year for us teenagers. We knew
it was stern business and hard work but many jokes and pranks
were played.

wonderful."

Electricity is a bit of history that
November, 1970—5

The Judge's Family

Mary Bartholomew Setter

Alba G.

Bartholomew

Mary Ann Bartholomew

BARTHOLOMEW REUNION—Shown are (from left) Fred C.
Bartholomew, Eva Dooley, Jennie Saling, Charles Bartholomew,
Edwin Bartholomew, Harry Bartholomew.
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PREFACE
To undertake the writing of a family history like this so long after the
principal characters have gone is difficult. One is deprived of first hand
information and it is necessary to do a great deal of research in family records,
contemporary books, and public records where they are available.
I have been greatly encouraged and greatly helped in this work by my
mother, Phebe Bartholomew. Her memory has filled many gaps for me when
my memory has failed and most of all, of course, for those years of early

childhood and those before I was born. I am indebted to her for the knowledge

SCENDANTS

holomew
X TO
'ATHER,

tholomew

of Judge Bartholomew and the activities of the Bartholomew family in those
years on Sand Hollow and early Heppner days. The early days of cattle
branding, horse round-ups, homesteading, timber claims, and pioneer days on
Butter Creek have been enlightened for me by her remarkable remembrance
of events during her 88 years residence here. Her persistence in pushing me on
has made possible the finishing of this work. Without her help, this work
could never have been accomplished.
Also of great help to me have been the recollections of my Uncle Fred
who is now the last living member of the Judge's immediate family. He,
too, has been keenly interested in preserving the facts of the lives of his father's
relatives. His has been a most interesting life encompassing the whole realm
of scientific improvements, better methods of agriculture, and new ways of
transportation from the 1890's to the present.
In 1959, a history of Morrow County entitled "Yesteryears of Morrow"
was published in Heppner and from this book, I have derived much pleasure

and profit. My sisters, Faye and Lila, helped to compile information for it
and I have used it for reference in my search for facts. In 1937, the Women's
Pioneer Club of Pendleton published a book entitled "Reminiscences of Oregon
Pioneers," which has proved to be of great interest and has been profitable
in the preparation of my work. Both of these books give one a particularly
vivid picture of early pioneer days and the lives of hardship many of them
lived. Mrs. Leezer's account of the Heppner flood was taken from this auto
biography.

My mother owns a volume entitled "History of Umatilla and Morrow

Counties," written by Colonel William Parsons and W. S. Schiach, published

by W. H. Lever in 1902, in which I found a biography of the Judge. I have
quoted it at length and also of his activities as Judge in the County.
Stuart Holbrook in his book, "Far Corner,"

has told the story of the

Heppner flood of 1903 dramatically and well. In the August 4, 1960 issue of
the Oregon Farmer, an article by E. R. Jackman and Esther Kirmis entitled
"Morrow County" gives a clear and interesting history, summing up the
accomplishments of the citizens and paying them many compliments. These,
too, have helped me to form a picture of the Bartholomew clan.
In tracing the history of this family back to its earliest ancestors, I have
found my greatest help in the "Bartholomew Genealogy" published in 1885
by George Wells Bartholomew. He spent many years and much money in this
dedicated work and it gives us a most comprehensive picture of this family
in all its branches. I am greatly indebted to this work. His grandson, Edwin
Bartholomew, who lives near me in Seattle, has been most interested in my
search for facts.

I was fortunate in having done considerable
1957 when I visited England and was privileged
Burford. For this was the place the Bartholomews
history can tell us. It helped me to orient myself

research on the family by

to visit the small town of
began as far as our known
to those early days as the

village has changed very little in 300 years. It is a backwater; although a
road passes through it toward Wales, the place remains almost untouched
by the passage of time. As every town in America has a Main Street, every
-1-

village in England has a High Street. And they serve the same purpose. Main
Street in Heppner could be High Street in Burford with stores and shops
along both its sides. The buildings are very old and not kept in very good
repair although people use them still. The village is situated on the very

THE

.

By MARY

small river Windrush in a small valley perhaps a mile wide. The hills on

each side gradually rise and are farmed—small grain fields—but there seemed
to be mostly grazing for animals. One enters the High Street at the top of a
small hill and goes through the village to the very narrow bridge over the
small river and almost immediately the road divides—on the right by a

ORIGIN OF 1

Bartholomew is the Englis

beautiful cottage and Ann Hathaway garden; to the left around the fields of

Bartholmai, which is derived
Hebrew, for son; and Tholmai o

To the right as one goes down High Street is St. John's Church surrounded
by gravestones in the church yard on the bank of the river. It is recessed

from a Hebrew root meaning

Westall Hill farm which was the home of a family of the early Bartholomews.

from the High Street and one goes down a side street to the church yard gate.
I spent several hours here thinking of the former years. It is very old but
has a dignity enhanced by the tall spire. There are many stones in the grave

yard but the Bartholomews are all buried in the Chapel.

This was the center of our ancestor's life. Here they were farmers and
drapers and might have remained so had it not been for the religious perse

cution which drove one of them, our Colonial Emigrant, to America. He was

a man of strong convictions and seems not to have been willing to compromise.

It was an enormous step to take from the sheltered, if narrow minded, soil

of England to the unknown of America. In 1634 he set foot upon American

soil.

I have always been interested in family history and have continually

badgered members of the family with questions of early days. Northwest
history to me is the most interesting subject taught in school. Because our
ancestors came to these very young states so early in their histories, we
have had a hand in their formation and have been able to watch their growth.
It gives us a feeling of stability to know that our roots have gone down so far in
this soil. I feel privileged to have been allowed to prepare this work for the
enjoyment of the grandchildren and great grandchildren of the Judge.
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the High Street at the top of a

ORIGIN OF THE NAME BARTHOLOMEW

id divides—on the right by a

Bartholmai, which is derived from BAR, the Syriac term, as Ben is the
Hebrew, for son; and Tholmai or Talmia is often found in the Old Testamentsee Numbers 8:22, Joshua 15:14, 2nd Samuel 3:3. Its signification is "furrowed"'
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Bartholomew is the English form of the Syriac name of the apostle,

from a Hebrew root meaning "to furrow" or "cut."

The process by which Bartholmai or Bartalmai in Hebrew becomes

Bartholomew in English is through the regular Greek and Latin forms, Bartholomeos and Bartholomeus, the second "o" being an intercalation, thence

possibly through the French, The process by which these changes we're made
are as numerous and varied, as the principles of analogy, ease of utterance,

and so many natural and social forces, that, with the necessary ignorance of
the peculiar history of this word during that early transitory period, it cannot
now be stated just what influence gave it its present form.

Our name has been adopted by all people who have become Christianized,

because it was the name of one of Christ's apostles. Even among savages

wherever missionaries have introduced the Christian religion, the names of
the apostles have been given as Christian names.

Probably the first Bartholomew in the state of Connecticut, which nearly
all of the name in the United States have considered their ancestral home,

was an Indian chief who, with his fellow chief, Neguitmaug, deeded to the
English settlers the land upon which the town of Sharon is situated. He was
undoubtedly converted by some early Christian missionary and christened
Bartholomew; which is a fair illustration of the manner in which the thousands

of others originally adopted the name.

In England, the adoption of family names was at first confined to the

nobility, but later as the common people began to accumulate property and

became better informed, they chose family names. The English church, after

its establishment (1538) required the parishes to keep a record of all baptisms,

marriages, and burials, which permanently established family names. In
Germany, the adoption of surnames among the common people was still
later than in England.

Wherever the name Bartholomew has been introduced, it has suffered

numerous changes and contractions. The pronunciation has been as varied as

the people using it. The apostles no doubt accented the first syllable, as

with them it had its special meaning, and pronounced it BAR'TOL MA'.

The family in Warborough, England, were, judging by the spelling in

the records, in 1500, called BAR'-TYL-MI, and that extended down to the

present century. (1800-). The hill in Ipswich, Massachusetts, named after William

Bartholomew of that place (1634) and the pond near Salem, Mass., named

after his brother Henry, are still called Bartylmi Hill and Bartylmi Pond.
Because the name is long and difficult to pronounce, it has usually been
mispronounced, and many have on that account changed it, as the great
number of similar shorter family names in all nations shows.

(Excerpt from Bartholomew Genealogy by George Wells Bartholomew.)
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW

It is interesting to review what is known concerning the man from whom,

indirectly, our name Bartholomew has been given to hundreds of thousands

of persons and especially to our ancestors and ourselves.

Bartholomew was not a family name, but was patrobymical and meant
-3-

the son of Tholmai. Possibly the original designation "Son of Tholmai," was
afterwards converted into an apostolic name, implying "son of a furrowed
field" or cultivated fruit. Our knowledge of the apostle is very slight and

only such as the Acts of the Apostles (1:13) and the four Gospels (Matt.

10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:14, John 1:45-49, 21:2) contain. He is never really

mentioned in the last Gospel by this name, but is supposed to be the same
as the Nathanael (meaning gift of God) mentioned by Saint John. (Biblical

students more or less accept the theory of the same identity of these two men
tioned as apostles.)

Some ancient writers, living three hundred years after his time, have

mentioned his preaching the gospel in Arabia and India. Modern students
think it a mistake, but acknowledge the possibility of his having preached
at Hierapolis in Syria, and through Armenia and of his having suffered mar

tyrdom at Albania or Albanapolis, the modern Derbend, on the shore of the
Caspian Sea. His festival day in the Roman Church is August 24 and in the

Greek, June 11th. (Excerpt from Bartholomew Genealogy.)

On my trip to Europe in May 1957, I visited the Cathedral in Milan, Italy,

which is the third largest in the world and one of the most beautiful. In it

is a large statue of Saint Bartholomew. According to legend, he was skinned
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BURFORD, OXFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND

scription very well. Most of tl

alive at the time of his martyrdom, and the sculptor depicted him without skin—

intact and hanging over his shoulder. It is certainly a most unusual one.

This is a parish and market town
and county court district of Witney,
deanery and diocese of Oxford, at the
Oxford, five miles from Shipton and

in the hundred of Brampton, union
rural deanery of Witney and arch
western extremity of the county of
eighteen miles west by north from

Oxford. The town is on an ascent from the river Windrush. Its houses are very

ancient in general character, and are, with a few exceptions, irregular and
ill built. Its priory is its greatest ornament.

The church is a large and handsome building of the cruciform character,
but is situated too low. It was erected at different periods. Its tower and
its western door are interesting Norman style. No renovating hand has
yet disturbed their pristine character.
The tower is in the center of the edifice and from it rises a lofty spire.

The porch on the south side of the church is in the pointed style, and is highly
decorated and enriched with statues, in canopied niches, the whole being

surmounted by crocheted pinnacles.

In the church are some interesting monuments; one to Sir Lawerance Tan-

field, lord chief baron of the Exchequer of England and dame Elizabeth, his

wife,' in the north side chancel; one dated 1569, to Edmund Harman, in the
north aisle; some fine altar tombs, including a beautiful one to John Liggare,

and other monuments; and in Bartholomew Chapel, the southeast portion of
the edifice, are the family tombs and inscriptions herein described.
The town is of great antiquity- for we are informed, that as early as the

year 682, the kings Ethelred and Boothwald held a council here. Burford, at

the time of the Norman invasion, was spelled Bureford, and was held by Earl

Aubrey as part of the land of the Bishop of Baieux, in 1471, Richard Nevell,
the renowned Earl of Warwick, held it. In the reign of Henry VIII, it was

granted to Edmund Harman, Esq., with a charter giving it all the privileges

of the city of Oxford. In the 41st year of the reign of Elizabeth, it was sold

to John Fortescue, knight chancellor and deputy treasurer of the court of
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exchequer. He sold it to Lawrence Tanfield, knight baron of the court of
exchequer. He left it to his son, Lord Falkland, by whom it was sold, in the
reign of Charles I, to speaker Lenthall, since which time it has been enjoyed
by his descendants to the present time, the present holder being Miss Younde.
(Late 1800). The Duke of St. Albans derives his second title, Earl of Burford,
from this place.
The church, called St. John the Baptist, was originally built during the
Norman era, but its various additions appear to have been chiefly built in
the time of Edward III. Bartholomew Chapel was probably first so called
about 1600. The church registry dates from 1612. A grammar school was
founded in 1571, by Simon Wisdom which received various benefits and had
a long and useful life.

The manufacture of coarse woolen cloths was formerly carried on exten
sively and in the early part of the last century great quantities of malt were
made here; but both trades are now fallen into entire decay. Its weekly

market, and its situation on the high road from London to South Wales,
were afterwards the most profitable resources of the town. A market is still

held every Saturday for corn, etc. The fairs are held on the last Saturday
in April, July 5 and September 25, for horses, cattle, sheep, cheese, and toys.
The chief crops are wheat, barley, oats and turnips. The population in 1861
was 1649.

(Note—It must be

remembered that

George

Bartholomew pub

lished his Genealogy in 1885 so that his research was most probably done in
this year 1861. However, I must say that on my trip there in 1957, I think
there were even fewer people living there and the town answers his de
scription very well. Most of the buildings are very old and the church has
never suffered the touch of any renovating that I could see.)

Bartholomew Chapel is in the southeastern portion of St. John's Church

situated to the left of the chancel and adjoining it. It is about fourteen

feet wide by twenty long and contains three tombs, five memorial tablets

in the walls and four in the floor. The three tombs stand at the east end, each

about eight feet long, thirty inches wide, and four feet high, with ledges
running around the top of each. There are nail holes and other indications
that brass plates were once fastened to the ends and tops of these tombs
which undoubtedly contained important inscriptions. The parish clerk says
these tablets were carried away by Cromwell's soldiers, who used the church
as a hospital and stable. The following is Mr. Henry F. Water's description
of the church and chapel—"The old church at Burford is very interesting. I
have never seen any account of it; but the greater part of it is very ancient,
early Norman, I should say, judging from the zigzag ornament about the
windows in the central tower. What would constitute the aisles are divided

up into chapels, from each of which, a squint or opening, cut askew in some
column, commanded a view of the priest at the altar. Some of these squints

are now partially blocked up."
On the south side of the nave and choir are the chapels, the first of
which can be entered from without by a door on the western side of the,

church (kept unlocked all day). This is devoted to memorials of the Silvester
family; then comes a passage to the great south entrance and another chapel
from which a door at its east end opens into the Bartholomew Chapel, which

is now directly back of the choir and is used evidently for rehearsals, the
organ and organist's seat being wholly within the chapel, having been re

moved hither some years ago. The choir's and boy's surplices hang around
the east end of the chapel. Between it and the choir is an openwork screen,
of wood of Gothic design and a door opening into the choir, directly in front

of the chancel rail. There is also a door leading from the chapel on the south

side out into the church yard. At the east end where the floor is very slightly
raised, are the three tombs which once had brasses upon them but upon

which now, I could discern nothing that would convey any information.

for the second time on Novem

Between the first and second tombs in the pavement or floor bearing the
inscription:

Margaret Joyes, November 6,

nor of John's birthdate as rec

records of wills, etc., it is lea

Richard Bartholomew

1706

Between the second and third tombs is a

children are uncertain except t

similar slab:

Sarah Bartholomew

Richard's estate by the latter'
assisted in the founding of Ba:
in nearby Oxford and Burford
John's son, William, christ
calfe. At his death he was bur

1689

a mercer, a dealer in silks and

Sarah Bartholomew

"Mr." to his

sister of

Richard Bartholomew Esqr.
Died May 29, 1795
Aged 60

These tombs and slabs take up the whole space at the end of the chapel;
a column at the end of a solid wall separates this end of the Chapel from
the Chancel.

Above these tombs is a great window, on either side of which, set against
the corner of the walls, is a marble slab or medallion supported at the sides
by cherubs and surmounted by a vase from which issues a flame. On the
south side of the Chapel are three large windows; between them are three
mural monuments, very imposing, each surmounted by a coat-of-arms (a
chevron engrailed between three lions rampant, field would be silver), each
containing a slab bearing an inscription.
CHAPTER
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When I was in England in 1957, I was privileged to visit Burford, the
home of our ancestors. It is a small village about 18 miles northeast of Oxford
which I also visited. The majority of the buildings in Burford are very old
but there seems to have been a resurgence of building within the last 20
years for there were some very modern homes in one section of the town
and even the High Street was improved by two rather new looking tea shops.
I visited the town on July 7th, a Sunday, and was fortunate in finding
the church open so that I was able to inspect the Bartholomew Chapel at my
leisure. The church, St. John the Baptist, Church of England, is very old,

parts of it dating from the 12th century about 1150. The Chapel in which we
are interested was a gift addition to the church about the year 1600 by the

family Bartholomew who lived at Westall Hill. This was a prosperous and well
kept farm across the small river Windrush from the town. I visited it also
and found it to look very much the same as the photographs showed it in the
Bartholomew Genealogy.
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I was glad to find the organist in the Chapel who was much surprised to

to breathe a freer air, should
in the wilds of America.
The facts show the high st

ing about the town. It was a moving experience to find myself in surroundings

service he devoted much of 1

find a descendant of the family who gave the Chapel. No one of our name
resides at Burford at this time. I spent several hours taking pictures and walk

so little changed in 300 years and to know that our ancestors once walked these
same streets. I was able to obtain a printed history of the church containing

a plan of the aisles and chapels and a description of them, also many pictures

both colored and etched. I took many colored slides myself which I prize.
In the south transept of the church is the Vicar's tablet upon which
are carved the names of all the Vicars since 1214. From 1578 to 1586, Barth
olomew Chamberleyne was the Vicar. Perhaps he also was a member of the

family of the original three brothers who lived in Warborough, Oxfordshire,
about 1550 and from whom we in America trace our ancestry.

John was our particular ancestor and he was married to Alice Skutter
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incomplete at that time. From

records of wills, etc., it is learned that he was made overseer of his uncle

Richard's estate by the latter's will in 1577. He or his son, John, probably

assisted in the founding of Bartholomew chapel, Burford. His four sons settled

similar slab:

in nearby Oxford and Burford.

John's son, William, christened February 7, 1567-8, married Friswide Met

calfe. At his death he was buried in Bartholomew chapel, May 6, 1634. He was
a mercer, a dealer in silks and woolens in Burford. The invariable prefixing of
"Mr." to his name wherever used shows that he held the social rank of

gentleman.

Esqr.

His son, William, born in 1602-3 in Burford, England, was the man from
whom the American branch of the family traces its history. He was well
educated and was probably employed in his father's store but later removed
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to London and married Anna Lord, sister of Robert Lord and before September

1634, he had entertained the famous Mrs. Ann Hutchinson at his London home.

His association with her, his accompanying the Rev. John Lothrop and his

congregation to America, his active and earnest part in the General Court

of the colony are conclusive evidence of his Puritanism. Sectarian feeling at

that time was extremely bitter. The slightest opposition to the established
Church of England met with terrible chastisement. Heresy ranked worse

than treason. It was common for fathers to disown their sons who adopted

the new faith, and since William is not mentioned in his father's will, we
can assume such was the case with him. They arrived in Boston on September

18, 1634 and he had many offices in the building of the new church and colony.
He served as member of the General Court, established and taught a grammar
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school, had many land deals and was active in the work of the new federation
of states.

(Excerpt from Bartholomew Genealogy) His grave in Phipps Street
Cemetery, Charlestown, Massachusetts, is in a prominent position adjoining that
of John Harvard, the benefactor of Harvard College; the inscription on the
gravestone reads "William Bartholomew, age 78 years. Died January 18, 1680."
Leaving the paternal roof we find him before the age of 32 in London, married,
keeping house and probably in some mercantile employment.
The London of that time was as gay and alluring to youths as that
profligate age could make it; vulgarity, vice and crime were countenanced

and even encouraged. Under these circumstances the young man who chose
his company from a persecuted and divided, but devoutely religious sect,

showed a strong and noble character. Surrounded by oppression, and per
haps disowned by his father, it is not strange that such a spirit should wiish
to breathe a freer air, should brave the dreaded ocean and join the Puritans

in the wilds of America.

The facts show the high standard he maintained in his adopted home. With

advantages of family and education, he seems to have united a most liberal

disregard of his own personal interests, to the advantage of the colony, to whose
service he devoted much of his life. The Colonists needed just such a man;
and the many and conspicuous trusts placed in his hands show that he was

faithful to them.

He was a merchant nearly all his life. He lived in a world of wonderful

changes, and his was a long and eventful career. If it could be reviewed by
us in all its strong lights and shades, it would be more interesting than the

most fascinating tale of fiction. He was the emigrant ancestor of all the Barth

olomews of this family in the United States, and it is hoped that a knowledge

of his force of character and sterling worth may encourage some of his weaker

descendants to be more worthy of so noble a sire."

His son, William, born probably in Ipswich, in 1640 or 41 married Mary

Johnson in Roxbury, Mass. December 17, 1663. She was born April 24, 1642.
Lt. Bartholomew learned the carpenters trade. He assisted his uncle Henry

18 people in the party—Silas

her husband Alba G. Bartholorr

(His uncle Henry Bartholomew was a brother of William and was born about
1607. He was educated in the Burford Grammar School and served also in his
fathers store. He landed in Salem, November 7, 1635 and became a member
of its First Church May 17, 1637. He married Elizabeth Scudder of Boston about

and husband, Mr. Parsell and
and Harvey. Sam Coe, their sor
had purchased a farm three mi:
with his wife, the former Susa
Brother Sam met the part

1640) in building the Old South Mill in Salem. His daughter Abigail, aged 4,
was taken by Indians with 12 others and carried over into Canada and kept
8 months, but was ransomed May 23, 1678 with others by the payment of 200
pounds. He built mills in Woodstock, Branford, and Roxbury as well as many
other buildings. He was elected to the General Court and received many other
honors from his fellow citizens. At Woodstock he was honored by being chosen
Lieutenant commanding all subjects to military service in the town.
Like his father, he was ancestor of all the Bartholomews of this family
in America. He, as well as his father and uncle Henry, must have been men
of rare executive ability, which, combined with their practical sense and high
social and moral standard, made them in their various spheres the eminent

runners and took them to his

ice where some of them at lea

spring, some arrangement had
to Milton, there to conduct a bi
on his ranch raising wheat, h
October 22, 1884.
They continued to live thei
the raising of livestock wholly
25 miles northeast of Heppner
abundant and feed for the live

men which they undoubtedly were.

active in establishing tenants

Andrew was his third son, baptised in Roxbury December 11, 1670, was

lands and state owned lands th

that the family located here.
They resided here 10 yean
one of the outstanding livestoc
of 1889 was an exceptionally

married about 1698 to Hannah Frisbie and died between 1752 and 1755. He

managed his fathers mills in Branford and after his fathers death, owned and
operated them with his brother Benjamin. In 1711-12, they divided the prop

erty and Andrew turned to farming around the cities of Branford and Walling

ford. Eleven children were born to them and Joseph was the ninth.
Joseph was born in Branford, May 6, 1721, and married Mary Sexton in
Wallingford in January, 1741-2. He died October 27, 1781. Lieutenant Joseph

was later known as the doubl

freezing temperatures had caus

the first storm. After this weat
weather which was followed b

was the owner of a large farm at Wallingford where he resided all his life. He

no feed. Some hay could be hai
but it was not enough and the

commanded by commission from the General Court all those subject to military

duty in the town. Nine children were born to them and Andrew carried on our

drifted north with the wind do

line.

cold increased, most of them di

Andrew was born in Wallingford January 24, 1744, married Rachel Royce

where. Mr. Bartholomew contad
the dead animals for the hides

January 7, 1773 and died July 17, 1818 at the age of 74. Captain Bartholomew
resided in Wallingford where he was a farmer, owning a large farm between

long as the cold lasted.
Hay was hauled 24 miles f

Wallingford and Durham. He also commanded the military company of the

town. Ten children were born to this family and .Andrew became our ancestor.
Andrew was born in Wallingford March 3, 1783 and married on December
10, 1807, Diana Cook, daughter of Ambrose and Esther Cook, and died in New
Haven, June 10, 1849. He lived in Wallingford as a farmer until about 1841 when
he moved to New Haven. Their eldest son, Ambrose Cook, carried on our line..
Ambrose Cook Bartholomew was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, Feb

Ed 17 years old and Charles 13But Price and Al Florence who

These were the ones skinned ty
and turning all his money bach
home, they also handed their r
it before they saw any of it.

ruary 10, 1809 and married Aurelia Ives, daughter of William and Lola Ives,
in Wallingford on September 12, 1832. He moved to Decatur, Illinois, where
he was a farmer. They had five children and again we are descended from the

In 1895 or 96, Mr. Bartholo
Chicago and lived with them on
judge in 1896 and the family
moved there, too, brought theii

eldest son, Alba.

selves in business there. Charles

CHAPTER 3
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Alba G. Bartholomew was born in Elmwood, Illinois, July 21, 1845 and
married in Elmwood, October 16, 1867, Mary Ann Coe, daughter of Silas Coe

of Warren County, Ohio, who was born December 24, 1849. He served as a

soldier in the 132nd Illinois Vol. Infantry. He was an insurance agent in

Elmwood and was Justice of the Peace twelve years. Six children were born
to them in Elmwood—Harry, Edwin, Walter, Charles, Jennie, and Eva.
It was the coldest winter ever known

(the thermometer was frozen

at

36 degrees below zero at the home of O. F. Thomson on Butter Creek) February
of 1883 when the Bartholomews arrived in Milton, Oregon from Elmwood,
Illinois. They traveled in two railroad cars to Walla Walla, Washington—live

stock and furniture in one and the families in the other. There were more than
-S-
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18 people in the party—Silas and Katherine Coe, their daughter Mary Ann,
her husband Alba G. Bartholomew and their six children; their daughter Kate
and husband, Mr. Parsell and children—Fred, Chester, Roy, Maggie, Achsa,
and Harvey. Sam Coe, their son, had preceded the party by several years and

had purchased a farm three miles outside Milton on Mill Creek where he lived
with his wife, the former Susan Fraser.

Brother Sam met the party at Walla Walla with wagons mounted on
runners and took them to his farm over the 12 or 13 miles of deep snow and

ice where some of them at least, remained during the rest of the winter. By

spring, some arrangement had been made whereby Sam and his family moved

to Milton, there to conduct a business of his own. The Bartholomews remained
on his ranch raising wheat, hay, livestock, and fruit. Fred was born there

October 22, 1884.

They continued to live there three years. Then Alba wished to engage in
the raising of livestock wholly so they moved to Sand Hollow, approximately
25 miles northeast of Heppner in Morrow County where the bunch grass was
abundant and feed for the livestock seemed assured. Jake Wattenburger was
active in establishing tenants on timber claims and pre-emptions on school
lands and state owned lands throughout this area so that it was with his help
that the family located here.
They resided here 10 years and Mr. Bartholomew came to be known as

one of the outstanding livestock men of that part of the county. The winter
of 1889 was an exceptionally hard winter and feed became very scarce. This
was later known as the double winter when a heavy snow and below zero
freezing temperatures had caused the owners to feed out all their hay during
the first storm. After this weather was gone, there came a season of warmer
weather which was followed by another freeze and snow so that there was
no feed. Some hay could be hauled from Echo by wagon on the Umatilla River
but it was not enough and the cattle from the ranches in upper Sand Hollow
drifted north with the wind down the Hollow. As the snow deepened and the

cold increased, most of them died and there were hundreds of carcasses every
where. Mr. Bartholomew contacted the owners and obtained the job of skinning
the dead animals for the hides so that it provided much work for his boys as
long as the cold lasted.

Hay was hauled 24 miles from Echo with four horse teams by the boys—
Ed 17 years old and Charles 13—so that the Bartholomews lost very few cattle.
But Price and Al Florence who lived on Hinton Creek lost all their livestock.

These were the ones skinned by the boys. Harry was working out at this time
and turning all his money back to the family. As the boys got jobs away from
home, they also handed their money over to their father. In fact, he collected
it before they saw any of it.
In 1895 or 96, Mr. Bartholomew's brothers—Fred and Herbert—came from

Chicago and lived with them on the ranch. Mr. Bartholomew was elected county
judge in 1896 and the family home was moved to Heppner. Fred and Herbert

moved there, too, brought their families from Chicago and established them

selves in business there. Charles remained on the ranch.
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Soon after this in 1898, the three Bartholomew brothers—Alba, Fred, and

Herbert—organized the Bartholomew Livestock Company, called the Bally

Company because all three men were bald headed to a degree. Charles was

retained as their manager. They rented the Sweazie Place on Butter Creek for

part of the livestock activities. By the fall of 1902, the company was dissolved

and the Sand Hollow property was lost. At the time the Sand Hollow land was

proved up on, Mr. Bartholomew had borrowed money from the Armour Packing
Company, giving the ranch as security, so that when hard times struck, the

property reverted to them.

Alba and his family had bought the large house in Heppner in 1896 owned
by William Ayers which was retained as the family home until the death of

Mary Ann in 1935 when it was sold to clear up her estate. Fred and Herbert also

purchased homes for their families where they lived until after the disastrous

and in rebuilding the structure h

flood of 1903. Judge Bartholomew fulfilled his term of office and was re-elected

was able to withstand.

hill overlooking the town was built during his term of office.
The terrible flood of June 14, 1903 will never be forgotten by the descendants

efforts.

in 1900 for another 4 years. The Morrow County Courthouse situated on the

As county judge, his administ
ful, and the present satisfactory

of the settlers of Heppner. Over 200 people were drownd and practically the

He was a man of good jud
posted officials on county matter
While he was very enterpri
was for the public welfare. The
house was largely due to his en
building of the I.O.O.F. stone fc
stand today to his memory.

whole town destroyed. Many tales of suffering, death and heroism have been
told during the past 60 years of the events of that black day. It happened on
a Sunday and it was in the afternoon that, suddenly, without warning, a tre

mendous wall of water surged down Willow Creek upon the town caused by

a water spout falling a few miles above Heppner. Within minutes houses,

people, animals were all crushed together amidst uprooted trees and upturned
wooden bridges in the driving rain and strong wind. There was little hope
for most of the inhabitants—some families were completely destroyed while

Mr. Bartholomew was a

mei

and his life was an example th?
was a member of Willow Lodge '.

only children were saved from others.
Fortunately, the Bartholomews lost no member of their families in this
catastrophe. The Judge, with his son Fred, and a Mrs. Carr, were in the church

Post G.A.R.

preparing children for the annual Children's Day program and all these child
ren were saved. Leaving them safely in the church, the Judge and Fred went
home through the water and successfully carried the family to safety on the

It is a noteworthy fact that
our branch has seemed to stay
raising or merchandising more

hill. Lee was being cared for by his grandparents and Jennie and Lloyd were
living in the house at the time. Also Grandma Coe, an invalid now, was there
with her daughter, and Aunt Kate Parsell was helping to care for her. They were

in their chosen communities ani

In the days in Burford, we find t

unable to move Grandma Coe in such a short time but the water went down

a

and did not enter the house and only the basement and yard suffered. Mary Ann
was visiting her new granddaughter, Mary, at the home of her son, Charles, on
the Meadows below Echo. On this fateful day—Sunday—Charles, Phebe, 5

dealer in silks and woolens;

farming, carpentering, and millin
have enjoyed prosperity both in
Judge A. G. Bartholomew sc

weeks old Mary, and Mary Ann drove to Pine City to a basket dinner at the
church and were met by Harry. After service he took his mother and started

in Illinois. When he arrived in <
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again entered the judicial field
The years 1893-4-5-6 have c
were years of drought, poor crops
Without rain, the people could
raise grain to sell. Wheat in 189
75 cents per head, and wool an
prices were obviously far below

in his buggy to drive her to Heppner. About 2 miles from the church on top of
the hill above his ranch, they met the storm. The horses became panic-stricken
and turned around and started to run toward the ranch house, with the top

of the buggy blown off between them. There were no telephones in those days

so no word of the flood reached them until Monday morning when they started
again to Heppner, they met Ed on horseback on his way to Echo to send'

telegrams about the catastrophe.

Herbert Bartholomew and wife were also in the flood but had another

their stock and land found it n

sort of experience. Their house was pushed against a row of trees which leaned
over flat making a raft upon which their house floated. When the water
receded, they walked out on the trees and thence to safety. Aunt Notie was

gages so that they might live,

tried to be of assistance, many
with doors sagging, windows br

only slightly injured.

vine by the door step, a well ne;

Of course, there was a great deal of cleaning up to do after such a terrible
event and throughout the summer many cases of typhoid developed in the

of some well intentioned man ;

city from the contaminated water. Everyone worked very hard to salvage what

of many accidents in the futur
to be the grave of stock which v\

very busy man and on the following November 3, 1903, he died of overwork

worried that some person, especi;

they could and give assistance to those in need. Judge Bartholomew was a

and strain brought on by his indefatigable and tireless attempts to help those
about him. The following is taken from his obituary—

Judge Bartholomew is dead was the sad news that flashed over the city

a little after six o'clock Monday evening.
Mr. Bartholomew had been in a comatose state for some time and the

end was not unexpected. While his illness was only of short duration, his con
dition was critical right from the start, and after the first day little hopes were

entertained for his recovery.

The main cause of his death was overwork. Being naturally energetic, from

the weight of years and the overtaxing of his delicate physique, he collapsed
under the strain of his labors of attending to public and private affairs. During

the flood, the Star rooming house, owned by Mr. Bartholomew was wrecked,
-10-
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death and heroism have been

and in rebuilding the structure he worked long hours at harder labor than he
was able to withstand.

As county judge, his administration of county affairs has been very success
ful, and the present satisfactory condition of county matters is due to his

efforts.

He was a man of good judgement, and was probably one of the best
posted officials on county matters in the state.

hat black day. It happened on
denly, without warning, a tre'eek upon the town caused by

While he was very enterprising and progressive, his first consideration
was for the public welfare. The building of Morrow County's fine stone court
house was largely due to his enterprise. He was one of the promoters in the
building of the I.O.O.F. stone block and other substantial monuments that
stand today to his memory.
Mr. Bartholomew was a member of the M. E. church, south, of Heppner,
and his life was an example that commanded the most profound respect. He
was a member of Willow Lodge No. 66, I.O.O.F. and also a member of Rawlins
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CHAPTER 4

It is a noteworthy fact that throughout the long history of this family,
our branch has seemed to stay with the occupations of farming and stockraising or merchandising more or less exclusively. They have been leaders

in their chosen communities and have been successful in their undertakings.
In the days in Burford, we find that our first ancestor on record was a mercer,
a dealer in silks and woolens; the first emigrants to America engaged in

farming, carpentering, and milling in Connecticut; and in the Northwest families
have enjoyed prosperity both in farming and in the mercantile field.
Judge A. G. Bartholomew sold insurance and was a Justice of the Peace
in Illinois. When he arrived in Oregon in 1883, the wide bunch grass prairies
called to him to begin stockraising. This occupied him and his family until he
again entered the judicial field when he was elected County Judge in 1896.
The years 1893-4-5-6 have come to be known as "the hard times." They
were years of drought, poor crops and cold winters which were bad for livestock.
Without rain, the people could not raise feed for their cattle and could not
raise grain to ssll. Wheat in 1894 sold as low as 15 cents a bushel, lambs for
75 cents per head, and wool and cattle for prices proportionately low. These
prices were obviously far below the cost of production and people who owned
their stock and land found it necessary to find creditors to give them mort
gages so that they might live. Although these creditors were generous and
tried to be of assistance, many people lost their holdings. Abandoned houses,
with doors sagging, windows broken, perhaps a lone lilac bush or matrimony
vine by the door step, a well nearby gave mute testimony to the blasted hopes
of some well intentioned man and his family. (These wells were the source
of many accidents in the future. They were never filled up and stood open
to be the grave of stock which would fall in with no way to get out and would
starve there unless someone found them soon. My mother and father always
worried that some person, especially a child, would fall into one and disappear.)
Homesteads had to be abandoned by men who could not let their families,
starve where there were no jobs to pay them a wage and no moisture to raise
their crops. In spite of this, many people bore the struggle with heroism, ever
buoyed up by the hope that something was about to happen which would cause
an amelioration of conditions, but for a long time theirs was the "hope
deferred" which "maketh the heart sick." The years 1893-4-5-6 dragged their
weary length along without many changes, and not until the advent of the year
1897 did prosperity return. When it did come, however, it came in good earnest.
The fall of 1897 brought good crops, plenty of wool, plenty of mutton and good
prices for everything.
During the fall of that year, Judge A. G. Bartholomew, Morrow County
representative of the State Land Commission, which was composed of Governor
-11-

Lord, Secretary of State Kincaid, and State Treasurer Metscham, secured
action on the part of that body of no little importance to the development of
this county. It appears that many people in different parts of the state had
purchased school lands in this section and had been allowed to absorb the

utmost limit prescribed by statutes for deferring their payments, and by
reason of this forbearance of the Board, one, two, or three years additional.

These delinquent purchasers were leasing their lands for a nominal rental to

cattle and sheep men and
Judge Bartholomew called
Board utilize its perogative
The Board did so, making

no benefit was being derived by state or county.
attention to these facts and suggested that the
and cancel the d-elinquent certificates of purchase.
the land again saleable or accessable to lease, so

as to be within reach of bona fide purchasers and so that revenues therefrom

might accrue to the state not to individuals who had in no way earned the

right to them. This action did much to ameliorate conditions in Morrow
County. (History of Morrow and Umatilla Counties.)

Again quoting from this history—"The Judge is a man of fine executive
ability and keen discernment, having ever displayed a breadth of mind and
public spirit that mark him as a leader and benefactor, while in his official

capacity his work is always stamped with that sterling principle of right and
justice, coupled with efficiency, that display an acumen and integrity both

commendable and gratifying, and quite worthy of the acknowledgement of

appreciation so generously bestowed by the citizens of the county."
The stone Courthouse, still in use today, was erected during the term of
office of the Judge on the hill commanding a panoramic view of Heppner.
It replaced an earlier structure located to the north of the present building

and built and presented to the county by the people of Heppner. The stone

was quarried nearby and the clock was ordered through Mr. P. O. Borg, early

jeweler of the city.

The Judge was an interested member of the Methodist Church and

apparently acted as church treasurer during the years 1901-2 for a ledger in

possession of the family shows his entries of income and expenditures of the

church during these years. His name headed the list of contributors with
the amount of $100 and in his careful handwriting are entered the amounts
each man gave and the dates of his payments. Even cords of wood and cans

of lard are entered as contributions to the salary of the minister. This salary
amounted to $240 a year and their whole budget for the year was $594. Only

16 families are entered as contributors and entries show that they alone seemed
to support the whole church, sending money to foreign and home missions,
paying into and out of the Bishop's Fund, buying Sunday School materials
and at one time buying $10 worth of "Stars" for perfect attendance records.

The janitor received 75 cents a week and sometimes he was only paid twice a
month. There was the big expenditure of 45 cents for a bell rope and their
bill for lights for November 1901 was $4.50. There is a careful listing of all
collections both morning and evening of each Sunday and $3.30 was the highest
ever

recorded.

Judge Bartholomew had one sister who married William H. Kellogg and
lived in Illinois and the three brothers who followed him to Oregon. Frederick
K. was born June 20, 1849 and was a hardware salesman in Decatur, Illinois.
He married Hannah Adams who was born in Canada and they had one daughter,
Fay. They came to Heppner about 1896 and after his death, Hannah married

Dr. Swinburne of Heppner and they moved to Pendleton.

Herbert was a dry goods salesman in Illinois and after he came to Oregon,

he was interested in the Bartholomew Livestock Company with his brothers.
He was married to Notie Nelson and they had two children—Elise, who was

married to Tom West and William Nelson Bartholomew.

Edwin Delzer was born in 1847 in Decatur, Illinois and was for many
years a fine Chinaware buyer for a large firm in Kansas City and made a trip
to France every year to buy fine china. He was married t0 Ada, daughter of
-12-
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George W. Powers, and she was born April 21, 1847. After they came to Oregon,

he worked in the china department of Meier and Frank store until his death
in Portland. His son, Earl Ives, lived in Heppner a few months with his uncle

been allowed to absorb the

Herbert and then went to Portland and was employed by Meier and Frank
until he started his own store, the Bartholomew Cloak and Suit Company, which
I remember as a very successful emporium. Uncle Dez's daughter, Bonnie,

ring their payments, and by

:wo, or three years additional.
lands for a nominal rental to

later became Mrs. Bonnie Bixby.

lg derived by state or county,
facts and suggested that the

And so the Bartholomews came west. They were not the first pioneers of

this region, perhaps because they did not have the restless blood of those
earlier ones; perhaps they were satisfied with their midwestern environment
and did not want to change. Whatever the reason, they came after the rail
road made traveling easier than by covered wagon. But almost the whole

lquent certificates of purchase,
able or accessable to lease, so
nd so that revenues therefrom

ho had in no way earned the

iliorate

conditions

ies.)

in

Morrow

-

ge is a man of fine executive
)layed a breadth of mind and
enefactor, while in his official

Too many things can happen when the "boss" is away.
The states of Oregon and Washington have profited by their industry.
They have contributed leadership here and their children are carrying on this
heritage. Efficient, law abiding citizens—the four Bartholomew brothers
brought stability to their chosen communities.

sterling principle of right and
in acumen and integrity both
y of the acknowledgement of
sens of the county."
as erected during the term of
l panoramic view of Heppner.
north of the present building
people of Heppner. The stone

CHAPTER 5

Judge Bartholomew had two daughters and five sons. Harry Elmo was the

oldest son and he was sixteen when they moved to the ranch in Sand Hollow.

That was the beginning of the "hard times" and all young men went to work
as soon as they were able. He herded sheep, worked for other farmers during

through Mr. P. O. Borg, early

f

the

Methodist

Church

the harvest season and earned money wherever he could which was all turned
over to his father for the family expenses. He was established on the Scott

and

e years 1901-2 for a ledger in

Place on Butter Creek as its owner when he and May were married in 1897.
The Galloway post office had been established at Pine City at the juncture of
Big and Little Butter Creeks and was operated by Mr. J. J. Galloway. It was
later moved to the Scott Place so that when Harry bought it, he became post

icome and expenditures of the

the list of contributors with

iting are entered the amounts

Even cords of wood and cans

master as well. After his wife died, the post office moved around from one

ry of the minister. This salary
5t for the year was $594. Only

home to another for several years until a Star Route was established by the
Government from Echo to Lena and the Galloway post office was discontinued.
But this was not until after Harry had sold the place to Charles and I well

s show that they alone seemed
0 foreign and home missions,
ying Sunday School materials
for perfect attendance records.
imes he was only paid twice a
?nts for a bell rope and their
Lere is a careful listing of all
tiday and $3.30 was the highest

remember riding horse back to one of the neighbors after the mail. There
were other small post offices within a radius of 20 miles—Atwood which was
kept by my great grandfather, Henry Thomson; Alpine, which was located
far from any semblance of an Alpine world on the bare hills of Sand Hollow

in the small store in the house of Kate Parsell—all discontinued as transpor
tation became better. The horse drawn stage coach was replaced by the Model
T Ford and an era was over. After Harry sold the place to Charles, he bought
property at Stanfield but he and Dorothy, his second wife, lived in Pendleton

irried William H. Kellogg and

jwed him to Oregon. Frederick
salesman in Decatur, Illinois,

ida and they had one daughter,

:er his death, Hannah married
jndleton.

> and after he came to Oregon,

k Company with his brothers.
two children—Elise, who was

tholomew.

r, Illinois and was for many
1 Kansas City and made a trip
? married to Ada, daughter of

family came within a few short years and they settled near each other. They

have not been great travelers—the Pacific Northwest has satisfied them.
But perhaps stockmen and merchants need to remain close to their business.

for a while and Lee attended St. Mary's Academy. After they moved to the

'

ranch at Stanfield, he went to school in Stanfield. Again hard times hit them

and Harry gave up the ranch. Later he owned a restaurant in Echo but during
the Second World War he worked in San Francisco while his wife, Delia, was

in the Women's Army Corps. Their only daughter, Mary Ann, died at the
age of sixteen. After Delia returned from the war, they lived in Pendleton
until his death. His only son, Lee, lives in Atlanta, Georgia.
Edwin was their second son and he likewise worked away from home as
soon as he was old enough for a job and gradually accumulated enough

money to buy sheep of his own which he pastured at Castle Rock on the

Columbia River. He took them across the river in the summers for pasturage
around Mt. Adams. There he met Miss Lila Shaw and after they were married
in 1902, he bought a farm at Glenwood, Washington. Later they sold it and
-13-

moved to White Salmon on the Columbia River. They owned a farm here along
the rich bottom lands of the river which he rented to Japanese truck gardeners
When this was covered by the lake waters behind the Bonneville Dam, he
bought a home on the hill in White Salmon and resided there until his death

His oldest son, Everett, now lives in Medford, Oregon and his second son,
Alba, lives in Wishram, Washington. His daughter, Zelah, was married to
Ralph Twitchell and his youngest daughter, Margaret, became the wife of

Hiram Jones and resides in Spokane.

Walter, the third son, was a traveling salesman for several companies

in the early days of Oregon history and finally settled in Portland where
he was a Collector of Customs on the boats in the Willamette River. He was

is employed by the Atkinson (

lives and works in Eugene, C
Wherever the Bartholome

well liked. They have been
have fun, yet highly practical I

in 1947, this family of the Jud
they met together at Eagle Fe

River; In 1939 and 1940 at the
on Northwestern Lake not far f

at the Beach Cottage of Everett

related, met together for a pi<

jolly and friendly, always well dressed; he was well liked by everyone He
married Mrs. Minnie Cahill but had no children. He died of pneumonia con

to keep knowing each other wl

Valley.

Bartholomew—

tracted on the cold boats in the damp winter weather of the Willamette

Charles Herbert was the fourth son of Alba and Mary Ann Bartholomew
and I think I have pretty well covered his life history. He had four children-

This is the invitation to t

At-Estacada without h

Mary, who now lives in Seattle and is writing this sketch; Faye who married
Marion Finch and lives on a farm on Butter Creek; Oscar FitzAllen who lives
in Salt Lake City, Utah; and Lila who is married to Jasper Myers and they own

We extend this invita

Jennie was the oldest daughter and was married to Leonard Martin who

To all the Bartholome

used to build the courthouse. One son, Lloyd, was born while they lived
in Heppner. In March, 1903, Leonard disappeared. Later Jennie married Clyde

Bring your chicken, pie

But bring plenty for

Neil and Fred. She lived in Corvallis at the time of her death having been

Don't go away hungry,

and operate with their tw0 sons the home place on Butter Creek.

was employed in the quarry near Heppner, taking out the stone which was

Saling and went to live at Currinsville, Oregon, where two sons were born
a widow for 17 years.

Eva was the second daughter in the Judge's family and she was the wife

of Edmund Saling. While they lived on the Saling ranch in Sand Hollow, one
daughter, Mary Ruth, was born. The Currins of Currinsville, Oregon and the
Salings of Sand Hollow, traded ranches so they and Mother Saling together with
Brother Clyde moved to the Willamette Valley. After Jennie and Clyde were
married, they built a house on the Saling ranch and lived there, too. Two

more children were born to Eva and Ed here—Irene and Ted. When her children
were grown, she married Floyd Dooley and they lived in Estacada until her
death.

All of these children were born to the Judge and Mary Ann while they
lived in Elmwood, Illinois; after they moved to Milton, Oregon, they had Fred.
He grew up in Sand Hollow and Heppner but when he was ready for high
school, he went to Milton to Columbia College. During his young manhood

he worked some for Charles and Harry on their ranches and then moved to
Estacada where he became the owner of a grocery store. He married Rose

Tannler and they became the parents of three children—Mayrose, Walter, and
Robert. Since his retirement, he has taken a very great interest in 'local
municipal affairs. The Portland Oregonian under the date line of April 22,
1957 carried the following story of his achievements—Estacada (Special)—
"Fred Bartholomew has been nominated here for a peculiar distinction—the

only man in the United States who has been elected or appointed to every
available city office.

A retired merchant, 25 years in one store here, Bartholomew was elected

mayor, Councilman, recorder, and treasurer. To top it off he was appointed

municipal judge to complete the cycle of city positions."
In him has been combined the abilities of the Bartholomews in both

the lines of mercantile and judicial endeavors. Highly respected in his city,
he has wielded a noteworthy influence. His daughter and her husband, Larry

Godsey, own and operate a clothing store in Estacada and his oldest son
-14-
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is employed by the Atkinson Construction Company. His youngest son, Robert,
lives and works in Eugene, Oregon.
Wherever the Bartholomews have lived, they have been respected and
well liked. They have been good natured, jolly men and women ready to
have fun, yet highly practical in business. In the years 1938, 39, 40, 41 and again
in 1947, this family of the Judges' met for family reunions. In 1938 and 1947,
they met together at Eagle Fern Park and at Fred's house on the Clackamas
River; In 1939 and 1940 at the summer cottage of Ed and Lila Bartholomew
on Northwestern Lake not far from White Salmon; And in 1941 we all gathered
at the Beach Cottage of Everett and Lucille; From 40 to 60 people, most of them

related, met together for a picnic lunch and visiting. A very wonderful way

to keep knowing each other when the families became separated.

This is the invitation to the 1947 reunion written and sent out by Fred

Bartholomew—

At Estacada without hesitation

On July 20th you need no reservation
We extend this invitation
To all the

Bartholomew

relation

Bring your chicken, pies, and cakes
But bring plenty for Heaven's sake
Don't go away hungry, that wouldn't do
You know the failing of a Bartholomew
Coffee will be furnished

Also the sugar and cream.
Don't get excited, this is no dream

Be sure and show your smiling face

ey lived in Estacada until her

Brother Ed will be on hand to say the grace

dge and Mary Ann while they
Milton, Oregon, they had Fred.
t when he was ready for high
e. During his young manhood,
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Nothing too good for the Bartholomew race
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Alba Cole Bartholomew

B. 5-8-1905
M. 6-12-1925
Florence Biesanz
B. 2-11-1906

Alba Darryl Bartholomew
B. 4-4-1926

Dennis K. Bartholomew

Carol Kay Bartholomew

B. 11-30-1927
D. 12-13-1959
M. 6-5-1948

Dennis Bryan Bartholomew

Dolly May Bryan

B. 1-14-1949

B. 8-28-1955

B. 12-8-1929

Basil Dix Bartholomew
B. 3-30-1930
M. 8-29-1948

Geraldine Evans
B. 11-27-1930

Alba Richard Bartholomew
B. 11-28-1949

Regena Rae Bartholomew
B. 4-6-1953

Shawna Lyn Bartholomew

B. 11-8-1955
Zelah

Bartholomew

B. 10-26-1908
M. 10-16-1928

Ralph Twitchell
Margaret Luella Bartholomew

B. 12-6-1915
M. 11-25-1937

Hiram

Hamilton Jones

B. 7-23-1913

Betsy Luella Jones
B. 8-10-1939
M. 1-17-1959

Duncan Edward Hay

B. 7-9-1935

Ralph Edwin Jones
B. 4-22-1942

Bruce Hamilton Jones
B. 4-18-1951

Basil Everett
B. 3-8-1959

Jones

Walter Ives Bartholomew
B. 9-29-1874
D. 4-12-1922

M. Minnie

Cahill

Charles Herbert Bartholomew
B. 12-13-1877
D. 7-7-1954
M. 10-27-1901
Phebe Ann Thomson

Mary Almyra Bartholomew
B. 4-9-1903
M. 9-15-1926
Arthur Truman Sether
B. 12-20-1902

Phebe Marie Sether
B. 2-10-1928
M. 10-12-1951

Stanley Edwin Dickey
B. 1-31-1924

Carol Ann Dickey
B. 10-27-1954

Nancy Susan Dickey
B. 10-26-1955

B. 10-26-1908
M. 10-16-1928

Ralph Twitchell
Margaret Luella Bartholomew

B. 12-6-1915
M. 11-25-1937

Hiram Hamilton Jones
B. 7-23-1913

Betsy Luella Jones

B. 8-10-1939
M. 1-17-1959

Duncan Edward Hay

B. 7-9-1935

Ralph Edwin Jones

B. 4-22-1942

Bruce Hamilton Jones
B. 4-18-1951

Basil Everett Jones
B. 3-8-1959

Walter Ives Bartholomew
B. 9-29-1874
D. 4-12-1922

M. Minnie

Cahill

Charles Herbert Bartholomew

B. 12-13-1877
D. 7-7-1954

M. 10-27-1901
Phebe Ann Thomson
B. 8-4-1874

Mary Almyra Bartholomew

B. 4-9-1903

M. 9-15-1926
Arthur Truman Sether
B. 12-20-1902

Phebe Marie Sether
B. 2-10-1928
M. 10-12-1951

Stanley Edwin Dickey
B. 1-31-1924

Carol Ann Dickey
B. 10-27-1954

Nancy Susan Dickey

B. 10-26-1955

Barbara Louise Dickey

B. 5-1-1962
to

Faye Amaryllis Bartholomew

B. 10-15-1904

M. 12-25-1924
Marion Charles
B. 9-17-1900

Finch

Bette Jane Finch
B. 5-11-1925
M. 12-25-1949

Verlin J. Higginbotham

B. 9-8-1924

Charles Herbert Higginbotham
B. 12-10-1946

Darrell Eugene Higginbotham
B. 9-14-1952

Sandra Faye Higginbotham
Susan Kaye Higginbotham

B. 2-6-1960

Frances Marie Finch
B. 4-24-1927
M. 5-11-1946

Dannie Charles Coppinger
B. 11-2-1916

Patricia Joan
B. 11-29-1929
M. 10-23-1947

Finch

Lynn Marion Wahner
B. 8-19-1948

Royce Eldon Wahner
B. 11-24-1922

Oscar FitzAllen Bartholomew
B. 7-7-1906
M. 9-7-1939
Beulah Mae Hard
B. 1-9-1918

Nora Ann Bartholomew
B. 2-23-1942
M. 10-6-1961

David Lynn Hansen
B. 5-5-1942

Jerry Edmond Myers

Lila Geneva Bartholomew
B. 12-13-1913
M. 7-22-1933

B. 7-1-1934
M. 1-16-1955

B. 7-3-1912

B. 2-22-1935

Jasper Edmond Myers

Kevin Rey Hansen
B. 7-23-1962

Nancy Jean Schuler

John Edmond Myers
B. 4-16-1956

Samuel Alan Myers
B. 12-30-1959

Wendy Sue Myers
B. 3-24-1961

o

Shirley Ann Myers
B. 7-18-1936
M. 9-6-1959

Stephen D. Nelson
B. 9-7-1935

Janet Marie Myers
B. 4-17-1938
M. 4-28-1957

William C. Correa
B. 10-27-1938

Charles Thomson Myers
B. 6-5-1940
M. 6-21-1959

Diane Jean Schwab
B. 7-11-1940

Jennie Viola Bartholomew
B. 12-1-1879

Lloyd Bartholomew Martin
Saling

D. 9-12-1960
M. 1st. 12-7-1899
James Leonard Martin
M. 2nd. 9-13-1904

B.
M.
M.
B.

Clyde C. Saling

Charles William Correa
B. 5-3-1958

Connie Marie Correa
B. 5-27-1959

Nicolas Charles Myers
B. 7-10-1961

Lee Ann Myers
B. 8-8-1962

9-15-1900
1st. Annabelle
Ann Garner
12-13-1906

B. 12-8-1867
D. 2-25-1943

Neil Edmund Saling

B. 8-20-1907

Neil Edmund Saling
B. 2-4-1936

Michael Bartholomew Saling
B. 11-18-1961

Stephen D. Nelson
B. 9-7-1935

Janet Marie Myers
B. 4-17-1938
M. 4-28-1957
William C. Correa
B. 10-27-1938

Charles Thomson Myers

Jennie Viola Bartholomew
B. 12-1-1879
D. 9-12-1960
M. 1st. 12-7-1899
James Leonard Martin
M. 2nd. 9-13-1904

Clyde C. Saling

Charles William Correa
B. 5-3-1958

Connie Marie Correa
B. 5-27-1959

Nicolas Charles Myers

B. 6-5-1940

B. 7-10-1961

M. 6-21-1959
Diane Jean Schwab
B. 7-11-1940

Lee Ann Myers
B. 8-8-1962

Lloyd Bartholomew Martin
Saling
B.
M.
M.
B.

9-15-1900
1st. Annabelle
Ann Garner
12-13-1906

B. 12-8-1867
D. 2-25-1943

Neil Edmund Saling

B. 8-20-1907
M. 8-22-1930
Irene Hazlett
B. 7-25-1903

Neil Edmund Saling
B. 2-4-1936
M. 1-4-1958

Lucy Lee Sinnard
B. 10-16-1936

Sandra Jane Saling
B. 8-1-1937
M. 12-27-1958

James Henry Schaeffer
B. 8-10-1937

Thomas Clyde Saling
B. 12-19-1942

Robert Lloyd Saling
B. 11-18-1948

Fred William Saling

B. 3-8-1910
M. 9-12-1936
Eleanor LeFevre Odell

Michael Bartholomew Saling
B. 11-18-1961

Fred William Saling
B. 1-6-1938

Karen Suzanne Saling
B. 8-8-1940

Steven James Schaeffer
B. 5-1-1961

Eva Estelle Bartholomew
B. 11-10-1881
D. 1-11-1960
M. 1st. 3-14-1900

Edmund E. Saling
B. 6-8-1870
D. 6-3-1943
M. 2nd. 8-1-1928

Mary Artemisia Ruth Saling

B. 2-7-1901
M. 11-11-1922
Frank K. Morrow
B. 6-29-1903

Alice Irene Morrow
B. 6-11-1931
M. 1st 10-26-1952

Barbara Ann Alley

M. 2nd. 7-10-1958

Rebecca Lyn Pihl

Walter D. Alley
Holger M. Pihl

B. 9-23-1929

B. 8-6-1953

B. 8-25-1959
Mathew Jon Pihl
Michael David Pihl

Floyd E. Dooley

B. 7-6-1890

B. 9-22-1960
Thomas Frank Morrow
B. 12-14-1934

M. 6-21-1958

Mark Kenneth
B. 5-9-1960

B. 1-7-1935

Michelle Jane Morrow

Joy Ann Deitz

Jane Irene Saling
B. 5-26-1904
D. 6-10-1950
M. 5-25-1926

Morrow

B. 5-19-1961
Ann Ruth Morton
B. 7-17-1930

Thomas Morton

Edmund Clyde Saling
B. 3-31-1907
M. 10-11-1928

Georgia Evelyn Beck

B. 1-20-1911

Patricia Mae Saling
B. 4-9-1929
M. 1st. 7-6-1947
Rarold Dean Hunt

Douglas Ray Hunt
B. 4-11-1948

B. 9-20-1925

Marcia Kay Hunt

D. 6-9-1949

B. 5-7-1949

M. 2nd. 2-9-1951
Robert Miller
B. 8-9-1927

Robert Michael Miller
B. 2-15-1952

Terry Wayne Miller
Sherry Lynne Miller
10-20-1955

Donna Jean Saling
B. 5-1-1932
M. 7-3-1956
John Richard Bledsoe
B. 8-15-1932
Fred Coe Bartholomew
B. 10-22-1884
M. 11-17-1916
Rose Lena Tannler
B. 2-28-1897

Mayrose Bartholomew

Ann Joy Godsey

B. 1-27-1921
M. 4-25-1941

B. 12-2-1946

Laurence Godsey
B. 12-18-1919

John Richard Bledsoe
B. 7-4-1957

James Edmund Bledsoe
B. 3-21-1959

Thomas Morton

Edmund Clyde Saling
B. 3-31-1907
M. 10-11-1928

Georgia Evelyn Beck

B. 1-20-1911

Patricia Mae Saling
B. 4-9-1929

M. 1st.

7-6-1947

Douglas Ray Hunt
B. 4-11-1948

Rarold Dean Hunt

B. 9-20-1925

Marcia Kay Hunt

D. 6-9-1949

B. 5-7-1949

M. 2nd. 2-9-1951
Robert Miller
B. 8-9-1927

Robert Michael Miller
B. 2-15-1952

Terry Wayne Miller
Sherry Lynne Miller
10-20-1955

Donna Jean Saling

B. 5-1-1932
M. 7-3-1956
John Richard Bledsoe
B. 8-15-1932

Fred Coe Bartholomew
B. 10-22-1884
M. 11-17-1916
Rose Lena Tannler
B. 2-28-1897

Mayrose Bartholomew

B. 1-27-1921
M. 4-25-1941

Laurence Godsey
B. 12-18-1919

Walter Alba Bartholomew
B. 7-27-1922
to
CO

Ann Joy Godsey
B. 12-2-1946

Walter Alba Bartholomew
B. 9-17-1949

M. 10-22-1944

Marriann Hafner
B. 3-10-1924

Gary Lee Bartholomew
B. 1-14-1954

Sue Ann Bartholomew
B. 10-25-1959

Robert Benjamin Bartholomew Daniel Lee Bartholomew

B. 11-28-1931
M. 2-14-1956
Jean Odell
B. 11-6-1933

B. 9-6-1957
Bruce

Robert Bartholomew

B. 7-28-1959
Juli

Ann

Bartholomew

B. 4-25-1961

John Richard Bledsoe
B. 7-4-1957

James Edmund Bledsoe
B. 3-21-1959

CHAPTER 6

Charles Herbert Bartholomew was born December 13, 1877 in Elmwood
Illinois, and came with his family to Milton in 1883. Somehow he did not have

the advantage of much formal schooling for boys went to work early in those

days and we know of his hauling hay for the cattle at a very early age. As

soon as he could, he obtained work away from home helping to support his

family. One of his early jobs was with Mr. M. S. Corrigal as a harvest hand
on his ranch on Butter Creek. Another job was with Walter M. Pierce on the
first combine harvester to come into the county. Mr. Pierce later became
Governor of Oregon and then United States Congressman.
Charles married Phebe Ann Thomson on October 27, 1901 at the home of
her father, Oscar F. Thomson, on Butter Creek. They started their married life
together on the Sweazie Place, known as the Blue Mountain Ranch, which the

Bartholomew Company rented at the time. In 1902 when the company dis

banded, they moved to The Meadows below Echo, taking with them a few

pieces of machinery, a few horses, and the cattle which had been bought with
the money Phebe had earned teaching school at Pine City and brought to her
marriage. Here they bought the farm of Millsey Allen, later known as the

Higginbotham place near the ranch owned by Fred and Mary Andrews Here
their first daughter Mary Almyra, was born April 9, 1903. The following year
they moved to Currinsville, Oregon, where they bought a small farm Their
second daughter, Faye Amaryllis, was born October 15, 1904. Since they were
both happier in the climate of Eastern Oregon, they returned there and settled

on Willow Creek at Cecil, a few miles north of Heppner, but after one year
came to Butter Creek where they bought the ranch formerly owned by Harry

Bartholomew. Here they engaged in farming until Charles' death in 1954 Here
their last two children were born: Oscar FitzAllen on July 7, 1906 and Lila
Geneva on December 13, 1913.

During his almost 50 years of management of the Butter Creek ranch he

accomplished many changes. One of his earliest projects was the planting of a
large orchard from which fruit was enjoyed for years by people for many
miles around. Many of the homesteaders living on Darched and dry acres;
on the hills on both sides of the creek often came to pick apples and peaches
Many of them had to haul every drop of water they used from our springs
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or from the creek so the fresh fruit was very much appreciated. Never a

formed by the digestion of th<

products of that orchard who otherwise would never have known fresh fruit

Many people came and went through the years on those homesteads for living
was poor and many men could prove up on them only by working at a job
some other place. With improved farming practices, many of these poor dry

a blessing to us children for Ire

homesteads are today producing bumper crops of wheat.

I, personally, know something of homesteading, for when I was in my
early teens, my Uncle Fred filed on a claim adjacent to my father's land and
forfeited it within a year so it was opened for refilement. My Grandmother
filed on it and lived on it for the required number of months through the
year in order to prove up. The law required so many days occupancy the
building of a house, and the planting of trees. The house was a one room

affair with an out house and a shed for the horse. There was no well s0 we

had to carry all our drinking water and water for the trees in our buggy.
Grammy and I, at other times Faye and O. F., every day would hitch up old

Kate, our horse, to the one-seated buggy without a top and drive the mile or so
up over the hill to the cabin, there to spend several hours. She would sit and
crochet her endless (to me) Irish crochet bags and I would count the minutes

until we could hitch up and drive home again. Here, I'm sure was born my love
for reading for there was nothing active to do, and if I had a book I was happy

The trees never grew large enough for shade so it was very hot in that small
cabin. We did have a magnificent view off across the prairie toward the
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Columbia River and the high hills along its course, wholly unappreciated by
me at least. Sometimes we stayed over night and that was more punishment. At
last Grammy proved up on the place and we rejoiced—especially my mother,

who could now have me at home and persuade me to do a little work around
the place. But we rejoiced too soon, for my Grandmother soon filed on an

adjoining piece of land and we started the proving up process all over again.
It didn't last as long this time, however, for the law required a shorter occupancy
period. Those fields now produce many bushels of wheat every year, but I
still see that little, one roomed cabin standing lonely against horizon and feel
again the boredom of a child who wasn't much interested in homesteading or
in obliging her grandmother at that time, either. This homesteading gave

my grandmother a great feeling of accomplishment and the fields are now
part of the ranch and produce wheat every year.
My father continued the raising of livestock as his father had done but

he confined his interest mainly to sheep raising in the years of my childhood,
and he had several bands grazing on the hills and lambing in our big shed
and being sheared there. It was a pretty sight in the spring to see the herds

with the small white lambs dotting the hillsides but not so much fun when we

children were asked to help feed the "bummer" lambs or "pets." At every
lambing season some ewes would not claim their lambs, or the mother would

die, or a pair of twins would be born and the ewe only claimed one or not have
enough milk to feed both. Then the newly born little things would be delivered

to my mother to be kept warm in a padded box behind the kitchen range
and taught to nurse a bottle and later to suck at our fingers in a pan of milk
until they learned to drink. Many were the exasperating times when the
lamb chewed the nipple full of holes and all the milk drained on the ground
or when they upset the pan of milk, often all over our feet and ankles. We

for years by people for many

often raised 25 or more lambs in such a way. By the time the bands of sheep
were taken to the mountains in the late spring for summer range, some of the
pets would be old and strong enough to go with them but nearly every year we
had a small bunch of 10 or 15 lambs left at home to pasture in the orchard or
fields. One of our jobs as children was to keep them from breaking into the
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fields of young green alfalfa and over-eating; for if they did, we would have
bloated sick lambs. We would have to run them with a stick fastened cross

formed by the digestion of the green alfalfa. Otherwise they died.
The raising of the sheep and the need of hiring men to herd them was
a blessing to us children for Ireland moved in with us. There was a large immi
gration at this time of young Irish lads who came to Morrow county because

older brothers or cousins or other relatives had preceded them and had

bought farms and bands of sheep. Morrow county was a stronghold of the
sons of Erin and still is although the immigration has mostly ceased and
those living there now have never seen Ireland. Those young Irish lads of

my childhood were only a few years older than we children and were very

good to us. The Irish always love children and these lads had probably left
behind them many younger brothers and sisters. Some of my happiest

childhood memories are of eating dried peaches with canned milk in their

"batch" quarters on the ranch and of being rocked and sung to by Pat. These
men bought sheep of their own later and became in their turn leading stock
men of Morrow county. But at first many of them came straight from "the
auld sod" to my father's ranch with their thick brogue, homesick, and glad
to be instructed in the ways of sheep raising by my father. Many of them
loved him very much and as long as he lived, would return to visit and ask

his advice.

My father acquired hill land for grazing his bands of sheep but when he

sold them and gave up the sheep business for several years, he plowed up
these acres and planted wheat. By 1915 or 16 he was harvesting many bushels
of wheat each year. Of course, the war in Europe, now known as the First
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World War, furnished a big market for wheat so that the price was good and

every bushel was needed. Large crews of men were needed to plant and harvest
these crops; many horses were raised to furnish the many teams needed on
combines and seeders. Wheat was hauled to Echo by wagons to the elevators
with as many as 10 or 12 horses for each wagon. We owned many horses and
hired many men. I remember many hours of cooking and washing dishes for
all those large crews for even after the United States entered the war, men were
excused from military duty if their services were needed to supply food.

In 1916 and 17 my father built a new house, quite large for those days
a wide porch around two sides. It was built of rock, taken from the cliffs along

with six bedrooms, a large living room and dining room, a full basement and
Butter Creek on our ranch and was a quite pretentious home for that time
It was and is a very comfortable home with plenty of room for us all as we
grew up and for all our friends, too. Many were the happy times and gay
high school dances in that big dining room for all the neighborhood I once
asked my father in later years what the house had cost and he told me "a
little over $7000" and that included furniture that they made a trip to Portland
,to buy when they moved in. A seemingly fantastic price in the light of
present day building costs. The house was built by a French stone mason, Mr
Frank Duprat of Pendleton, and a carpenter contractor who was named Mr
James Payne, also of Pendleton. They brought all their men to live there and
my mother cooked for all of them all of that winter.

The house was wired for electricity and power was furnished by a home
electric plant with batteries. It was the first house on Butter Creek to have
electric lights and we were very proud of them. It was a boon to me personally
because the cleaning and refilling of the kerosene lamps was my task as

I grew old enough.. Several years later in the 1930's the REA (Rural Electrifi
cation Act) was formed and lines were built on Butter Creek. This event made a

great change in the economy as it enabled people to use it for machinery.

I think my father was on the local school board from the time I started
to school when I was eight years old until long after Lila was in school. The

first year I started to school we began boarding school teachers and my

mother had one or more every school year, I think, as long as he was on the
Board. It was a grade school only until I reached high school age and then
the parents of the school began agitating for a High School so one was built
at Pme City in time for me to start my Freshman year. A High School and
grade were both maintained here for many years but finally they were dis

continued and all children are now transported by bus to town. But in 1911

the one teacher for all eight grades was janitor as well and since she lived

at our house and drove me to school with old Kate and the buggy I always

reached school in plenty of time in the morning so that she could build a

wood fire in the big Franklin stove. We stayed after school t0 sweep out and

to dust the erasers and such jobs. We carried our lunch in tin buckets which
had to be placed near the stove in winter or ice formed in our sandwiches
The stove was placed in the center of the room and five feet from it it was
icy cold and didn't warm up much all day. Work at the blackboard was an
ordeal and not sought by many. In spite of such hardships, we had excellent

teachers and I am sure that none of the pupils thought they were suffering

unduly. We wore heavy clothing and were prepared for cold weather The life

was harder on the teacher than on the pupils for she had to prepare lessons for
all the grades every day but to me there was a challenge in being in the room

with the older ones. I hoped to be able to read as well as they did some day
and to add up the long columns of figures and figure out compound interest
problems which used to cover so much space on the blackboard. As I look
back on it now, I can't remember the hardships, only the fun we had both in

school and on the play ground.

There were no school buses, of course, until the High school was started.
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The pupils had to get to school by whatever means their parents provided.
Some of us came in single seated buggies driving one horse, others rode horse

back, still others walked as much as two or three miles morning and evening.
A shed barn was provided at the school for the horses during the day and
there was great rivalry when school dismissed to see who could get their

horses hitched up and started home first.

It was the custom in those days for applicants for the teachers positions

to apply in person to the Board. It was never unusual in the hot summer
months for lovely young ladies to drive the 20 miles to our place from

house on Butter Creek to have

Heppner or Echo to make application to my father for the job. They usually
arrived at dinner time about noon because he was nearly always at home
then and also because the twenty miles was all a team could make in a
half day. So they always had dinner with us and many times we children
had to be content with stewed fruit as we watched those young ladies eating
the piece of pie we had marked out for our own. If they were beautiful and gay,
we didn't regret it and hoped they would be our teachers; if not, no. The
consent of two of the three Board members was necessary to hire one So they
had to interview all three. Of course, the members of the Board changed
frequently but for several years, it seemed the same three held the positions.
Two of them were very cautious or shall we say stubborn, and were determined
in their views of the qualifications for a teacher. The scholastic requirements
didn't seem to bother them but they were determined never to hire a married
woman. What this had to do with the ability of a woman to teach such a
small school is a mystery but to them it was important. I well remember the

;rosene lamps was my task as

September to begin school, it was learned that she had been married just two

>ple to use it for machinery.

these men—she was a Miss when she was hired and they would not employ
a Mrs. So a search had to be started for a new teacher and the beginning
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weeks before and after she had been hired. But that made no difference to

of school was delayed until one was found.
But I remember that we had quite good teachers and most of them re

mained the full term of eight months. In high school days, we began having
men teachers—sometimes a

husband and wife were hired and a

home found

for them in the neighborhood. As many of the single women stayed at our
home, we became very good friends and correspond to this day.
A Federal law, called the Taylor Grazing Act, was passed in 1934 which
greatly changed the habits of the stockmen of Oregon. The law provided that
anyone wishing to lease Federal land for grazing purposes must own land
within a certain number of miles of the acreage desired. It also limited the
number of head of animals to be grazed per acre. In executing this law, the
Secretary of the Interior under the Division of Grazing, divided the western
states into districts. My father was appointed District Advisor for Oregon District
Number 7. In November 1937, he was asked to come to Washington, D. C. in
company with advisors of the other western districts to consult with the Sec
retary on problems arising in each district and the administration of the Taylor
Grazing Act. My father and mother departed for Washington on November

24th and returned in December. Other advisors were on the same train. They

or she had to prepare lessons for
l challenge in being in the room

were entertained by Congressman Walter M. Pierce, an old friend.
The brand that a man adopts for his own and which he uses on his stock
can be very important. In pioneer days, there were no fences and everyone's
cattle and horses roamed the range in large bands. Cattle rustlers and thieves
were prevalent and some mark needed to be adopted by each man to protect
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with the bands and all the increase was claimed by him. About once a year
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a round-up was scheduled when all the unbranded colts were claimed and

1900.

For years prior to that time, these huge bands of nearly wild horses had
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roamed the range between Butter Creek and Willow Creek. Many of them
were never claimed and were unbranded. The young fellows of the country

rounded up these strays and shipped them to Linnton, Oregon, where they

of achievement in Morrow coun

steadfast example we cannot te

.were canned for food which was shipped to Germany. They received $2.00 per
head for them.

It was the custom that whoever bought any of these branded horses also

bought the brand. My father, when he was on the Sand Hollow ranch at IS

years of age, bought these horses from a man in Heppner with the Maltese
Cross and he adopted it as his own. Sometime during the 1920's, he was late
in sending in the registration so another person was registered before he was
and he lost the right to use it. However, he placed a dot in the center of ihe

Maltese Cross and used that the rest of his life. The hot iron in this shape was

During the past 60 years,
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one—being only 6 weeks old a
the time, my Grandmother's n
the summer spending part of
our ranch, and part in town. Tb
of the town people were celebn

applied to the skin of the animal just long enough to sear it so that the hair
would not grow again. This made a permanent scar. On sheep, the wooden

and burned much of the towi
the homes on the west side of t
Dr. McMurdo's were burned am

As the wool grew out, the paint remained in this shape.
When Marion Finch purchased the last of the cattle from my mother,

Hotel was burned and other sm

form was dipped in red or black paint and applied to the newly sheared sheep.

he registered the brand in his name and upon his selling the cattle in 1959,
he registered the Maltese Cross with the dot in the name of his grandson, Lynn
Marion Wahner. He has raised calves and won prizes in the Umatilla County

Fair with his 4-H work.

Some interesting information on brands has been furnished me by Miss
Genevieve Morgan, of the Department of Agriculture of Salem—"Oregon's first
law relating to brands was passed in 1854. That was in territorial days. However,
that law was primarily concerned with rustling and a conviction for altering
a brand belonging to another was larceny. The Oregon Legislature of 1893

required, for the first time, that brands be filed on record and the filing was to
be done with the county clerks, beginning in November, 1894. In light of

the present day that early requirement was rather quaint in that the law
stipulated that the brands be burned on leather and the leather, with the
burned impression, was to be "delivered to the county clerk."
In 1915 county clerks were relieved from the filing of brands and the state
veterinarian took over the job with brands from all over the state to be filed
with the state veterinarian's office in Salem. Two years later, in 1917, a Brand
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Adjusting Board was set up to handle disputes which arose later in regard

have been told of that terrible

the brand operations were among many activities merged into the State
Department of Agriculture, which was created as of July 1, 1931."
So the activities started in the 1880's when the Judge arrived in the North
west continue in the persons of his grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Stock raising is still an occupation by his descendants in Morrow and Umatilla

home was a refuge for a great

to the ownership of brands and this continued in existence until 1931 when

counties.

Charles was the only one of his sons to carry on farming in Morrow county
until his death. During those last years of his illness, many men came to my
mother to inquire about the'r friend, Charlie. It seemed everyone was his
friend and he knew everyone. He was extremely kind-hearted and many people
knew the boost of a little help just when it seemed the end was about to be

reached. He took a special interest in young people and while he could have

fun with them laughing and joking and seem nearly their age, they recognized
his authority and did not hesitate to confide in him and seek his advice. They
learned how to work from him and received inspiration from his upright life.
He liked to be with his family and nothing pleased him more than to load the
car with as many young folks as could crowd in and start on a trip.

Older people appreciated his steadfastness, also, and his advice was often

sought in the matters of county business. The county court house in Heppner
was familiar ground to him.

Kindliness could be the word to describe my father. The twinkle in his
large blue eyes could be both comforting and understanding. His was a life
-28-
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of achievement in Morrow county. How many other lives were touched by his

steadfast example we cannot tell. But he was content in his friends.
CHAPTER

7

During the past 60 years, Henpner has suffered and survived two great
tragedies—the flood of 1903 and the fire in 1918. I do not remember the first
one—being only 6 weeks old at the time—but I will not forget the fire. At
the time, my Grandmother's niece, Pearl Shepherdson, was visiting her for
the summer spending part of the time with her on the homestead, part at
our ranch, and part in town. The fire happened on the 4th of July when most
of the town people were celebrating at lone. It started in the early afternoon

and burned much of the town unhindered. The Methodist Church and all
the homes on the west side of the street from my Grandmother's house except
Dr. McMurdo's were burned and on north and down Main Street. The Palace

Hotel was burned and other smaller businesses.

My Grandmother and cousin were alone in the house and became very
excited, of course. They attempted to save the furniture and dragged a good
deal out in the yard and then went upstairs and threw bedding down the
narrow stairs, blocking them so that they had great difficulty in climbing out.
However, the fire did not cross the street and the house suffered only from
blistered paint across the front. The huge trees all along that side of the street
no doubt saved it. Two young men of my father's threshing crew arrived to'

assist my Grandmother but found everything under control and helped in

carrying back the furniture.

But the greatest tragedy of all was the big flood in June, 1903 caused by

the cloudburst. Mcst of the water came down Willow Creek in a great wall

carrying boulders, houses, animals, barbed wire fences and the newly cut hay.

The residential district of the town was along the creek right in the path of
the torrent. The new steam laundry filled with heavy machinery dammed the
water for a short time until a lake 20 feet deep formed and then gave Way,

loosing the water on its fleeing victims. Some men managed to get to the hills

but not many women and children. Skirts were long in those days and soon
became a water logged trap for the stumbling women. Many tales of bravery

have been told of that terrible experience.

Mrs. W. J. Leezer of Heppner later wrote in her autobiography for the

"Pioneers of Oregon" that—

"We had a house on a hill in Heppner and during the Heppner flood our

home was a refuge for a great crowd of people who were washed out of their
homes on the lower levels. The flood occurred on June 14, 1903, which was a

Sunday and we had just finished our Sunday dinner when the storm began to
rage. We had a Jersey cow below the house and I thought she would be
drowned so I went out to try to rescue her, not realizing how terrific was the
storm. A young boy, Leo Blackman came running to me and told me to go back
to the house.

When I did, I found so many people running to the house that I thought
it must be on fire and that they were coming to help us. I soon found however

that they were coming for safety. Trees and houses were carried along by the

flood and the devastation was terrible. Two hundred people lost their lives

in the flood. My house was literally packed to the very doors with refugees;

there were beds in every available place including the bathroom.
The house was so crowded that when I heard a knock on the door on,

Monday, I opened it and seeing two people standing there, said I thuoght it

would be impossible to take them in. Then I discovered it was my daughter,

who had come from St. Helen's Hall in Portland, and Bud Shipley, a Heppner

boy who saw her arrive in the devastated town.

She had been able to come by train as far as lone and through the kindness
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of a railroad official was given a seat in a hack which brought doctors and
nurses from Portland.

We had no Red Cross in those days, but we received much help. Portland
sent 500 men and they did a wonderful work in helping to clear away the

debris. Pendleton came to our rescue, too, and sent supplies.

Among those who were killed in the flood were my niece, Mrs. Robert

Hynd, and her two children. Mr. Hynd was found three miles from the bodies of

his wife and children and while almost overcome, he was resuscitated.

After the flood, Heppner people were always frightened by a heavy rain

and made it a practice to come to our house when a storm threatened."

The number of dead amounted to one fourth of the population of the
city. Not even the larger and more publicized Johnstown flood of 1889 took

such a proportionately great number of its inhabitants.

Fred Coe Bartholomew was a young man of 19 at this time. He had arrived

m town the day before on his return from school at the Columbia College in

Milton. He was with his father in the Methodist Church when the flood struck.

His recollections are—

"The day before the flood I came by train from Columbia College at
Milton and the next day, Sunday, June 14, 1903 at 2:30, I was at Sunday
School at the South Methodist Church—a Sunday School that my father insti
tuted which he patterned after a like school he attended by the Moody

Institute in Chicago. Cards were printed and given to each pupil in attendance
and upon arrival, the card was presented to me at the door and punched for
records and any child who did not miss a Sunday for a year was taken for a
train ride to Petty's Grove for the day and a picnic.
I never will forget the last Sunday before this excursion was the time for

the cards to be looked at to see who got a ticket for the train ride and the

picnic and of course, very few had every Sunday punched out but my father went

to the parents of the child and of course each parent would dig up and all were

taken. But the Sunday of the flood when Sunday School was out at 3:30, an
awful hard rain and hail was coming down and all the sixty children were
not permitted to leave in the storm and it was figured out that these children,

if they had been at home, at least 23 would have been drowned. Most of the
children had no home to go to and were taken to the Mountain House on the
hill for the time being, waiting for news of their parents. This was sure a sad

time for the crying and screaming youngsters and it was away in the night
before the parents who were not drowned came on the scene.

For days and weeks the money was coming in for the help of the flood

victims. As I remember it totaled something like 95 thousand. My father was
chosen to distribute as best as could be to the homeless and needy. The people

that had been drowned were washed down the creek and were buried in the
hail that was as big as small marbles and were frozen stiff and it was 5

or 6 days before they were dug out.

I drove a team from the livery stable of Sam Meadow's barn. It was a hack
and the bodies as were carried out were placed 3 wide in the bottom row and

then 2 on top and the sixth one on top and I rushed them to the morgue where
they were washed and identified. I made 19 trips and then it was days before

they thought they had them all accounted for. It was some time before these
frozen bodies were cleaned as it seemed they were so frozen and stiff."

My mother has clippings from the Portland papers of the reports of the
flood. They echo the wide spread concern of the people of Oregon and other
states for the victims of the flood and for the many homeless and orphaned
ones there. Meetings were called in Portland and committees appointed to
gather contributions and to send men and supplies to the relief of the town.
Among other things a note is made of sending 100 coffins. Since the railroad

was washed out, Lexington was made headquarters for all supplies being
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Much money was contributed both in Portland and to the authorities in

Heppner. The committee in Portland used a great deal to buy supplies of all
kinds and to hire men to work in Heppner clearing up debris and burying the
dead. Every effort was made to do this quickly to avoid contaminating the
water supply. A report in the September 11, 1903 issue of the Portland Oregonian
by the Heppner committee acknowledges all receipts and lists every contribution
and every disbursement of the money received there. This amounted to $61,106.95.

But she does not have any report of the money received in Portland nor of their
expenditures. According to the report quoted, some $15000 remained in Portland
after all expenses were paid and it was set aside to form the nucleus of a fund

for a similar disaster.

People of Morrow county to this day recall with horror the great Heppner
flood. Floods are still all too common for in February, 1963, there was a small
one which filled people's yards with mud and recalled to many the results of
the 1903 floood. The population of Heppner has changed in 60 years but the

stories go on. And the mass grave in the Heppner cemetery is a grim reminder—

"Lest we forget."
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