
DON HUFFMAN

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

BOX 484

OAK GROVE, OREGON

August 26, 1958

OL 4-1038

Oregon Historical Society
235 S. W. Market Street
Portland, Oregon

Re: Century Farm Honors for Elva Jones, Elery Parrish,
and Ray Parrish

Gentlemen:

Mrs. Jones gave me your card and letter asking for
correct spelling of names and for correct date, and the two
Parrish brothers have also asked me to see if any check can
be made as to exact dates and names.

I examined the records in McMinnville but did not
find them to be of too much help. In the case of Elva Jones,
her claim is based upon the Richard Everest Donation Land
+ia+mC The Claim Patent was filed in 1876, but it is known
that he was on the premises many years prior to that time.
The only way we have to definitely arrive at a date was to
take the age of a person who was known to be born on the
premises and compute it from that. The patent is recorded
in Volume Q, Page l±2.

In the case of Ray and Elery Parrish, the original
grantor was Jesse Parrish. The record indicates that he made
application for a land patent, but that he died before the
Pl l^ Va? issued- A patent was finally issued in the name
ol Christina Parrish and the heirs of Jesse Parrish". It is
interesting to note that present day maps still call it the
Jesse Parrish Donation Land Claim although a land patent was
never issued in the name of Jesse Parrish. The final patent
was recorded in 1892 and was signed by President U. S. Grant,
indicating that he must have signed it several years before
it was actually recorded.

I might also mention that my wife Doris and her two
sisters are the only ones I have run across who have had Century
larms on both their mother's and their father's sides of the
family. A portion of the Richard Everest Donation Land Claim
is still occupied by; their father's family, and the Jesse
Parrish Donation Land Claim is still occupied by their mother's
iamily•

I Sincerely,

Don Huffman

DH:er


