


Andrea Kuenzi Monday, June 4, 2018 at 10:40:29 AM Pacific Daylight Time 

Subject: Re: Physical Address of Farm 

Date: Friday, June 1, 2018 at 8:56:10 PM Pacific Daylight Time 

From: John and Lois Taggart 

To: Andrea 

I'm sorry we really don't have any more pictures. The picture of the farm house has Mary Gilkey in it. She was 
John's great-great-aunt. This picture was taken shortly before the house was torn down--around 1910. Check the 
Oregonian Feb. 1940, for an expansive article and picture about her climbing Mt. Hood with a friend. They were the 
first occidental women to do this. This is documented at Timberline Lodge. By the way, Mary Robinson Gilkey was 
born March 7, 1846, and is purported to be the first occidental girl to have been born in Yamhill County. She later was 
a professor at Willamette University , She was an amazing person. 

On Jun 1, 2018, at 3:43 PM, Andrea wrote: 

Thanks Lois, this is perfect. I see you only provided 1 photo; these really help tell your story. I'd 
like to see a few more if you have them. You can email them so I also have digital copies as well. 

I think that is it. If I can get by next Wednesday that would be great. 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 

From: John and Lois Taggart  
Date: Friday, June 1, 2018 at 11:28 AM 
To: Andrea 
Subject: Re: Physical Address of Farm 

Hi Andrea. Re the name: Robinson/ Stilwell/ Taggart Farm 
1844 

The main address has been the corner of Palmer Creek Road and Webfoot Road. There is no 
official postal number that we know of. 

The physical address is the technical description: 

Land in Yamhill County, Oregon, being part of the B.M. Robinson D.L.C. Notification #1019, 
Claim# 52, described as follows: 

In Two. 4 S., R. 3 W., W.M.: 
Beginning at iron pipe at the SW corner of said Claim from which an 
ash 12" in diam. bears N. 6 W. .76 chains and a fir 36" in 
diam. bears N. 68 E. 1.07 chains; 
thence East along the South line of said Claim and center road 
55.90 chains to iron pipe set for S.E. corner and S.W. corner 

Page 1 of 2 

Redacted For Privacy
Redacted For Privacy

Redacted For Privacy

Redacted For Privacy

Redacted For Privacy

Redacted For Privacy



Lot 2; 
thence N. 18.00 chains to iron pipe on South line Lot 3 and 
angle Lot 2; 
thence West with line of Lots 3-4 55.972 chains to iron pipe on the 
West line of said Robinson Claim; 
thence S. 00 14' E. along Claim line 18.00 chains to beginning, 
containing 100.68 acres more or less. 

Hope this is what you need. Let us know. Thank you. J&L Taggart 

On May 31, 2018, at 4:17 PM, Andrea wrote: 

Can you give me physical address of your farm? I don't see it on application; also 
what you want on your Certificate/and sign for farm name is required as well. 

Thanks, 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 
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Andrea Kuenzi Monday, June 4, 2018 at 10:40:49 AM Pacific Daylight Time 

Subject: Re: Physical Address of Farm 

Date: Friday, June 1, 2018 at 11:28:26 AM Pacific Daylight Time 

From: John and Lois Taggart <

To: Andrea 

Hi Andrea. Re the name: Robinson I Stilwell / Taggart Farm 
1844 

The main address has been the comer of Palmer Creek Road and Webfoot Road. There is no official postal number 
that we know of. 

The physical address is the technical description: 

Land in Yamhill County, Oregon, being part of the B.M. Robinson D.L.C. Notification #1019, Claim# 52, described 
as follows: 

In Two. 4 S., R. 3 W., W.M.: 
Beginning at iron pipe at the SW comer of said Claim from which an 
ash 12" in diam. bears N. 6 W. .76 chains and a fir 36" in 
diam. bears N. 68 E. 1.07 chains; 
thence East along the South line of said Claim and center road 
55.90 chains to iron pipe set for S.E. comer and S.W. comer 
Lot2; 
thence N. 18.00 chains to iron pipe on South line Lot 3 and 
angle Lot 2; 
thence West with line of Lots 3-4 55.972 chains to iron pipe on the 
West line of said Robinson Claim; 
thence S. 00 14' E. along Claim line 18.00 chains to beginning, 
containing 100.68 acres more or less. 

Hope this is what you need. Let us know. Thank you. J&L Taggart 

On May 31, 2018, at 4:17 PM, Andrea wrote: 

Can you give me physical address of your farm? I don't see it on application; also what you want 
on your Certificate/and sign for farm name is required as well. 

Thanks, 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 
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A program of the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Date: g/5/1 s 

11 Sesquicentennial Award Application 
Sesqui. Farm Sesqui. Ranch 

, ~- . I·,.--:· :?:; 
--

....... ~ ,.,.t •W#~ 7.1 

, ''t 

"'¢~ }1 • ..,,,_ • t ... ,,P'.., 

Type of designation 
Press Contact 

(please check one) 

(please check one) YES, both applicant & contact person (if different) 

YES, Applicant only NO 
(This give us permission to give members of the press who request it your contact information for possible 

articles about your farm or ranch) 
Legal owner/ Applicant name 
, ,John Christopher Taggart/ ' _ ) 

Lois Elaine Taggart 

Farm or Ranch Name (this is the name used in all publicity & marketing) 

Robinson-Stilwell Taggart Property of Country Heritage Farms 

Mailing address of Legal Owner / Applicant 
John c, Taggart, Lois Elaine Taggart 

Telephone  
-

E-mail address 

Contact name (if different than legal owner) 

Mailing address of 
contact - - ~__._._ _ ____ _ _ _ ____________ _ __ _ _ _ 

Contact telephone _N~/_A _______ E-mail address 

Location of farm or ranch (which is the subject of this application): 

County - - ..C  _ 
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Distance _ _ 3_.___mLLL...&..i ..... 1.,.,.e.....,s'----__ from nearest town 
Dayton. Oregon 

Township _ 4 s. . R. 3 .-W. , w M. Range _____ ____ Section 

Address or physical location of the farm or ranch (which is subject of this application) 

--- , 3 miles south of Dayton on Palmer Creek & Webfoot jun~tign 

(Continue application on nextpage) 

Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued 

GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates , if known 
Unknown 

Please attach a map or drawing showing the location of the eligible property within the context of the 
family farm or ranch. 

Founder(s): 

Origi!lal family owner( s) or founder( s) 
Benjamin M. Robinson/ Elizabeth J. Chrisman 

Founder( s) prior Country or State if not Oregon 
Oregon Country U.S.A. 

Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) 
1844 

(Attach verifying documentation. See Application Qualification #7) 

Who farms or ranches the land today? 
Country Heritage Farms Sweeney Family; Dayton, Oregon 

Relationship of applicant to original owner. Clearly explain lineage from original ownership documents 
to current applicant. (See Application Qualification #7) 

Great, great grandson 

Application updated September 201 7 
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__ _ __ __ __ . _. real property in the · 
-county of Yamhill, state of Oregon 
described as follows: 

.,, . 

Land in Yamhill County, state of 
Oregon, being a part of the B.M. 
Robinson D.L.C. Notification 11019 J( 
Claim 152, described as follows: 

In Twp. 4 S • , R. 3 W. , W. M. , begin-
ning at iron pipe at the SW corner 
of said Claim from which an ash 12• 
in diam. bears N. 6• W .76 chains 
and a fir 36" in diam. bears N. &a• 
E. 1.07 chains; 

thence East along the south 11ne of 
said Claim and center road 55.90 
chains to iron pipe set for S.E. 

corner and s.w. corner Lot 2; 
.thence N. 18.00 chains to iron pipe 

on South line Lot 3 and angle Lot 2; 
thence West with line of lots 3-4 

55.972 chains to iron pipe on the 
West 1ine of said Robinson Cl.aim; 

thence s. oo• 14' E. a1ong Claim line 
18.00 chains to beginning, contain-
ing 100.68 acres more or less. 



( 



( 

( 

How many acres were included in original farm or ranch? Fu 11 Don at i.on. _ 4:ia n d Grant 

How many acres are included today in the farm or ranch? 

How many acres are in agricultural use today? 

96 

96 

If the farm or ranch has ever been rented or leased, please explain the owner's role in this relationship. 
For example, is the owner actively involved in the management of the land? 

ownE:r leaves farm to country Heritage Farms of Dayton, O:egon. , Owner is passive in the property. ! _owner does not farm it per se; close relationship with Sweeney Family. 
Year farm or ranch was awarded Century Farm or Century Ranch status, if applicable 

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch: 

What were the early crops or livestock? Little livestock. Agriculture was raising vegetables. Corn, beets, bean, also in later years gourds, 
pumpkins and wheat. 

How did the crops / livestock / use of farm or ranch change over the years? Rer.aubed essentially the same __ but certainly much, much more 
productive. 

What are crops/ livestock raised on the farm or ranch today? General range of 
vegetables and grains. Also in the past couple of decades. 

(Continue application on next page) 

Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued 

History of buildings: Farm house and out buildings late 1840 's • 
Gone since 1900. 

When was the first house built? If it is still in use, describe the changes that have been made. 
Around 1850. Not in use. Torn down. 

What years were other structures built ( examples: barns, silos, machine shops, coops, smokehouses, 
dryers, etc.). Describe the changes that have been made to them, including any demolition. 

Farm house is gone as are the buildings. The property is 
now tiled for better farming. 

Application updated September 201 7 
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The family: 

How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? None. All tilled. 

List names and birth years: 

The family history narrative: 
Submit two or three pages of family history narrative, including, but not limited to generational 
transfers of the farm or ranch. Please also submit historical & current photos of the property & 
family, if available. Do not send original documents as they will not be returned. Digital format photos 
(at highest resolution [300 dpi]) are particularly desirable, so that they may be used in publications, the 
program's database or the web site. Submitted information, including photos, will be deposited in the 
OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center for future reference. Please send digital 
photos included with your application to cfr@oregonfb.org by May 1. 

Type of information to include in your family history narrative: 
• Where founder( s) may have moved from to farm or ranch 
• Significant events in the family (births, deaths, marriages, etc.) 
• Any major changes to operations (methods of production, etc.) 
• Additional information on crops, buildings, other changes from the original farm or ranch 
• Any special family farm or ranch stories you'd like to share, passing on techniques, interesting 

characters, & family folklore 

(Continue application on next page) 
Sesquicentennial Award Application 

Statement of Affirmation 
I, _ ____._..,J ..... o .... b .... o__.T .... a ..... g...,.g...,.a ...... r ...... t...____,._( __ a_n-=d--=L'"""o--=i:..;;;;s;........;;T;...;;a.;...q.._q.._a_r_t_._) -----------------~ 
hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I own at Dayton, Oregon 
____________ in the County of ___ Y_a_m_h_i_l_l ____________ _ 

has been owned by my family for at least 150 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the 
Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I 
hereby affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including 
that the farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per 

Application updated September 2017 
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Robinson / Stilwell Farm 

The family came West in 1844 in the Clyman wagon train. This was 

the second train through, and is chronicled in the book, Journal of a 

Mountain Man, Hasselstrom, ed. 1984 [See Joel Chrisman and Benjamin 

Robinson in the text.]. The family followed the Oregon Trail and arrived in 

Oregon City. 

The property was acquired under the Donation Land Grant in the 

year 1844. Upon his demise Ina Stilwell Taggart, the granddaughter of 

Benjamin and Elizabeth Robinson received 100 acres. Upon her passing 

in 1979, her son Max Stilwell Taggart and his wife Victoria received the 

land. They sold four acres of forest on the land to pay for tiling the farm in 

the early 1960's and made other improvement to it. 

Max Taggart died in 1990 and Victoria in 2000. The property was 

passed on to their son John Christopher Taggart in a life estate in their will. 

The property upon the passing of John and Lois Taggart will then be 

equally divided among his two children John Christopher Taggart, Jr., 

Victoria Eleanor Taggart and John Taggart's nephew and the first cousin of 

Chris and Ellie Aaron Matthew Taggart. At the present all three are 

approximately forty years of age. 

For the past several decades the farm has been farmed by Country 

Heritage Farms of the Sweeney family right there in Dayton, Oregon. This 

has proven to be a very successful arrangement, as the Sweeneys are 

good agribusiness persons, amicable and have a great sense of history 

and love for the farm and the whole of Yamhill County. 

Hopefully the land will stay in the family of Benjamin and Elizabeth 

Robinson for decades to come. 





Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program 
A program of the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 

SESQUICENTENNIAL AWARD 150 YEARS 
Application Guidelines 

Background 
The Century Farm & Ranch Program is a nonprofit , volunteer-led program to honor farm and ranch 
families with century-long connections to the land and recognize Oregon 's rich agricultural heritage. The 
program is administered through the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education and is partially 
funded through a partnership with the Oregon Farm Bureau , the State Historic Preservation Office , 
Oregon State University Libraries ' Special Collections & Archives Research Center , and community 
members throughout Oregon. 

In 2008 , a Sesquicentennial Award recognizing families who have sustained their family-ownership of an 
Oregon farm or ranch for 150 years or more was introduced. This new award is an outgrowth of the 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program that began in 1958 on the eve of the Oregon statehood 
centennial. 

All applications are added to the OSU Libraries' Special Collections & Archives Research Center. They 
provide valuable information about settlement patterns , livestock and crop choices , building design and 
family history. Successful applicants receive a distinctive certificate , with acknowledgement by the 
governor of Oregon and the director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture and metal roadside sign 
with special Sesquicentennial nameplate identifying their Sesquicentennial Farm or Ranch at a special 
awards ceremony at the Oregon State Fair. 

Qualifications 

1. Only the legal owner(s) of the property may apply for the Sesquicentennial Farm or Ranch status. 

2. The farm or ranch must have been operated continuously in the same family for 150 years or more. A 
farm or ranch settled any time 150 years ago or earlier will be eligible if it meets other requirements. 

3. The farm or ranch must have a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than 
$1,000 per year for three out of the five years immediately preceding the application. 

4. Ifliving off the farm or ranch , or if the farm or ranch has ever been rented or leased , the owning 
family must actively manage and direct the farming or ranching activity on the land. Contact 
503-400-7884 or cfr@oregonfb.org if you have any questions about eligibility. 

5. The line of ownership from the original settler or buyer may be through children , siblings, or nephews 
and nieces. Adopted children will be recognized equally with other descendants. 

6. Applications must be submitted on forms provided by the Century Farm and Ranch Program with all 
questions completed. Applicants must submit a narrative of family history , two to three pages in 
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length that adds to the information included in the application. Copies of historical and current 
photographs of the farm or ranch and family are encouraged. All information , including photos , will 
be deposited in the OSU Libraries ' - Special Collections & Archives Research Center for future 
reference. Please do not send in original photos and/or documents , as all items sent with your 
application are NOT returned. Please send in quality copies of documents that support your 
application. Applications should include 4-5 digital photos from your application and sent to 
cfr@oregonfb.org by May 1. 

7. All applications must include verification of continuous ownership for 150 years. Acceptable forms 
of proof include a document (high quality photocopy) showing date of earliest ownership. This may 
be provided through a Donation Land Claim , Deed of Sale, or Homestead Certificate. Other records , 
subject to review , include a family Bible , diary entry, or correspondence. 

8. Applications must be signed and certified by a Notary Public. 

9. Deadline for returning applications is May 1 of the current year and must be postmarked by midnight. 

Researching Farm and Ranch History 
The Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program website has tips on gathering information about farm and 
ranch history . The website is located at www.centuryfarm.oregonfb.org. 

Completing the Application 
This application is a Word document. You can fill information in as you answer the questions. You may 
notice the page adjusting as you enter text. That is OK. You can also submit a completed photocopy of 
this form. 

Fees 
A $250 fee is required with each application. This fee covers administrative costs and includes one 
certificate and one roadside sign. Additional certificates may be ordered at the time of application at $20 
each and roadside signs at $200 each. Make checks payable to Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Education. 

Where to Send Completed Application Packets 
Send the completed application (including the family history narrative , map and digital photos) , Statement 
of Affirmation , your documentation , and sign and certificate order form , with fee payment , to: 

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 

1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97301 

Do not send original documents , as they will not be returned. We recommend that you make a copy of 
your completed application before mailing. It makes a wonderful single source of farm information for 

( years to come. 

Application updated September 201 7 
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Review Process and Notification 
All applications are checked for completeness by the program coordinator and reviewed by the Program 
Board. All applicants will be notified about their status by July 1. 

Honoring Ceremony 
Successful applicants , their families and neighbors are invited to a special ceremony at the Oregon State 
Fair to receive the certificate. The certificate has the name of the farm or ranch and is suitable for framing. 

Still Have Questions About the Program? 

Contact: Andrea Kuenzi, Program Coordinator, at 503-400-7884 or cfr@oregonfb.org 
Thank you for helping us preserve Oregon 's rich agriculture heritage and the important role it plays in 
keeping the state a healthy and vital place for Oregon residents and visitors. For more information about 
the Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program visit www.oregonfb.org/centm:yfarm. 

Application updated September 201 7 
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year fo~ three out of the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the 
application materials will become property of the OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives 
Research Center and be made available for public use. By signing below, I understand that I am 
consenting to the use of both information and photographs. 

Signature of ~ ? 

Certification by Notary Public J.~ 
Date 

State of Oregon County of ,.,......(M_ !Jf'-Jr)'---+-fJ,___,u,""'-=--~lt-----_ __ __ _ _ 

Be it remembered, that on this I day of J1114 I , 20 ~ , before me, the 
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county ~d state, personally appeared the within named 
,:JobN TM1 A 1 A ~d t 1.! f .µ99 A ~ own to me to be the identical individual described in and who 

executed the withi: nstrument and acknowledged to me that 
-1", %y executed the same freely and voluntarily. . I 

In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above 
written. 

Fees 

OFFICIAL STAMP 
MAURICE G SMITH 

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 972942 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES MARCH 21, 2022 

Application Fee (includes one certificate & 
Roadside sign, Note $50 of this fee is 
non-refundable) $ 250.00 

Additional Certificates ($20 each) $ _ _ _ 
Additional Signs ($200 each) 
Total Enclosed $ ----

~>= ~ otary Public for Oregon 
My Commission Expires ex I M4R<hd20~ 

) 

For· office uscf only· 

Date Received 

Approved? Yes No 

Authorization 

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator 
Make checks payable to: Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 

Application updated September 2017 
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Date Founded: 1844 
Date only no text 
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13 Apr 2002 

Event 

Born 
Christened 
Died 
Buried 

Baptized 
Endowed 
SealPar 

Nickname: 
Sex: F 
Last Changed: 22 Mar 2002 

Father 

Joel D Chrisman 

Individual Summary for Elizabeth Jane Chrisman 

Date(s) Place 

Abt 1819 Lee County,, Virginia 

23 Feb 1891 Dayton, Yamhill Co., Oregon 
Brookside Cem, Dayton, Oregon 

AKA: 
ID: 

Parents 
Mother 

Description 

Married Name: 
AFN: 

Polly Mary Sprowl 

Marriages 

Page 1 

Spouse Marriage Date/Place Sealed Date/Place 

Benjamin Morgan Robinson 14 Apr 1845 Dayton, Yamhill Co., Oregon 

Notes 

Elizabeth Jane Chrisman was Joel and Polly Chrisman's oldest daughter. She was with the 
family on Ford's wagon train of 1844. A day by day account of that trip is described in Journal of a Mounta1n Man by James Clyman 

A great deal of information about Elizabeth is included in her husband's, 
Benjamin Morgan Robinson, notes. 

The following obituary was published in local paper in 1891 

"At her home, near Webfoot church February 23, 1891, in the 72nd year of her age, in blessed hope of heavenly rest. She was born in 
Lee County, Virginia, in the year 1819. In her 12th year she came with her parents to Missouri; and· in 1844 she removed to Oregon, 
where she was married to her now bereaved husband, Benjamin M Robinson. They selected for their home a choice tract of land three 
miles south of Dayton, Yamhill County, where they continued to live together happily till separated by death. Her two surviving daughters, 
Mrs. Mary A. Gilkey and Mrs. Eliza Stilwell, residing near the parental home, where as ministering angels around their mother's bedside 

during her protracted illness. Sister Robinson was an extraordinary woman in energy~ nartu'al intelligence, devotion to her family, 
sympathy for everybody and abiding love for her Savior." 
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14 Apr 2002 

Event 

Born . 
Christened 
Died 
Buried 

Baptized 
Endowed 
SealPar 

Nickname: 
Sex: M 
Last Changed: 22 Mar 2002 

Father 
John. Robinson 

Spouse 

Elizabeth Jane Chrisman 

Individual Summary for Benjamin Morgan Robinson 

Date(s) 

8 Jan 1814 

12 Apr 1902 
1902 

AKA: 
ID: 

Place 

cayuga County,, New York 

Dayton, Yamhill co., Oregon 
Brookside Cem, Dayton, Oregon 

Parents 
Mother 

Mehetible Earle 

Marriages 

Description 

Married Name: 
AFN: 

Page 1 

Marriage Date/Place Sealed Date/Place 

14 Apr 1845 Dayton, Yamhill Co., Oregon 

Notes -

.Benjamin Morgan Robinson was born in Cayuga County, New York. Conflicting date are given for his birth. His obituary states that he 
was born January 8, 1814 and this seems to be born out by census records. 

He received his education in New York and about 1833 he moved to Chicago. Later he moved to Missouri where he joined the family 
of Joel Chrisman on the 1844 wagon train leaving for the Oregon Territory. In James Clyman's, Journal of a Mountain Man, 
details of this trip from Missouri to Oregon are given on a day to day basis. Benjamin was one of 19 men that banded together in what 
was caUed a 'mess' for the protection and aide of all of that party. These were families that included many women and children. Our 
family consisted of eight Chrismans, Ben and one other future son-in-law. 

The family spent the winter in Oregon Oty after arriving there November 30, 1844. (Oregon Donation Land Claim papers) In the 
spring of 1845 Ben took a canoe from the Willamette River to the Yamhill River near Dayton. He traded an Indian pony for squatter's 
rights to a parcel of land that is now located 2 miles south of Dayton, Oregon. (Lockley1s Conversations With Pioneer Women). On 
April 14, 1845, he married Elizabeth Jane Chrisman. They moved into a log cabin on their land. Their first child, Mary Robinson, was born 
there on March 7, 1846. 

Benjamin worked the land, early raising cattle and horses, later grain crops. Deer and bear were plentiful so fresh meat was no 
problem. Their second child, John W. Robinson was born in 1848 and Eliza R. Robinson was born in 1850. They lived in the log cabin 
until 1852 when Benjamin built a frame house.(Clark, History of the Willamette Valley) 

About the time of the gold discovery in California (1849) Benjamin joined other men from the area and went to cafifornia. He worked 
in the placer mines on the Yuba River in california. He remained there about a year meeting with fair success before returning home. 
(Hines, History of Oregon) 

In Lockley's Conversations With Pioneer Women, Mary Robinson Gilkey remembers her father, Benjamin, coming to the cabin and 
kissing her 'goodbye'. He was riding a horse and leading a pack horse. He was going to the gold fields of california. Mary, her mother, 
and the baby, John, went to live with Elizabeth1s sister and husband. They were William and Izza Logan (one of Joel Chrisman's 
daughters). Izzy had come across the plains with the Chrisman family in 1844.(In 1866, Izzy and William went down with the Brother 
Jonathon stem wheeler just off the california coast near what is now Crescent City~ California. 

In 1850, the United States Congress passed the donation land claim act. 
If a man had settled the land before 1850 he could claim 320 acres for himself and 320 acres for his wife. The land would be theirs, free 
and clear, if the claim was approved. Benjamin and Elizabeth's claim #1588 was granted. This claim was one of the six held by Joel 
Chrisman and his sons and sons-in-laws. It was located about 2 miles south of Dayton, Oregon and consisted of 6 square miles of land. 

After returning from california, three more children were born to Benjamin and Elizabeth. They were Eliza (1850), Arminta (1853) 
and Ruth (1856). They lived in the little log cabin and Benjamin worked the land. At this time there was an epidemic of diptheria. 
Pioneers of that time did not know how contageous this disease was. Both Arminta and Ruth died of this so called "putrid throat." 



( 
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Individual Summary for Benjamin Morgan Robinson 

14 Apr 2002 Page 2 

Notes {Continued) 

In 1862, Benjamin leased the land and moved his family to Lafayette. This was done so that his children could attend the Lafayette 
Academy there. He Jater moved to Portland so the children cou1d attend Portland Academy. He engaged in the 1ivery business while there. 
(Clark, History of Oregon). 

It is unclear when Benjamin and the family moved back to the land he settled. When he did, he never 1eft it again. He remained a 
farmer and took a great interest in education. He served on the school board for many years. 
His daughter, Mary Robinson, graduated from Willamette University in 1866 and 
Eliza Robinson, graduated in 1871. Both daughters were teachers. Eliza teaching only until her marriage to John Burchard Stilwell in 1873. 

Mary taught many more years until her marriage to William Freeman Gilkey in 1880. She taught in many places including wmamette 
University. She climbed Mt. Hood in 1866 with a group. Her picture hangs at Timberline Lodge with an account of that climb. 

EUzabeth and Benjamin were married a total of 46 years until her death on February 23, 1891. Benjamin died April 12, 1902. Their 
son John died in 1869. The family burial plot is in Brookside Cemetery (Pioneer Cemetery) Dayton, Oregon. 



Information from 1958 Century Farm Application 



6,\9 M•ftf'Y ..... •~fond , 4,' ~•gem 
'1 ARtiUS-OSSERVER 1 Ontario, Oregon ' Circulation 2775 

AUG 1 4: '1958 

:··ffe~~ , 
Malhe, / · man 
o.C:!i1:o~ .. __ , A . Malbet4r Countian has -i fhn1Uy qualified in Oregon's cen.ttu-y. farm woiram. Mrs. Ina Stilwell Taggart , Ontario, is the owner of 100 11cres of farm land in Yamhill Coun ty which came into tht: possession of her ~randfather in 1845. 

According to Ontario attor -ney Max Taggart . Mrs . Tag-gart's son , Benjami n M.. Robin -son and Eliza beth Chrisman '.Robinson came to Or~gon in , 1844 and settled o~ the .Yamhi1J ' Jtoµruy land :the f<:>Uow'i'fig' 'ye'ar. There has been only one trans-: fer of record, Taa:gart ex~l;a~ i-: :ied. -~nd thttt was f.rom,•l.toolnsonl :,~ ;irM~J11gnter:~::1:flr~r 'l;a~; ,.., , .1, ., ·,·, • • ·i 
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I.f you .live off this land, do yaa manage the farm operation? 

Further explanaUon: Fol.Lowing death of B. M. Robim,on in 1902 
this property was farmed by other members of the family until 1950. 
The most recent ·«as J. B. St,ilwell Jr, also a grandchiJ..d of B. M. Robinsono 
Upon 'be reti,rement of J. B. Stilwell Jr. :Ln 1950 a neighbor was engaged 
to farm the proper ·ty unde:r a ve:r.'bal yea.r•to-year arrangement on share 
crop basis which arrangement continues to this time. It covers onJ.y 
the 70 acrt=,rn of farm land. The p.umting, grovdng, harvest~ and selling 
of the crops :is subj act at an times to the approval of Ina StilweJ.l Taggart 
and the man "tiho doe$ the farm work, jointly between thera10 

The remaining )J acres of farm timber tract has at all times 
been in tre possession and under immedi.ate control of Ina St:Hwe .J.l 
Taggart . In 1955 she so..ld $1,L60 . 80 in standing t,imber and i! 1 1956 
she soid &3,499. 76 in standing timber which she personal :.ty caused 
to be cut and deti vered to the Yamhill Lumber Company, purchaser. 
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( 

Su.bscril::t~d ,md Wl'Ht•n to bef'<Yri& the umlf)reigneci notary pub.do on tb0 date. 
s<;it t'or th in r,he foHming aclrnordr::dgw;ent •. 

f , 

Ma.,heux-
~.:$',Jl 

htt ps ://o regond ig ita I .org/sets/ocfrp/o rego nd i g ita I: df71cn32 8#p ag e/1 /mod e/1 up/search/CF RO 510 

5/19/18, 2 :01 PM 
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Monday, June 11, 2018 at 2:25:58 PM Pacific Daylight Time 

Subject: Re: Further Documentation 
Date: Monday, June 11, 2018 at 1:24:07 PM Pacific Daylight Time 

From: John and Lois Taggart 
To: Andrea 

Andrea-We thank you so very much. We felt we would not be able to do this. 
The has contacted us and want to know" which DLC are we requesting. There was no claim and 
name attached. " 
After searching John has found the following: Pertinent info: 
Benjamin Morgan Robinson 
Elizabeth Chrisman Robinson 
Settle 1844, Patent dated March 22, 1866 
B.M.Robinson Donation Land Claiml notification 
#1019l claim 52 

We are sending this to Loretta Welsh at Research Desk@gfo.org. 
Many thanks again! Lois and John Taggart 

On Jun 11, 2018, at 12:32 PM, Andrea  wrote: 

Here's photo of the request. 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 

From: John and Lois Taggart  
Date: Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 10:56 AM 
To: Andrea  
Subject: Re: Further Documentation 

Andrea-Re the Sweeneys and Country Heritage Farms we are very friendly. We pay the upkeep 
on the pump, fees to Palmer Creek Irrigation District, and of course, property taxes. On 
occasion we have interacted with them in other ways such, as assisting their OSU ag 
daughter/granddaughter Shawne in attempting to obtain county approval so that she could rent 
out Stilwell/Taggart farm for eclipse viewing. 
Also we worked together when the Northwest Pipeline was scheduled several years ago to go 
through this prime land! 
Is that management of the land? Lois and I are inclined to think so. 
We made $21,000 off the farm last year. 
Now as to the deed and DLC. Well, this goes back to midcentury-mid nineteenth century! I do 
not ever recall seeing the specific deed nor the land grant document. Please remember that my 
grandmother's brother and sisters sold their land in the depression; she just "hung on," and it 
survived in the family. Now, my father, Max Stilwell Taggart's first cousin, a realtor and 
developer in Bend had the document in the 1960's. Dad asked his cousin to have a copy made 
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for Dad-and his first cousin finally refused to do it, declaring something to the effect of 11You 
have the farm, and I've got the paper and signature." We never saw the grant. 
I do hope that this provides the clarification you need. Otherwise, I think we will have to forgo 
this. Andrea, we thank you for your most kind help. It has been really appreciated. 
Thank you. John Taggart 

On Jun 7, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Andrea rote: 

Hello John & Lois, 

The committee just finished up the review process and in order to approve your 
application entirely; we need to have further, more thorough explanation of your 
family's relationships to the Sweeney's of Country Heritage Farms. You state you 
have a passive interest; but that can mean a couple different things. One of the 
main requirements is that the owners play an active role in the management and 
decision-making processes of what happens on the property/farm. We need to 
have further explanation as to how you and John do that with CHF. 

There is also no deed/DLC documentation for the origination date of 1844; while 
this is not going to throw out the application the early years of the program didn't 
require documentation. If you can provide it; it would enhance your application 
even further to the committee. 

Thank you and I'll need this info ASAP so we can proceed with approval process. 

Kindest Regads, 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 

<IMG_3502.JPG> 
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Monday, June 11, 2018 at 11:31:26 AM Pacific Daylight Time 

Subject: Re: Further Documentation 

Date: Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 10:56:04 AM Pacific Daylight Time 

From: John and Lois Taggart 

To: Andrea 

Andrea-Re the Sweeneys and Country Heritage Farms we are very friendly. We pay the upkeep on the pump, fees 
to Palmer Creek Irrigation District, and of course, property taxes. On occasion we have interacted with them in other 
ways such, as assisting their OSU ag daughter/granddaughter Shawne in attempting to obtain county approval so that 
she could rent out Stilwell/Taggart farm for eclipse viewing. 
Also we worked together when the Northwest Pipeline was scheduled several years ago to go through this prime 
land! 
Is that management of the land? Lois and I are inclined to think so. 
We made $21,000 off the farm last year. 
Now as to the deed and DLC. Well, this goes back to midcentury-mid nineteenth century! I do not ever recall 
seeing the specific deed nor the land grant document. Please remember that my grandmother's brother and sisters 
sold their land in the depression; she just "hung on," and it survived in the family. Now, my father, Max Stilwell 
Taggart's first cousin, a realtor and developer in Bend had the document in the 1960's. Dad asked his cousin to have 
a copy made for Dad-and his first cousin finally refused to do it, declaring something to the effect of "You have the 
farm, and I've got the paper and signature." We never saw the grant. 
I do hope that this provides the clarification you need. Otherwise, I think we will have to forgo this. Andrea, we 
thank you for your most kind help. It has been really appreciated. 
Thank you. John Taggart 

On Jun 7, 2018, at 2:42 PM, Andrea  wrote: 

Hello John & Lois, 

The committee just finished up the review process and in order to approve your application 
entirely; we need to have further, more thorough explanation of your family's relationships to 
the Sweeney's of Country Heritage Farms. You state you have a passive interest; but that can 
mean a couple different things. One of the main requirements is that the owners play an active 
role in the management and decision-making processes of what happens on the property/farm. 
We need to have further explanation as to how you and John do that with CHF. 

There is also no deed/DLC documentation for the origination date of 1844; while this is not 
going to throw out the application the early years of the program didn't require documentation. 
If you can provide it; it would enhance your application even further to the committee. 

Thank you and I'll need this info ASAP so we can proceed with approval process. 

Kindest Regads, 

Andrea Kuenzi 
Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education 
Oregon Century Farm & Ranch & Scholarship Coordinator 
1320 Capitol St. NE, Suite 200 
Salem OR 97301 

Page 1 of 2 

Redacted For Privacy

Redacted For Privacy



Search Documents Results List Patent Details 

Accession Nr: OROCAA 007265 Document Type: Serial Patent State: Oregon Issue Date: 3/ 22/1866 Cancelled: No 

Note: This record has not been checked against the legal land patent. We do not have an electronic image for this document. 

Patent Details Patent Image 

Names On Document 
IE] ROBINSON, BENJAMIN M, 
IE] ROBINSON, ELIZABETH J 

Military Rank: 

Document Numbers 
Document Nr: 1588 
Misc. Doc. Nr: 
BLM Serial Nr: OROCAA 007265 
Indian Allot. Nr: 
Coal Entry. Nr: 

Land Descriptions 

Map State Meridian 

OR Willamette 

OR Willamette 

OR Willamette 

OR Willamette 

D 
I -

Related Documents 

Miscellaneous Information 
Land Office: 
US Reservations: 

Oregon City 
No 

Mineral Reservations: No 
Tribe: 
Militia: 
State In Favor Of: 
Authority: 

September 27, 1850: Oregon-Donation Act (grant) (99 Stat. 496 ) 

General Remarks: 

Survey Information 
Total Acres: 643.60 
Survey Date: 
Geographic Name: 
Metes/Bounds: No 

Twp-Rng Aliquots Section 

004S · 003W I 28 

004S · 003W 29 

004S · 003W 32 

004S · 003W 33 

USA.GOV I No Fear Act I DOI I Discla imer I About BLM I Notices I Get Adobe Reade r® 
Privacy Policy I FOIA I Kids Policy I Contact Us I Accessibility I Site Map I Home 

Survey# 

52 

52 

52 

52 

Printer Friendly • 

County 

Yamhill 

Yamhill 

Yamhill 

Yamhill 





OREGON CENTURY FARM & RANCH PROGRAM 
2018 Sesquicentennial Applicant Approval Checklist 

Nameofapplicant ohn bisTtlgfyrf-
Name of farm or ranch 1?ebUt<;;Pt/S-hllrJtLLfr,aqfr+ mm County _________ _ 

Notarized Lyes_ no Posted by May 1 X_ yes _ no $250 Application :i._ yes _ no 

Other fees (additional certificates@ $20 ea.), amount$_ ®----=-----
Total fees pd. $_1tl-=-'-____ D ____________ _ 

Century Farm __ Century Ranch ~ Year Award ____ CFR # /J?(/ D 
Comments _______________________________________ _ 

1. Applicant is legal owner }i___ yes_ no other _________________________ _ 

2. 150 years of continuous operation by same family Les __ no 

Comments ___________________________________ _ 

3. Not less than $1,000 gross income per year for three out of last five years 1(_ yes __ no 

Comments _______________________________________ _ 

4. Living on or actively managing and directing the farming or ranching activity on the land L yes __ no 

Comments _______________________________________ _ 

5. Line of ownership from original settler or buyer through children, siblings, nephews 
or nieces. Adopted children will be recognized equally with other descendants X-_ yes __ no 

6. Official form used with all questions answered completely, including narrative JL_ yes __ no 

Comments ----------------------------------------

7. Documentation showing the date of earliest ownership (Donation Land Claim, Deed of Sale, Homestead Certificate, 
Family Bible, diary entry, or correspondence) __K_ yes __ no 

Comments ---------------~--------------------------

Photos included with application _X_ no Sent digital photos __ yes _L no 

Additional information needed from applicant ll-f-ed '-1}zm-:e, 
1
fit.u/p£ f- )~ taf · &Ji r1 

Concerns or questions ------------------------------------

/ Users/andreakuenzi /Dropbox / OCFR Files/Applications & Awards 2018/Applicant Data/Application checklist Sesquicentennial Form 
2018.doc 



Application Approval/Reviewer Notes Identification of Family Stories for Narratives: 

Notes: 

Reviewer #4: Initials: ---------

Notes: 

Reviewer #5: Initials: 

Notes: 

Provide at meeting: 
• Blank copies of applications 
• Copies of drafted narratives sent on hand 
• Print digital pictures for review if only send digital 
• Model "Timeline" added to application materials for applicants * This was not done will do in 2016 

/ Users/andreakuenzi /Dropbox / OCFR Files/Applications & Awards 2018/Applicant Data/Application checklist Sesquicentennial Form 
2018.doc 
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