
SFR0031

John W. Adams



A program of the Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education
Date: 4-tf-l5

Sesquicentennial Award Application

Type of designation (please check one) X Century Farm • Century
I5to yeku

Ranch

Press Contact (please check one) ^ YES, both applicant & contact person (if different)

• YES, Applicant only • NO

(This give us permission to give members ofthe press who request it your contact information for possible articles about

your farm or ranch)

Legal owner /Applicant name JOUK) \a] . p\bf\[\S

Farm or Ranch Name (this is the name used in all publicity & marketing)

Mailing address of Legal Owner /Applicant

Telephone E-mail address

Contact name (if different than legal owner)

Mailing address of contact

Contact telephone E-mail address

Location of farm or ranch (which is the subject of this application):

County UfrETllLA

Distance $lf I fa ll-t- from nearest town ADA^M

Township p Uhv\ j Range Section

Address or physical location of the farm or ranch (which is subject of this application)

(Continue application on nextpage)

Application updated December 2014

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy Redacted for Privacy



Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued

GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates, if known

Please attach a map or drawing showing the location ofthe eligible property within the context ofthe
family farm or ranch.

Founder(s):

Original family owner(s) or founder(s) JOrllO T-^ANKUK) APAf^S
Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) Iobj
(Attach verifying documentation. See Application Qualification #7)

Who farms or ranches the land today? JQ^N UJ, A0f\ft\S

Relationship of applicant to original owner. Clearly explain lineage from original ownership documents to
current applicant. (See Application Qualification #7) JoUfJ f. |\DM*l< K"W C*£K\ GfJ^Qf^fME^

How many acres were included inoriginal farm orranch? J]%OQ

How many acres are included today in the farm or ranch? ^#*K> H;flQ£>

How many acres are inagricultural use today? *fl^ ^i **'*

If the farm or ranch has ever been rented or leased, please explain the owner's role in this relationship. For
example, is the owner actively involved in the management of the land?

Year farm orranch was awarded Century Farm orCentury Ranch status, ifapplicable fci£* »M2t.j ;W nyo

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch:

What were the early crops or livestock? ~f\iLtf UVG 57ocC ViftS £^®r

How did the crops / livestock / use of farm or ranch change over the years?

What are crops / livestock raised on the farm or ranch today?

VjHtiCT ,6*££n) ph:a$

(Continue application on nextpage)

Application updated December 2014



Sesquicentennial Award Application - Continued

History of buildings:

Are any of the original buildings still in use? • fces) • No

When was the first house built? If it is still in use, describe the changes that have been made.
t^L firm fc>vS£VJf^8wtt /M ttf&s. ^r ^ fcoi^ciqc. /M *>Sc.

What years were other structures built (examples: barns, silos, machine shops, coops, smokehouses, dryers, etc.).
Describe the changes that have been made to them, including any demolition.

J&HnT1. MWis *vi^ t^^gs D)fF&&& fi£Si&Qs&£.$, 7HGLEI wO?£ **.y>

The family:

How many generations live onthe farm or ranch today? -p CtHt^PT])0^ i

List names and birth years:

The family history narrative:
Submit two or three pages of family history narrative, including, but not limited to generational
transfers of the farm or ranch. Please also submit historical & current photos of the property &
family, if available. Do not send original documents as they will not be returned. Digital format photos
(at highest resolution [300 dpi]) are particularly desirable, so that they may be used in publications, the
program's database or the web site. Submitted information, including photos, will be deposited in the
OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center for future reference. Please send
digital photos included with your application to cfr@oregonfb.org by May 1.

Type of information to include in your family history narrative:
• Where founder(s) may have moved from to farm or ranch
• Significant events in the family (births, deaths, marriages, etc.)
• Any major changes to operations (methods of production, etc.)
• Additional information on crops, buildings, other changes from the original farm or ranch
• Any special family farm or ranch stories you'd like to share, passing on techniques, interesting

characters, & family folklore

(Continue application on nextpage)

Application updated December 2014



Sesquicentennial Award Application

Statement of Affirmation

hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I ownat fkOfKfr\

Oft-t^oK) , in the County of VfrlfcTfLLA

has been owned by my family for at least 150 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the Century

Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby affirm that this

property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including that the farm or ranch has a

gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for three out of the five years

immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application materials will become property

of the OSU Libraries - Special Collections & Archives Research Center and be made available for public use.

By signingjpelow, I understand that I am consenting to the use of both information and photographs.

(j^Ou^. q-ans
Signature/o^f Owner Date

Certification by Notary Public

State ofOregon County of l^wmVdlfl.

Be it remembered, that on this Zfi day of Acpn. \ 201^ ,before me, the
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named

yV>V\r> vJ iXA^yvvs , known to me to be the identical individual described in and who
executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that v\c-lin 1/0 /Vcltos executed the
same freely and voluntarily.

In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above written.

'"Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission Expires /Q<7/'/Z//7

OFFICIAL SEAL

SANDRA D JOHNSTON
NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON
COMMISSION NO. 479786

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 12,2017

Fees For office use only

Application Fee {includes one certificate &
Roadside sign, Note $50 ofthisfee is
non-refundable) $ 250.00 Date Received

Additional Certificates ($20 each) $ Approved? • Yes • No
Additional Signs ($200 each)
Total Enclosed $ Authorization

Oregon Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordinator

Make checks payable to: Oregon Farm Bureau Foundation for Education

Application updated December 2014



HISTORY OF THE JOHN FRANKLIN ADAMS FARM

150™ ANNIVERSARY

1833-John F. Adams was born in Jay, Maine.

1858-John F. Adams came west by taking an arduous ship journey to Panama,

then traveling overland through jungle to the western Panama coast, where he

took another ship to the Pacific Coast of Oregon, ending up in the Umpqua Valley.

With monies earned from teaching school there and private tutoring he invested

in livestock (mostly sheep). The area did not prove to be conducive to raising

sheep as they suffered from ill health.

1865- He headed east in search of a better environment for his livestock and

homesteaded in what is now known as Adams, Oregon. He purchased three

pieces of property; Coldsprings/Holdman near the Columbia River was the winter
pasture, Adams was the spring pasture and the mountain property was the

summer pasture. The farm we own today was founded in 1865, making it 150

years old this year.

1878-John F. Adams married Susan Fry on December 17th in Indianapolis,
Indiana. They had 5 children; John R., George H., Walter F., Pauline F., and Helen

M.

1897-John F. Adams served as a county commissioner from 1897 to 1898, being

elected on the Republican ticket.

1899-John F. Adams died in McMinnville, Oregon on March 20th. The family was
living there so George could attend Linfield College where he was studying to

become a doctor.

2015 - Today there are 4 partners in the John F. Adams Farming Enterprise farm

that consists of property at Coldsprings and Adams. John W. Adams, Joann

Morrison, George Swanneck and Nancy Larson, and Lois Hartley Cannady.



BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN FRANKLIN ADAMS

Note: The following article appeared in an Oregon newspaper on March 24,

1899 after the death ofJohn F. Adams.

BURIED IN WALLA WALLA

Funeral of John F. Adams Held There Today Bank Officers Attend From Pendleton.

The funeral of John F. Adams was held in Walla Walla today, the body being

brought from McMinnville to Pendleton and taken to Walla Walla on the morning

train. From Pendleton went the officers of the Pendleton Savings Bank of which

Mr. Adams was president; W.J. Furnish, cashier; T.J. Morris, assistant cashier; and

the directors living here—Charles H. Carter, R. Alexander, E.P. Marshall and

Joseph Basler. J.S. Teal, vice president, came from Portland.

Mr. Adams Career.

John F. Adams was one of the most prominent citizens of Eastern Oregon,

and occupied a position of great prominence in this county. He was the founder

of the town of Adams, 15 miles from Pendleton, where he had several hundred

acres of the most valuable land of the county. His farm was noted as one of the

best in this region, and to it he gave much of his time, although during late years

he had extensive interest in connection with the handling of the large sums of

money which he had accumulated.

During the years of 1897 and 1898, he served as a county commissioner,

being elected on the republican ticket.

Mr. Adams was born and bred on the northeast, Atlantic coast, and was a

native of the town of Jay, Maine, where he was born July 20,1833. During his

early youth he attended the public schools, and for two years was a student of

the village academy in the town where he lived. His parents were Joseph and

Areete Adams, who lived for the most part in Franklin County, Maine.

In the year 1858, he determined to come to the west, and, by the Panama

route, came to the Pacific coast, going first to the Umpqua valley, where he



taught school for four years. The money thus received he invested in livestock,

and it was this money that formed the foundation of the fortune, which is now

estimated to be between $75,000 and $100,000.

For seven years he remained there, and then came to this county in 1865,

engaging in farming and stock raising.

In 1878, he married Miss Susan F. Fry, a lady from Indianapolis, Indiana,

who, with several children, survives him.

Mr. and Mrs. Adams have spent the past few winters in McMinnville,

coming here to remain during the summer, and attending to their land and

money interests in this section.

Mr. Adams was one of the men who assisted in the development of the

state, and, like all the old pioneers, passed through many trying experiences. At

different times, he was in danger of his life from the Indians, and both in Eastern

and Western Oregon, witnessed the Indian wars that have become part of the

history of this state.



OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1230 S.W. Park Avenue JgSS^v Portland, Oregon 97205

(503)222-1741 ffj^Ssw) Cable: Histore

July 21, 1980

Mr. John Paxton Adams
Rt. 3, Box 136

Adams> Oregon 97810

Dear Mr. Adams:

It is a pleasure to inform you that Century Farm
designation has been given to the farm founded in
1865 by John Franklin Adams. Please accept the
congratulations of the Oregon Historical Society
both on the award and on your interest in our
historical heritage.

The Century Farm designation will be awarded at
the Umatillar County Fair on August 5, 1980 at
7:30 p.m. I look forward to seeing you at that time,

t sincerely,

Elizabeth W. Buehler
Field Historian



Andrea Kuenzi Wednesday, June 3,2015 at 5:25:47 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: RE: Missing Sesquicentennial Farm Application Items

Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 1:14:31 PM Pacific Daylight Time

From: Landis, Larry <larry.landis@oregonstate.edu>

To: Andrea <Andrea@oregonfb.org>

CC: Kyle Jansson <Kyle.Jansson@oregon.gov>

Hi Andrea,

I'll try to look at a couple of things in our collections, but I don't think I'll find much. It will probably be Friday
before I can do this.

A couple of other comments:

The certificate document (the one that is hard to read) was actually issued under the Timber Culture Act of 1873, a
program that was similar to the Homestead Act of 1862 but obviously implemented 11 years later. The certificate is
signed by Benjamin Harrison and seems to be dated 1892 at the bottom.

The other document, being in sections, is really hard to read, but it is clearly dated 1877.

My understanding of the homestead laws is that a deed would've been issued either after the settlers purchased
the land or had settled and improved it for five years.

If we or the family cannot come up with some proof of the 1865 date, I would have difficulty recommending this
farm for sesquicentennial status. The CF&RP has evolved since the Adams were designated a a century farm, and
we have a higher burden of proof than in the early days.

Kyle, what are your thoughts?

Larry

From: Andrea [Andrea@oregonfb.org]
Sent: Wednesday, June 03, 2015 8:12 AM
To: Landis, Larry
Cc: Kyle Jansson
Subject: FW: Missing Sesquicentennial Farm Application Items

Hi Larry,

Here is information about the farm I contacted you about yesterday; I am not familiar really how
homestead certificates work, but the earliest date they can find is 1872. They couldn't find the original
deed thus have no proof of ownership for the date they claim for the review next week. How do we
want to handle this?

Let me know your thoughts.

Thanks,

Andrea Xuenzi

Oregonfarm 'Bureau foundationfor Tducation
Scholarship &Oregon Century farm &'Ranch Coordinator
1320 CapitoCSt. J\FE Suite 200
SaCem OH 97301

Page 1 of 3
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History of Adams

Volume II
1894-1903

Adams, Oregon 97810



January 23, 1899

ADAMS NOTES

Activities in That Town and Neighborhood Recently.

Adams correspondence in the Athena Press:
The mayor and council have set about cleaning up the town as

regards its sanitary condition, and have thoroughly inspected every nook
and corner, ordering under penalty a clean sweep of all filth and garbage.
These orders if carried out, will surely have a beneficent effect upon the
health of the community.

While there is much sickness in the community among the children,
there are but one or two cases considered serious at present, that of the
13-year-old daughter of Mrs. King. The child contracted a severe cold at
the time of the death of her father which has developed into an almost
serious case of inflammatory rheumatism, and doubts are expressed as to
her recovery.

There are many cases of la grippe among the grown portion of our
citizens, but nothing serious. Several cases of lung fever, pneumonia,
tonsillitis and one case of diphtheria, in a mild form.

March 23, 1899

J.F. ADAMS, DEAD

He Dies at McMinnville of Grippe and Cancer of the Stomach.

John F. Adams, a well known and highly respected citizen of
Umatilla county, died at McMinnville, Yamhill county, at 1 o'clock this
morning. The news came in a message from W.J. Furnish, cashier of the
Pendleton savings bank, of which Mr. Adams was president, to T.J.
Morris, Mr. Furnish being at McMinnville, having heard that Mr. Adams
was seriously ill.

Mr. Adams had been ill two or three weeks of grippe, but the cause
of his death was cancer of the stomach complicated with the grippe.

70



John F. Adams was one of the foremost citizens of this county, a
man of means and character. He was born July 20, 1833. at Jay, Maine,
He is one of the pioneers of Oregon. He leaves a wife and three children,
and a brother, H.C. Adams, at Walla Walla. His remains will arrive in
Pendleton on tomorrow's train and taken from here on the train, which
leaves at 9:40, to Walla Walla where they will be interred. Friends of the
family are respectfully invited to attend the funeral services and a special
coach will be provided on the train for their accommodation.

The Pendleton Savings Bank will not be open for business tomorrow,
Friday, on account of the death and funeral of J.F. Adams, the president
of the institution.

March 24, 1899

BURIED IN WALLA WALLA

Funeral of John F. Adams Held There Today Bank Officers Attend
From Pendleton.

The funeral of John F. Adams was held in Walla Walla today, the
body being brought from McMinnville to Pendleton and taken to Walla
Walla on the morning train. From Pendleton went the officers of the
Pendleton Savings Bank ofwhich Mr. Adams was president; W.J. Furnish,
cashier; T.J. Morris, assistant cashier; and the directors living
here-Charles H. Carter, R. Alexander, E.P. Marshall and Joseph Basler.
J.S. Teal, vice president, came from Portland.
Mr. Adams Career.

John F. Adams was one of the most prominent citizens of Eastern
Oregon, and occupied a position of great prominence in this county. He
was the founder of the town of Adams, 15 miles from Pendleton, where
he had several hundred acres of the most valuable land of the county. His
farm was noted as one of the best in this region, and to it he gave much of
his time, although during late years he had extensive interest in
connection with the handling of the large sums of money which he had
accumulated.

During the years of 1897 and 1898, he served as a county
commissioner, being elected on the republican ticket.
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Mr. Adams was born and bred on the northeast, Atlantic coast, and
was a native ofthe town ofJay, Maine, where he was born July 20, 1833.
During his early youth he attended the public schools, and for two years
was a student of the village academy in the town where he lived. His
parents were Joseph and Areete Adams, who lived for the most part in
Franklin county, Maine.

In the year 1858, he determined to come to the west, and, by the
Panama route, came to the Pacific coast, going first to the Umpqua valley,
where he taught school for four years. The money thus received he
invested in livestock, and it was this money that formed the foundation of
the fortune, which is now estimated to be between $75,000 and $100,000.

For seven years he remained there, and then came to this county in
1865, engaging in farming and stock raising.

In 1868, he married Miss Susan F. Fry, a lady from Indianapolis,
Indiana, who, with several children, survives him.

Mr. and Mrs. Adams have spent the past few winters in
McMinnville, coming here to remain during the summer, and attending
to their land and money interests in this section.

Mr. Adams was one of the men who assisted in the development of
the state, and, like all the old pioneers, passed through many trying
experiences. At different times, he was in danger of his life from the
Indians, and both in Eastern and Western Oregon, witnessed the Indian
wars that have become part ofthe history ofthis state.

April 13, 1899

JOHN F. ADAMS' WILL

He Leaves to Each of the Five Children $3000, the Remainder to
Mrs. Adams During Her Life.

The will of the late John F. Adams was today admitted to probate,
and orders made in compliance with its provisions. The amount of
property is in no manner hinted at in the instrument.

Mrs. Adams is appointed executrix of the will, without bonds, and
testamentary guardian of the children.
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DEATH OF JOHN FRANKLIN ADAMS.
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To: Mr. Blake Rowe, CEO

Oregon Wheat
1200 NW Naito Parkway, Ste. 370

Portland, OR 97209

Office: 503.467.2161

29 June, 2015

Re: Justification for the Columbia Basin Agricultural Research Center (CBARC), Oregon State University

need of the 60 acre land from Mr. John Adams

Dear Mr. Rowe,

Currently, CBARC operates on 143 acres that belongs to the Umatilla County. CBARC has been leasing an

additional 40 acres from Mr. Adams for the past nine years. Last year, CBARC started leasing an

additional 20 acres to meet its research needs in precision agriculture projects.

Mr. Adams would like to either sell the 60 acres of land or increase the lease price. Currently, the lease

price is $120/acre.

The additional 60 acres will meet our expanding needs for research brought with the hiring of a new

weed scientist, agronomist/director, and a new plant pathologist. The 40 acres we have been leasing for

9 years have been in no-till (direct seed) for the last 9 years and do not have a history of small plot

research, while the 143 acres belonging to CBARC has been under conventional till since 1930 and has

been used for small plot research for several decades. The 20 acre piece has a variable surface and may

be very good for precision agriculture projects. In fact, a recently funded project on precision nitrogen

management will be conducted on this piece of land.

Overall, the additional 60 acres will expand research opportunities in transitional agricultural systems,

precision agriculture, and direct seeding. I believe it will be a vital piece for maintaining and improving

our services to the growers in eastern Oregon.

I hope the OWC will look favorably upon this land requisition and support it. Thank you and I look

forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Valtcho Jeliazkov

Director

OSU Columbia Basin Agricultural Research Station
48037 Co 788 Rd, Adams, OR 97810
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boundaries and determinations or contact USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
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