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Donald & Ruth Rencken 



Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation 

Century Farm & Ranch Program 
Application 
Date May J 7 ;)._ O(J ~ 

Type of designation (please check) ~ Century Farm D Century Ranch 

Legal owner's name _::.D:::._t>___:)'l:..._:_.:..Ct _._/ -=d_Q~)t~J::..___J(I--\-__ u_,_fi..L.Ih'---___...R--'-----"e~n----=c_=-.:......:k'----"e-::::._Yt.~--------
(Please attach contact information if different than legal owner) 

Mailing address 

Telephone E-mail address -------------------------
County u-rn q n I { Q_ Location of farm or ranch (distance from nearest town) 

Township ---L/,""'-------------- Range :Jr Section -+/£"""''---------
Original family owner(s) or founder(s) G eve Y" t 7{ e1'1 c keY\... 
Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) --L../ ~9--'0'---""'3"'---------------
(Attach verifying documentation. See Application Qualification #7) 

Founder(s) came to Oregon from MQ 11 don Norfh T2a ko 1-tL. 

Who farms or ranches the land today? D6?1 tt / d l121 J 7?4 f6 T?e '>1 e- f e "='--- .dJJ< 5Cni ~ 

Relationship to original owner (See Appl. Qualification #5. Please explain lineage) G ra'¥\ JstJ h 

Are any of the original buildings still in use? 0 Yes ~ No Listed on National Register? 0 Yes 1&1 No 

If yes, please describe ----------------------------

How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? ~ 
Please list names and birth years v6 'n g I d. I q ~ J_ --L-Ijii!R"""'u~h=h~-,9-.?-o----::.,s::::-o -:-;rVVE~r-II_C._(:_ __ - 1 _9_6_1--~-=-...,-,. 6 ?. (JO I 
N,'e, hofe...- j.oo; (fA/<t , ~)(1~o.u .. &ucM(fliuletu.,tv)sc1~Zane.. /rtt-r ~~ 
W{)(th e,.., Jq1" Mika.y /Ci. / 9<; .,_ c-

1 Please submit two or three pages of family history narrative, including, but not limited to generational transfers 
of the farm or ranch. You are also encouraged to submit photos of the property.] 

(Please continue application on next page.) 

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy



Statement of Affirmation 

Fees 

!,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

hereby affirm and declare th e farm or ranch which I own at

M.·/1 t> 11 £.,-e ~ w~ fevf}g in the County of __,/)"-'---'-m -'--'---=q L...LT,_,___,, • ti..L...~=Of./o....____ _______ _ 

has been owned by my family for at least 100 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for the 

Century Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby 

affirm that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Ranch honors, including that the 

farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than $1,000 per year for 

three out of the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand that the application 

materials will become property of the Oregon Historical Society Library and be made available for public 

use. By signing below, I understand that I am consenting to the use of both information and photographs. 

Certification by Notary Public 

State of Oregon l .l \ 
County of C1... -tl 4 

~+ Jl -
Be it remembered, that on this 31 day of tLt ~ , 20 0~ , .before me, the 
undersign~ a Notary J?ublic in and for sajd county and tate, personally appeared the w1thm named 
{..\\ <:\:f. ~\ l. ~~' ~ a\hl.14 ' own to me to be the identical individual described in and who 
executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that ·#. .. 4 executed 
the same freely and voluntarily . 

• 

<.:;ON~rF~~I~LlR~~J\LL 
NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 344043 

¥ MY COMMISSION EXPIRES MAY 31, 2005 
My Commission Expires 

For office use only 
Application Fee 
(includes one certificate) $ 50.00 Date Received (., ~ (, ... ~~-

Additional Certificates ($1 5 each) $ Approved? 0 Yes 0 No 

$ s_a,_ Authorization------------: 
Century Farm & Ranch Program Coordin(ltor 

Total enclosed 

Make checks payable to: OHS Library 
Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF 

MSS 1604 Program ID No. ___ _ 

Rev 11/2004 

Redacted for Privacy
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Rencken Farm 
1903-2005 

The grandparents of Donald Rencken were Gevert and Catherine 
Rencken who emigrated from Sellsted Germany with five children, Don's 
father being one of them, in 1888. They landed in New York and took a boat 
on the Erie Canal to get to Dakota where they took up a homestead. One of 
the children became sick on the boat and died shortly after arrival in Dakota . . 
About a month later the oldest child drown in a pond. The sixth child was 
born in December with five more in Dakota and one boy after moving to 
Freewater Oregon. Gevert came to Freewater to visit some friends and liked 
the country with lots of fruit and berries, which they could not grow in 
Dakota. Gevert and Catherine moved their family to the Fruitvale district 6 
miles NW of Milton-Freewater, Oregon where they purchased the farm in 
January 1903, which Don and his wife Ruth with their son Bruce and family 
now farm. 

Gevert and Catherine grew apples, cherries, and prunes with a few berries. 
These fruits were sorted and packed in boxes on the farm then hauled to a 
shipping point with a team and wagon. Some of the produce was sold on the 
place. Animals were raised for the family's own use. Butchering day was 
always a big event with relatives all helping out and making it a social event 
too. Grandfather purchased an adjacent property in 1905 and built a new 
house there, later the original buildings were torn down. When their son John 
married Dora Anderson, Don's parents, Gevert and Catherine gave him 10 
acres of their place. John and Dora built a house and a barn that still exist 
today along with a shop and sheds added a time went by. The rest of the 
original place was given to John's brothers and sister. Don and Gilbert, his 
brother has purchased the entire original place and it is again one place. 

John and Dora had five children, 2 girls and 3 boys. They added to the farm 
by purchasing some neighboring properties. They also had orchard and 
berries with a few cows. Dora made butter, which was sold or traded for 
groceries along with extra eggs from the chickens. One year Gilbert decided to 
start a chicken business but it didn't do very well so more cows were added. 
In 1937 Rudy, Gilbert and Don took over their Dad's farm and started 
shipping cream to the Puritan Creamery in 5 gallon cans and stored down in 
the well to keep cool and hauled on a flatbed truck to the creamery. World 
war 11 began and the oldest brother was drafted into the army. When he 



returned home he bought his own farm so it was just Don and Gilbert on their 
Dad's farm. During the war they began selling milk and sold milk for the next 
50 years under the registered name of Rencken Bros. Over the years much 
effort was made to produce the best quality milk and they won many awards 
from Mayflower Farms in Portland, Oregon now called Northwest Dairyman 
located in Seattle Washington. In 1986 Gilbert retired and we bought his 
share of the farm. Don and Gilbert had improved and built up a herd of 95 
milking Jerseys when we retired from the dairy business in 1992. Now the 
main crops are alfalfa for hay, corn for silage and wheat to fit the rotation of · 
crops. Our son, Zane and his family live on the farm too. His 2 children are 
getting big enough to help on the farm. Son Bruce and wife Theresa farm with 
us, his children are ages 2 and 3 years, they may be future farmers. 
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