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Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation

Century Farm & Ranch Program
Application

Date May 12, 2004

Type of designation (please check) 5& CenturyFarm • CenturyRanch

Legal owner's name Raymond E. VanGilder
(Please attach contact information if other than legalowner)

Mailing address

Telephone E-maii address

>

County Sherman Location of farm or ranch (distancefrom nearest town) "Mf miles west of Wasco

Township One North Range Sixteen (160 EWM Section sw Quarter of Section Twelve
' (12)

Original family owner(s) or founder(s) Milan (M.A.} Van Gilder

Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) December 8, 1898
(Attach verifying documentation, see qualification #7)

Founder(s) came to Oregon from New York

Who farms or ranches the land today? Raymond and Bryan VanGilder

Relationship tooriginal owner (See qualification #5, please explain lineage) Grande™ ^A a-r^at qranHsnti

Are any ofthe original buildings still in use? m Yes • No Listed on National Register? • Yes S No

If yes, please describe Only building that didn't get burned down is the garage.

History of cropsor livestock raisedon farm or ranch Over the years raised cattle, pigs and

chickeno. >«=>-.

What is raised on thefarm or ranch today? Strictly wheat and barley at this time.

Howmany generations liveon the farmor ranch today? 2

'lease list names and birth yean
f&-

Please list names and birth years Brvan May 1956, Benjamin VanGilder Jan. 199f &

Please submit two or three pages offamily history narrative, including, but not limited togenerational transfers ofthe
farm or ranch. You arealso encouraged to submit photos of theproperty.

(Please continue application on the back of thisform.)

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy



Statement of Affirmation

I, _ Raymond E. VanGilder

hereby affirm and declare that the farm or ranch which I own at

in theCounty of Sherman
shall have been owned bymy family forat least 100 continuous years, as specified in the qualifications for
theCentury Farm &Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of thecurrent calendar year. Further, I
hereby affirm that this property meets all otherrequirements forCentury Farm orCentury Ranch honors,
including thatthe farm or ranch has a gross income from farming or ranching activities of not less than
$1,000 peryear forthree outof the five years immediately preceding making this statement. I understand
that theapplication materials will become property of theOregon Historical Society Library and bemade
available for public use.

^L^^JL g."2£w 7/Xhr 5?/%/^ oH~
Signaturrof Owner Date

Certification by Notary Public

State of Oregon
County of Rhprman

Be it remembered, that on this / ^. day of May ., 20 04 , beforeme, the undersigned, a
Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named

Raymond E. VanGilder , known to me to be the identical individual described in
and who executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that

Raymond E. VanGilder executed the same freely and voluntarily.
InTestimony Whereof, I haveset my handand affixed myofficial seal thedayandyearlastabove written.

OFFl!
LINDA C0RNIE

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON
COMMISSION NO. 348369

^"^ MY COMMISSION EXPIRES OCTOBER 20,2005

Notary Public for Oregon

My Commission Expires {C(?Jl ,J^cP^^r^) ^j"

Fees

Application Fee
(includes one certificate) $ 50.00

Additional Certificates ($15 each) $ &b

Total enclosed $ 1 \o.r>£>
Makecheckspayable to

Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF

REV 3/2004

For office use only

Date Received __;

^Approved? '};'\

Authorization '- •----..:• - '-•• ---'.v- ••••'•-•- •' \--:;v

'CenturyFarmand RanchProjectCoordinator

pHS Library

MSS-1604 Program ID No. ' • ' : .

'J • Yes • rNo

Redacted for Privacy



Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation

Century Farm & Ranch Program
Application Guidelines

Background

The Century Farm &Ranch Program started in 1958, on the eve of the Statehood Centennial Celebration,
to honor farm and ranch families with century-long connections to the land and recognize Oregon's rich
agricultural heritage. The program isoperated through the Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation and
partially funded through apartnership with the Oregon Farm Bureau, Oregon Department ofAgriculture,
and the Oregon Historical Society. All applications are added to the Oregon Historical Society (OHS)
Library and provide valuable information about settlement patterns, livestock and crop choices, building
design, and family history. Successful applicants receive aspecial certificate, signed by the Governor of
Oregon, and ametal road sign to identify their historic Century Farm or Century Ranch property.

Qualifications

1. Only the legal owner(s) ofthe property may apply for the Century Farm or Century Ranch honor.

2. Your farm or ranch must have been operated continuously in the same family for 100 years or more. A
farm or ranch settled any time 100 years ago or earlier will be eligible ifit meets other requirements. If
the farm orranch has ever been rented or leased, it will not qualify.

3. The farm or ranch must have agross income from farming or ranching activities ofnot less than
$1,000 per year for three out ofthe five years immediately preceding the application.

4. You must live on the farm or ranch, or ifyou live off the property, you must actively manage and direct
the farming or ranching activity on the land.

5. The line of ownership from the original settler or buyer may be through children, siblings, or nephews
and nieces. Adopted children will be recognized equally with other descendants.

6. Applications must be submitted on official forms provided by the Century Farm and Ranch Program
with all questions filled out completely. Applicants should submit additional descriptive iniormation to
provide other family history details not specifically requested in the application (two or three pages of
narrative). All information will bedeposited in the OHS Library for future reference.

7. All applications must include verification of continuous ownership for 100 years. Acceptable forms of
proof include adocument (either original or photocopy) showing the date ofearliest ownership. This
may take the form ofan official document such asaDonation Land Claim, Deed ofSale, or
Homestead Certificate. Other records, subject to review, include Family Bible, diary entry, or
correspondence.

8. Applications must besigned and certified bya Notary Public.

9. Deadline for returning applications is July 1of the current year. All applications bearing postmark by
midnight ofthat date will be considered. IfJuly 1falls on a Saturday, June 30 will be used as the
application deadline; if it falls on a Sunday, July 2 will become the deadline.



Fees

A $50 non-refundable fee is required with each application. This fee covers administrative costs and
includes one certificate. Additional certificates may be ordered at the time of application at a cost of $15
each. Make checks payable to Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF.

WhereToSend Completed Application Packets
When you have completed the required forms and provided the necessary documentation, please separate
the Application Form and Statement of Affirmation page (front and back) and send the forms, with fee
payment, to:

Century Farm & Ranch Program
Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation
3415 Commercial Street SE

Salem, OR 97302

(Suggestion: Makeafile copy ofyour completed application forms before mailing.)

Review Process and Notification

All applications are checked for completeness by the project coordinator. They are reviewed in July by the
Project Board. Following the review, all applicants will be notified about their status by mail.

Honoring Ceremony

Successful applicants arc invited to a special ceremony at the Oregon State Fair in Salem and receive a
handsome certificate signed by the governor of Oregon. The certificate has the name of the farm or ranch
done in beautiful calligraphy and is suitable for framing (11 x 14 inches).

Still Have Questions About the Program?

Please contact GlennMason, Project Coordinator, at 503-297-5892 ororcenturyKajuno.com

Note: A source to help you research afarm or ranch history, American Farms: Explorins Their History,
written byR. Douglas Hurt, published byKrieger Publishing Co., Malabar, FL., originally
printed in 1996, is available at some Oregon Libraries or through interlibrary loan.



BRIEF HISTORY OF VANGILDER FAMILY
Wasco, OR, Sherman County

Milon A. VanGilder, son ofa Dutch family, and trained as carpenter and farmer,

emigratedfromNew York cl890 to ShermanCounty, and purchased400 acres of farm

land on December 8, 1898 (as recorded). There he erected a familyhouse and barn. In

1904 he purchasedan additional 200 acres fromIsaac and JuliaMaxwell. Includedon the

propertywas a small orchard. Mr. VanGilder also owned several three-quarter blood
Percheron horses. Over the years, the livestock raised included cattle, pigs and chickens.

Milon's youngest son, Bryan, worked the farm until his death in 1944. After Bryan's

death, the property was farmed by his son, Raymond E.VanGilder. Currently, Raymond

E. VanGilder and his son, Bryan, are working the farm. The crops grown are wheat and

barley.

(From telephone call to VanGilder's August 6, 2004. spoke with Mrs. Raymond
VanGilder)



MILON A. VAN GILDER. The subject
of this biographical sketch is a prosperous and
successful farmer living three miles west of
Wasco. He was born in Livingston county,
New York, November 4, 1854. His father,
Hiram Van Gilder, also a native of the Empire
State, born in Washington county, was a de
scendant of an old and distinguished Holland
family. Three brothers formed what was known
as the "Van Gilder Settlement." The father
of Hiram was in the War of 1812; two of our
subject's brothers were killed in the Civil war;
Thomas and Eli. The mother of our subject,
Juliet (Russell) VanGilder, also a native of New
York, born in Hartford, Washington county, is
a descendant of one of the oldest New England
families, a family that furnished two governors
of Massachusetts. Hiram Van Gilder, the father

HISTORY OF CENTRAL OREGON. 523*

of our subject, died in Nunda, New York, in
1897 The mother still lives at Perry, Wyoming
C°Twalm tletid Empire State that our sub-
iect was reared until 1889. He became a farmerJand carpenter, but came to Sherman county
finally and purchased four hundred acres of land.
In 1004 he increased the estate to six hundredacres9 On this he erected ahandsome, two-story
house and large, well-appointed barn. This was
" MTrch 26, 1884, at Nunda, Mr. Van Gilder
was united in marriage to Miss Jennie Porter a
native of New York, born February .5, 1864.Her parents, Richard and Jane (Shephard) Por
ter were also natives of New York state Her
father was a descendant of the old Porter familydistinguished for many years in American history. David Porter was an American naval of
ficer born at Chester, Boston, Massachusetts,
February 1, 1780, dying at Washington March, 843 fDavid Dixon Porter was an AmericanAdmiril, son of £fi^%?£g&
S^fi^M Fi-John Por
te? dtoguished in the Civil war, and a cousin
of D D Porter, was born at Portsmouth, New
Hampshire August 31, 1822. He was a grad-S West Po'int and served as police commis
sioner of New York city from 1884 to 1888-

Milon A. Van Gilder, our subject has three
brothers and one sister; Charles in the ice busi
ness in New York city ;Frank, afarmer a Nunda
New York; Elmer, a cement manufacturer, atSesame place; Julia, wife ofI Herbert .Kenyon,
of Perry, Wyoming county, New York. Mrs.Van Gilder hi thrle brothers and three^sters
James, a Pennsylvania lumberman; Albert and
Delbert, farmers in Sherman county Othehawife of George Kn.x, an attorney in Lo >Angeles
California; Julia, wife of William Clark a carpenter at Mount Morris, New York; and Inezwife of Morris Nash, of Sherman county. Mr.
and Mrs. Van Gilder have five children, Inez
Harry. Vernon, Bryan, and Darwin

It should not escape mention that Fort Porter,
at Buffalo, New York, was named after Commo
dore Porter, distinguished in the War of 1812

Fraternally Mr. Van Gilder is a member of
Taylor Lodge, No. 99, of Wasco of which he is
past master, the first master of the lodge a
charter member and at present master. He has
served as delegate to the grand lodge of the
state Politically he is a Prohibitionist and as
such' has frequently served as delegate to the
county conventions of that party. He and his
wife are members of the United Brethren church.

Our subject has a fine, though small orchard,

and he owns several three-quarter blood Per-
cheron horses. He is one of the solid, substantial
business men of Sherman county, abroad-mind d
and liberal citizen in every «^an™JSe-dence is built in a very desirable and ehg^ble
location, surrounded by a spacious lawn which
will, in the future, be irrigated.
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grantee uttui mm agneca lowm *am of %H§ par**— price mm that a* **U and oar

helre,o*ecntore,ad*Inla tret ore ehall «fMtt «M flwtt)* defend the w bovw granted ant*

*nd avery ptH rnd parcel thereof ignmt Uie lawful claim* and donanda of an pereona at*

eoever .except •« againet aald ftortggee and notee eecured thereby.

In Kltmn wfiereof «l th» p grentore above naned hereunto Ml our her,da andaeele

this 28th day of ievaaner kM.i<m<

Signed**^alaj md d livened In the Isaac H.Maxwell
proecnoe of ua aa eltnaaeee;
c.j 3*141*1- sjrjMeicm. tx^mj t3 juiu I4nmu

a t a«pe, canoe 1 led.

Stale of Oregon,
pounty of Shaman, aa, Thle cart If lea that onthta *«Hh day of
llovetttor A.D.19<* ©afore a* the un4aral^na4 * iOMuy Public In and f0* Mid County nd State
peraonaliy appeared te attain neaed leeao H^aaweu and JMlla JC .Maxwell huabmw and all*,
who ere known to m to be the Identeaal pereona deaorlbed In and ano • wonted the elthJn
Inatrunent mm eeve*eiiy acknowledged to ae that that executed the aa«e freely and volmU
rlly for the ueea and purpoeei therein a*ntloned.

In teetiaony whereof I have hereunto aet my hand and Notarial aeai the day and year la*
above written, C.J3*lght.

(aeai) Notary I*ttnllc for Oiagen.
Clark Dunlap.et ux,

to
LUiie May Murchie

filed for record Hov.29,1
at 8, A.M.

Know all * a by TSSs* f*»bt3, that aet ciarx aamaj» and nancy J,oani«» iroabana and vlfe

of w*eeo,County of Sheman,state of Oregon,ln cone Ida rat ionof Three Htindred and no/100 Sol
lare to ua paid by Ullle Hay Murchla of waaco County of Sherman, StMo of Oregon, gave bar
gained and sold and by these preeenta do grantfbarja1n.ee 11 and convey unto aald Llllie May
Murchla ,her he Ira and assigna all the following bounded and deacrlbed real property altuatf

J
ed In the County of Sheraan, and State of. ore~on,to-wlti

Lota One xxra (i) two (a) Three 0> four (4) and fove (0) and SI* {6\ of block
one of Duniap»a Flrat Addition to Wasco,according to the plat of aald addition to* aald Tow

aa suae appeara of record In.the office of County Clark In and for aald County and State,
aald lota bemg each Fifty (S#) feet wi*e tmd One hundred (100) feat long^

Together with all and singular the veneevnta heaadltaannta and appurtenar.oea tl*jsruni
belonging or In anywlee appartairing,and alao mil our eatate,»lghtftitle and Intent inend
to the ana including doner and claim of dower. To have and to hold the above ^aeerlhed and



Tract 62
Farm 40 Sherman County
700 0 700 1400 2100 Feet

This acreage is for FSA program purposes only. ,A,
No warrenty is made for any other use. V^

April 28, 2004



Tract 63
Farm 40 Sherman County
500 0 500 1000 1500 Feet

This acreage is for FSA program purposes only. «Jk
No warrenty is made for any other use. Y^

April 28, 2004




