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Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation 

Century Farm & Ranch Program 
Application 

Date ~ 6";d0t::?2 
Type of designation (please check) 0 Century Farm )a Century Ranch 

Owner'sname~~/ll ~dif £. ~~ 
Mailing address 

Telephone County /21z/~.; 

Location of farm or ranch ///$ /J,n#~ u'¢4/~...21'4 ~~ 
Township 1¥ Range~ SectiOn _ __c:2_._c2~L------
Original family owner(s) orfounder(s) ~ ~ £2:?Aty~Jf? b~ 
Date (year) this farm or ranch was acquired by founder(s) /f'?~ &ec/ed.,' /f?91') ~c.fa::crj 

I 
(Attach verifying documentation, see Rule 7) 

Founder(s) came to Oregon from &~~ 
Who farms or ranches the land today? ~~~ ~$~J 

-
Rclatiomhlp~ori~n~owncr_~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-------------------~ 
Are any of the original buildings still in use? 0 Yes 2::t No Listed on National Register? 0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, please describe ______________________________ _ 

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch {__~ ~$4- aJ'U ~~ 
~----------------
W~isrn~~oo~fummrnoch~d~?-~~~~-~~~-~~~=~-·~------------~ 

How many generations live on the farm or ranch today?_~~~==->C.-----------------

Please list names and birth years~W /l2.~U11J') a~~ 
C/t]/1) -;jphJ ;J2. {:Bt If ) /llJI!ArMt (2r. {/qqq) 

Please submit two or three pages of family history narrative. You are also encouraged to submit photos of the property. 

(Please continue application on the back of this form.) 

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy



. ,· ,.. 

Statement of Affirmation 

Fees 

I, ~ ;72 t2¢r/ ~.,LA/#?~ 
h fi~are f~ ow:~  

in the County of .. /22~L.<~__/ 
shall have been owned by my family for at least 100 years, as specified in the qualifications for the Century 
Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby affirm 
that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Century Ranch honors. 

Signature of Owner Date 

Certification by Notary Public 

State of Oregon 
County of T/'1 tA C N U.. Y' 

Be it remembered, that on this ~day of J v.-Y\.. e) , 20 0 ~before me, the undersigned, a 
Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named 

J" OV\..t1 (Y\ 0 I ~O-""-- , known to me to be the identical individual described in 
and who executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that 
_________________ executed the same freely and voluntarily. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above written. 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
DEBRA RENEE CHURCHILL 

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 340417 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES NOV. 15, 2004 

Notary Public for Oregon 

My Commission ExpiresAfol..itki~AJ 1~, ;;;;ooy 

Application Fee 
(includes one certificate) $ 30.00 

30,~ 
4pproved~, 0 Yes 

~0;00 

Additional Certificates ($10 each) <3) $ 

$ Total enclosed 
Authorization -----------___,...---.; 

OAEF project coordinator 

Make checks payable to 
Oregon Agricultural Education Foundation or OAEF 

MSS 1.604 Program ID No. _______ _ 

REV 3/2002 

Redacted for Privacy
Redacted for Privacy



Phone & Fax 

PINTO ENTERPRISES 

GERRY PINTO 
CAROLYN PINTO 

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for 
Privacy
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MOL THAN RANCH HISTORY 

Summers Molthan and his wife Mary Jane (Smith) first came to Ironside from Arkansas in 1887, 
settling in the area known as '~he hold out." They became homesick for Arkansas and returned to 
farm there for three years. Missing Oregon and having suffered through a severe flood that ruined 
their crops and severely damaged the land, they sold the farm and returned to the Ironside area in 
1894. They purchased a piece of land under a Presidential patent signed by President Benjamin 
Harrison. 

In 1897, Summers and Mary Jane purchased from Louis and Emma Wisdom what is now called 
the Molthan Ranch. Over the last hundred plus years the ranch and buildings have undergone 
several changes and expansion but the original homesite is still the nucleus of the ranch. 
Summers and his brother-in-law, J.P. Smith ran cattle in Ironside for several years. An article in 
the Argus, reads: "J. P. Smith received word this week that three carloads of cattle that he and his 
partner, Molthan, shipped to Portland, brought top price of$8.35. These steers weighed about 
1,200 each, which indicates that they brought $100 per head. The Ironside section has many 
bunches of good cattle and the rains this season has given them an excellent range." The JD 
brand was purchase from a Jim Deere and that has been the only brand used for more than a 
hundred years. 

Summers and Mary Jane bore two children that lived, Elmer and LuLu. LuLu Molthan married a 
local rancher by the name of Charley Howard. They eventually left Ironside and moved to 
Spokane, Washington. Elmer married Mary Jane Laurance of Prairie City, Oregon and 
continued ranching with Summers. After Summers and Mary Jane (Smith) Molthan's health 
started to decline, they moved to Ontario, Oregon. On December 15, 1938, Summers and Mary 
Jane celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. Quoting Mary Jane from an article in the Argus, 
''We never quarreled, and we have been very fortunate," a sentiment in which her husband agreed. 
"Yes, we are fortunate that we live in this county," Mr. Molthan said. "We are fortunate that to 
live here in Oregon and here in Ontario." Mary Jane Molthan passed away in 1939 and Summers 
in 1944. They are buried in the Ironside Cemetery. 

Mary Jane (Laurance) Molthan came to Ironside with her brothers Fred and Walter who were 
feeding cows in Ironside. A Mrs. Hinton who, along with her husband, owned The Ironside 
Mercantile located on the Nichols Place, lost a baby and was in need of some help. A handsome, 
young rancher, in need of supplies, took one look at a beautiful girl with a ''widow's peak." She 
caught his fancy and they were married on May 26, 1917. A son, John Monroe Molthan was 
born March 23, 1918. After Summers and Mary Jane moved to Ontario, Elmer and Mary Jane 
(Laurance) Molthan took over the ranch and worked it for their entire life. Just before the 
depression, Elmer built Mary Jane, and his son John, a stately white house that is still on the 
ranch and lived in by their grandson John ( Bill) Molthan, Jr. and his wife, Theresa. Elmer was a 
true cowboy and no better horseman around. Over the years, land was added that included th-e 
Mountain Pasture, Clover Creek, Crews Place, Tub Springs and the Lofton Place, totaling more 



than 5000 acres. By all accounts, Elmer and Mary Jane were exceptionally generous neighbors 
and no one was ever denied a meal or lodging. It has been forty years since they passed away and 
we still hear stories about how wonderful, kind and thoughtful they were. Elmer passed away in 
1956 and Mary in 1966. They are buried at the Ironside Cemetery. Upon Mary's death, she left a 
sum of money to add improvements to The Pioneer Cemetery at Ironside. Because of her 
bequest, it is one of the most beautiful and most frequently visited pioneer cemeteries in the area. 

A sawmill located up Camp Creek and owned by Fred and Echo Fish, was moved to Ironside. 
Their daughter, Adeline, caught the eye of John Molthan at one of the legendary dances at The 
Ironside Grange. They were married in Vale, Oregon, on January 15, 1938. Since both are 
musically inclined, John on saxophone and guitar and Adeline on drums, they played in a band at 
dances all around. John and Adeline are actively involved in the community, having served on 
school boards, helped with Bible School and are members of the Masonic and Eastern Star 
Lodges. In 1998 they narrowly escaped death when a cow ran at the family dog who had startled 
her. John was knocked down and trampled. Upon hearing the commotion, Adeline rushed to his 
rescue and was also attacked. Both were life-flighted to a Boise hospital for treatment. The 
emergency room physician had just arrived from Washington, D.C. He joked that this was his 
first case of"mad cow disease." John is 84 years old and Adeline is 85. They are both actively 
involved in the ranch. Cattle, alfalfa, meadow hay and grain are the main crops as they were a 
hundred years ago. In 1987, their son, John (Bill) Molthan, Jr. returned to the ranch. He and his 
wife, Theresa, are actively involved in the ranch, QRU, and Ironside Road District. He has three 
children and grandchildren. Gerry and Carolyn Molthan Pinto ranch in the Ironside area. Alex 
and JoAn Molthan Silva are retired and live in Nampa, Idaho. 

To attest to the beauty of the ranch, in 1985, a color photograph of the Molthan Ranch won 
second place in a Nikon nation wide America the Beautiful contest. 

Ironside Oregon is located in the upper northwest comer of Malheur County. To locate it on a 
map of Oregon you would find the cities of John Day, Ontario and Baker City and then look 
directly in the center of the triangle formed by the three cities. Ironside is 65 miles from each. The 
town of Ironside, ifyou could call it that, is located 45 miles from Vale on U.S. Highway 26. 

Ironside has suffered the declining fate of much of America's small towns. It reached its peak in 
the late twenties and early thirties when it was both a farming and ranching community and a 
small lumber mill town. There used to be numerous small ranches and homesteads scattered 
throughout the valley but the hard rural life and precarious economics uncertainties took its toll. 
The ranches of today are a consolidation of most of these smaller places and raising cattle is the 
primary source of income. The actual town of Ironside was once Fish Lumber Company, The 
Ironside Grange, The Ironside Mercantile and the Ironside school; today, it is a few houses and a 
small post office. 



To the locals, Ironside is an area, not a specific place on the map. That area covers a lot of miles 
in all directions. Most of the ranches are riddled with names that serve as a common geographical 
reference. If you mention the Powell place in a conversation, everyone knows exactly where that 
is. Thus a ranch such as the Molthan ranch will be made up of Tub Springs, the Yell ow barn, the 
Mill ground, the mountain pasture, etc. Most of these names and euphemisms provide a wealth of 
information to anyone researching the history of the area. Ironside has an unusually colorful 
history for such a remote area. 

MOL THAN RANCH 
CIRCA 1900 
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