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Christensen Century Farm
1902-2002

The Christensen "HomePlace" farm history began when Jeppe Christian Christensen left Denmark and the
farm that he grew upon. Jeppe was the youngest of six brothers and one sister. In 1883 shortly before his 23rd
birthday, Jeppe left his parents home for America, following two older brothers who had emigrated earlier. He
worked in Illinois for almost two years before moving to Iowa in 1884. He eventually owned and farmed about
160 acres near Gilmore City. This was his home and where he started his family over the next 18 years. In
1891 at the age of 31, he married Olina Marie Christiansen who had recently emigrated from Denmark. In 1894
he gained United States citizenship. In 1902 he traveled to Oregon and purchased this farm from George Olds.
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At that time he paid $8500 for a little more than 136 acres. This property had been purchased by George Olds
in 1858 (80 acres for $700) and in 1864 (60 acres for $300) from John Hibler who obtained the property as a
quarter section Donation Land Claim that was patented (#47) in 1873. George Olds built a house and a barn on
the property in the 1860s, which is just below the Glacial Erratic Rock state geologic wayside. Jeppe brought
with him his wife and 5 children [Arthur (b.1892), Rupert (b.1894), Lily (b.1896), Merlin (b.1898), and Stanley
(b. 1900)]. Three more children were born at this farm (Clifford (b.1905),Mildred (b. 1908) and Mabel b.???).
The last child, died in infancy. The rest of the Christensen children married and lived their lives in Oregon.



Stanley at the center ofChristensen family around 1910

The four oldest boys became farmers. Arthur and Rupert initially farmed together and later bought their own
farms several miles away. Stanley and Merlin farmed together as Stanley took over responsibility for the Home
Place and Merlin married the daughter of a neighboring farmer, taking on ownership of that farm. In 1937,
Jeppe sold about five acres of land to the Oregon State Highway Commission for $150 per acre to construct a
portion of the McMinnville-Tillamook Highway (Highway 18). In 1941, Stanley Christensen and his wife
Hazel Osen Christensen purchased 132 acres from Jeppe for $10000. Jeppe passed away in 1948 inhis 87th
year. Stanley and Hazel were parents to four children (Stanley Jr., Dorothy, Marian, and Darrell). Stanley
semi-retired in 1964 and turned over the majority of the farming of the Home Place property to Stanley Jr. who
had married Mary Erdmann Christensen and they had purchased an adjacent farm in the early 1960s. Stanley
Jr. and Mary farmed the Home Place and raised five children on their farm. In 1980 Stanley passed away.
Stanley and Hazels four children inherited the Home Place. In the late 1980's Don Christensen, the son of
Arthur's oldest son Glen became the fourth Christensen generation to farm the Home Place. In 1999, Lyle
(middle child of Stan and Mary) and his wife, Cynthia Warnock Christensen purchased from his Aunt Dorothy
and Aunt Marian the Home Place house along with about 60 acres of the original farm. They share residency in
the house with Lyle's youngest sister Lynn Christensen Slater, her husband Bill and their son Sammy. Lyle and
Cynthia have planted about an acre of Chestnut trees around the 1860's farmhouse. Don continues farming the
rest of the original farm along with his son Zach who becomes the fifth generation to farm this same ground in
the first hundred years.
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This Indenture Wiinesseth, thai we, ceo ^ w. oids
and Nancy E,. Olds,.

his wife, for the consideration of the sum of

Eight Thqasa_nd_ari.d_iM._ve Hundred DOLLIES,

to us paid, ha, ve bargained and sold, and by these presents do bargain, sell and
convey unto. Jeppe,c. Christensen, _the following described premises,
to-wil' A portion of the Donation Land CLaim o f\ John P. ^U}vler1Noti.f_i ca

tion No. 2371, "Claim No. 47, being part of Sections Fifteen (15) and
T.went y_« tWO_ _(.22J_ _in_ lo tfnahip- l<live_ .South _o f_ -Ranr/_ Fi ire We st . o f +he
Willamette Meridian, and more particularly described as beginning

" at; a "point" Fi ve" arid 9 6/100" V5."9"6Tc"Qha;i-ns" "No"rth" and ' Thf rty- fi ve and"
J__7/1_1Q. ( 35. 57).- -Chains -East- o-f - the -No-r-th- W-e-st - -c-o rner- of sai d- - - -
Section Fi ft een, (same being the South West corner of said D.L.C.)

~"and runn ing the he e" "East" ~Tw~en~ty-¥i__~ ~(~2 6.00) Cha ins t o the East
bounda r y -1 i ne of -said -0 laim-; --then-c-e -North- -Fi f t-y -an rt 7Q/1-QO; (-50 . 70}
Chains to North East corner of said Claim; thence West Twenty-six
f2~6"."00") "Chains," "and thence" South Fifty" and" 70/100 ( 50. 70) Chains
t.o_ the .plac e of. heginning.,contaijaing-,-13X.-80- aGres

Also the following described tract of real property,to-wit:
"TJegihnihg" at" a" "poi"ht "dh~"the"i^asV "boundary line of the Donation Land
Cl.a.im- xx f - James -Ton-ey,Fifteen- Chains -South -of -the North -Eas-t- corner- -
of said D.L.C. in Township Five South of Range Five West of the
"Willamette Meridian, and running thence South Fourteen and 15/100
(14.15) Chai ns-;--th-enee East- -Seventeen -and -50/100- (17. 50) Chains^-
thence 'North Fourteen and 15/100 (14.15) Ch^ains^ and thence West
Seventeen and 50/100 ijj.bb) Chains to the place of beginning,

- c ont ai ning 24. 7 6- acres -in- -Township- -Five -South of -Range Five "West -
of the Willamette Meridian, in _Yamhil_l Cpant Y.,._Q_regp_n,

Also the following described tract of real property, to- wit;
Beginning at a point Twenty-five and 04/100 (25; 04) "Chains" "Sout">I"
f_*_qm_ t he Nort h East c orner _o_f_D_ S_Jjolman_ J_Qna_tiQn_L.and_ iliaim,-No-.
48, ih Township Five South of Range Five West of Willamette Meridian
and -runninp: tile"nce "South Two "and""I4/T00""("2."14)""Chains ; "thence East"
_t_o _th_5__West .line oil _the__A____._Qar_r-i.son- -Donation--Lan _V -G laim; -tr-hene-e---
North Twenty-three degrees West to a point due East of the place
"of beginning,and'at the S"."W."corher"~6F~a~~tract~"of land sold by

____JSli j ah _J. _Vriglxt _t o.A_J..Bak e r;- -t he-nce- We «st- -Eig-h-te en- -(-18-. -00}Chai n-s- -
and Eighty-five links to the place of beginning, containing Four (4)
acres, in Sec, 14Yih T."5^ S~."R^T3"."VV."|r cb"ntaTning in all 160.56 acres all^ty^
TO H?1VE sdND TO HOLD the said premises, with their appurtenances, unto the said}
j ep p e„ _C. 0h r i s t en s en, his, . ,._ Jieirs and assigns forever.

And the ay//V/__.George w.„01ds and Nancy E. Olds,._ —^- do ______ hereby

covenant to and with the said .__.Iepp_e_ _CU Christenseji, fris,

heirs and assigns, that- -.-^Vue X.*S3lhe owner? in fee simple of saidpremises; iliai they

are free from all incumbrances, and that they, will warrant and defend the same from all
lawful claims whatsoever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF w© have hereunto set, our hand*.

and seal *ihis.-..&hJayofj^--A}Ay_j^-~--^ T>. 190 ?

Done in the Presence of

a/ {...<^..<.f..£..-..wa... ...^h

•I-

f

J]Pa^%^ &...&£dl.. 4?&2>
"if
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STATE OF OREGON, j
COUNTF OF YAMHILL, )

KCKNOinZLEDGEMENT.

88.

On this the .8th .....day of. July . A.D. 190% , personally came before me, a

...Notary Public , j.n and for said County, the ij>ith.in.-n.n.w,.»ri. 0Ro rpr f> W H~M n —
and Nanc y E, 01dS, jt,is wife> to me personally known to be the identical person..

described in, and who executedthe within instrument, and acknowledged tome that ..he., executedthesame

freelyfor theusesand- purposes therein named. And thesaid — Nancy E. Olds ,_—

acknowledged to me that she executed thesame freely and, voluntarily.

WITNESS my hand%fild&4d!jL*A. this _..,$t.h,, day of ...... .toj-Y. ••—-:-/.-.•,...; A. D. 190%..

Notary Public for Oreg on

CO
•d
rH
O

W

o

C
i\J

c

CO
•d
rH
C

is'
o
CD
C5

o;

c
CO i
co ;
c

co

^° 1

pj
p..;
CD i

I

8B

^

05

e

^

S

ft:

t3

T3

^

• ^
Sa

<^ 8

* %\
Xi

<Sj

i

1

1
1,

, >

J

1

J \ "

V
-

w-J
."-'->

-*=r—

v>'


	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(1)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(2)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(3)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(4)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(5)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(6)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(7)
	mssorcfrp_cfr1043(8)



