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MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1969
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Prairie City Ranch ‘Century Ranch’

By ELEANOR BOXX
Journal Staff Writer

A century is a long time —
even for a ranch.

When such a property re-
mains in the hands of one
family for the entire 100
years, it is eligible to be-
come a Century Ranch, with
recognition from the Oregon
Historical Society and the
Oregon State Department of
Agriculture.

Sunday, the Byars Dear-
dorff ranch, southeast of
Prairie City, was hailed
by friends and relatives
from throughout Oregon as
being a Century Ranch.
The celebration was held
at the Deardorff home with
luncheon served by Ladies of
Farmers Organization.

SEVERAL oldtimers took
a nostalgic look back when
they heard “fiddling” like it
used to be, and when they
saw guests taking a horse
and buggy ride. John Sharff,
author of ‘Steens Moun-
tains,” was the featured
speaker. ¢

The Deardorffs’ life would
make an exciting western
movie scriot, for there were
unimaginable hair-raising
events in the early days.
Death, illness and suspense
rode on the wagon train with
the original Deardorffs. Mrs.
Deardorff was Sara Man-
waring before her marriage
in 1870 to Flem Deardorff.
She came to Oregon in
August, 1869 with her parents
and met her future husband
when they went through a
tollgate he operated on his
ranch.

WHEN Mrs. Deardorff,
mother of the present Byars,
was 72 years of age in 1926
she wrote the story of her
trip in the wagon train to Il-
linois. Two years later she
died. Many of the older
ranchers knew her story, but
it took the Prairie City Wom-
en’s Club to edit it and the
Blue Mountain Eagle to
present it so the public knew
it, too.

Sara Deardorff tells about
her brother being kidnaped
by a band of Indians and

MR. AND MRS. BYARS DEARDORFF were honored Sunday at Prairie

City when their ranch became “Century Ranch,” for having been in same
family for 100 years. Byars Deardorff's father bought out squatter’s
rights to original 160 acres, Oct. 14, 1869. Byars and May Cardwell Bowe,
from Long Creek, were married in 1921 and have made their home at
ranch ever since. (Photo by Marlys S. Ketchum)

never being found; of a
woman suspected of being a
spy who joined the wagon
train under mysterious. cir-
cumstances and. leaving -the

~same way. There were runa-

way horses, lame horses and
stolen horses, each causing
inconvenience, delay and
tragedy.

Heartbreaking events are
recounted in the sty —
Sara, the young girl who led

a team of lame mules for
three - or four days; the
wagon train being . enter-
tained by soldiers and their
brass band, but the same lit-
tle girl crying her heart out
because her missing brother
still had not been found; the
birth of a baby and two or
three accidents from gun
shots.

THERE were mnumerous
river crossings, all of which

|
|

were tedious and some
which took a full day. At one
of the crossings the water
came up and over the wagon
beds, soaking several boxes
of crackers. The soggy mass
was divided among the wa-
gons and resourceful women
fried them for breakfast;
others separated and dried
them.

|

As the party neare
Blue Mountains, ¢
mother was ill and
“took the mountain fe
At the summit they r
man who told them
would soon be in the
Day Valley and coul
provisions and help a
tollgate at the head c
valley.

Six months later Sar
Flem Deardorff were
ried. They lived togeth
the same ranch unti
death in 1911. They h
children. Byars is the
living child.

The original ranch ¢
acres has grown to 2,2(
is now leased by
Deardorff’s nephew
tiny log cabin, in
Flem and Sara lived th
three years of their m
life, was replaced in
with a bigger one. Fc
next 80 years it was “t
to the large Deardorff
ly. Then it was torn
and the present houst
built. Part of the olde
however, was saved 1
come a part of the
blacksmith shop.

Most of the old bui
may be gone, but the w
planted in 1873 are still
an important rem
that Sunday was a prou
at Deardorff Ce
Ranch.






"1 oth children,

hand to commit fo
history a record of her eventful
wagon-train trip to Oregon as a
‘young girl in !géz. On Oct. 14
the Byars Deardorff ranch be-
comes a Centennial Ranch and
on Oct. 26 family and friends
will gather to honor the Dear-
dorffs in celebration.

It seems a proper time to pub-
lish Sara’s story that holds all
the thrills of the fictional West-
erns. The account has been

corded them. The tell-
the story will run over
weeks in 'cohtipugd

S

th

L n the youngest
,pdlihdnnd:wordihgychanqed but W
the dates, places and events are -

‘ward Oregon. By this daté
hundreds of pioneers had madé
the trek. Manwaring himself
had made the trip - to  Califs
ornia in 1860, accompanied byt
one of his sons. But for all its
familiarity, the trip would hold
its share of hardships and
heartaches, especially for 14.-
year-old Sara. b

Sara was born Oct. 15, 1854, in
Mendota, La Salle County, Hl.,
of the nine living
Manwaring children. Her - oth:
er was a native of Utica, N,¥.
Her father was a native of
Staplehurst, England. Sara’s be-

loved. brother and  hiy wife,

also named Sarah,

and  her

and were

g
£

Sara’s brother-in-law and wife,

she speaks-of th ;
her only brother. Another broth-

¢ er had been killed by lightning
in 1859.

The party headed west across
the Midwest and at one ‘point
camped beside the Big Blue
River, Vividly Sara recalled a
“very mean looking man” who
came to the wagon train and
tried to persuade her father
to take a certain route, but
Manwaring declined. One won-
ders  at the motives of the
‘‘very mean looking man.”

On a Monday morning th
small train hooked-up and
traveled until Tuesday evening
without mishap, :

A strange woman happened
into camp that evening, in-
quiring if she could get in with
one of the wagons, She joined
on

went  fine Wednesda

235ty

the |

the missing br . They were
without Iuck. All they found

was an Indian medicine bag.
They surmised that one of the
Indians must have been hit
when the party of young men
had been out hunting antelope:

In the meantime 14 more
wagons had joined the trair
making a total of 19 wagon:
and surely a more secure feel
ing among the members of the
saddened train.

(continued next week)

f




- years - umtil
.and some of its logs .used - for
the ranch blacksmith shop.

-In 1873, the Dalles Military
oad swindle forced Flem to
re-establish his “claim to the
- ranch. The 160 acres had grown

to 2,200, of which about 100

acres are of lush, irrigated

bottom fands. ‘Originally, the
ranch raised. much grain,
¢ ﬁ?lﬁ"ulynatsiogﬁgd ﬂiex&hérses
upon which the country . de.
pended. The -grain .also fed
hogs for which the ranch was
- known. - The Chinese miners
~would often come from Prairie
- City to buy hogs with their
little bags - -of .gold -and -then
herd them . back to Prairie
City.

Qf the 12 children born to-

Sarah and Flem, the last sur-
. viving one. is Byars, who has
~ Spent virtually all of his 78

par-

yed an. im:
ranch and

Horses alway
portant part on the

ag many as 14 head. His wife
gently chides that Byars would
have gotten lots more done if

he could have done it all on

horseback. In the early 1940’s
the ranch got its first tractor,

e served as county com- -

missioner for four years start-

Jpg ip 1942,

- "The  winter

of 1916-17 was a
particularily severe one, they
recall. Snow stood four feet
deep on the level for a con-
siderable time. Feed and hay
brought in by the Sumpter Val-
ley Railroad saved the cattle
that year.

The huge picture albums and
old records that Mae and her
‘mother -in-law kept down
through the years are treasures
indeed. One set of records in-
clades the road takes colleeted

2

the Deardorffs sometimes ‘kept 4

g
qe
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- train, Wa i
. had lost  one

" “Sara‘s brother,
- Man, suspected of being a spy,
had: joined the train just be-
fore the loss of the brother. To
date no word had been received

- Q‘ il“ fate.

~~—Prairie City Women’s Club

Quoting from Sara’s account,
“Well, on Monday morning, we to pull th
all got ready to start on again,

g as an old gentleman
g his mules up, one
of them kicked him just above
the temple, ang 50 they had
out for #he-fort.
miles ffom Fort |

was h

. to start right
 We were 25

toward- Oregon,
of its members,

Wagon-

Train Trip Recalled

ity ,,,=’ |

The J‘gft% (Ma{\waring wagon cross the plaing until the cros- would not stop midstream, It
sing of the South' Platte some- js accounted that a map had
where in Nebraska or Colorado. to he at each wheel to start

A strange wo- There is mention that the wag- the wagons.

*hey and the rest didn’t get
there until aboy

t3in the after-

ons had to Cross quicksand. Ever traveling west the train
Whether or not this was real next forded the North Platte
quicksand can ouly be guessed at Fort Fredsteel. This ecros-
but the account
wagons el
wheels would Beo

sufficiently to stop turning.”” and run across opn handears
The horses could: not be used on the railroad track. The ae.

A§?‘Lates,_ “If the sing was g little easier aj.
@ ‘minute the though it took ag day. The
become  stuck wagon hoxes were removed

¢ Wagons across as count states that the wagon

they would stop in the water. train followed the Union Paec.
Therefore, Manwaring’s mules ific railroad tracks most of the
were used to take nearly all way. The men swam the horges
19 wagons across, The mules across the North Platte. Some

- of the boys would ccling to the
horses’ tails and make the
horses puli them, across,

Sara recounted that several
of them crossed on g foot
bridge on the railroad track
which made her dizzy, The
morning following the crossing
the soldiers saw Indians on the




(Cir. W. 4029)

paker, visywvi
Baker Record-Courier

NOV 13 1969

to history a record of her event-/
ful wagon-train trip to Oregon. as|
& young girl in 1869. On Oct, 14

the Byars Deardorff ranch became;;

‘a Centenial Ranch and on Oct. 26
family and

approximately 250

friends gathered to honor
Deardorffs in celebration.

It seams a proper time to
lish Sara’s story that hold

pub-,
< all

the thrills of the fictional West-
erns. The account has been edited

and wording changed. but the

dat-

es, places and events are as .Sara_

recorded them. The. telling
story will run over

ord-Courier issues

story fashion, — Prairie

men’s Club.
Trek By Wagon

On the 12th day
a small covered wa

trek,
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g of the
.several Rec-

continued

of April, 1869,
Edgenwood, IIl. John M.
his wife

f

City WO";

lanwaring,
| A herd of antelope was si

9

oungest of the nine

{was a native of Utica, N, Y. Her
tather was a native of Staplehurst,
and. Sara’s beloved brother
and his wife, also named Sarah,
and her sister, Ann, and husband
were in the party. In the accbunt,
she speaks of the brothe - ag her
only brother. Anothep ‘brother had
‘been killed by lightning in 1859.
The party headed west apross
the Midwest and at one point
camped beside the Big Blue: Riy-

waring: children. Her mother |

time. They suspected
woman of being a spy

er. Vividly Sara recalled a ““yery
mean looking man” who came to
the wagon train and tried to; per-
suade her father to take a .cer-
tain route, but Manwaring declin-
ed. One wonders at the motives of
the “very mean lo;ol\xing; 3
" On a Monday morning the mall
train hooked-up and traveled until
Tuesday evening without mis ap.
A strange woman happened. into
camp that evening, inquiring if she
could get in with one of the ag-
ons. She joined Sara’s brother-in-
Haw and wife, All went ﬁng on
Wednesday and Thursday. May 23

E

started in like manner, gm&r

near gg; Sara’s broiéheze'vt demdet%‘ég
carbine and get one, Tt
oy in the train followed

em.,

In the meantime 14

more secure feelin

(continued next

T —

Manw.

R

ons had joined the train
total of 19 wagons and

n of 15895 |

tinued on until late afternoon
when they stopped at a wood chop-
pers camp. The morning’s tragic
events were recounted to the eight
wood choppers, They showed sur-
prise upon hearing of the Indians,
for they had not seen any in some
the strange

The wagon train had been at
the wood choppers’ camp three
days when six soldiers rode into
camp looking for a like number
of deserters. The loss of young
lt&h/Ianwaring was  recounted to

When the deserters were found,
the soldiers joined the wood
pers in hunting for the
brother, They were without Jluck.
All they found was an Indian
medicine bag. They surmised that
one of the Indians must have been
hit when the party of young menl
had been out hunting antelope,
more wag-
making a
surely a
among the
members of the saddened train,

chop-
missing

week) :"1

hat at this i
raska. The {

It's a guess t

they were in Neb:
was no longer

more.”

dy whose hy

AR
ifornia by
he(:'. He fate

At the river

er there. The trail west was str

with tragedy.

had been lu]l&d by
ed to go

‘f?ux;s wouldn’t let
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