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BY Wendy Ann Case 

HISTORY OF THE CASE'S 

of ALICEL. 
WILLIAM JASPER CASE (W.j.) was born on 13th of September 
1868 in Boon County, Arkansas. 
He attended Clark's Academy in Berryville, Arkansas. He 
taught school in Boon and Carroll Counties (Arkansas) from 
1893 to 1897. W.J. moved to Union County where he taught 
schools - including Dry Creek, Alice/ - and several others. 
On 11th of September 1901, William Jasper Case married Ella 
Van Block/and, daughter of John Van Block/and and Jane 
Rysdam-Van Block/and. 
With the help of Ella's father, John Van Block/and, they bought 
a 160 acre farm near Alice/. On this farm was a small 
house ..... two rooms upstairs and two down. This was very 
typical of the small houses of that day. 
Here, four of their six children were born - John Henry in 1903, 
Elmer in 1907, Vera Jane in 1909 and Hugh in 1911. 
In 191 3 they built a new and larger house, just a few yards 
from the original little house (which still stands to this day). 
They hadn't been in this house long, when the little boy Hugh 
died on 7th of June 1913. Homer and William Wren were born 
in the new house. Homer in 1915 and William Wren (aka Wren) 
in 1917. 
ELLA VAN BLOCKLAND 
Ella Van Block/and married William Jasper Case at the home of 
her parents on 11th of September 1901. She was the last of 
John and Jane's children to marry. 
With the help of Ella's father, John Van Block/and, they bought 
a 160 acre farm near Alice/, and started a life-long farming 
operation. 
FARM HISTORY 
Times were hard for the young couple, but they were both 
accustomed to hard work, and by working together they began 
to prosper. 
The farm continued to prosper and the growing family needed 
more room, so they built a fine new home in 1913. This is the 
home mentioned in W.).Case's history and in which we (Rodney 



and Wendy Case) live today. 
The farm continued to grow and prosper until the depression, 
and then it became a constant struggle to keep it afloat. They 
were no different than their neighbours, everyone was in the 
same boat. The Case's managed to hold on to their property 
during these hard times by putting most of their property into 
alfalfa for hay and increasing their small herd of cows. The 
money from selling the cream from the cows paid much of the 
day to day expenses, and by selling the excess hay and 
delivering it for $8.00 a ton, they managed to keep abreast of 
the times. 
By the time the prices picked up, they were heavily mortgaged 
but still holding on ............. . 
While the children were growing up, their lives revolved around 
the farm, the school and the church. They attended Alice/ 
School and the Alice/ Methodist Church. This early training 
continues to influence their lives. 
Ella passed away on Sunday, 7 7th of May 7 93 7. Homer and 
Wren stayed on at the farm, forming a partnership with their 
father. The partnership was known as W.).Case & Sons. Later, 
Elmer returned to the farm and joined the partnership. When 
William Jasper Case retired, the partnership became known as 
Case Bros. John came home to join his brothers and the four 
boys bought out their father at that time. 
On 7 9th of October 7 952, John Case and his wife Arlene 
bought the farm from William Jasper Case, consisting of 
"Beginning at a point on the north line of Section 7 7, in 
township 2 south, range 39 east of the Willamette Meridian, 
7 320 feet east of the northwest corner of said section, and 
running thence south 880 feet; thence east 3960 feet to the 
east line of said section 7 7; thence north 880 feet to the 
northeast corner of said section; thence west along the north 
line of said section, 3960 feet to the point of beginning; 
containing 80 acres more or less. ALSO, The north half of 
northwest quarter of section 7 6, in township 2 south, range 39 
east of the Willamette Meridian, containing 80 acres, more or 
less. With the homestead.1

• In this house they raised two 
children. Cathy Fern Case (born Astoria, OR 7 2/7 0/49) and 
Shirley Ann Case (born La Grande,OR. 8/26/52). 



After 24 years without his beloved wife, William Jasper Case. 
died on 7 0th of December 7 955, leaving his family to carry on. 
The other brothers bought adjoining properties that had been 
accumulated over the years. 
The four brothers farmed together as Case Bros. until the late 
60's. John and Elmer withdrew from the partnership, and 
continued to farm individually. 
John rented his farm to Rodney Case in 7 975, and Rodney 
continued to farm the ground until we purchased the farm 
from Arlene Case on the 7 8th of November 7 998. 
Rodney continues to farm Homer's property, and Rodney, along 
with his 2nd wife, Wendy Ann Williams-Case (married in North 
Wales, United Kingdom (GB), on December 5th, 7 997) work 
together on the farms, assisted occasionally by sons Marc and 
Ben Case. 
Rodney and Wendy are continuing the business Rodney's 
Grandfather and Grandmother started on 30th of December, 
7 90 7. 
It is now 200 7, and the farm is doing well. The home built in 
7 9 7 3, is very much loved and lived in. It is now known as 
ROWEN FARMS, ROd and WENdy, who also own farm property 
and homestead a mile and a quarter south of Rowen Farms. 
It is our wish that we may remember and honour William 
Jasper Case and his dear wife Ella Van Block/and-Case in 
celebrating the farms 7 OOth anniversary this year. 

Regards, 
Wendy Ann Case. 
With thanks to my dear husband Rodney for his assistance, 
also my mother-in-law Lola Rae Case, widow of Homer Case. 
Excerpts also taken from the 'VAN BLOCKLAND HERITAGE' 
book. 





~ ~ 

D~.tLA.-cJ ~~s-

W~M 0~~ J,~ 
El\o... ValA- ~\oc\::\o.~~ Jbo._~ 

l '1 O I 

t)~ cM.- ~v' ~~ JocJ.. 
j<SU-n 6 e r-i e{ +lt-..cL ~ C-M 

S\ n·c..e 3)ec._c?H. (Je v- ~'° l<L \ G\o' 
,QCl r Ked ..Q. 1.1J-) v-e.-~ b:J -\ k..'l"\~ 
CJ-fl fY-0\J'A. ~~ 12-/3o(fiol 



1ARRA.NTY DEED. 

J. R. Hughes and Man C.Hughes, I hie wife, GRANTORS, ~ 
( 

to l 
( 

Dated Deoember 30th, 1901 
Acknowledged Deo.30th,1901 
Reoorded Jan. 2, 1902. . ,~ -
Bo~~ 33 of Deeds,page 535 . ·"'" ~ .,. ... 

Consideration 7200.00 

Instrn.ment is signed: J. H. Hughos (Seal) · ll:t:ey O Hughe a . -- ( Seal) Two witnesses. 
Aoknowledg d by the within named J .H.Hughes and :Mary a.Hughes, h1s ·wife, before G.H, Finn, a · -0tary Pnlrlie in Union County,Ore. . . . Granting words: ~Y t~eae presents ·do bargain.sell and convey. 
Covenants fee simple, ·free · from in~ranaes exaept . one mortgage of 2700.00 to J.W.Lytle which the grantees herein now assume and · agree to pay s a -part of the. ·pu·rchase ·· J>rine· in this oonvey-anoe. arra.nte and defende the same from all lawful claims whatsoever exoGpt as aforesaid. 

PREMISES CONVE?ED: 

Commencing at the Northeast oorner of seotion 17 in 

South 1-0o 2/3 rods. thenoe . ~ 

east 240 rods and thenoe north 106 2/3 rods to ~he plaoe of· 
beginning. Containing 160 aores more or less. and in Union 
County,, Oregon. 

--~--o---., ... -
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John Von Blokland and 
Blokland, his wife, 

to 

ARBA.NTY DEED. 

Jane Von f 
GRANTORS, ( 

his 

} 

' j ' L 

' 

Dated anuary 3rd,1903 

Acknowledged Jan.3,1903 

Reoorde.d Jan.5th,l903. 

;·page 432 

a eration 1. and other 
eoneidera. ions. 

Instrument is signed: John x Von Blokla.ttd (Seal) 

(Seal) 
. mark 

Two witnesses. Jane Von Blokland 

Acknowledged by the within named John Von Blokland and Jane Von 
Blokland,' ·his wife, before 0 .PI.Finn. a Notal!y Public in Union 
County, Oregon. 

Granting words: By these presents do barga.in,sell and oonvey. 

Covenants general warranty, fee simple, free from inoumbranoes. 

PREMISES CONVEYED: 

All of our interest being an undivided half interest 
in and to that aertain paroel of land bounded as:-

Commenoing at the northeast oorner of Seotion 17 in 
To~~h;p 2. s.outh of Ran~e 39 :B;.W ~-~~· th:en~~L ru.D!llr.n_g west 24<? 
lr'6 • t en ~- . · .. · · · uth 5 . -as~ . tke-no ·ranning . •a;$t 
240 rods- thenae ru.rining ·north 53 l/3 rods te the plaoe of 
b~ginning- th aam~ being in said seotion, . township and range 
and in Union County, Oregon. 

------0 .. -.. --
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991241 
WARRARTY DBEDl 

ARLINE CASE, aka ARLENE CASE, Grantor, conveys and warrants to 
RODNEY R. CASE and WENDY ANNE CASE, husband and wife, with right of 
survivorship, Grantees, the following descnDed real property free of 
encumbrances except as specifically set forth herein situated in Union County, 
Oregon, to-wit: 

SBB ATTACHED EXHIBIT A 

THIS INSTRUMENT WILL NOT ALLOW USE OF THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THIS INSTRUMENT IN VIOLATION OF 
APPUCABLE LAND USE LAWS AND REGULATIONS. BEFORE 
SIGNING OR ACCEPl'ING THIS INSTRUMENT, THE PERSON 
ACQUIRING FEE TITLE TO THE PROPERTY SHOULD CHECK 
WITH THE APPROPRIATE CITY OR COUNTY PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT TO VERIFY APPROVED USES, AND TO 
DETERMINE ANY UMITS ON LAWSUITS AGAINST FARMING OR 
FOREST PRACTICE AS DEFINED IN ORS 30.930. 

The true consideration for this conveyance is $240,000.00. 

DATED this ;r day of dt!Aztfv- , 1998. 

STATE OF OREGON 

County of Union 

/J;/111J.r /5 , 1998 

ARUNECASE 

PERSONALLY APPEARED the above named ARLINE CASE, and 
acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be her voluntary act and deed. 

GFIUIL&l 

-

lllWLM 211 ... ~ 
CIH SDMlll-

Y'i__..fllmD-.-

1 Until a change is requested, all tax 
statements shall be sent to the following address: 

Rodney R. Case 
Wendy Anne Case 
63559 Wallsinger Road 
Cove, Oregon 97824 

After recording, return to: 

Eastern Oregon Title, lnc. 
P.O. Box 1084 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 

~~~~ 
My commission expires: //-6~ Jm( 
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EXHIB'fT A 
TO 

CASE/CASE WARRANTY DEED 

Beginning at a point on the north line of Section 17, in township 2 South, 

Range 39 Ea.st of the Willamette Meridian, Union County, Oregon 1320 feet 

east of the northwest comer of said section, and running thence south 880 

feet; thence East 3960 feet to the east line of said section 17; thence North 880 

feet to the northeast corner of said section; thence West, along the north line of 

said section, 3960 feet to the point of beginning. 

ALSO, the north half of northwest quarter of section 16, in Township 2 South, 

Range 39 Ea.st of the Willamette Meridian, Union County, Oregon. 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE FOLLOWING EXCEPrIONS: 

1. Taxes for 1998-99: $1522.07 Total; with a discount of $45.66; if paid by 

11/15/98. 
(Account No. 02839-6800; Code 117; Ref. #7280) 

2. Right-of-way for Union County Road No. 79 (Case County Road) across 

the West side of this property. 

3. Easement to Construct, Maintain, and repair underground pipelines 
and/or mains for the purpose of conveying water over, across, through 

and under a portion of the north half of the northwest quarter of Section 
16 including the terms and provisions thereof as conveyed in Book 152. 
at page 254, recorded December 28, 1965, Records of Union County, 
Oregon. Said easement was reaffirmed by an easement recorded 

March 3, 1998, as Microfilm Document No. 981408. 
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1. Garage 1926-1927 
2. House 1913-1914 
3 Tank House 1913 
4. Blacksmith/Smoke House 1912 
5. Cl1icken Ho11se 
6. Old House-existed at purchase from 

J. H. HwzhesinJ9Q 
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7. Woodshed and Tee Honse 1920 
8. Granary 
9. Dairy Barn and Auto Shed 
10 Horse Barn/Machine Shed 1914-1915 
11.Pig Shed 
12.1\fachine Shed 1936-1937 
13 .Farmall .I.Al. and H Tractors 





Redacted for Privacy



llV"U'"''"~ HoH€{" GA~e- C-?~?) 
Born 8 Jul 1915 Place Alic el 1 Union Ore 

~~~L--~-:----1-~~~~
~~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~

~~~ 

Chr. Place--=--:--=--=-=-----=--=--=--=-==------=~--=------------------~--------
--~ 

Marr. 20 Feb 1940 Place Twin Falls, Twin Falls, Idaho 

Died Place---------------------------------------------------
Bur. Plac•~-----------------------==-=--=-~:-=-:=-==-=--==..------------------. I HuseANo's William Jasper CASE HuseAND's Ella Van BLOKLAND 

;g . ~~~~!~D'S - MOTHER _____ • _________ _ 

-5 OTHER WIVES ... 
2 
~ WIFE Lola nae BUTTERFI ELD 

~ ) ~ Born 9 Dec 1920 Place Ogden, Weber, Utah c ·- _ __, ___ ..._ ____ __,,__ _____________________________________ ___ 

~ $ .; Chr. Plac•------------------------------------------------
c •. : t 
~ ~ ! Died Plac•---------------------------------------------------
~ .: ~ Bur Place 
-~ .IJ WIF~'s n d 0 • Bur7mr,r:')_F_I_'lj'T_T"\ _____________ V!'_ll'_E_'S _____ 'ti'_J_l __ I"--f i-OTI--L-TiV _______________ _ 
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HUSBANDS 

CHILDREN 
SEX 

M Liit Heh child lwhtther llvlno or clNd) In order of blnh 
F Given Names Surname 

1 

F Judy.Ann CASE 
2 
M Dale Lynn CASE 

3 
M Rodney Ray CASE 

4 
M Mary Ellen CA~3E 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

1. Family record chart 
2. Md. cert. 
3. Birth cert. 

WHEN BORN WHERE BORN 
STATE OR 

DAY MONTH YEAR TOWN COUNTY COUN1"RY 

19 Oct 1940 La Grande Union Ore 

8 Apr 1942 . La Grande Union ore 

27 May 1947 La Grande Union Ore 

27 A pr 194g La Grande Union Ore 

. . 
.. 

D~:_o:_ F.!_R~ ~A~~~E ( WHEN DIED 
DAY MONTl'i VEAR 

TO WHOM 

J l AU6 1902 l _.A. 1----------- ~lJ1V) David Lester '1JE31'2W.>r:o:·J 
TI" Jul 19o2 T 

t-'Jacquelyn-Leonor e GOOD.JON _(_di v) 
) l far T97lr,. l 1-- SanCI.ra-:Ly nn "SULLIV7.H _LD.i.Yl 
28 Jun 1969 l ' 

1-- r5avicf 1_inn -TA!1L 
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