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Oregon Historical Society 

Century Farm & Ranch Program 
Application 

Type of designation (please check) ' Century Farm 0 Century Ranch 

Owner's name I\A<1X_:1 4 '])(! m: d tv\cJ<..WJ 
Mailing address 

Telephone County (, ·\ -l(l ( \<.. Q iV\a,S 

Location of farm or ranch ______________________________ 

Township I4S 

(Attach verifying documentation, see Rule 7) 

Foon~$)~me~Ore~nfrom_~~~~~~~\· ~k~------------------~ ~~ (- ) 
Who farms or ranches the land today? ~~ i ·~1,;\,J:~  
Relationshiptooriginalowner 8fffii- ~VI~~; C\i\1\J'iv~  
Are any of the original buildings still in use? 0 Yes Iii No Listed on National Register? 0 Yes Jll No  

If yes, please describe _______________________________  

History of crops or livestock raised on farm or ranch huk.w I Ct1We.! 
ctr~s s~  

·0 . . 
How many generations live on the farm or ranch today? _ v )\_~----------------

Please submit two or three pages of family history narrative. You are also encouraged to submit photos of the property. 

(Please continue application on the back of this form.) 

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy



Staten1ent of Affirmation  

in the County of _____,C--=LJi~C.._k~u:O..........~L.ll.....3o~D~< ......____________________ 
sha11 have been owned by my family for at least 100 years, as specified in the qualifications for the Century 
Farm & Ranch Program, on or before December 31 of the current calendar year. Further, I hereby affirm 
that this property meets all other requirements for Century Farm or Century Ranch honors. 

Date 

State of Oregonft 1,.. /'1 L,. ,., 1....,. , /1 A  

County of __\.A-"'-"""-'~=-------- _____ V_\..(A/'_..J-- _ 

Be it remembered, that on this ;;l~ay of ~ , 20 QL ,before me, the undersigned, a 
NotaiY.lublic in and for said county and state, personally appeared the within named 

\V\ Ovfk) ~ ,known to me to be the identical individual described in 
and who executed the within instfum~nt and acknowledged to me that . 
______________,S=-"~-==--- executed the same freely and voluntarily. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and year last above written. 

Notary Public for Oregon 

My Commission Expires QL\-.O)p'*OFFICIAL SEAL 
TAWil WALTON 

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 333438• 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES APRIL 6, 2004 

Fees 

Application Fee 
(includes one certificate) $ 30.00 

Additional Certificates ($10 each) $ 

Total enclosed c.lc:= # l0 50 $ 2o. oo 
Make checks payable to Oregon Historical Society or OHS 

REV 5/2001 

Redacted for Privacy



Century Farm & Ranch Program  
A nnli~oti~n ~-r 

r1_ll_liii'-'U&..I'UII v.a_ 

M~rv fKravhor _Dr\ MPK~'' 
~••._..• y \••• ~AJ""a ....., • . I ~••'-'••-Y 

Mu~,;h of the information provided here is from 1be History tmd Gt."Tiealogy of Ll-re Kraxbcrger h mllly by V erlyn Kraxbcrger cl al. 

The original homesteaders, Johann and Rosina Kraxberger, were frotn the Upper Austria region of the  
Austro-HunQarian Emnire near the citv of Linz. Born in 1833_after serving his obliQatorv enlistment in  

"-' J. -' .I '-' '-" .; 

the Austrian Armv_ he turned to farminQ _ owninQ a fotiv acre farm near the town ofWels_
..J .J 4_/ J -._J .J 

Somehow, pamphlets advertising some of the desirable opportunities to be found in America appeared 
in their home:; descriptions of different states:; such as Kansas:; Dakota:; Missouri :; California:; and other 
nlaces. Perhans_ most annealinQ of all was the literature telling about receivin2: 160 acres of land iust for 
J. .l .I .,l. .l '-' I 4,....1 'w,J J 

the taking . Thjs looked very good to the boys. Ferdinand and WiJlia.m got the Atnerican fever and 
visited their brothers at the gun factory in Steyr. After much discussion and planning~ in May 1889, 
Franz;; Carl;; and Ferdinand arranged to take the long journey:; even though they were of military age and 
suhiect to the draft And it was esneciallv dangerous for Carl to leave as he was on furlough

J 
_ 

.1 .... '-' '-' 
_ 

Nonetheless, they boarded the steamer "Main, North German Lloyd" on May 1. With success, they 
landed May 14, 7:00A.M . in Baltimore. 

Thev traveled to Stover_ Missouri_ remainin2: there until 1890. Since the State of Oregon was snendin2 a 
.,) .I .I '-.-1 l...,.J J. ~ 

lot of money to lure people to their heautiful state~ Franz and Carl took the advice of Horace Greeley, 
who said, "Go west and grow up with the Country" . Consequently, the boys continued the last leg of 
their journey to Portland~ Oregon_ They liked this country very much" for it reminded them a great deal 
of their old Austrian vallevs and hills _ The mild climate and evergreen forests onlv snurred them on_ 

.,1 4.-J .,J .1. ..1 

with greater resolve to n1ake this their permanent home. During the summer of 1890, Franz, his wife 
Julia and their son Edmond, along with Carl and Ferdinand sought residence in north Portland's 
Peninsula area. This was accomplished through the influence and direction of a Pastor Dieterich~ who 
later organized the Evangelical St. Johns congregation_ 

Later on in 1891, father (John) came to America to persuade the boys to return, but found each of them 
unwillinQ to leave _ So he sent his wife instructions to sell the farm and to hrinQ: the rest of the familv to

~ • • . ~ .,1 

America. She succeeded in selling their 40 acres in '1892~ and with the children (Rosina~ William~ J\tlarie~ 

Adolph, John and Otto) bade farewell to the old country, which had tbr so many years been their home. 
They left Austria on the 16th day of May and arrived in Bremen, the place of embarkation. Leaving 
Bremen on May 25th on the steamer "Darmstadt"j they arrived in New York on June 5th_ 

Two days later, on June 7th, they boarded the newly constructed Canadian Railroad and arrived six days 
later, June 13th, at 7:00 A.M . in the City of Portland . At last the family was united again and gave 
thanks to God for His nrotection during the nast month's iournev _ But the iovs of reunion were soon 

.1. ~ J. J .I J -' 

counted with nrohlems of findinQ a new home for the familv . A solution was assured when father (John) 
J. .1. "-' .,J " , 

met a man by the name ofHenry Kum.mer For it was he who offered 156 acres of land for sale. With a 
bit of good salesmanship on the part of Henry and a good share of shrewd buying on the part of father, 



both came to eventual terms. And, in July 1892, the place was purchased for the sum of $5000.00. By 
July 15th, preparations were made to move the family to their new hotne at Macksburg. 

Since then~ the original farmstead has been under continual agricultural cultivation with the majority of 
the acreage still under the controJ of the Kraxberger family :. one hundred years .later, This particular 
application covers 50 .65 of the original 156 acres . Ownership of this land parcel is set forth below : 

.John (.Johann) Kraxherger : Ownership fforr1 1892 to '1909 
Adolph Kraxberger (his son) : Ownership frotn 1909 to 1949 
Oscar Kraxberger (his son) : Ownership fro.m 1949 to 1982 
Mary McKay (his daughter): Ownership ft·om 1982 to 200 I 

Over the years~ the agricultural aspects of this farm have varied . Cattle and livestock first graced the 
l.and . For many years:> wheat and other grains were aLso grown. Then in the 1950's, Oscar Kraxberger 
hegan to raise turkeys, which became his main source of income for over 30 years . Next came years of 
QTowinQ: onions_ and then 2:rass seed .. which is still hein2: farmed here todav. 
lo.,J '-' J ,_, I 'wJ .) 

With this application, this makes the farm in question the third farm on S. Kraxberger Rd ., to apply for 
Centurv Farm status. The other two being the Centurv Farms of Sie2:fried Kraxbenzer and Phil 

-' '"""' .., ~ ._. 
Kraxherger 
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,OUI No . 71)--IAIOAIN AND IAU 0110 (IA41•14wol ot Co,,o...of. 

1·1·14 

IAIOAIN AND SAU DIID 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That . .OSCAR A•. C. KRAXBERGER, surviving spouse
of MARGARET E.. KRAXBERGER. deceased... .. ........... . ... ...... .......... ,hereina/terCJJIIed~rantor, 

for the consid~ration hereinafter stated, does hereby ~rant, bar~ain, sell and com•ey unto 
MARY E. McKAY 

hereinafter called Arant~e. and unto tr11nlre's heirs, successors and assiAns a/1 of tlrat artain rea/ property witi1 the 
tene~nts, heredit11ment11 11nd appurtemtncell thereunto belon~inA or in anywi,. appertaininA, situated in the County 
of Clackamas , State of OreAon, described as follows, to-wit: 
The Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 14, in Township 4 South, 
Range 1 East of ~he Willamette Meridian, also: 
Part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 14, in Township 4 South, 
Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, described as follows: 
Beginning at the southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of 
said Section 14, thence West 9196 chains; thence North 2°45' East 13.03 chains; thence 
East 1.878 chains; thence North to the center of the County Road; thence 
, Southeasterly in the center of said County Road to an angle corner which is North 

:~ 
1 

' 1.65 chains and North 13° West 13.90 chains from the point of beginning; thence North 
1 · 46° East 5.?6 chains, more or less, in the c•.:::i;er of said road to the 1/16 section 
line; thence South 18.35 chains along said l/i6th section line to the place of beginning. 

:i'. 
• t:l ,  ' 

RESERVING, HOWEVER, unto the Grantor a life estate for the life of the Grantor. 

A~SO, RESERVING, unto Flore~ce L. Kraxberger the right to reside in the residence 
Sltuated on the above descr1bed property during her lifetime and so long as she may 
~esire to do so and pro~ided that the said Florence L. Kraxberger will pay all taxes, 
1nsurance and normal ma1ntenance and upkeep on said residence during the period of her 
tenancy and hold the Grantee herein harmless therefrom. 

!IF SPACE INSUFfiC:(NT, CONTINU( D!SCI,TION ON t[V[IS( SID(! 

To Have 11nd to Hold the same unto the said Arantee and ~rantte's heirs, successors and assi,Zns forever. 

The true and actual consideration paid lor this transfer, stated in terms ol dollars, is$ NIL 
0However, the actual consideration consists of or includes other property or value ~Ziverl o1· promised which is 

..:::.t':!o::.. consideration iindicate which).0(The wnt11nce Mtwe.n the aymbola0,il not appli~ble,ahould be deleted. SH ORS 93.030.) 
In construinA this deed and where the context so requires, the sinAulat includes the plural and all ArammatiCJJI 

chsn,zes sha/1 be implied to make the provisions hereof apply equally to Cf!r"'ations and)to individuals. 
In Witness Whereof, the Arantor ha!> executed this instru~nt this J~- . day of ~.. , 19.82 .; 

if  a corporate Arantor, it has caused its name to be siAned and ~al affixed by its o/lice~;s, duly authorized thereto by 

order of its bo.ard of directors. /..1~ ,  • '--;::5// -~ . 
0-C~cvt.. /J.. C-/~l~~·G..-'Z.r:.. 

Uf •••cvte4 ~• c•rpeN~I..., 
eHi•c..,......N ...II 

STATE OF OREGON, ) 	 STATE OF OREGON, County ol.. ........ ............................................... ) ••·  

........... .. ................... ........ .............,I'·········· ···•  
Pereonally appeared ........................................... .................................... and 

............................................................................................who, beitt4 duly awOI'n, 

each 101' himwll and not one ICN the other, did uy that the former i• tlw 

......~::.~~J~~i· · · ·. ::·: ·;~ ·:·a-2· : ~.... 
l'ertonally appeared th. above n11med 

............ ...... ...................... .................. ............. prelident and that the latter ia tiN#  ...OSCAR..A•...C......KRAXBERGER............................. .....  
··· ···· 	 .... ...... ... .. ............ ..... .................. NCret,r, ol ............................... ...........  

..~.: ··..-: ····,.; · ···1r··· ..... ··· ·· · ··  ···  ·· ···· ······  ···· ·· 	
corpor•tion,......................... ...... . ... ... ........ ....... .............................. ........... .... ... ,  •  

..'. ·/_~...J ,'.•·' ~ h..fl!l~knowled4ed the lore,oin' inllru· and that tiMI Mal alliud to the tore,oin' ln1trument i• tiMI corporate 1eaf 
~t.~·":, ~·:; ~i.~~· voluntary act and dflfl<l. of uid corP<Hation and that uid instru,.,nt wa1 ,;,ned and ....ted in be->..~ .. . 

hall of uid corporation by authority ol /11 board ol directore: and each etl 
them acknowledl«/ uid lnetrumtnt to be Ita 'Voluntary act and dflfld.{.. \: · -· : 	 .. Be/ore ma:.:".&,~'{; ~--c: ~

f.
(~~ 
/tJii:ICfAL . . ,.  \ .: .  .  ..  ... .. ... .. .. (OFFICIAL 
. 1f!ii.L) • , J • ; '- .• •• SEAL) 
~ ·~ . ,·'  · ~ . Notar·; l!c r Oreton Notary Public lor Ore,on 
.··,;··· ·· ··· r, .... 11/30/84
")~~:. ~ .:_.'j :Md'~o.n eJtpire• ...............  . . 	 My commiNlon upire•:  

OSC:~Jf t:.~·~ C~·II::RAXBERGER 
10692'-s,:..-Kraxberger Road 
Canby, Oregon 97013 	 ~~!i!; 

:u . ~10 ... c 

K4RY E. McKAY 	 ;,.2h a 
w-Y~·~~u /to~~4. {'(<', .. :o u .. ,1607 S. E. 141st Street 	 ., tl A• ,~ :.c
a-?of11Vancouver, WN 98664 	 -o.::.j• ... -	 ~ 
~ ; ro 	 c{/~: . ·,:;';~~~:~:~i~1::=; 

cC 	
~~ 

REIF &REIF 	 Suf!;; - · : ··~-~ . "~~~~:l J 
• ~- 0 ~ 	 ~ 273 N. Grant 	 i -:_·.·. <·ft ~ ' )f· I:J <...> 

~ ;,;()zi .!:·o ...Canby, Oregon 97013 Clll 	
1£ixit \~~~ ~:···.:r;;:1:~;tl~~. i> 

~u ci~~~p c::a ' " -···--~~' ~ i
0'0 z · ~< ~7 1.:t -~.... uLittell • ch.... :• • ••vett•4 ell ••• .,.....,..,.,, thell W tMI t• the fell•wiAI •1114rett u~;!! 

('..J · -:-.,.~ .OSCAR A. C. ~~XqERuER · ~ ~ 	 :;;
r 

It 
...ho&s;

10692 S. Kraxberge~ Road ~~fiu"i 	 ! 0 i5A 
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Krax~)eryer- Road frontage aJor1g S ubject Homesite 

F' r.:·.on t a n d F. as t e n d o f D\.J e ll i n g 



I'' c o 1 ' t a n d We s t e n c1 o [ I) we l l i_ r1q 

'l'he Gar:-aqe and Shop 8uil()i_ng 



l.arge Meta1 War.-ehouse 

T h e ~1 a c h i n e S h e (l 



Panoramic view showing Homesite and Building location 



Panoramic view of Grass Seed field on the upper Bench 



Dead - end c:Jr-aveJ pLov.ides access to lower- Bench 

. " ~:~: ;~ .':~i 
I  

a CLopfieJd on the lowe[" Bench 



A Lake on the lower Bench 

The 2nd Lake partially surrounded by trees 



Wooded slope seperates upper and low bench land 



EXTRA SUBJECT PHOTO ADDENDUM File No. 2827-442  
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Front of Subject 
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