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i3 8 I 
To qua li fy as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 1.0 acres with 
a g~oss income from farm us e of not less t han $500 per year f or three out 
of the five years irrunediately preceding application f or Century Farm honors . 

PLEAoE PRINT 

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS- -1974 
(Rul es Attached) 

Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1974 

Does your farm .comply with the definition at top of page? __ __,tJf-------1 ____________________ __ 

Na~e of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print): -----

did he come from?~/,~·~;_-...;..:.._~----- ----
How many families have farmed this land? 

-----"""--------------------~----~------------~ 

Who farms land today? You?_,X-'---- A renter? _____ A manager? ______ Other? __ _ 

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation? 
/, -----------

IL. 

Has the farm ever been rented? How many times has original farm . been !!!?'-_,_..,.+J 

Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about t his farm. 

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of 
your knowledge? __ ·~..--·-------

Mail to: Oregon Dept . of Agriculture 
Agriculture Bldg., Salem, OR 97310 

of owner) . 



~ 

· Page 2 - 1974 Century Farm Application 
/_ /~1 . J!L7 

Submitted by~~~, ::_:VC/~,-~~~~.k!Z!:_~~=:::z:___L--'.~~~~~~~~~~~. 
(Name and Address) 

ADD I TIONAL INFOR.i.\1ATION 

, '/,, '_/~ ;z/:U ,~~~~-z-a../ ~ ~.,,.__. JL ~~LU~ 

~~a.LC..~~/~~--' 1?~6-J~ yd~ 

.~~ ~'<-- ~<-<./ d~~· r-Pn. r~ ~ ~ 
~ ?' ·.~ ~1~ ~~ ~- ::!./~ ~~ 
~y·~~ .~~~ 

rf.#<-<-- -~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
fo ~, ~ ~ ~J ~ #c--v~ _2-~/ 
~ ~ ~,.,6_, ..da..I ~ ~ ~ 4-_L;__,J ~ ~ 
~~~~, - ··.· 

. ~"!pt3df~ -1- ~~.~~~ . 
'/ ~P• ,#cai? 1 ice..-.. ,~ ~~~~· 



Form A - Century Farm Program 

Or~gon Department of Agriculture 
Oregon Historical Society 

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM 

I hereby certify that the farm for which~ 6?t'5 ~- (~ 
(Own r's name and ad SS) 

is applying for Century Farm Honors, has been in his family continuously for 

100 or more years. Accordi_ng to the records in my office under my custody and 

controlo 

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THIS 7th day of June, 

* 

*Please strike office not applicable 
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STATE OF OREGON,}ss. 
COUNTY OF UNION, 

I, ~hirley L. Bolin 

.. 

, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the C01mty Court 

of Union County, State of Oregon, do hereby certify that the foregoing copy of Deed Book A Page 653 a deed from W.B. Snodgrass to John Rynearson. 

·----------------- - - ---- has been compared by me with the original, 
and it is ·a correct t ranscript therefrom, and the whole of such original ___.D.._.e.._.e__,d...__ _ _ _______ _ 

as the same appears Of REcord in my office and in my custody. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court 
. 7 June 74 this day of , A.D. 19 _ _ 

Shirley L. Bolin County Clerk 

i.~ltu.R. a=/ll /J.£11° Deputy 
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LAST 0ILL ANV TESTALlENT OP 

n~o ·,· /1LL TJE I· ~ T}Y 7H"Ei:SE EtS3 .b~WrS ' Thn t I ' ELLA HY1::K41{.JON ' 

of La r~r:::inde , 1Jnton County , Orepon , beinrr o f sound r:md cJ.i~;nosin.~ 

ndncl et n d memory , over the age o f twe n t y - one yer r s , not actin;: 1nic1.e r 

r.iny dnr ess or fraud , 8nd viewinf . the uncert a inty o f human li f e a n d 

desi r i n p; to mcke pro~;is ion f o r t h e c ont rol ancl cli::m osi tion or my 

p roperty to be cc-:rriod in to ef f eet af t e r my d e e tl1 , d o hereby 

publish 8n<l clec l cre this t o be my l ast vd ll C'ncl tes t Bme n t , arn.l I 

he reb~r rev oke any Pnd e ll ·wills tmd cod icils t he r et o tha t rr.ay 

have been made by me he r e tof ore • 

.:.•
1 LfoT : I direc t my E.x;e c u tor , as he r einaf t e r rwraecl , to 

see t ~·rnt al l my just debts a r e pa i d , t og ether wi t h the · e x pense s 

of my l nst si c kness and f 1m e r a l, ond t h8.t my bod;r be rrive n 

de c en t interr1ent s 11itabl e to my st e. tion i n l ife . 

3ECOND: I he reb y d evise a n d be q1Jeath to my Br a nd-

dB_n~ht e r , Phyll is Hyne a r s on , ( one of the ch il d r e n of my d ec eas e d 

son Ge orr;e H~rne:-irson ) , the sum of ·Ten ( ~? 1 0 . 00 ) DollHr s . 

TJUrm : I he r e b7 prov i de t hB.t a l l o f t"i1e hou s e hol d 

fixtu r es and ho1Jsehol d ennipment s i. t ua te d i n my home and locnte d 

on my fa r m pr ope r ty North of La G~r nde , Ore F~ on , shB.1 1 g.o to 
/ 

my p: r a n d - danrhte r, :3e s s tD. S crih er , who i s the daurhte r of m) 

de c easeL1 deuphtor , Be ss J . S c r i b er . 

FOU~TH : I h ereb y p rovi de t ha t the S outhwest one - f ourth 

o f t he Nor thwes t one - f ourth of Se ction 32 Tv1p . 2 S ., R . 38 E . i.J . i\~ ., 

1lnion Cou n t y , Ore r, on , a n d a ll o f the. t pe.rt of t he 1J orth we st one -

f ourth of t he So11thwest one - f ou rth o f sa i d S ec tion 32 l yin~ nor t h 

of the Con.nt:r r 0 ad lcnown e.s the uBl o c k Hawk Tr .e.i l 11 shall b e 

divided into two eriuF.l part s by a l ine d r awn nor)th and south 

throur:h srJid 1 2nc1s ns :::b ove des crl11ed , a n d tbe vTGst one - hri lf 

is here'.l:r de'riserl s11a r e 2n d s:!:lnre e l iko t o r1y r- r ::-i. rn.l~hi l d rGn , 

}'rane es I1yneEJrson , rind Ge or .r:e ·,Jill i am Tiynenrson , (chi l d r en of 

• ' ~- ' · ·: •* h . .•.•. 
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my dece.ssed son , Ge orge Ryne a rson) share and shRre 2.like , nnd t h e 

e~st on2 - h2lf t he r e o f is he reby devised to m;r rrr.tmdd8v 0·hte r , 

·-'ess 0cr:Lber , who is t he rla1wht er of m7 decefised cJ.~rnphte r , Ress 

J . Scriber . 

FIFTH : I hereby p rovide t ha t all of tha t part of the 

n orthwest one - fourth of the southwest one - f ourth of Section 32 

tha t is o-.vned h7 me 8nd t het lies south of t h e C01mty road know~ 

"" the 11 Bl 8 c k Hmvk Tr8.il tt running throu,r·;h said premises , ond all 

of' thst ?art of t he sout hwest one - four th of the southwest one -

f ourth of said Sec tion 32 lying north of the north bank or the 

Grande Honde Hiver , nnd t hat is OV!ned by me , shall be div i ded 

into tvrn ports b~r H line runninr; due north 2.nd south across 

said premises so des crihed pnd immedit::itely ad j 0 cer:it to and. vrest 

of t h e l a r ge barn now situated t he reon ; and a ll .of that par t of 

said l Ands so de s cribed that lies west of t he said line I hereby 

J.evise to F r ,?nces i"lynearson , end Georr-e William Rynearson , ( children 

of my de ce ased son , Georg e ~~ynears on), share A.nd she' re a like o.nd 

rl l of that pa rt of s Pid described p remises l yin~ eest of said 

1 Lne is hereby dev 1 sed to Bess Scribe r , t he daug hter of m~ 

c1 e c e as e d. Cl RU r,h t e r , n e s s J • ::-> c ri b e r • 

SIXTH : I hereby provide that all of t h e rest Bnd 

esidne of my propert ;r of whrtts oever kind or n·Bture and rvhe resoever 

.:.il tuated , shnll be d ivided into two eoual narts , with one part 

thereof beinc; hereby devised to my g randdaughter , 3 ess Scribe r , 

t h e daur;hter of my deceasyd d8 u~hter , Bess J . :.:>criher , and the 

other part there of be ing devised to my firandchil\lren , F' r 8.nce s 

nyne8 rson , E'.nd Cle orr~c .'Jllliam I1ynear3on , (chi l dren of my decep.sed 

s .on , George Hynearson) , share end s hare a like . 

8~VT~1~TJI : I hereby nominote and app oint , The First 

National BAnk o f Portl an d , Ore~on , a national bankin~ corp oration , 

2s the Execvtor of t >ti. s , my 12st w111 and test r-iment . 

· ·~1111'-.. ••"'.t.~ ""*"<... .. ...: • .:; ..... ~'V>a _ .. ; th.._wt""' ..... .... . ,h , • ..,.,, 

' J.: !~' L,•-r .. ~·~·~\.~ ~· •. \ •' ~ ~\~ \'"~ . .,.. :;,4 
'I ~~' .. 

'1.tY.., r • . "'· 

:•·J :~, .. "P,r>, ~:, ... ~~ .. :~ . "' 1 ·-·:>:·< . •:;..> .. 
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IN T r7~::.> T n:o1,·;y 1ilfc::Hl:WF , I ha v e he r eunto subscribed m; 

n eme imd af f lxe rl. m:r s e 2- l to t h is , .unst v;i l l ~n'J te.stm.1en t , 

LD Gr ande , ur eo: on , on ·thi s the /J dB:r of Ap r J l , 1 0 48 . 

[l t 

H~ 1r.U8 PHL:S ..:~i.rGE or_, ' 1.L I , '2.i 11·JTI:E.::iSES ; 

J/ari~ r --; - - -
1ii e , vrh ose nr.rnes appear as wi tnesses hereto , cl o he reh; 

certifv that t}1e forer;o:Lne Bnd within named ~LLA HYNEAR30F , vrho 

is !Je r s onr:;_ ll;r J~n own t o each of 1Js , did in our pre s ence de cl a re 

nd n 11blish the fore~oin~ i n s trument t o be h er l Ast wi ll and 

test n.ment , anJ. s he s i n·ned the same and o.ffi.xed he r seal the reto 

8 n d we , ri t he r re r' uo s t an cl in her presen c e '"'n c1 i n t ~--ie pre sen c e of 

each other , s ir;nc cl 011r nr..n-,es 83 w.i. tness es ::s the~T nnneHr here in . 

D2tecl at LFl Gr l'nde , Ure;; o,n , t hJ_s t he /j---(J cla7 of April 

1 ~) 1fJ . 

./ 

-. · .. 1'1,, 
J. 

' 

£/CZ:~ 
c{Jfa -

B0111I AT LA G W!~NDE , OHJ~G OL 

t:i, I\ '• """:.~'-- -



STATE OF OREGON,}ss. 
COUNTY OF UNION, 

I, Shirley · L. Bolin , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Circuit Court 

of Union County, State of Oregon, do hereby certify that the foregoing copy of 

Last Will and Testament of Ella Rynearson - In the Matter of the Estate of Ella Rynearson 

·----- - -- ----------- -------- has been compared by me with the original, 

and it is a corr ect transcript therefrom, and the whole of such original W ..... i .... 1 .... 1~-----------

as the same appears on file and of record in my office and in my custody. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court 

this -2th .Tune , A.D. 19-24-



WAHRAN'TY DEED 

KN01 ALL M~N DY THESE PRESENTS, That Bruce J . Rynearson and 
Marcia L. Rynearson , husban and wife, hereinafter.called the 
Granters, in considAration 9f One Thousand Dollars to Granters 
paid by George W. Rynearson and ~artha J . Rynearson, husband and 
wife , hereinafter called the Grantees do hereby ~rant , bargain, 
sell and convey unto the said Grantees and their heirs , successors 
antl assigns , tl1at certain real prop~rty, with the tenements, here-
ditaments and appurtenances thereunto belon.e;ing or appertainine; , 
situated in the County or.union, State of Oregon , ,described as 
follows, to-wit : 

Comme ncing at a point where the center line of the county 
road known as the Ulack liawk Trail intersects the west 
line of the southwest quarter of Section 32 , Township 2 
South , Ran Ge 38 East of the Willamette 1eridian (said 
oint be inc; found by survey to be 33110 . 11 feet south of the 

northwest corner of saiJ Section 32); thence sbuth 80 ° 
1) ' East alon the center llne of said BJac,·~ Hawk Trall 
16).'.J feet; thence south parallel with and 158 .7 fee 
east of the west line of said I:! 1/11 ,..,ection 32 a dis-
tance of 7 86 . ) feet to a Lf 2 11 rod placed on the fence 1 ine 
on the north bank of Grande Ronde niver · th~nce wes e lJ 
alon~ said fence line o the we st llne of said Section 
3~; then~e rorth on sald section 1 ne a distance of 30S feet 
more or less to the point of ber,innin ~ . 

Jo:.ACt~ Prl'ING THEHEFROM ·a parcel of land con veyed by d e tJ 
recorded in book 129 at pa~e 3~6 deed recordg o f Vnion 
County ; Ore~on , particularly described as follows : ~ ~ e 
r:irrnirw at the polnt where the ' 011 ~ 1 sid~ of the roa i 
( rno1m locally as 11 'l'he Black Hawk Trail 11

) that runs cn...,t 
and wcs t th ou "h the "i 1/2 of the l· 1/2 o .S ec ti on 3.c. 
'l'o 1-.r is hip 2 Sou tll, Ranp;e 38 E\'/fJI, intersec i C' tile i·1es 1 i. ne 
of said Section 32; runninr; thence f,outh on the Sccticp . 
line 100 feet; thence east 100 feet· t~1en e north 100 
f eet , more or less, to the south siac of said road· ti1ence 
w st alon, the south side of said road, 100 feet , more or 
less , to the point of bep;inning . 

SUd JECT to eastment for county roac~ Ci.Hack Hav:~~ 'I'rail) 
over a nd across the.north side, o f said land; subject also 
to easements for utilities ancl c itch ri ,hts as same a pear 
of re,cord or ex,,ist on and ac ross said premises . 

'10 11/\VE A D 'l'O HOLD the above described antl p:ran tcd premises 
unto Lhe said Grantees and Grantees ' heirs, successors anti assiG s 
forever. ~ 

/\nd said Granters herebv covenant to and with sa.ld Grantees 
and Oran tees ' heir" , sucdess~rs and assigns, that r.rantors a .. :e law-
fully sei:t.e in fee simple o~f the above p;ranted premises free fron 
all encumlrances, and that Granters will warrant and forever defend 
Lllc a ove r;ranted premises and every part an parcel thereof ar:;ainst 
the lawful claims and demands af all persons whomsoever . 

1: l'l' ,Jl.:. ~3 grant ors ' hands and seals this J..d.day ·or January, 1970. 

; 
. ) I 

J • ":''' '... # ; :·, _.• .~~,f( IL \ 

t' " ' 
/ / / ... ..;.. /.. 9 

.A. ( t · 

/ 

., " . 

G?:=:~~"v'-"( 'EAL) 

~(ta_,,z ~- (SEAL) 



S'l'ATE OF OREGON: 

COUNTY OF UNION: 

Personally appeared the 
Marcia L. Rynearson, and acknowledged t~e 

1 \\tor ~e their voluntary · act and deed . 
• s::, \\ ·- •• r 
' Q.. 1 \ 

::\ 0 T .. ,, I . : ~ ~ . Before me: 

: t 
Notary Public for Oregon 
My commission expir;s 12-22-7 2 

270G2 

Comity at Unn n ~ - ss 

I cerrty that the within' instrument 

· • 'ritmg wa:; 10ceivQd-fo1· record on 

t.. e . ... . d :£. ..... .... '. ..... day of 

.' . 0 ......... . 19 70 .at .//... 
ck?\_ /\/1 .• ond 1ecord d on page 

~:~~fo 00~ ~~.~"':;:~:;' 
.. --~uty Clerk, 

y~ ~rrpuJy. 



....._. ____ ........_.._ ............. -~·~...:. ........ .........__.; ·~. 
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Rick Read - Wm Rynearson Century Farm - artide for March 22 issue 

From: "David Yerges" <kdyerges@eoni.com> 
To: "Rick Read" <rickr@ohs.org> 
Date: 03/20/2001 9:36 AM 
Subject: Wm Rynearson Century Farm - article for March 22 issue 

The William Rynearson Century Farm 
By Trish Y erges 

"This farm is over 130 years old," said Bill Rynearson, present owner of the William M. Rynearson century 
farm on Blackhawk Trail Lane of La Grande. "Five or six years after the farm turned 100 years old, a friend 
suggested that I apply for a century farm certificate," explained Bill. He did just that and received his honorary 
certificate at the Oregon State Fair in Salem. Today his century farm certificate hangs proudly on Bill's kitchen 
wall. Since his grandfather, William M. Rynearson, homesteaded the quarter section in 1864, it has been 
operated by several family members including Bill, who since 1951, has been taking his tum at the family 
plow. Bill, who will tum 70 years old this coming April, explained how his grandfather developed it, his father 
farmed it and how he has worked to keep it. 

William Rynearson was born September 6, 1845 to Joseph and Elizabeth (Webster) Rynearson, both from 
pioneer families in Pennsylvania. He had seven siblings, among whom were Abe W. (1830), John (1834), 
Lemuel, Margaret and Elizabeth. In 1864, when William was 19 years old, he came across the plains following 
his brother Abe, who settled in the Grande Ronde Valley in 1862. Upon arriving, he went to work for Abe and 
settled on land just east of Abe's farm. A year later in 1865, their brother, John, arrived in the valley with the 
Joseph Faile train. He also settled on an adjacent property so that, with his acquisition, a broad span of 
Rynearson land developed on both sides of the Grande Ronde River. Part of their combined properties later 
became known as La Grande's Rynearson Addition. 

William was married on December 30, 1879 to Ella Taal. Ella was born December 17, 1860, the oldest of ten 
children in G.M. and Lew (Rysdam) Taal family. William and Ella had four children, Mamie (b.June 9, 1880-
d.Oct. 20, 1882), Bessie (b.Sept. 7, 1884), a premature son, and George (b.April 27, 1888). The family lived 
on a self-sufficient farm including a two story house that Bill said "was built without a stud." William also 
drilled a well and built the following outbuildings: a blacksmith shop, a barn, three octagonal granary storage 
bins, a hog house, a root cellar, a smokehouse and a garage. Of these the house, garage and granary bins still 
remain on the property. 

William's farm bordered the river and Indians from the Cayuse, Nez Perce and Umatilla tribes routinely camped 
along the river's bank as they dug camas. The squaws approached Ella with beaded jewelry and handmade 
crafts in trade for hay. They packed the hay in their blankets and carried them over their backs to their 
livestock at the camp. It was a regular occurrence for the Rynearsons to share their land with these Native 
American campers. William also u·sed the river as his source of fish. In his blacksmith shop he forged fish 
spears which he used for his own fishing purposes. Recently, Bill discovered one that was buried in the dirt, a 
remnant of his grandfather's early spear fishing days. William and John enjoyed hunting deer and elk and 
were usually very successful as the animals roamed in great numbers in that area. On one occasion when they 
went hunting, they brought back a trailer full of deer to skin and butcher. This supply of meat lasted for years. 
William and John were apparently always on the alert for hunting opportunities as Bill explained, "I heard 
stories of how they would be working in the fields one moment, and then stop, leave their equipment set right 
there and be off hunting the next." The Rynearson brothers also engaged in handling hogs, so between the wild 
game and farm livestock, the smokehouse was in constant use. "The smokehouse had been used so much that 
it was pure black inside," Bill said. 

file://C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\GW}00002.HTM 03/20/2001 
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Besides handling hogs, William and John became occupied in a few other business pursuits including buying 
and selling agricultural land, harvesting and selling timber, freighting and mining. In 1893, they took up 
mining a few properties at the head of the Grande Ronde River. One mine, which they owned exclusively, was 
called 'Last Chance', located between two placer districts in Camp Carson. It was a fissure vein, six feet wide 
of solid granite walls, valued at that time, at six dollars per ton. It was a productive mine for the Rynearsons. 
"Rumor had it that granddad and John hid their gold under a heavy anvil in the barn, but I moved that anvil and 
dug that floor all up, and there was no gold there," chuckled Bill. 

William and his bachelor brother, John, shared their lives together until 1906, when John, 71, died of food 
poisoning. William inherited John's farm at that time. Their oldest brother, Abe, preceded them in death when 
he was knocked off a foot bridge by a floating log, swept away and drowned in the current of the Grande Ronde 
River in 1899. Abe's farm was left to "Cad" Catherine Anderson's daughter and later sold out of the family. 
William died nearly nine months after his brother, John, on June 7, 1907. All of the Rynearson brothers along 
with other family members were buried in the family plot at Hill Crest Cemetery in La Grande. 

William's wife, Ella, remained on the farm and her nineteen year old son, George William, took over its 
operation. Unlike his father, George did not rely on a secondary business to support the farm. He did buy 60 
acres of timberland, presumably from his mother's Taal relatives, who had large holdings in timber. Other than 
that, the profile of the century farm did not change, as he operated the farm with all the traditional 
methodologies of that era. "He was strictly a farmer," Bill said of his father. On July 3, 1913, George married 
Ethyl Frances Sweeney of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and they initially lived in the Rynearson home with Ella, 
but two months later, Ethyl put in her request for her own house. George complied, trading hogs for lumber 
from Fox Hill with which to build it. It was built just west of the old homestead. Today, the little house is 
occasionally visited by Rynearson cattle as it weakly leans into the trees that have grown up beside it. 

Their 12 years of marriage were blessed with three children, Frances (1919), Phyllis (1922), and Bill (1931). 
During Ethyl's third pregnancy, George became seriously ill. "He had been digging up potatoes in the garden in 
the rain and got sick with pneumonia. He was treated with sulfa drugs, but in those days they didn't have 
antibiotics or anything like we have today," Bill explained. Knowing his prognosis was grim, George told his 
wife that he was sure this last baby would be a boy and that she should name their son after him. George, 44, 
died of pneumonia on October 25, 1930, and on April 14, 1931, Ethyl gave birth to their only son. She fulfilled 
her husband's wishes and named the baby George William "Bill" Rynearson. "Dad died before I was born, so I 
never knew him," said Bill. 

After George's death, the farm was operated by Ella's son-in-law and Bessie Rynearson's husband, Clare J. 
Scriber, whom she married on December 3, 1902. When Clare died in 1939, Ella leased the land to various 
farmers in shares for the next 11 years. After her own death on May 17, 1950, forty acres of the century farm 
were sold to pay off outstanding debts. The residual portion of the estate (120 acres) was then divided among 
three heirs. The majority of the estate including the William Rynearson residence was given to Bessie Scriber's 
daughter, "Little Bessie" (b.1905), then Mrs. William Meroney. Two other equal parcels of 18.5 acres each 
were given to Bill and his sister, Frances. Frances' inheritance went to her son, Bruce Rynearson (b.1942) and 
was later sold. Bess Meroney also sold her inheritance out of the family, at which time Bill was able to redeem 
thirty acres of it. Consequently, Bill is now the sole descendant having unbroken ties to the Rynearson century 
farm. 

Reflecting upon his childhood on the century farm, Bill joked, "I was raised by a bunch of women!" No doubt, 
because during the thirty years preceeding his mother's death on October 29, 1960, she never remarried. 
Consequently, the women who raised him to manhood included his mother, two sisters, Grandma Ella and Aunt 
Bessie Scriber. He received his elementary education at the Imbler and Fruitdale schools and his secondary 
education at La Grande High School. "I remember going to Imbler school for 1st grade when I was about 4 
years old. My mother had a job in Imbler as a telephone operator, and so she sent me to school when she 
worked. I went to Imbler school with the Westenskows, McKinnises, Wilsons and others. Then I attended 
Fruitdale School through 8th grade and went to La Grande for high school," Bill recounted. 

file ://C: \WINDOWS\ TEMP\GW} 00002.HTM 03/20/2001 



Page 3 of 4 

In high school, he met Miss Martha Jeanne Bush, whom he married after graduation on June 26, 1949. "I 
married my high school sweetheart," Bill reminisced. After their marriage, they rented a little house behind 
Dover's in La Grande for $25.00 a month while Bill worked as an apprentice at the Observer for $27.00 a 
week. While working at the Observer, he heard of a job opening with a local sanitation business, so he applied 
there. He was hired and worked at this occupation for the next 13 years. Martha also worked at times, 
holding jobs at J.C. Penney's, Woolworths and Valley Sausage. 

During these years Bill and Martha had three children, Mike (1950), Dave (1951) and Debbie (1955). "In 1951 
when Mike was just a little baby, we moved into the little house on the Rynearson farm," said Bill. This little 
house was located immediately west of the William Rynearson home and was once the residence of the Chinese 
gardeners who worked for the Rynearsons and other neighboring farmers. The house was made with lumber 
from the Bowman Hicks mill and was built by the Rynearsons. It was unheated so "when my wife scrubbed the 
floors, you could skate on them," said Bill. During the summer of 1962, Bill and Martha razed this house and 
built a new home over the same site. In the process of preparing the ground for the new foundation, Bill 
discovered an underground tunnel dug by their Chinese tenants. It was just large enough for a petite man to 
crawl through on his belly, and it ran from under the kitchen of the house to the barn. "I filled it in," said Bill, 
but not without thinking about the history the Rynearsons and that house had with the Chinese. 

The Chinese had come to La Grande with the railroad in 1884, and several hundred settled there permanently. 
They found employment as cooks, laundrymen, merchants, house servants and gardeners, among other things. 
Many farmers were hiring the Chinese because of their industriousness and work performance. Abe Rynearson 
convinced his brothers, John and William, to take in one young Chinese boy named Ying. Ying took up 
residence in the Rynearson's little tenant house and worked as a house servant, gardener and farm laborer. He 
became well liked and respected by the Rynearsons and La Grande citizens for his intelligence and the 
successful fruits of his labors. The Rynearsons eventually rented their garden to Ying, and his produce cart was 
a familiar sight in La Grande. Ying stayed with the Rynearsons for about 18 years before leaving La Grande 
during the Tong War in 1917. 

Actually, the seeds of trouble for the Chinese were sown much earlier in the Geary Law of 1892. This federal 
law required that all Chinese laborers register if they wished to stay in this country. Those not complying 
would be deported. The government's laxity in enforcing this law caused some prejudiced citizens to take the 
law into their own hands, especially in 1893, when an economic depression made jobs scarce for American 
families. Resentment grew against the working Chinese in La Grande, and a mob of locals took it upon 
themselves to round up the Chinese and put them on trains headed out of town. However, the Rynearsons were 
unbiased humanitarians, and they did not join in this cruel sentiment. They offered protection to Ying on the 
farm, and soon other fleeing Chinese crossed the river onto the Rynearson's property and came to Ying's house 
for refuge. A mob followed, threw open the door of Ying's house, and instead of finding a house full of 
frightened Chinese men, they were greeted by Abe Rynearson's red haired daughter, Catherine "Cad", sitting 
with a shotgun across her lap. She asked the men what they wanted, to which they insisted she surrender all 
Chinese over to them. With a fire in her eyes that matched her hair she proclaimed, "Well, you are not going to 
take any Chinamen from here, now you gentlemen git!" They did, and because of this young woman's 
courage, the Chinese stayed with the Rynearsons in safety. The men who partook in the mob action were soon 
afterward arrested and prosecuted. 

Seventy years later, in 1962, Bill was putting the tunnel and its history to rest with his back hoe. Bill was not 
only preparing the century farm to become his family's permanent residence, but the headquarters of his new 
business, "Bill's Excavating". Since 1962, when he began his business, he has put in hundreds of septic systems 
for residents in this county. "I've gone through nine back hoes," Bill said. It was his business that helped him 
pay the century farm taxes and to buy farm equipment over the years. "I bought used equipment on time and 
then upgraded as I could afford it," recalled Bill. Reflecting on how a second income has enabled the family to 
retain title to the century farm, Bill said, "My grandad's blacksmithing helped support the farm. My dad didn't 
have a second business. He just farmed, but the excavating business helps me keep this place going," said Bill. 
Consequently, when he'd rather be spending his retirement fishing, he's working to keep the farm instead. "I'm 
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not retired, just tired," he said with his characteristic grin. 

Bill's wife, Martha, died of cancer on January 29, 1988, after nearly 39 years of marriage. Since then, Bill has 
continued to operate the farm and run his excavating business. It makes for long days as he bums the midnight 
oil tending to the many duties associated with field work. He's currently leasing 250 acres in addition to the 42 
acres of his century farm. On these acres he pastures cattle, having just 11 head at the moment, and plants 
alfalfa, barley and wheat. His wheat crops have produced consistently high yields, usually 90-100 bushels per 
acre. Besides his farm, Ii vestock and commercial crops, Bill has his own personal vegetable garden where he 
grows com, potatoes, green string beans, beets, onions and garlic among other things. He's certainly at home 
and comfortable on the Rynearson century farm. After all, "Everything I have is paid for. I don't owe a dime 
on it," Bill said with satisfaction. He has handled his inheritance responsibly and with respect for those who 
poured their own sweat into its furrows before him. 

Contemplating the future of the century farm, Bill has some doubts whether or not it will be kept in the family. 
"There comes a time when you have to make some hard decisions," he said. For the time being, he's put off 
those decisions as he spends his days working the soil in one fashion or another. 
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Rick Read - John P. Good Century Farm, Union County, Oregon 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Rick, 

"David Yerges" <kdyerges@eoni.com> 
"Rick Read" <rickr@ohs.org> 
04/08/2001 7:00 PM 
John P. Good Century Farm, Union County, Oregon 

I did the Good interview last Saturday and got the info you 
requested as follows: 

Name of applicant: Richard Good (current owner) 

Township: 
Range: 
Sections: 

2TN 
40E 
4,5,6,7,8,9 

Specifically: 

Section: 4 
SW 1/4 of NW 1/4 
NW 1/4 of SW 1/4 
SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 

Section: 5 
SE 1/4 of NE 1/4 
S 1/2 of Sec 5 

Section: 6 
SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 
SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 
All of SE 1/4 

Section: 7 
NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 
NW 1/4 of NE 1/4 
NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 

Section: 8 
NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 
NW 1/4 of NE 1/4 
NE 1/4 of NW 1/4 
NW 1/4 of NW 1/4 

Section: 9 
NW 1/4 of NW 1/4 
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