
CFR 0867 

Robert Temple Cresswell 



APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS 

Deadline for filing applications May 1, 1985 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: 

Your name Mr , Mrs., Ms.) Rabe~e.± kvn y;z le. Cte.G:f; s:w~< ll 

Your address: ? .o. iOGT x. /39 tz 
Street, Route, or Box 

t3_Vl d / e(io Vl , a 1L 
To~n 

97?cJJ 
Zip 

To qualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have not less than 10 acr~s with a gross 
income from farm use of not less than $500 per yea .... for three out of the five years 
ir.!.Tilediately preceding application for Century Farm Honors. Does your farm meet 
this qualification? ~ s 

Name of family member ~ho ~as founder or original o~~er of farm ---------------------

Year founder settled on farm /£ ¥ <f ~'here did he ccrne from? L &dfl 

l-."ho farms the land today? J3a be e:!~ rn )P J e Cte es~toe d ttnd ])a na I d. H4 Cte c £ s-we If 

Relationship to original owner? ~ll&knd ~a "' 4-n J._ . · ~ec f 1fR.4codsa 11 

Are any of the original builoings still in use? If so "',hich ones? Nt:~ f :SL./fl__, 7/l"-/a_ 

J S' ~ s rnA.. II 4 £ d &, Jr:v{ "1 iJ41 1u lt:fa m 4~-e-1 h . aae p/t~c:-e- ~h'c. J, , s a ~ >t f b fit ,J-
p 1 ~' c e - > .t.. q 7 ; .s u .r ~~ ;-, ... " c rtL o , · 1 • ' 

lf you know crops or livestock raised on farm one hundred years ago, please list: 

u)hea t 

\..'hat do you raise on farm today? (tJ he.a.f a&J 13a~I~J 

How many generations live on the farm today (Names)?-=~~n~~~--------------------------

~c- be. e.-± . ( &r rc p l-t- G /e es--.s we. I I 

How many times ~as ~he original farm been divided?~/~~~~'?ul~~~£-<~-------------------------

Do you declare that the statements 

of your kno~ledge?~~F-=4~-------
Plca~~ r~turn form to: 

made above are accurate and correct to tpe best 

J.:)jzah~th W. Buf'hll•r, Fjeld Historian 
Orc•gon Hi~tC'Iricnl Socic>ty 
1230 S. W. Pork A\'~nuc· 

Portl;'!nd, Oref_f'n, 9720) 



CERTIFICATION Or O~~ERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM ---------------

l hereby certify. that the farm for \i?hich Evelyn :- Cresswell H_od_g_en _______ _ 

511 N. W. 12th Street, Pendleton, Oregon 
(o~ner's Name and Address) 

her 
is applying for Century Farm Honors bas been in ~ family 

continuously for one hundred or more years. 

April 12, 1985 
Date 
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JOHN FRANKLIN TEMPLE FA1'1ILY REUNION 

July 3, 1983 

Emigrant Park, Meacham, Oregon 

Registration .....................• 12:00- 1:00 

nGet Acquainted" .....•..•......•... 12: 00 - 1: 30 

Pot Luck Lunch ............•.• . •.... 1:30- 2:30 

Welcome ............•......•...... Flavel Temple 

"Nature Hike for the Children" ................. . 

.. A Revie~· of the Era" .• ..•.•..... Flavel Temple 

"The Li f e of John F. Temple" ...•..••..•...•.... 

HJohn F. Temple The Man" . •....•... Flavel Temple 

Awards .... . ....... . .......•....... Morris Temple 

1. Person Coming the Furtherest 
2. Oldest 
3. Family ~·ith the Larges Representation 

Family Genealogy .......•.... Charlotte Cresswell 

Pictures Matt Johnson 

Games and Visiting ......•.•.•......•.....•..... 



John Franklin Tem~lo, Sr. 

John Franklin Tonmle, Sr., born July 2, ld31, in Davison, 1~orth Carolina-died 
Sept. JO, 1910, at Pendleton, Oregon. Was of Scotch, Irish, Dutch descent 

Annabella Long Temnle, born Jan. 4, 1844, in Green County, Penn.-died Jan. 21 
1867, in Albia, Iowa. 

Their children: 

Mary Ann Temple (Dolly) Tuttle,born Oct. 8, 1860 in Moriva County, Iowa­
died in Montana _ 

Willirun Perry Temple, born Jan. 24, 1863 in Uahaska County, Iowa-died 
May 8, 1910 in Pendleton, Oregon 

Etta Belle Temple Simmons, born Aug. 5, 1865 in Nonroe County, Iowa-died 
Oct. 21, 1945 in Portland, Oregon 

Cornelia Wyrick Temple, second wife, born June 30, 1844, Johnson County, Ind.­
died July 12, 1910, Pendleton, Oregon 

Their _childrQn: 

Isai ah Ulysse s Temple, born Dec. 19, · 1868 in Monroe County, Iowa-died · 
Aug. 29, 1945 in Pendleton, Ore13on 

Alice Viola Temole Simmons, bo1•n Aus. 2,? , 1870 in Honroe County, lawn­
died Oct. i7, l9SO ' nt Pendlotor., Orogon 

Frances :Ncome Temple, born May 20, l872 in l'-1onroE> c:..a.unty, Iowa-died Hay 
15, 1876 in I1onroe County, Iow<.. 

Minnie Hay Temple fiarvey, oorn April 7, 1874 in Honroc County, Iowa­
died Oct. 17, 1948 at Portland, Oregon 

John Franklin Temnle, Jr., born Feb. 25, 1876 in :r:onroc .:ounty, Iowa­
died April 16, 1953 at Pendleton, Orogon 

Dorcus Amelia Tern-:- le Horton Hambleton , bo~'n Aug. 24, 1878 in Nonroe 
County, Iowa-still living in Pendleton, Oregon-1967 

, 
Ernest Monroe Temple, born Dec. 5, 18Go in Honroe County, Iowa-died Dc.c. 

8, 1964 at Pendleton, Oregon 

Hattie Sophia Temple Perkins,· born Feb. 21, 1883 in 1-lonroe County, Iowa­
still living in Pendleton, Oregon, 1967. 

Grover Cleveland Temole, born Sept. 23, 1885 at Pendleton, Oregon-died 
July 31, 194l at Eugene, Oregon 

George WashinGton Temple, born Dec. 2, 1888 at Pendleton, Oregon-died 
De~. 8, 1965 at Pendleton, Oregon 

Gilbert Hallie Temple, born July 18, 1891 at Pendleton, O~egon-died t~ay 
4, 1939 at Pendleton, Oregon 



The committee -w·ishes to thank you for comlng. 

we also wish to thank everyone for all their help 

a_r1d cooperation, -w·i thout it this Reunion ·w-ould 

not have happened. 

To help future·_re1...1..nion committees -w·e ask your 

help by sending current genealogy information to 

Mack and Dixie Temple 
Rt. 2 ~ Box 21 
Echo $ Oregon 97826 

A Happy Day to all and a safe trip home. 

Bob and Charlotte Cre sswell 

Mack and Dixie Temple 

Ev elyn Cress~·ell Hodgen 

Ben and Nora Lee Holdman 

Joe and Susan Temple 

Morris and Shirley Temple 

Bill and Sonnie Temple 



. -

\villiam Perry •remple , wi:1o died at his home in Pendleton, Hay 8 , 1910 , 

\·tns one of' the best known and success:ful f'arraers of Umatilla county . Ho 

1-.ras born in Hahaska county, Iowa, Janurary 24, .:tG62 , the son of John F. and 

Elizabeth Temple . The mother passed av-ray when the subject of this sketch 

was .four yeo.rs of ac;c . In 1883 the f a ther together with his family c ame .to 

Oregon , and now resides in Pendleton . Y~ Temple , of this review, has six 

brothers c..nd six sisters \·Tho are now living . They are: Dr . I . u. 'remple, 

John F~ , Jr ~, and Ernest M., all of whom reside in Pendleton; Grover C. , of 

Helix; Ge orge \v., of Folsom, Hontana; Gilbert , of Pendleton ; ~irs, R. ~v . rl'u:ttl9 

of Brant , Alberta; Hrs. Etta Simmons , of Portland; I•lrs . Alice Simmons , of 

Helix;.· unci 11rs . Hinnie Harvery , Nrs . Ben Lor ton and l'ifrs . Hattie Perkins , all 

of Pendleton . 

\·!hen \'lill i am Perry Temple \-J"as tv-;o yea."..:'s o:r ag...: , his ps.rents removed to a 

f a rm in Honroe c ounty , Io".·la . H En ... e he resided until he wa s t ~ .renty ye a rs of' 

ac;e , having a c cuired a g oodeducation in the public schools . ...''r om early youth 

he showed an exceptional a.oili ty in business affa irs, and at -v _e age of 

twenty- one he started out in life for himself and v-Jent to No1., ·cL :Jakota, v;he ~ce 

he vrasemployed by a livery and tr ansfercompo.ny for one ye o..r· . WL.i le there he 

had the distinc tion of hauling the corner stone for tho sat Dte C8.p itol, and 

assisted in the c onstruction of other prominent builcJ.:i. n [_S s . He ·chon r e turned 

to his home in Iowa, nnd in 1883 came, ~·.i ith his fathe r , John F . ·i 1emple, to 

Oregon, a.nd s pent the remainder of' his life in Umatilla cou11ty . !;'or the 

first three y ears after his arrival here he rent ed :.n1d oporat :..., d his f 8:~i.1or 1 s 

f ::1rm . H e had then saved up sufficient f'unds to wa1...,rant him in p-L~ . chasi n g 

land, and accordingly he bou:ght three hundred and twenty- six acros from ti1e 

railroad company , a~1d he later homesteaded oth el"l land and after'tvai'd purchased 

adjoining tr :.,cts , until 8:c · the time of his death h e O'!,·m od four t housand , t u o 

hundred o.cres of land, which was well v-1a ter e d , f'erile , and under an excellont 

state of cultivation . He engaged principally in wheat raising and al so in · 



the raising of' live stock . H e Olmed and operr'..ted one of the first combined 

ho.rversters that v1as ever used in this secti on of Qpe c_~ on . H o Ha s inde e d a n 

o.cti ve and exceptional man , GO.ining all his possessd.ons by his ot·m efforts, 

·t h e only assistance he ever received being a t1-10 huncired doll a r leg acy Hhich 

came from his 1'1othcr 1 s estate . In 1906 he came to Pendleton for the pur-

po " e ofcducating his childl~en , and vtas residing there in his be o.utiful home 

~1 t tho t ime of his death. 

In Letrl.ston, Idaho , on the 26th of April, 1886, 111! Temple Has united in 

marriage 't-li th Miss Rose B i tney , a native of Hontana, and a daughter of John · 

and Eliza Bitney, both of Hhom 1.-1ere native.s of Illinois, a nd Here p ione ers 

of Hontana . }1rs . Temple passed away £·'larch 18 , 1896, leaving t1-10 cb.ildren: 

Ethel Belle , who is now the wife of Walter Cresswe l l; and Ralp h E. 0~ Oct-

ober 26 , 1896 , Mr. Temple wasagain married, his second union being Hith 
,. .. . 
l'lJ. S S 

Addie Haun, and o'f this marriageware born two c hildren : Roy K. 9.ncl Vera V. 

Nrs . Temple and her family now reside in the home in Pe n d leton, Hhich Has 

erected by her husband in 1900 . 

Fraternally Mr . Temple -v;as identified with the IntrE;rity :Uod.r;e , Ho . 92, 

of the Independent Order Of Odd Fellows, with t h e Hasonic lodg t: , and t h e 

Order of Easter n Star , and wa3 a lso a prominent worker in the Fa rmer ' s Union. 

Two years before his d oath he united Hi th the Presbyterian chu:..· ch , and v-ras an 

acti veworlcer in that organization from. that tirae until his death . Hrs . 

'remple is still active and helpful in that chux•ch .a nd takes Gr eat interest in 

itswork and is prominent in its affliated. societies. 

}~ . Temple may truly be called a self-made man, for, st a rting out in 

life as a farm laborer earning bc,r0ly living wages , he succeeded t nrough f r 

·rut;ality , hard work , and the applica ti on of practicla met i1ods, in ara~. s~:d_ nG 

a.n estate 't-thich enabled him to spend the last few years of his life in oc..s e 

and comfort . Though e c onomy Has his 1.-.;atchword trwouc_~hout the y e ars of h is 

early struggle , ne was - alHays , gene:r;:ous .vJhenever the cause was worthy . Ho \·ra s 
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pro--ressiva , energetic , and -vras Cl"eatly interested in the -vtelfLre of his 

community, and his early death was gre ,__l.tly mourned by a large circle of 

friends and acquaintances . In all matters of citizenship he Has loyal , in 

business he was highly honorable , and he held friendship invi olable, but it 

t·ras in hi~ home that his best traits oi' character were displayed in the de­

votion to his family . 

Taken from 11 Th e Centennial History · of Oregon , 1811-1911, " Vol . II , 

pages 87- 88. 

. I 



From the East Oregonian, Aur;ust 7, 19.) o 

·:!i th a yield o:f 70 1 000 bushels on 2650 acres of ln.nd o~mod indi vid,:tnlly 

by him, ·1. P. '..~.ernplc of' this city may be justly termed t h o Hhe a t k in;_; o f 

Umn.tilla county and one of' the Hheat kings of OI·e~on . By a strnn c e freak of 

circui1lstnnccs Er . •remple now owns the land on uhich he did his fiPst a ny's 

uork in Umo.tillo. county 25 years aco Hhen he vras bu·~ a boy . .this .. r nck of 

l i' nd was then O\med b y N. N. vlyrick , for -vrhom Ivlr . 'l'emple worked for one 

dollar o. day . 



"rrHE LIFE OF JOHN F. TEMPLE" 

John Franklin Temple or Temples, as it was spelled orignally, -w·as 
born to Needham Temples and his second wife Polly Speck. At the old 
Temples homest e ad at Reedy Creek, Davidson, North Carolina. This home­
stead was near Lexington, North Carolina. 

John's father Needham Temples had three w·i ves. 
1. Name unknown they had 12 children 
2. Polly Speck they had 8 children 
3. Susan Pickett they had 4 children 

Needham had a total of 24 children. 
The story goes that John Franklin ran away from home, when he was 

about 1 5 years old, w·ith his older brother Isaiah Temple, age 22. Re­
viewing dates this is about the time when his father married for the 
third time. 

John and Isaiah w·ent ·to Southern Indiana, where they had an Uncle 
Thomas Temple. John bond hinself to his Uncle Thomas until his 21st 
birthday. 

From Indiana he trave led to Missouri and on to Iowa in 1854. Set­
tled first in Monroe County. 

He w·as a successful farmer and stockman w·hil c in Iowa. He also 
had a good understanding of rail r oads, as at one time he was a section 
boss for the Wabash Railroad. 

John married Annabel! Long, Putman Co., Missouri, November 19, 1859. 
they had three children: Mary Ann (Dolly), William Perry and Etta Bell 
Temple. (,J 

Annabelle Templ e passed av-;ay in 18~ and i s buri e d in Albia, Monroe 
Co. I.ow·a. 

John married Cornelia Wy ric~, December 22, 1867 at Morania, Iowa. 
John and Cornelia had eleven children: Issiah Ulysses, Alice Viola, 

Frances Neome, (di e d at age 4), Mirnmi e May, John Franklin Jr., Dorcus 
Amelia, Ernest Monroe, Hatt ie Sophia, Grover Cleveland, George Washington 
and Gilbert Hallie Temple. Considering the infant mo r tality rate of 
the times it is remarkable that they we re able to raise thirteen children 
to adulthood. 

When John's eleventh child, Hatt ie w·as one month old he gathered 
his large family and embarked f or Ore gon. 

They traveled as far a s Bismark, Dakota, where William Perry, was 
working. They stayed here while the Pa c ific Railroad was being complet e d. 
This w·as sometime in August, and the "Golden Spike" w·as driven in 
Montana, which united the East and West. 

They spent a happy summer in Bismark, but Oregon w·as their goal. 
They finally embarked on the first mixed train over the new road 

as per Etta Temples account of the trip---
" At Mandan -w·e got off the passenger train a·nd aw·ai ted for the 

first mixed through train over the new road. The roadw·ay -w·as very rough. 
As w·e came through the Bad Lands, a -w·atchman -w·as constantly watching, 
c:Jvering the fires -w·i th dirt as they sprung up near the ties. 
The new road was cut through the Bad Lands and many of the Buttes had 
fires and "little tongues of flame" -w·ere here and there. No sign of 
trees, bush or vegetation. 

Indians said, "the Bad Lands are the horne of the devil." The ne-w· 
road along the Yellowstone Rive r was not nearly completed. The wate~s 
of the river lapped the railroad ties in places. One place coming over 
-w·hat -w·as then called, Mullen tunnel, the train had to pull over the tunnel 
instead of through it, as it -w·as till being built. 

One morn ing -w·e aw·oke to find our train at the foot of a mountain. 
Soon the long train began cl imgin up, up, one engine then a fe-w· cars, 
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then an engine i n the middle, more cars and an engine at the end. It t ook 
s~veral hours to reach Lhe Lop. 'rhe passengers -w·alked up except some 
b abies and those who did not like to climb. Up, up we climbed, finally 
reaching Misoula. The divide was reached one evening not long before sunset. 

At Misoula we changed trainmen. We got another engineer, conductor, 
and brakeman. I took a look at our new conductor, his face was ve ry red 
and he looked very much like he had more w·hiskey than he could manage, 

Coming from Mi so ul ~ west th~rc was a high trcstlu, the name of it 
w·as "O'Keefe Trestle" and it w·as 325 feet high. Our conductor and brakeman 
gave us the once over as we pulled out of Misoula, and both went to sleep. 
As it w·as qett:inq dusk we approach~d the O'Krefe Tr st1e--The engineer 
whistled down brakes.-- No response--Our heavy train went tearing across the 
trestle with no slow motion. There were no air brakes and no electric lights 
during this era. Our coach was lighted by a k rosene lamp in either end of 
the coach . The lamp contained half a gallon of kerosene and w'as sw·ung 
fro m th0 cP iling. 

We ll, we bounced around curves and over another trestle, and darkness 
came . Someone lighted the lamps, some fixed beds out of the day seats and 
illl th0 rhiJdrrn w<>rr put to s loc•p. AJJ bundles , s uilcc:~scs, and everything 
in the racks, came tumbling on our heads as the train raced on. The engineer 
\-,llisLlud down bru.kes , sLill nolhing happene d. My brother, W.P. Temple, w'as 
a younq man , just out of his t_ePns d0ei.ded to qo b Zlek to t .hr f"Clboos0 and 
camP back and reported that both conductor and brakeman were sleeping. The 
engineer kupl up hi G whistling , which echoL'd dnd re-cchoed through thu 
mountains like a wild thing. Brother ran to the end of the coarhes and 
the caboose and set all the brakes he could reach. By now the night was 
dnrk, our lamps were• S\"'j nging and spultcring und burn ing up ~nd flu.ring. 
Brother stood up on the seat and tried t o blow them out . He did not s ucceed, 
s o ll~ Look his knife u.nd broke Lhe lamp chimmeys and blew lhe light s out. 
Nov. , we were :in utte r d Cl rknr~s , no on P mnd0 a sound , only somP child who 
had b een thrown out of bed. Brother ran into the next coach, things were the 
s .1mc Z'I S in our coL1c ·h. !\. Curmun wiLh ct wif(~ und Lwo boy s , u.ge L~n tind L-w elve , 
were in the coach, they were just from the old world and could not speak 
one ~ord of English. Everyone of them were on their knees praying in a loud 
or several loud voices. 

Any-w·ay our train did not leave th< ~ tracks, Maybe the prayers of t.l•E: 
c ~rman family saved us, wl1o knows. We -w·ere going to report the trainmen, 
but v..: ·hen we found out that they had not slept f or 72 hours and the reason 
f or their fatigue w·as because the roadbed was so rough. it took their con­
~;LdnL tJ. LtcnLion, we deL·idcd noL Lo. 

Our train stopped at every siding and we gathe red ros e buds along the 
Hosebud Ri ver and green things and decorated our car. There was always some 
d~ngor along the trip but w·e soon forgotit. One morning we woke up to find 
ourselves on the b anks of the Columbia River. The rP was no bridqe across the 
Columbia at this time. A river boat took our train across. Ra i ls were 
l~id on thr boat u.nd t wo engines o r lhrcc c~rs c ould be ct1r ricd lhus across 
the river. We were quite awhile crossing the river in this slow way, but at 
last we were in Or e gon. We were eight days from Bismark, Dakota to Pendleton. 
Oreqon . 

Dr. I. U. Temple continues the tale: 
"F~thcr brought w.ith him ciS I remember $2 2 ,000.00 in cur ren c y. He was 

in volved in litiqation over a n absrondi.nq b a nk Pr' s transaet ion in which h e 
had been a bondsman and was fearful of attachment if the monPy were, placed 
inn b~nk. With both 1.-.hcsr impc,dimrnL~-> bcfor- ( ~ him the' S('hL'mC' w·as -d c;Lcrmin cd 
to make my mother a n underskirt of sateen in which was quil ted the $22,000.00 
c_·urrc:n c y vJiLh $10G .. OU in ~u.c ll relanguldr space. The money was hid in c losets, 
att ics, post holes and divPrs plares untiJ thP 1 ttiqati.on a bs ol vPd our father's 
responsibilty. 

TlK'rc was great rujo.ic.ing when thE:; liL.i~u.Lion W<J.S ended c.Hld Lh.is mon e y 
pJace d in the bank vaults. I assume no Templ e b efore or sinc0 has worn a 
garment of greater y;<l qe . 
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When -w·e landed here ¥re -w·ere met by my mother's brother, Marshal M. 
Wyrick. He met us with a small team of ponies and a wagon. The children 
w·nlk ed up tl=ie hill to relieve the burden on the horses. The hill known now 

· S Swift's Hill leads up from the river below· the Oregon State Hospital 
(now know· as the airport road) . 

Mr. Wyrick, his wife and two children lived in a house of a single 
room in Despain Gulch, Here he found room for all of us on the floor, in 
out buldings and elsewhere until father secured small house near there with 
more room where the family was domiciled until he purchased a small farm 
that was more commodious. 

John bought his first farm from Mr. Kreener, w·hich vras called "The OLd 
Red House" place, ¥rhich is near the Cressw·ell Home. He sold most of his 
holdings to his first son William Perry and then move d to Yoakum Station on 
the Umatilla River. Later he moved his family to Bluff St. ( now· Goodw·in) 
and finally to Ann St. ( now· 6th St.) where Cornelia died July 2, 1910 and 
John passed away September 30, 1918. 




