
CFR 0863 

Mrs. Mary Lu Davis Johnson 



APPLI CATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS 

Deadline for filing app i lcations May 1, 1985 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: 

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.) Mrs . Mary Lu Davis Johnson 

Your address: Rt . 4, Box 628 , Milton- Freewater , OR 97862 
--------~--------~----------------~~---------------------------------------Street, Route, or Box Town 

Location of Farm: Rt . 4, Box 628, Milton-Freewater , OR 97862 
Address 

Zip 

County 

To qualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have not less than 10 acres with a gross 
income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for thr e e out of the five years 
iiT~ediately preceding applica tion for Century Farm Honors. Does your farm meet 
this qualification? Yes 

Name of family member who was founder or ori ginal owner of farm 

John A. Davis (grandfather) 

Year founder settled on farm /? 80 Where did he come from? ~bwa 
I have a tenant farmer who does the actual farming , however, 

v!ho f .:~r~~ s th E· l2nrl today ? I reside _on the ranch. 

Relationship to original owner? Granddaughter 
--------------~----------

Are any of the original buildings still in use? If so which ones? House , barn , 

carriage building and equipment shed 

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm one hundred years ago, please list: 

Grain crops , primarily wheat and barley 

What do you raise on farm today ? Wheat and green peas -----------------------------------------------

How many generations live on the farm today (Names)? Two ------------------------------------

How many times has the original farm been divided? never --------------------------------------
Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best 
of your knowledge? 

Yes 

Pl eas e return form to: 

E11zabeth W. Bu 0hl e r, Field Histor1an 
Or egon H1 s t oric a l Soc jety 
1230 S.W. Pa rk Av enu e 
Portland , Ore gon, 97205 CF o8<o3 



I 
v 
\ 

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM 

I hereby certify that the farm for which Mary Lu Davis Johnso=n=------__ _ 

Rt . 4 , Box 62S , Milton-Freewater , OR 97S62 
(owner's Name and Address) 

liE!< 
is applying for Century Farm Honors has been in ~ family 

continuously for one hundred or more years. 

J. Dean PouqueHe St; to.trail 

Date 



Oregon Historical Society 
1230 S. ~l . Park Avenue 
Portland , Oregon 97205 

Gentlemen: 

Rt. 3, Box 245 Oregon Side 
\~all a \fall a , v!A 99362 

August 6 , 1981 

I am interested in receiving information regarding certifi
cation of our farm as a Century Farm. 

Hy grandparents came 1r1est by wagon train in the early 1860's 
and settled in the \Ialla Halla valley and homesteaded this farm where 
my husband and I nmv live . 

Our mailing address as shown above perhaps may be somewhat 
misleading. Our residence is actually Umatilla County , Oregon, but 
our mail is serviced by the vfalla \1Ialla Post Office . 

Your assistance in forwarding amy forms or information will 
be greatly appreciated. 
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cellent service during his first term. I Je \\·as county commissioner from 1910 

until 1912 and he has always been loyal to c\·ery cause and tnbt repo:;ed in him 
His military record covers three years' service with the ;.,;ational Gu:1rd. lli~ 

fidelity to duty has never been called into qurstion, \Vhether in behalf of the public 
or in the conduct of his husint·:-:;s interests. There is nothing spect;tcubr in hi~ 

career Lut hi s record is that of a busy life. such as contributes to the :--Ub'-tantial 
force of every cnmmun i ty. 

_l()ll\: .\. D.\\·1~ . 

. ·\t thl:' time of Lis death J(lhn .\. l):t\i:' \\·:t:' in ''"'· l·l knt rin:ttll .. ·i:tl l·ir~.·utn

~tan,-cs ;\lld \\';ts n·rog·nized :t.; :t pwmim·nt f:tnnn til \\.:tlh \\.alb C<lllllty 11\tt 
durin.~ the early <by~ of his rcsidcn,·c 1H' rl' he endured lll:tny h:tr<l:-:hi1, ., :tnd 
pri\·;ltiDllS, tlH' CU1td iti<l11S lll·ing tltl'll tlHl Sl' <lf ;\ ir<lll tin rt.· ~itnl. !It• \\.;l:' ]Hlrll 111 
( h\'l'l l county , Indiana . .0-fo,·cmhcr 1/. !~.)<). and \\·a...; ;t son ui \\'illnu~l!Ly :tnd 
"\fary (Orm;1n) i);n·is. hotil n;ttin·s of TctllH':'-l't'. llmH'\lT, till' \' lTllltl\ t·d \<1 
Indiana at ;ul c;trh· d:t\· ;tnd remained there until l~.f~. \\-11l'n thL'\. \\t'llt \tl 
\\';!]wllo COllllty, lo\\':t. \\'ht-rc the Lither c.:ontinnL'd to follcm agri~..·ultural pur ... tlit-
llntil his death. There the mother :tlso p:lsscd :1 \\":!\ .. 

It w:t~ in lu\\' :1 tlt;!l Jolm .\. J);l\is rcrci,·ed hi:' cdur;ltion :111<1 gTc\\' Ill 11\:tll

hood. In 1 f?.0_). fo llowing his marriage. he and hi...; \rife m;tde the ...;~·cmin.~·ly 

never ending journey across the great plains to the Pariflr nortlnn:~t l1y ()\:team. 

They settled on a homestead on 1\Till creek in \\'alb \\'all:t rnunt~. and their 
first residence was a log: cabi n ron::rccl \\'ith a daphoanl rnof :t nd \\·itlt a "tid-: 
chimney. i\t th;d time there \\·ere h11t few c;dtlcrs i11 tlti:-: rq .. ;itnJ ;tnd thnc 
were many inconveniences to he endured. hut the rich "<Jil intli l· ate0 tha L in ti111c 
the country \\'Ottln he \\Tll settled and highly den·lnpvcl. and the pi<>lll'Cr:-- hlH> rcd 
with confldcncc in th e future. ,\ ftcr residing upon l1i ~ hclllH'~tc,td f()r :1 t iJtJ\' 
::\Ir. Davis purchased sso acres of c:--::rc llcnt la11d <lll the ( lrq .. (<lll qatc line :11td 
there maclc hi s home until hi~ \k:tth. 1 k made c:--;cclknt imprm·emellt:' up011 

the place and followed up-to-date methods in his \\·ork \\·itlt the result that his 
r esources steadi ly increased. 

TvTr. Davis was married in fm,·a t~) ~Iiss Carolina ~ n()ddy. a nati,·c of Cby 
county. Indiana. and a daughter of James and ~ \nna (Kendall) ~noddy. the 
former nat ive of K rntucky and the b tter nf Tcnlll'"- >; l'l'. The fat her d icd i 11 

Tndian:1 and the mother removed with her children to To\\·:t and there spent her 
last years.. To Ivlr. and l\Irs. Davis were horn fourteen children, namely: John 
H., deceased; Margaret, the wife of Charles S\\'cczy: Jan;cs. tkceas\.:'d: :\!:try. 
the wife of \Vitliam P. P ... e/scr; Frank. a farmer residing in Oregon; Laura . the 
w1fe of Fred Kaser; \ Villiam N.; Rosi e, dcreased: Estella. the wife of John 
Garvey; Clara, the wife of I-T. ::V1illcr; Edna, at home: \' cllie. deceased; Certrudc, 
the wife of Raymond Reiser: and Elmer. who is marriL'd ancl li \·ing on the h onH.' 

fann . 
:M r. Davis was not acti\·e in polit ics . as the management of his farming 

interests left him little time for outside activities. TT e passed ct\\·ay in I907 Jnd 
\\'as laid to rest in :\1ountain View cemetery at \Valla \Valb. Tic was an honored 
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pioneer of the county, and his death was deeply regretted by all who had- come 
in close contact with him. His salient qualities were determination, enterprise 
and industry, and these enabled him to do his part in bringing about the agri
cultural development of this section. Mrs. Davis gives her personal attention 
to the leasing of the farm and to the management of all the business affairs of the 
estate and is recognized as a woman not only of excellent judgment but a 
typical pioneer mbther of whom her children and grandchildren, in fact the 
entire community, justly feel proud. 
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This photograph was taken in approximately 1896-99. The house still stands ~nd 
is our home. There have been very few structural changes in the house, the bay 
window has been removed and the chimneys dismantled. The carriage house, with the 
atched doorways still stands. The large house behind the carriage house was built 
by my grandparents for a residence while they were building the house, it has been 
altered and a portion of it is now used as a garage and another portion was used as 
a smokehouse for many. years. This picture shows Mr. & Mrs. John A. Davis, behind 
the gate, with eleven of their children. 

The original photograph was rather dark and did not photocopy well. 
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PERSONALITY PROFILE 

90-Year Home 
Still Is 'Home' 

By CLAUDE GRAY 
The last surviving membe: 

of the family that founded the 
Davis-Kaser Co., pioneer Walla 
Walla furniture store, is Elmer 
Davis who lives with Mrs. 
Davis on the Cottonwood Road 
just across the state line in Ore
gon. He is the last of the 14 
children of Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Davis, who came to Walla 
Walla in 1863 crossing the 
plains via ox team from Iowa. 

The Davises reside in a two
story 14-room residence that 
was built 90 years ago. Lumber 
for the house was shipped from 
Portland to Wallula via steamer 
then brought overland by John 
Davis who hauled wheat there 
one day, returning with lumber 
the next. The house has been 
remodeled several times by its 
present occupants. 

Elmer Davis was born in the Elmer Davis 
house, just a few feet . fr~m School in walla walla during 
whe~e he was seated while m- a year in which the family re-
terviewed. sided on Boyer Avenue. One l 

Own Names Used year in town was enough and 
John Davis and Fred W. the family returned to the 

Kaser, who had married Laura farm home. Davis attended ' 
Davis, daughter of Davis, be- Pearson's Academy two years 
came engaged in business in a then enrolled in Walia Walla 1 
second hand store near today's Business College from which he , 
Palouse and Main intersection. graduated. : 
That enterprise became so sue- Two Children 
cessful it developed into the . H 1 B f 1 
furniture business the two men ~e married aze roxson o , 
gave their own names: Davis- Milton-Freewater ~ec. 9: 1913. I 
Kaser. That business was es- The:f have two children. Paul , 
tablished about 1894. Their ex- DaVIs, vyho operates a l.arge 
pansion resulted in moving to garage m Colorado Sprmgs, 
the Odd Fellows building on Colo., and a daughter, Mrs. 
West Alder which was occupied A. F. "Mary Lou" Johnson, 
in the early 1900's. The store Coos Ba_Y, Ore. There are three 
r e m a i n e d there until Tom grandchildren. 
Perry, its owner-man age r, "Farming definitely is a gam
moved it to the current location ble " Davis said. "You're never 
at 51 East .Main. . sur~ whether you'll have a suc-

on;h~f t~~R~st ~:~~f~::C st;:~ cessful year or not. We've had 
in Walla Walla and attracted some good and some bad years, 
trade from a wide area. With probably more of the former, 
the expansion of the business but I remember selling wheat 
numerous additional depart- for 201,2 cents a bushel during , 
ments were added. Mter the . , 
death of Davis and Kaser the the depressiOn. 
late Jimmy Jones took over John Davis secured a water 
management of the store. right on the Cottonwood during 

Elmer Davis worked at the the Japanese-Russian war hav
store while attending . business ing a four-inch supply line put 
college here and durmg sum- . f f th the stream 
mers and school vacations dur- m rom ar er up 
ing his early youth. He took that supplied water both for 
over management of the fam- domestic and general purposes. 
ily's Cottonwood Creek land Later Elmer Davis had a 160-
holdings when he was 17 years foot well drilled that has sup
old, succ~eding the .late W. P. plied the farm's domestic needs 
Reser, his brother-m-law, who . . . . 
had managed the family farm ever smce. Water for Irrigating 
in earlier years after the death the extensive yard of the 
of John Davis in 1907. Reser Davises comes from the Cot
had married Lindy Davis, an tonwood that never runs dry 
older sister of Elmer's. Other that far up in the foothills. 
Davis daughters whose bus- Davis' only hobby is irrigat
~ands became well known here ing and mowing his yard's 
mcluded Gertrude who mar- grass and caring for the shrubs 
ried ~ay Reser an~ Clara who that have been planted as well 
marned Harlan Miller. as an extensive garden . 

• _;. - - -. ,.. tAa Mill Creek . Birthdates of the John A. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jo~ Davis Davis family follow: Davis Nov. 

homesteaded on Mill Creek 17 1839· Mrs Caroline Snoody 
after th~ir arrival here in 1863 D~vis Sept. 7, 1848; John A. 
purchasmg 500 acres of land Davis Jr., May 23, 1863; Margie 
that now makes up the bulk of Davis Aug 31 1864 · James 
the family holdings on the Cot- Davis Dec. 13 1800' Lindy 
tonwood in 1880. Since then Davis May' 30' 1869.' Frank 
Elmer ~avis has extended the Davis May 24, l871; L~ura Da
farm to Its present 700 or more vis April 24 1873· William Da
acres. He farmed. it 46 years vis June 13: 1875'; Rosa Davis 
but no'Y leases 1t . to F. J. Sept. 2, 1878; Stella Davis Feb. 
Stubblefield who rruses green 25, 1879; Clara Davis July 30, 
pe~ , and wheat . there. T~e 1881; Edna Davis Feb. 25, 1884; 
Davis. land o!l Mill Creek 1s Nellie Davis April 9, 1886; Ger
now. mclud~ m the Ed Lyons trude Davis Aug. 13, 1891 and 
family .holdmgs. . . Elmer Davis Oct. 19, 1893. 

Crossmg the plams m 1863 
with Mr. and Mrs. Davis were 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shelton, 
parents of Orley Shelton, 328 S. 
Division. 

Elmer Davis attended the old 
T a n k s I e y and Cottonwood 
schools in the vicinity of the 
family home. The former oc
cupied the highway corner on 
which Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gar
land's home stands. Later he 
attended Green Park Grade 

• 



Demos' Convention 
Faces Loss of Taxis 
CHICAGO (AP) -The Demo- mobile companies and buses 

cratic National Convention. could be rented. 
once confronted by a lack of "We have a number of auto
communications, now faces the mobiles to pick up delegates 
possibility of a dearth of taxi- and honored guests," said Mar
cabs. tin Hauan, director of public af-

The threat to transportation fairs for the Democratic party. 
springs from a contract dispute The convention is scheduled to 

!between the Yellow and Check- open Aug. 26 in the Internation
er Cab companies and Local 777 al Amphitheatre, five miles 
of the Democratic Union Organ- from the downtown business dis
izing Committee, an affiliate of trict. 
the Seafarers International Un- A strike of the International 
ion. Brotherhood of Electrical Work-

Yellow has 2,166 and Checker I ers against the Illinois Bell 
1,500 of the 4,600 licensed cabs Telephone Co.-now in its 87th 
in the city. The 934 others are lday - threatened to move the 
independents. convention out of Chicago. 

A management spokesman But an agreement. permit~ed 
said Thursday it had heard ru- mel!lbers of the strikmg ~n~on 
mors of a strike Aug. 6 against to mstall teleph~ne, telt;VIsron 
the Yellow and Checker firms. and ~eletype equrpment m the 

The union contract expired a~phrt~ea~re on a voluntary ba-
• June 30. The drivers have srs begmnmg July 25. 
worked without one since then. Local 777, which has 5,000 

I "A strike would offer minimal members working as cab driv
inconvenience to convention ers and mechanics for the Yel
delegates," said Jerry Feld- low and Checker companies, 
man, president of the Checker has asked for pay increases 
Cab Co. He said "hundreds of which the companies call outra
cars" could be loaned by auto- geous. 

KURT'S 
HAS MOVED 

)top By Our Beautiful NEW 
STORE AT 409 S. 9th. 

Plenty of FREE Parking! 

KURT'S 
Carpets--Draperies 
409 S. 9th Walla Walla 

JA.9-3242 

RUPTCY 
S REDUCED STILL FURTHER 
COMPLETE LIQUIDATION 

LES FINAL-HURRY & SAVE! 


