
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CFR 0840 

 
Orlow L. Martin 

 
 



I , I 

A?PLICATIO N FOR CENTURY FARM HONOR S 

Deadline for filing application -May 1, 1993 

(please type or print) telephone:

Your nc.::1e (:-~.:-., Mrs., Ms., Miss) 0~ ,t-; IJ1fadJ:,d-v 
Your P..ccress 

s~~eet, route or box city ZIP cede 

To qua~ify as a Century Farm, a farm must have no fewer than 
10 acres with a gross income from farm use of not less than 
$500 per yea:- for three out of the five years immediately 
prececing application for Century Farm honors. 
Does your far~ meet this qualification? ----------------------
Name of 
farrn: __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---------------

Founder gained O\vnership of farm in (year) /!?8{; (l-4~ 
(ATTACH VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION, see rule 9). 

Are any of the original buildings still in use? __ ~~~~-· ------
If yes, which ones? ________________ ~------------------------~ 
If you know crops or livestock raise 
years ago , p 1 e as e 1 i s t : __..~£::::t.~+Cl>~~~r:::........:'l::::-~~~!.._~.a::;.~~~--

What do you raise on t e farm today? ~d-<~f '1--

c:l.~ 

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate 
and correct to the best of your knowledge? ___ ~~~~---------

0~~~/j;ftt:~c 
(signature of owner) 

Please return forms to: 

Century Farm Program 
Oregon Historical Society 
1230 s. W. Park Avenue 
Portland, OR 97205 

Redacted 
for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy

Redacted for Privacy
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S:2.g::.atu:-e 

A~~~owledge=e~t (for use of Notary PuJlic) - - - - -

STA':!:'E OF OREGON 

Cou:1ty of 

BE I'i' R..21DGE:zED, Th2t on this 

19 ~3 , before me, the undersig:ted, a Notary Public in and for 

said County and Stat~, pe:-so~ally appeared the within named 

~~ow~ to me to be the ide~tical individual desc:-ibed in and who 

e:<:ec•...lt:ed the sa.:ne freely a:1d voluntarily. 

~!Z~?"Z:~i:2l~O~F~f~IC~IA~~L~S~::;~<>~# ~- ,. '-
N£LDA LOUtSE Of~f-t ·.f '1 - t 

NOTARV PUBLIC - ORd:nJN i~ 
COMMISSION NO. 011410: ~ 
yy OOMMISSION EXPlRES JAM. 5, l~~ 

In Tes ti:!lony W"ne:-ec f, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my official 
se~l the day anc year last above W7itte:l. 

Co:::mis s ion Expi:-es 01 :{)__<) - 9 /.o 

Redacted for Privacy
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By, ...... ,..""'''"" "'' ''''''"'"'"'"''""""""'' ' 'f)cputy. 

Stateo/ On·fJuli. i s·s 
Cou.nly of Sll.enn a11, f · · . . . l1 · · · · l ' 
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David, a fanner living in Adams county, Illinois; 
\\' illiam, a l\lissouri farmer; George and Thomas, 
al~o of Adams county ; Rebecca, wife of George 
Shearer, a farmer in lvlissouri; Catherine, single, 
residing in Adams county ; Caroline, wife of 
Squire ~\link, of Christian county, Illinois; 1\lary, 
wife of Henry Nebergall, a farmer in l\tlissouri. 
l\lrs. Hull has two brothers and two sisters; 
Alexander, a physician, living in l\1issouri; Ed-
\\·ard T., an Ohio farmer; Sarah A., widow of 
Amos Emmerson, late of Texas; Elizabeth E., 
wife of George vV. Pine, a farmer in Nebraska. 
The fraternal affiliations of our subject are with 
Griggsville Lodge, No. 45, A. F. & A . M., of 
which he has been a member since 1868. At 
present he is unaffiliated with the I. 0. 0. F. and 
M. , . . ~- :~.. Politically he is a Democrat, and has 
sened as delegate to every Democratic county 
convention for twelve years past. For twenty-
five years or more he was school director in Illi-
nois -and Oregon, for six years road commissioner 
in Illinois, for four terms justice of the peace in 
Sherman county, and for six years treasurer of the 
commissioners. He came to Sherman county 
with practically no capital, and has since accumu-
lated a competence. 

JOHN RLTSCO :NIARTI~ is one of the sub-
stantial agriculturists of Sherman county and 
ha~ gained his present holding by virtue of his 
industry and thrift · since coming here. He re-
sides now about three miles southeast from Moro, 
where he has a fine estate of four hundred acres. 
He has bought and sold much land since coming 
to the county and has largely given his attention 
to farming and stock raising. He was born in 
Chautauqua county, New York, on March 9, 
1831. John Allen Martin, his father, was a native 
of Glasgow, Scotland and came to the United 
States when sixteen years of age, being a drum-
mer boy in the British Navy. He settled in 
~ .. dutauqua county, New York, and there mar-
ried. Our subject was six years of age when the 
family moved to Ohio and there engaged in farm-
ing. Later, the father took up the woolen manu-
facture business and about 1850, moved to Penn-
sylvania and bought a woolen mill. Later he 
sold out and started in ncar vVaterford, Erie 
county. Four years later, this property was de-
stroyed by fire and then they moved to Wiscon-
sin where he farmed until his death. In 1853, our 
subject, being one of a· company of eighteen 
young men, crossed the plains with ox teams to · 
Hangtown, California. For eighteen months he 
wrought in the mines, then bought a pack train 
and went to Salt Lake City where he met his wife 

and two children, who had come on from Penn-
sylvania. After wintering in Salt Lake City, they 
journeyed on to San Bernardino, California, 
where l\1 r. .:\lartin farmed about three years and 
operated a steam sawmill for a short time. Then 
he went to Alameda countv anJ diJ diversified 
farming. After that, he ~vas in Los Angeles 
county and did farming for fifteen years~ He 
operated a threshing outfit for a short time, but 
owing to the fact that he -lost three crops in suc-
cession and to a defect in the title of his land, he 
lost nearly his entire property. Selling as best 
he could what little he had left, he came on to 
Oregon, landing here in 1\!Iay, I88o. After spend-
ing a year in Umatilla county, he took up the 
place where he now lives and since then, this has 
been llts headquarters for his operations. _ 

In Waterford township, Erie county, Penn-
sylvania, in 1851, Mr. 1\.-fartin married Jane C. 
Drown, who was born in Green township in the 

-same county. Her parents, Ezekiel and Cath-
erine ( :::,lauson) Brown, were natives of Penn-
sylvania and descended from Pennsylvania-Dutch 
stock. l\Ir. l'v1artin has one brother, James, liv-
ing in Sherman county, a·ncl one sister, Hulda, 
the widow of Dan Troops, in Geneva, Ohio. Mrs._ 
Martin has three sisters living; Eliza, wife of 
George Rust, in Utah; Amelia, wife of Andrew 
l\1 cComb, in Utah; and Isadore, the wife of Mr. 
Peck, in Utah . 1\tlr. and Mrs. l'vfarJin have the 
following_ named children; Dwight, 1~ 
ville, California; Leroy H., near o:-tr subject, a 
fanner; vVilbert, in 1\lorrow county, Oregon; 
Julius, in l\1oscow, Idaho; Harvey U., a farmer 
near Kent, Oregon; Elwin, at home with subject; 
Etta. single, living in l'vforo. 

Since the organization of the Republican 
party, our subject has been a member of the same 
although he has not been especially active in this 
realm. For fifteen years, he has been school 
director and has alwavs labored for the welfare 
of the country and c;mmunity. l\1r. and Mrs. 
l\1 artin arc excellent people, highly e;o;teemed and 
among the best citizens of the county. -

LADRU BARNUM, who is the assistant 
manager of the W. W. & l\11. Company Bank and 
warehouse at lVIoro, Oregon, is one of the most 
successful young business men of this part of the 
state. He has come to the front rapidly, owing to 
his worth and stability and is being prospered in 
his efforts excellently. l'v1r. Barnum is a native 
Oregonian, being born in Moro, on May 17, 1877, 
in the only house then standing in Moro. The 
postoffice was not established here until some 
thirteen years later. His father, Henry B., came 
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various travels during his life, and he was edu-
cated in the district schools and in the agricult-
ural college at Corvallis. The tather· was en-
gaged in_ various enterprises in different parts of 
the northwest and our subject was closely asso-
ciated with him in these activities and when theY 
came to Sherman county, he went into partne;-
ship with his father. He .secured land for him-
self and now owns one-fourth of a section and 
has an interest in four hundred and eighty acres 
with his father. In adition to this he farms 
twelve htm~red and eighty acres of rented land 
and is one of the heavy grain producers of Sher-
man county. 11r. Pike is a progressive and 
thrifty young man and is gaining the success that 
his energy and skill merit. 

On December 23, 1900, T\1r. Pike married Nel-
lie Z. Holder, a native of Linn cou~y, Oregon. 
Since marriage, they have labored together stead-
ily in conducting the farm and are among the sub-
stantial people of this part of the county. Fra-
ternally, our subject is a member of the I. 0. 0. 
F., and is present noble grand. He is a Republi-
can in politics and, although not especially active, 
was deputy county clerk for one year. Mr. Pike 
has labored with assiduity and display of wisdom 
in his occupation in Sherman county and the suc-
cess he has won is tn:ily merited by display of 
these qualities. 

LEROY H. MARTIN was born in San 
Bernardino county, California, on October 16, . 
1858, the son of John R. and Jane C. (Brown) 
Martin, natives of New York and Pennsylvania, 
respectively. The sketch of the parents appears 
in another portion of this work: Our subject re-
ceived his education during his minority and 
dwelt with his parents in the ·various places 
v.-herc they made their home. vVhen twenty-one, 
he left Umatilla county and went to Ui1ion county 
and there on March I I, I882, at Island City, mar-
ried Amanda E. Buchanan, who was born in 
Tama county, Iowa, on January II, 1864. Her 
father, William D. Buchanan, was a native of 
Trumbull county, Ohio, born October 9, 1829. 
October 16, 1849, the father married Ellen J. 
Buchanan, nee Cullen, his brother's widow and a 
native of Erie county, Pennsylvania, and born 
on April 23, 1829. ·' In 1865 they crossed the 
plains to Oregon, settling in Union county. They 
nmv live in Harney county, Oregon. Mrs. Mar-
t in's brothers and sisters are named as follows: 
James A., in 1Iontana; Monroe, who died at 
Boise, Idaho, on June 7, I8g9; William T., ?f 
Baker county; Joseph W. and George L., tn 
Harney county: Josephine, the wife of J_oseph 
Spencer, of Union county, Oregon; Harnet J.,. 
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the wife of :\I. :\. Harrison, the judge of 
count.•;,. Uregun: and Eliza E .. the \vife 1 

]. l\1artm. _of .:\Iorrow county, Oregon. ,\I · 
Mrs. ::\Iartm have two children. Miles E., b( 
February 26, 1887, and Lola B., born Dec· 
20, r888. both bemg natives of Sherman c-
and. now dwelling with their parents. Tb 
lowm~ w~ek after our subject was marrit 
and h1s \\"I fe came on to Sherman countv , 
he had. previously filed on land. a mile ~~r t 
from h1s fat~er's place. The countrv beinE: 
and settled With poor people, they were COmf 
to seek labor elsewhere through the sun 
They sa,,· much hardship and advcrsitv bu : 
good health and were thus enabled to 
through. Dcing of cheerful and bright SJ 
they made the best of everything and soon L 
to make headway. They now own one thou 
acres of fine land three and one-half miles 
Moro. the county seat. The estate has 
orchards, good well and spring and other 
provements. They also own a residence in 1 
and a third interest in a steam threshincr outfi 
. .T\fr. and !\Irs. .:Martin are memb~rs of 
Umted Presbyterian church. Politically 
Martin is a good active Republican and h~s 

·quently been delegate to the countv conven 
When :..rr. and :\Irs. Martin first c~me here 

·country looked uninviting and desolate but 
came for the purpose of making this their r 

·so they went to work with a will and the n 
is that they ha \·e made a splendid success and 
only so but theyhave won the esteem, the c( 

·dence and the love of all who know them. 
Martin is a sturdy upright man of ability 
1\1rs. Martin is a genuine helpmeet and they 
among the leading people of this part of 
·state. 

. FR"·-\:\CIS :\L VENABLE, pre-eminent! 
piOnc.er of Oregon. a highly respected citizen , 

.:a .rt'tlred Si·.erman county bt mer, resides tl-
. mtles south of Rufus. He was born in Pike co 
ty, .Missouri. October 2_c:;. 1825. His parents '"' 
natives of ~ orth Carolina. John Venable, 

-· father, was a fanner and wheelwright. a sta1 
Democrat and a prominent. \·n:ll-to-do and in 
-.entia! citizen. The mother of our subject \ 
Rachel ( Purslev) Venable. 
_ . Unti~ he wa-s fifteen years of age our subj 
llVed With his parents in Missouri. Then ' 
family remO\·cd to Illinois and rem ained th 

·until 1853· At that time Mr. Venable hacl 
or five years, been conducting a fa~ 

ted .land, for himself. Then with his wife, a 
child, ·Mary. he crossed the plains with an 

to Oregon City. When near Fort Hall 
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