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, hereby affirm 

and declare that the farm which I own at 
(full address) 

___ ____ , in Co unty, 

shall have been C'-Nned by my family as specif::.ed in Rule 2 of the 

RULES FOR 1990 CENTURY FARH PROGR..:-\H for at leas t one hundred years by 

no later than December 31, 1990. 

)?£~£~~ 
Signature 

~~ 

- - - - - - Acknowledgement (for use of Notary Public) - - - - - -

STATE OF OREGON 

County of 5~ 
~~~~~---------------

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this /3~ h 

19 ~ '1 , before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for 

said County and State, personally appeared the within named 

known to me to be the identical individual described in and who 

executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that 5 ~ 

executed the same freely and voluntarily. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my official 

~~~ar last above written. 

~otary Public for Oregon 

i on Expires //-)3- ?o 

- I 
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The story of Hrs. Alex Bee Hac Nab. The mother of the Macnab boys and Mrs. Leland 
Medler. . . _,..-- r P....-a ucd ~~---n H.f. · 

I was born in Sherman County on my fathers homestead 1890 , one 
of the first children 'born after th~ new county of Sherman was formed in 1889. 
Dr. MelVin Beers was the attending Do0tor at the time. He and his wife Olive 
Beers practiced in Wasco for a number of years. 

W father 'WaS Frank W. Van Patten and he married Emma Starns, daughter of 
Thomas and Susan Sta.ms. They at one time had a homestead on Gordon Ridge just 
about Yhere ~ son Pete MacNab now lives. MY grandfather was a Methodist Minister 
and often held services in the old church at Hannony, also Biglow and other 
churches, Locust Grove also. He later was stationed at Klamath Falls on the 
Indian Reservation where he and his wife ministered to the Indians for a 
number of years. 

Robert Starns and his wife M:>lly were my aunt an:l uncle. (Penny,Kay and Tom 
Higleys Great Grandparents). They lived on the home place now occupied by 
Clarence Higley who's wife Ma17 E. Reese was my 2nd cousin, her mother Ina Starns 
Reese being rey 1st cousin. 

Lingering memories of my childhood days spent on the old homestead are varied 
and many. ~ father Frank Van Patten, his father(my grandfather) John Van Patten, 

_; (also a minister) and his two sons Edwin and Ezra all settled on land where rrry 
sons Don and Bill farm. In fact Don and his wife Edna live on the old place 
where I was vorn 1890. My older sister born 1887 died in infancy •• I had t'.;o 
younger ·sisters, Rachel (~rrs. LaVern Porter) and Frances(Mrs C.P.Leehan. MY 
Father and a neighbor 'Hilmar Cooper 6'Wlled the first header to be placed in 
Sherman Co. It was quite a machine in those days, and a great source of 
interest to all tle coinimlni ty. 

1{1 uncle Ezra farmed with my father for a few years. Then he married Ethel 
Rayburn, after his marriage he settled in Wash. near the town 9f Dayton and 
became a successful rancher in those parts. 

My uncle Ed ( who was a Doctor) also settled in Dayton, Wash. l{y dad 
farming the land for him for a few years. In those early days timber cultures 
were planted and the government allowed so many acres for the planting of trees. 

My father also bred and r[:l.J.sed beautiful horses(Horgans mostly) He owned 
this lovely stallion, and would often ride him or drive him hitched to a sulky 
cart and when finally old Glen died our hearts were very sad. He was such a 
great and loveable old animal. 

_; I and my sisters gre'W up on this homeplace until my father died in 1899. 
He suffered a skull fracture from a fall into the Biglow well. They were cleaning 
out the 'Well arrl Dad was on the rope going down. The rope slipped and he fell 
hitting his head on a rock.. He lived only a few mnnths after the accident. 
I vas about 8 years old at the time of his passing. MY mother tried to carry 
on ui th the farm work but it \olas too much for her so the next year ,.,e moved into 
Wasco, where we girls could attend school. Miss Martha MOleswoth(Later Mrs. Phil 
Yates) was my first teacher, then Sadie Orr my 5th grade teacher. 

Soma of the neighbors settled around us were, Hopitla, Ed. Everett, J8hn Johnson, 
Frank Rayburn, Wesley Fuller, John Reid, Vince Ever~tt, Geo Fridley, Lynches, 
Coopers, A.Fuller, Scotts, Tates, Wm. MacNab-(my step father ,later on after t he 
death of his Ylfe.) Herman and John Brakett, Striches, and ever so many more. 
All good friends and neighbors of my dad and mother. 



In those early days there ~ere no fences just those nade of stone or deep 
ditches dug to prevent the animals from straying. 

vlild cattle and horses roamed the hills, where sage and bunch grass grew knee hi gh . 
Great bands of sheep being taken to su:rnl'l)3r pasture passed by our place every Spring and 
returned in the Fall. They ~ere driven to the river and ferried across to 
pasture in the Hts. around Goldendale, Wash. 

Life in those days was very primi t~ ve and no conveniences whnteve r. The old 
Yash board and a lot of elbow grease with some good old homemade lye soap. 
Oh boy. Really blue M:>nday in those days. 

No wells, all the water had tp be hauled from Biglow or Emmigrant Spring . 
Melt snow and catch rain water. Every drop was hoanled and filtered into 
a cystern. 

All the cooking and baking done on old fashioned stove. Many fr~it and 
pickles were canned each sununer. t-bstly all sealed the old sealing wax method and 
stored in dug outs under the house. 

Rattle snakes were many and often my mother ,.JOuld kill a big rattler. Coyotes 
and bobcats yere numerous. }ty mother was a good rifleman and often shot a 
coyote or bo beat molesting her chickens. She raised rrra.ny chickens, duck~ and turkeys. 

In those days neighbors were neighbors all ready to lend a hand to help a 
fellO'w neighlx)r in need. M:>ther often atteded at the birth of a ne\!Comer. No 
ph0nes or means of fast travel. When a death occured a good neighnor rode the 
county announcing the death. 

My dad engineered the first grade do~n Scott Canyon. Some of the old 
mar1A:ers are still visible. It was quite a feat in those days. All the grain and 
wheat had to be hauled to Rufus and G~t. And those ·big six to eight horse teams 
all the bells chimming as they rounded those sharp cur".ies along the grade, very 
few placed where the teams could pass. The empties would hav~ to pull off to the side 
and allov the load to pass. What a thrill it was to see those big trailer wagons 
loaded with sacks of grain. And lovely horses stepping along sometimes a high 
spirited animal would cause a lot of excitenent once perhaps en accident. 

How tilD9s have changed. All the 'Work done in those days on the roads a.Ild g rades 
was with scoop, pick and shovel. No powerful piece of equipment to move the 
massive piles of rock ani dirt. A small rock oliff was a challenge in those 
days, now a mountain is only a mole hill. 

Hy uncle Ed Van Patten gave the frst 4th of July address- after Shennan 
County was formed. He spoke at Grant which in those days was sort of the county 
seat, later being transfered to M:Jro. 

All fanning was done with very prirnati ve equipment, walking plows rrostly, then 
a. few years later the plovl of larger diiDGnsions. Not many acres could be cultivated 
in those days and the yields were very small. Also the price of grain -was very 
small. But farmers seemed to thrive and prosper after a fashion. 

The years have brought many changes. And "1-Jhen I look back over those years I 
wonder sometime ho~ did we do ·it. 

I married Alex MacNab 1909 and lived and raised most of our family in Shennan 
County and Good Old Shennan County is the home even today of most of my children 
and to me Sherman County is still my home. Even though I live in the Dalles 
a very nice town and I'm happy here. My son Bob lives ~ith me. I have 47 
grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren and in a few weeks I 111 be 81 years. 



HUB AND Claas Frederick Van P~tten 
B~t~?: 2 39u~. l~~~l 
Died 1728 

Father - Frede r ick Van k Patten 

Place: Pe en, Holland 
Place: Pt. ,e n, Holland 
PmMce: New York 

Moth e r· Aeffi~ Eva Bra-dt 

In forma bi on 
on this 
r e cor d ob 
tained fr o 

Dutch Re formed Chur c 
Records of 
Schenect ady Co ., NY 

WIF1: Aeffie Eva Bradt 
Birth: 1649 Place: S chenecta~ y, NY . 

• Death: 23 Jan.l728 '' NY 
Father: Arent Andries Br i·dt Mother Catalyntje DeVos 

CHILDR.t.N 
M l. Arent Van Petten married 

-- to 46~~~~?~~ Conyn 

F_ 

M 

F 

F 2. Diewer(D ebora) Van Pet t en 1680 II 10 Paril 1700 
to Cornelius Viel e 

M 

3. Cathlyntje VanPetten " 
4. Andries Van Paeen 

F 5.ueertruy Van Petten 

10 Sep , 1684 

l7April 1687 

6 .Claas(Nicholas)Van=Petten 6 April 1690 

?.Geertruy Van Petten 28 _July 1692 

8 (unknown) about 1694 

II -

to T uenis Va n Vet ch 
26 Dec. 1712 

.to Maecke TenEyck 
" ------------~- died y O"L< n g 

II ----------~ 1!711 
-~:-.~ . t o Reb e c c a Groot 

" --- - - - --- - --
1
- to Lau~~~sV~l g¥gn 

THIS TAKE'S THE VAN PATTEN BACK TO 1641 A SPAN OF 34 8 YEAR ' S 

THAT VJOULD BE NY GREA1' , GREAT , GREA T , GRE AT , GREAT , GRANDFATHER 



--- --· -- - --- ---
L.-{/-

(C 

\7<.·· \) G ~ nealo gy Jf Lhe Van P~tLen Fami l y in A~erica 

Chai"·les (Claas) Fredericb Van Pette n, oorn in Holland, 1641, ca:.11e to .~~me~··ic· 
in 1664, married in New York 167 5 , died in New Yor~, 1 728 . Ee w2s 
bor n in Pe nnen , Holland. Sailed frJ~ Amsterdam . 

His children were 
Arrent 
Dunier 
Cata l ytje 
Geertrud 
:~\" icbol C.a s, bJrn :Ln 1 690 , marr ied, 1711 , to ?sbecca C~ r:-:>Jt~ \-J~lo 

'~"JSS a c:aur:.:hter of Lyman Gr:>ot, '~"Jh'J settled in L'~e 1,-J Y::>r'k st.c.it8 in 161.:~~ 
Their children were 

-.F raericl{ ~'-~ ich:la s VAN PATTE;N 
E:ua 
Simon 
John 

Nicholas' children were as follows: 
Nicholas 
Fre de_r ic k 
Q • 

Ca trine 
1'1ar i a 
Elizabeth 

Peter 

vl~Dfl (..<' 

Arrent'{q_:jas~born in 1764 .and. married Helen LeGrange; to tne~n 1vere born 
the followi~~ children: 

Armatye 
Arrent 

Helan 
Nicholas 

Frederick 
Peter 

Myndert James 
Myndert was born in 1794 and married Annah Coop; to them were bJrn 
the followin g children: 

Mary Ann 
Caroline 
Elizabeth 
James L. 

Sarah 
AarJn 
Nicholas 
Hester (or Esther) 

John Coopv~~ ~ATf~ 
John CJJP married Ra che l A. ~cCJy ana tJ them were ~Jrn t e f~~l~win[ 

children : 
~dwin Hugh Szra Ly~2n 
J e a r~ :-: i e , i n t 8 n t d i e :.: '·.; i ll i a:·;: Vl c C o y 

G·l,(u-icl.lo . F rank TJ.T. ·- )HE),Mfi<-BTEADEID..:.-lT-- IN 18-85.:.-· 
Fr a n ~{ \·.' . Van Pat t en married Em11 u Star'n s , Cc·co~'';r 1 :~1t3'~_; . T'c:> tberr: h'8i."'O 
born the following children: 

Jennie R0wena, Eelen Bee, Sept . 29 , 1e9o, Lene1 Rache;l , J11ly 13, 
1892, F rancis Ed\·Jina, J-Ll_ne 29 , l 897 .. ~t,-·, ~n died July 29 , lb99 . 
Emm a re ~,a rried - tc:> ~., . .J~I 1 •or-v\ I·1acnab , to them 1.ri8.S bC)rn Bern2rd 
HB.cnab. 

Helen Eee Van Patten married Alexander Macnab, May 5 1909. 
born No v. 23 , 1877, and died March 19, 1949 . 
To t~e m waD e born the fc:>llowin g : 
J:)bn Alexander 
Francis Hil1iam ~ 
B .::J by g irl 
l1.ti a r y E 1 i z abe t h 
DonaJdEdwe?.r> d -
rrhomas Stuart 
Charles Robert 
Cat he r ine He lc n 
Peter Joseph 
Geor ge Ler,-; is 
Patiick Goldie 
Rose anna 
De l 0 r is J- J a n 

FARMED XTFROM-, 1943 * * * * 1982 

~- -.....:: ....:.. ~~ 

LIVED- AND FARMED IT FROM 1943 ***1982 

~ ". "!"' i.:... 

I I I' 

He \..JC:: s 



PATRICK G. MACNAB . MARRIED MAXINE SCHERRER 11 '- 29-49. 

CHILDREN 

GARY J. MAENAB 3/4/52 HE IS NOW FARMING VAN PATTEN 
RANCH NOW. 

LINDA L. MACNAB 10/10/54 
GAIL L. MACNAB 1/8/56 
DEBRA B. MACNAB 2/15/58 
PATTI L. MACNAB 5/1/59 
DEAN P. MACNAB 3/27/62 
HARRY A. MACNAB 3/27/68 

ROSEANNA MACNAB McCULLOUGH 

CHILDREN 
KENNETH R. McCULLOUGH 11/18/53 
LAURIE A. McCULLOUGH 10/12/55 

MARY L. McCULLOUGH 5/13/58 
JAMES K. McCULLOUGH 8/13/61 HE IS ALLSO FA RMING 

VAN PATTEN RANCH WITH GARY MACNAB . HE AL SO LIVE'S ON HOME-
STEAD.OF THE VAN PATTEN RANCH 
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