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V APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS

Deadline for filing applications - May 1, 1985

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT:

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.) ,M${ RAL PH M CJ- 7A/7 #A/ YMtiJ Sttfe VC^/sVrdAY
Your address: 33/3 SW Hi/TA/FJ? /?£>. <>1?£J//AM J/f 97*3 &

Street, Route, or Bo£ Town Zip

Location of Farm: J?J13 5 W8 i/Tl^/j D £ff£JA//tA1 Os? Al &A7~~
Address County

To qualify as a Century Farm, a farm must hsve not less than 10 acres vith a gross
income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out of the five years
immediately preceding application for Century Farm Honors. Does your farm meet
this qualification? {, " \

Name of family member vho vas founder or original owner of farm

EUPH£Mf/{ BvTAPXj
Year founder settled on farm / ff / Y Where did he ccme from? £Z<c\ qft £ AS 7~"

£H£ ^.H , i. y c,A Mf Q/ ^A £ 6f/V ffa
Who farms the land today? #A LJ,7 , 9 3£SS/ < I 'X /A/TO// __

Relationship to original owner? C<>'ftf£rttA 8^'T^f^ IA7A5> M/67?£/iT&$/!Ap£7Arjtfg/?
OA At/ tf07/t6/%} S/&S ePAylM'L/

Are any of the original buildings still in use? If so which ones?7 A//) 8 u£

&#^P £(y'AiBfR £/?0AI Ofi> ,0 /,.y.;_ ZAk-RN JS OS£D ,AtSCMCiUDS >

If you know crops or livestock raised on f.ann one hundred years ago, please list:

AiL C'~ r/-te a Aa7D / c> jy/e> Ad c/ \A,'A-> Co *'£/?£& vVs 7HHc &<S O/O &/?d \A/£#£/7? £7pf £$
So Lot t£ 7/A*£ Lt'4± SP£.Vt C7£,.u?/a£-#s/7AA/£>/fy6J?7A7c^AfY/a,vu-/t>u 77aDa 77<>&&£• #7

/~£>Vcf A LI AKctsNP 7"A£3<f-r Ac7?££ - 7^#t"T 7~7f£&* iv£/*&Pa.aa*t£G
What do you raise on farm today? j/V£ //AVt ^c/j>/wa <, ^,yr PM%/^7j£ ^0^ ££<££ 7T

CATTLfL ~ &&f?e>ep c^lc^ •+7WA-r/T 6£a/£-*A7*&ais•••<-*A Life*:'v^-•lA?L/At<:.&<Z¥*vil3
4JLSO J% AS<!l?££S - ,\ CARDS* 9 AST^all o 7??/i,J7? o.

How many generations live on the farm today (Names)? Cj/\U y c1^^ *-£,i/£^.,j7/tJM A\/J IA7

W£ ,4Aia£ 3 ( W/jLD/teA/ 9 £f/£L' AM (/£. 7 CrtfAAAD^ 'A//L n/?F v 3}tf#d- '*S~
7HE FARM D€'$C Ri6£- O /At £m c kc S £ O

How many times has the original farm been divided? QqqJjM£«n VA A/6>/V S~PA/?C£A5 -
£10R£ £XP-AAnA T/cfi/ W REVf^SS S /P<L

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the be"st
of your knowledge? .,

£**
Please return for*' to: ^k/A/,^7. <l^iJS^ >*vX, &dd,*<ftt. Aj

7 Signature ofwner
Elizabeth W. Burnlcr, Field Historian
Oregon Historical Society
1230 S.W. Park Avenue

Portland, Oregon, 97205 ClF.3



£U pHf;M /A 8 uTL £R- AA Y&R£M&f? AND MoTMt^ ALSo
HAD ANOTHER 7 9Ac*e3A04KB"rro'r-
P£S£Ri8AD *Af £A>CA0S£V OOCOMBMT.
Acres ARLAocATreo ,» 7,Ar

C^/ZLP R£N • <>*£ ° h " roMT y
£lusm \a o uy m *l-OWN *

lM*<r\A'oA*fies- rue

ees-r of iHA-i 7/fAcr 'J *lavV XT/jr/iLSfftres
5P8/A/& AOC ATAP OA/ r** - RMevSefi'LD,
,1 fam>i->^ *,rr# ***/** r„<,s£«,ft* havccattle.
,a,vn <4 GrARPfNS <*W*T£*F

CAP,CT»RE ^OUR 0UD//OUS6 t
T 14//lL 6A/CAOSB AP/c TU«t

„, ,a a/3 tTSWS fAc SAW

AAAR&6 woep SHEP tfLA///v/s
is /o r A>Ji fi?<ftfiiPS •. d&R P/<-'AS«LV£&TA0L£S /A/ fft-A-o/s/tP A*f£ MMStri*-*

ALSO 3tt*WS Ar£i£Pt/*«e \AAt«e 0«r/VA AAocSA*"*
A Pit Ker FFA/cs ARomnp c///M<v£y

« i zr \a \a &RAMP M0 / &£ %*lAAAS <KDAu6.reR -AMDASIST6R oAAty^VANv

£T77\ £> *.s/?,ci/A/r*" w,Rt^y T„

rue Sur^£K So/zs ia/H* wef£ eoftTP ^ */fjf



„,»*#«l'***** -**'$*» '***• "*
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CEKT1P1CATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

1 hereby certify that the farm for vhich f*j L}MT<9 fj ft/).LPj4 3<BSS\g.

: , Sit. /-. < /// <. £?D £/,</ v/m/w oh v ,<•
(owner's Name and Address)

is a pplying for Century Farm Honors has been in his family

continuously for one hundred or more years.

J^-t }S ?e% Ci/ST^e 1^5 (County Recorder/Clerk)

Date



^c<r- £*t.^, y^ fan**pr**<KSs, vh^Z* ,



Uu

April 2, 1985

Mr. Ralph Clinton
2212 S.W. Butler Road
Gresham, Oregon 97030

Dear Mr. Clintons

Thank you for your letter of March 21 regarding the
Century Farm Program. It sounds as though your land
has a long and interesting history!

I have enclosed copies of the rules and application
forms; please note that the deadline for application
is May 1, 1935. We will be making the awards some
time this simmer, but notdate has been set as yet.

Any additional history of your farm, photographs, etc.
would be greatly appreciated for our archives.

Thank you again for your interest in the Century Farm
Program.

Sincerely,

Charles F. Wellman

Coordinator, Century Farm Program



United States of America,

TO

Euphemia Butler,

Patent

»

Book ^7 PaSe ^2
Date Dec.30th 127&

Reo'd Aug«6,lSSl

Certificate Ho.1022

Application No•2323

^S.There -a been deposited in the General ln ^
£the United States aCertificate of the Hegister of the .and

loa at Oregon City Oregon whereby it appears that pursuant
j onr^ Hav 1262^0 secure Home-to the Act of-Congress approved 30tn May ISoZ.i

steads to actual settlers in the Public Doaaln" and the acts
elemental thereto.the claim of Euphcia Butler has been
established and duly constated in conformity to law.xo, the
South East quarter of the Hortn East charter and the lots
num*ered Eleven and Twelve of Section twenty in Township One
South of HanSe Three East in the district of land subject
to sale at Oregon city,Oregon,containing seventy nine acres and
fifteen hundredths of an acre,according to the «*££^
the Survey of the said Land returned to the General Land Office

.V. Tnat there is therefore granted
by the Surveyor General; . • .That

+o +>i- aaid Euphemia Butler the tractby the United States unto the saia JLupno-i

of Land above described.

By the President R.B.Hayes

By tf.H.Crook,Secretary
S.W. Glark,Recorder of the General Land Office

,-.> PftnM Vol."7) T>age 306.

%-



Warrv. food

EuphesXa Butler,a widotr ,

To

Ida E.Hamilton,

Book 317 page 2S

Date Dec.29,1903

Reo'd Dec.29th 1903

Con.$200.00

Signed,sealed & witnessed

Acknowledged Dec.29,1903

Premises-

.. .do grant,bargain, sell and convey . .all the followins
bounded and described real property,situated in the County
of Multnomah and State of Oregon.

All of Lot No.Eleven (11) and the South half of the South

East 1A of the H.E.l/4 of Sec.twenty (20) 1 S.J E.W.M.
This deed is made to correct error in a deed recorded on page

66 in Book 307 record of Deeds of Multnomah County,State of Oregon,
. • .free from all incumbrances. . .

Covenants General Warranty-



ffcrraaty. D«ed

Eupheraia Butler,unmarried,
To

Ida E.Hamilton,

Premises-

Book 307 page 66

Date March 23,1903

Rec'd Hay 2nd 1903

Con.$200*00

Signed,sealed & witnessed

Acknowledged March 23,1903

•••-all the following bounded and described real property
situated in the County of Multnomah and State of Oregon:

All of Lot Ho. Twelve (12) the same being the South half
of the southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of Seotion
Twenty (20) Township one South of Range three (3) EaBt 0f W.M.

According to the official plat of the survey of the said
land return to the general land office by the Survey General.J

Said plat described contains J9 15/100 acres more or less.
•. .free from all incumbrances. . .

Covenants General Warranty

C\

•illltfl
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«»1409w 86
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE FME1MNTS, The*

% t* ji •fii iriun 0/ Ton anj lo/lflQ - -

to t-JlCT
husband TIfcl wl I'm. ""»

*••** #r«K. htojdk Mff arW own; unto tto eeM

*rr-mnu»\i\ Lot Ho*wi.

. Soot of tho Tillojootto ohridi
Satoopt thorofr«o tho Wort 20 a
oornor of Oo-Tonajont Lot flown, mhiu

SIS foot, thoaoo South 1ST foot. ^•ToTL.SVlirV^*' »••••• •***
U... • .trip of i«i oxJ»S2,1?r^t SS^L^LIl^!!^ f *•*-**
South boak of .troh^ tr^^U^i^^^J^^i^jT^ * *"Oo^r—Bt Lot Il^ht, t. s.otloi*S£ JSSlfcifsS2 '^ *

I

demand* of o// penons vAomoooi-er. owwmt m #«rfur eta

•ITifi-o.. hood «*M^/ ,** 2Stb.:- _oW-| «_ _ -^

STATE OF OH BOON.

County ol "ultnomah

**thm named

husband xnd wife

On Mb 31 Bt o*yoi .19 SO,

O \l .*'. *^ aro *fwm to deecribmd in mnd who emeoueed the within
the tune /ra*/y mnd rohtnterUrIN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, Iher. henZnto JtTZJ ^ *«,*,0*1:**). -
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Notety FttbUe far Oregon.
Mr ComoiMOJon «xpfrw K*J 6* 12&,
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Gresham, OR
(Multnomah Co.)
Outlook
(Cir. 2xW. 12,000)

JUL 17 1985

Hen* P.'C'B , (»•if\%^sr-;i ?«VT^r'-.--

enefations work this farm
**"§

ler spread
honored os

century farm
by SHARON NESBIT
of The Outlook staff

It has been 107 years since;
Euphemia Butler straggled into-
(iresham with'six children to claim•
her farm.

Since then, tour generations have /
planted a lot of things on the land —
berries, flowers, vegetables and evenf
two Butlers.

Ralph Clinton, great-grandson of
EuphemiaButler, can sit in the living
room of his home on Butler Road
(named after, his family) and point
out the corner of the property where
two Butler sotis were buried.

The original 160-acre homestead
has dwindled to 18 acres, but the fact
that it is still earning its keep as a
farm arid remains in the same family
qualifies Clinton's property as a cen-

' tury farm, an honor, that is passed out
weeevery"five years.

t:Oniy two farms in-Multnomah
Cdunt^wOh'tfelstu^
from the_Oregon Histotiear Society:":
The other is the Andreas Graf farm

on Larch Mountain, It will be
featured in Saturday's Gresham
Outlook.

Ralph "arid Bessie Clinton are' the
, fourth generation and fourth owners

of the Butler farm. They treasuretheV
original abstract which shows that,
presidents- Grover Cleveland /.and
Rutherford Bi Hayes approved the
homestead applications of Euphemia
Butler. Euphemia could not write.
Her signature is designated by a
mark.

"She came west in 1878 with her
husband.' He .left the "wagon" train-

: somewhere in Idaho to go to Califor-;
nia and was never heard from
again," says Clinton, 65. reciting

;,- farhily tales he learned as a boy.•"We /
don't know; what: happened to him,

; but they --never; found_'.each- other
: again?'

Euphemia, with "three boys and
three girls in tow.arrived in Cedar*
ville in rainy and nasty weather and

; people there took her in until she
moved on to her own property.
', The burials occurred in the 1880s,.
Clinton says./One Butler son died at
tie time-of tremendous wirirlst<
lfoo.'Faiieri treesblocked IfiVu
Gresham so he was buried on the pr$
fcrty.
• Another died of gangrene suffered
in a logging accident and was buried
beside his brother. A third son disap
peared. He showed up years later.
But his return came long a$er
Euphemia had sold the original farm
property in 1903 to a daughter, Ida
Hamilton.

"She (Ida Hamilton) married.a
railroad master mechanic who was
real particular about things. They
say he built a hog-tight, fence clear
aroUnd the whole place,'' recalls
Clinton. The mechanic also built a
home which was torn down in 1979.

Hamilton's marriage was brief,
but she continued to farm alone. She
picked flowers and vegetables early
in the morning, rode the street car to
Portland and sold them in the
farmer's market that was then on

.'-... '• .

Staff photo by Sharon Nesbit

Ralph and Bessie. Gli»t|>n still work the land at the Butler farm in East Multnomah County.

Yamhill Street.

Clinton's father, S.R. Clinton,
bought the. farm briefly doling World
War IIandheld it until hi^son got out
of the service.

Ralph and Bessie Clinton raised
three kids and berries on fhe proper-.
ty. He farmed full time, until the
freeze-Of 1955 destroyed',, his crop.
That disaster forced hirri to .go to
Portland and work as a carpenter
and farm part time.

The Clintons raised their;last berry
crop in 1980. These days they run 30
head of cattle and raise hav.

"There was an old sawmill, the
Rodlun Mill, down near Butler
Creek," says Clinton. "There was a
well there and to this day the cattle
root around in the ground there." ,;

Part of the heritage of the farmis
being in charge of the water system-^*
that serves several houses in the

neighborhood.

Gresham is fast, Overtaking the
small farm. These days joggers,
rather than falling trees, are apt to
slow the trip to Gresham.

"The city has annexed nine and
one-half acres. I guess we're just go

ing to sit on it until . . . ," Clinton
says, shrugging his shoulders in
question.

The.Clintons will receive a Century
farm certificate anda sign to display
on their property.

•

•

—
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