
MENZOA. OLDEN FAMILY
PIONEERSOF FAIRVIEW

DISTRICT

Menzo Alfred Olden and Mary Jane
Olden were married May 27, 1869 at
Bloomfield, Wisconsin.
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BumperWheatcrop of 1916—
Charley and AlonzoMcCabe

In Marchof 1882,theymovedfrom their
home in Muscota^h,Kansasto Oregon by
wagontrain — first to SanFrancisco,Cali
fornia — thenby boatto Portland,Oregon.
Two brothers of Menzo, Horace and
Arthur, remainedin California or possibly
were already there. From Portland, they
went to Comstock,Oregonwhich is about
30 miles southof Eugene,wherethey lived
for two years. It was at this time that the
railroad was completed in the year 1883
from the East to Portland. In 1884 the
Oldensdecidedto moveto Morrow County,
wherethey had heardtherewas more land
availablefor a growing family. They either
madethis trip theentireway by wagonor by
train from Portland to Alkali (Arlington)

— then out acrossthe high country (Shut-
tier Flat, and the Ridge RoadaboveRock
Creek),finally arriving in Morrow County
— wherethey homesteadedin the Fairview
District, tenmilessouthof lone.At this time
the family consistedof: the parents,Menzo
andMary JaneOldenandtheir six children
— HerbertMenzo,Louis Elmer,JohnRob
ert, Winnie Louella, Irvin GrantandJessie
Ethel. All of theseexceptJessie,were born
at Muscotah,Kansas,and shewas born at
Comstock.Later, Lola Eleanorwasbornat
theOlden ranch.

The Olden children attendedschool at
the Fairview Schoolwhich was built some
wherearound1887.The threeoldestof the
Olden boys, Herb, Lou and Johnmadethe
shinglesfor the school houseas well as for
the home that the family had built on the
farm between1884 and 1885.Someof the
first teachersat this school were: Marten,
Shealds,Hoseason,Mounts, Ella Mason,
Arnold Balsiger,RutheHoward and Anna
Belle Howard. Also, someof themboarded
with the Oldenand McCabefamilies.

At the time theOldenscameto Fairview,
all supplies,with the exceptionof lumber,
had to be brought from Alkali (Arlington)
to the ranchesby wagon. The wagon road
into Heppner from there was a long and
difficult one. The one into lone was only a
wagontrail — not aroad— evendangerous
in places.TheOldenfamily stayedwith the
Milt Morgan family, who lived near by,
until the Oldenshadenoughof their home
built to move in. It must have been a
strugglefor theseimmigrantsand pioneers
to survive underthe conditionsthatexisted
then,but theywerea sturdypeoplewho did
not give upeasily.

Mrs. Olden died at the home place in
1908 and Mr. Olden died at Hillsboro,
Oregon in 1913. Both are buried in High
View Cemetery,lone,Oregon.

Herb Olden married Emma Dobyns,
JohnOldenmarriedCharlotteGifford, and
GrantOldenmarriedMabel Barlow, — all
lived and farmed in Morrow Countymany
years. Louis married Nellie Holman and
lived in Monmouth, OR. Winnie Olden
married Roe Chrisman and moved to
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Washington,andJessieOldenmarriedSam
Henderson,moving to Washington also
after living in Morrow County for several
years.

Lola Olden,theyoungestof thefamily,
marriedAlonzo McCabeandremainedon
thehomeplace.Two oftheir sons,Jim and
Lonniefarmedthe landuntil theirdeath in
1962 and 1974 respectively.Since then
Alvin A. McCabe, a greatgrandsonof
MenzoA. Olden,agrandsonof Alonzo A.
McCabeandsonofLonnieA. McCabe,has
beenfarming thelandwhich istheoriginal
Olden homesteadplus otherland that the
family laterpurchased.

This farm willsoonqualify as a"Century
parm" —having beenin thesamefamily
continually and completely managedby
that family for 100 years. Charlotte
McCabe Lundell




