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APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS

Deadline for Filing Application - May 1, 1994

. Redacted for Privacy
(Please type or print) Telephone v}

Your Name (Mr.(zéggz) Ms., Mlss)gfﬁgj;,c}cq \5 }774\/

Redacted for Privacy
Your Address
street, Route Oor BOX # / CLity 41p Coae

», -91YV7

Location of Farm Sa pW

To gqualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have no fewer than
10 acres with a gross income from farm use of not less than
$500 per year for three out of the five years immediately
preceding application for Century Farm honors.

Does your farm meet this qualification? [/ eS

-

Name of family member who was_founder or or1c1na7 owner of
farm:_(u ) ltanmn  Jawe s Bennh/lgc‘)f o T1da 7/mﬂc_p [‘i@mwn7ev
Founder gained ownership of farm in (Year) qr( é\ ?%%3 (QDJG£>

(ATTACH VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION, See Rule 9).
»._/
Founder came to Oregon from lvyaVis C?if; /}'1CJQ/<%?LW
Who farms the land todav°77@ /VﬁvﬂﬂZﬂ /7%@V ;zvnuéz//éé%nru4icpy ;Zrﬂlcgﬁﬂ

Relati t wner / Vi , s ,?{~
elationship to original o:nerJﬂ1§.NQQy IS Luyh ( enrqugéy 9 Jae

Are any of the original buildings still in use? /org - QéﬁtZpr Ly (Le
If yes, which ones? 4

If you know crops or livestock raised on_farm one hundred

years ago, please list: 7imbeyv . !kzx; LT Jrees 2 QQVdEﬂ ptodutk

l’lOFS€5 TﬁaWS ) Q.C\}Ckézjxﬁ \[ P}j—i
What do you .raise on the farm today? }%;[A? AkweﬁﬁYds 5%1V

QQV({LV\ Qr()C[(.&QJ?4"QTu}\fM¢L /QMSC’S /‘r;ndé

how many generations live on the farm toa%%d (?QL&Y -

(3{ "é/nﬁvar&r\ o4 92'78]&77&,1 (5 ‘K‘ W FF
Please list nam??ili&n%jﬁg&ﬁg%?rv Jktvmic /ﬂav eé%rm 7%R?4561\
Mﬂ,jbnmf YJaaolh Thressém éﬁiQLme7Wn)

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate
correct to the best of your knowledge? ls eSS

c?é?ﬁ__ ;;f;/VZ(”,/ u/géiﬁ/7%7?5}4[ ;Z”ﬁ42 (jdkcp7-—

gnature of Owner

Please return forms to: Century Farm Program
Oregon Historical Society
1200 s. W. Park Avenue
Portland, OR 97205-2483



7&,& 6%M7<’V 7@”45/&7 MwueQ[ Zm%'s /Mﬁ/ T /Vhra/4
t?ﬁS,mkMg%?‘ 17 was Neweslead /yra/ﬂe4ZZ/.,
Aajfzy,MAQA m N5 GVT Wwas 3¢CY(/4/‘7€¢ wm,ﬁ@”‘/‘:‘”"?@//
)eavmd 71{\4%7A£ PL\)CL\Z KZ/KOQQ/ [and SO e
O(JJCa,‘rmcf a Zﬂaw \fo &a U /&rﬂ/e@\ | |
Willtam's sen Q@j (/376(5 2 years o(d /MA@/\7AJ”
family mooed 1o Uzs place. Me operdTd Th
: o e v
“@Y@W\Zyﬁ/b’ nlel his Sfc/c[m &07%67;\ 77(4/7 /757&o ’
Simee 7Kgn ‘/f& w()qrmmo/ f&sp&ﬂosﬁéff; TS MV\ Qarf)eq/
o The lesman “May ;l‘“”“éf 00/71@54}/0 fell T
MCH mm7f_/}’ G T reng (Be/y\)’u:;/lﬁfsf ) 007 a//\c/()/qrq
'S @G?A

Be,gmlw%’v’s Lo dw;%?&rsr at m
N @cf, (7?7 Ne v Sfxare 0\[% /9r0/0€4/7$7 L«/emf 7%

l/\,Qf I/MAS(}O/VLQ/ 7/107’1/!45 M'M/LWE/.
0f 1990 Themas MNmle, Y Trent

I n —ju/b ,
Bennmager &wc[et\/m ‘(\qrm 7o Thomas ¥ Cmqyé
Childven , @Cjﬂacc/ Wl&z7, James Jmley  of
(?‘\718’:4«474, (Qr émd Bar&@}’@ /Qa//?d/o/s @7[

W\ﬁc{(\mo/‘



STATEMENT FORM

I,/Paﬁr/‘am D) 7”4\/ | .

(Print Full Namé)

hereby affirm and declare that the farm which I own at
Redacted for Privacy '

— c -~

Dennmger 761 r
! (Full ADdress) 7

AJ ﬁ“{ County,

shall have been owned by my family as specified in Rule 2 of the

RULES FOR 1994 CENTURY FARM PROGRAM for at least one hundred

years by no later than December 31, 1994 .

\b%zw 01z,

Signature /

STATE OF OREGON

County of (C?QGLXIQ// ;
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this Ql day of @/@/LL/Q ,
1 _ i

19C1 , before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for
g

said County and State, personally appeared the within named

P@uk nua . WYLL(A),-\)
known to me to be the identical individual described in and who

executed the within instrument and acknowledged to me that\ﬁhi[Q _

executed the same freely and voluntarily.

In Testimony Whereof, I have
set my hand and affixed my

. official seal the day and

! year last above written.

i

0 ang A '\g\éd‘é‘ #){Lm %

(ﬁytary Public for Oregon

Commission Expires 8/Q0h'1
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Oregon Historical SOCIETY

1200 S.W. PARK AVENUE, PORTLAND, OREGON 97205-24-83
§03/222-1741 TELEPHONE FACSIMILE §03/221-2035

September 22, 1994

Mrs. Patricia D. May
Redacted for Privacy

Dear Mrs. May:

We are pleased to advise you that the 1994 Century Farm
awards for Lane County will be presented at the Lane
County Historical Society's meeting on Sunday, October
l6th, at 2:00 P.M. in the GARDEN CLUB, 1640 High Street,
Eugene.

A certificate honoring your Century Farm will be presented
at that time.

We hope you and your family will be able to be present at
this historic event.

Sincerely,

Ron Brentano, Coordinator
CENTURY FARM PROGRAM

cc: Ethan Newman, President
Lane County Historical Society

RB/g

Incorporating The Battleship Oregon Museum, Northwest Conservation Center, Oregon Geographic Names Board, Oregon Lewis & Clark Heritage Foundation

SERVING OREGON & ITS PEOPLE FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY
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STATE OF OREGON, ) = 4
COUNTY OF LANE,

on this, the < day of "‘M
A."Di, lm_personallv came before me a__m?um i
in and for said countv,' the within named &4""/“/ NM

and (dl— 0/‘-’\-&-'1/(4—- Naeery } ' 'h'is

s

wife, toi me personally known to be the identical persons described in, )
and who executed the within instrmuent, and aoknowledged'rto me that.
he exouted the same freely and voluntarily for the purposas therein

named. 42 k e SRl T ey { - dbwden 5 ‘ - / “] |

Witness my hand and seal thia._é_iday of ?‘\W 1i_Q_E,

- County Clerk
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'~ WARRANTY DEED

Thls Indenture Witnesseth, That, g &mm/ M berhowsiot

& 4,‘447/(‘ MW}

m for and in consideration of the sum ofﬂo” 2D =

(\
Bl /) Z., 77/4%{ el — — . DOLLARS
to pe%/d do hereby Bargain, Sell and Convey unto
W't// ,2 ’ J’%M&/’l/

- te

the following cgsoribed premises, to-wit.

S o] 'ki—tﬂhﬂi ‘iow;/4r ]77’ r’/J? W ;/6%»14(7ﬁf¢u‘zs \4/-é}
7 Jvce; 4> nwyy /5‘&&5 fa/uf 7)/14/{7 ’L"W‘:j g0

\
"'_ \_« -
Ve
DrUDb

- ~ TO-HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises, with their appurtenances,
: ] unto the Said%ﬂm /@ /3%"/"'-4/\491/{/ heirs and aSSignS forever.
~ And the said @i&v ahool Haldibo .ol

do LoD hereby covenant to and with the said )7/4/4&%

—&)AMMA;/M,- heirs and assigns, that he P
il s o500 | 9imple fof sald | premises, and they are free from all
encumbrances, DR A LI 3
and that he will WARRANT AND DEFEND the same from all lawful claims
' whatsoever A

IN WITNESS WHEREOF _ci_have hereueto set Wmmd and
seal_..._thls day of —f";dm Aes Do 1900

G v /Jlmvf‘ d bl band. | SEAT,

Done in Presence of

X, P, dg/bbtqg, S (SEAL)
2 é BQ"’gJ"A ¥ (SEEH]
A | : F— (SEAL)
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e i e e i M il 300

B e B o o T gy i e
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a~

legal custodian of, and is acquainted with, and has in his possession, the corporate seal
of said Company; that the_seal affixed to the foregoing instrument as the seal of said
Company is swech corporate seal; that the same was so affixed by him as Secretary
of said Company on the second day of March Ao D. 1903 by order
of the Board of Directors of said Company, and that he signed hbS name thereto by the

lile order of the Board of Directors of said Company.

In wilmss warQOf, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal

the day and year in this certificate first above written.

—
Wﬁtﬂ“‘i"*" .......

Notary Publie for Oregon.

State of New York, }
s
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW' YORK.
< e

Be it Remembmd, That on this Cj /- dayof %74 . ,d4. D.
one thousand riemt Zicrvesdoc V/ﬁc,_ : beforé me, a Commissioner of

the State of Oregon in the Stateof New Y. ork, residing in said City of New York,
personally came J v p. 70 yer., Vice, , President of the Union Trust
Company of New York, the corporation described in the Joregoing instrument as the party
of the second part thereto, and who is personally known to me; and he, being by me duly
sworn, did depose and say that he is, and at the time of tlz;e execution of said instrument
was, the  Vice, President, and that E R Merrits. is,
and then was, the :5'0/q; ¢ Secretary of said Company; that he knows the corporate
seal of said Company, and that the seal affixed to the foregoing instrument as such is

saz’d aorpo-rcbte S'eal' that the said seal was affixed by authority of the Board of Trustees

,ofsazd Co7npanJ, and that ke J, 1" 1. T2, ayer. s y.n
’ Prebzdent aforesaid, sznfned and the said E. R Merrilt. -as

,'Se.cr etary “aforesaid, a,tte.s'ted the said instrument by like awthority;, and the said

‘ J L B I'/L/(I/P;r Vice.  President as aforesaid, acknowledged the

cxecutwn 0/ scud m.strument as the act and deed of said Union Trust Company of

- New Yorkrfor the pwrposes therein expressed. - sy e PR

l“ wmiess waI’QOI’, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affived my

official seal, at my office in the said, City of New York, the day and year in this certifi-

cate first above written.

Commzsswner for the State of Oreg‘on,
in the State of New York.

s




B o g

g/@ﬁ&/t, A e i By m

CO EOIG the said premises,with the appurtenances thereto, unto the said purchaser,
his heirs and assigns, forever freed and discha réed from the lien, powers and trusts of
said Deed of Trust or Mortgage of July 1, 1887.

]ll wimess (meOf, The said parties of the first and second parts have caused

these presents to be sealed with their respective seals, and executed by their respeotivé

Presidents and Secreta ries, the day and year jirst above written.

In presence of 4>}z““)~ A zennt % [ Oregon and California Railvoad Company,
. }Q ///@
Y é/ Yy Second Vice-President.

pe = \», /:
\

Ovegon and Catifornia Railvoad Gompany,

By W&d@

" Secretary.

Wnion Trust Cowpany of Pew Fork,

¢ 7 President.

/ .‘4
(
\

Wnion Trust Company of Wew Hovk,

4

eI Secretary.

State of Oregon, }
SS
COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH.

;/Be:it‘fﬁemembered Thatonthis onq  day of

A. D. 1903 , before me, the undersigned, a Notary Publicin and forthe said County,

March

and State, duly commissioned and qualified, personclly came R.Koehler
Second Vice-President of the Oredon and California Railroad Company, and
Geo.HeAndrews , Secretary of said Company, whose names
are subscribed to the foregoing instrument as Second Vice-President and,
Seoretary of said C’ompany, both 'berso'ﬁally Tenown to me to be the said wndividuals named
and described in, and who executed the said, instrument, and they severally acknowl-
edded to me that he, the said ~ R.Koehler as Second Vice-President,
and he, the said GeoeHsAndrews as Secretary of the
said Oregon and California Railroad Company, executed the foregoing instrument
as and for the act and deed of said Corporation, for the wses and purposes therein men-
tioned; and he, the said GeosHeAndrews ' , being by me duly
sworn, did depose and say that he is the Secretary of the Oregon and California

Railroad Company, and resides at Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon; that he is the



: "%!M i i;" -: b \ o 1 ¥ A“k,. £ ‘.5 R 2 * ~‘ .-',h_f,,“. .- Y (Ve "v,.x o c 24‘ 7
o

‘ Quit Claim Deed No. 3403 Tssued f% Contract No. ' 5233

Cbiﬁ In dcn ture, .M ad% this ‘ -second- 7 day o/.”

March A. D. 1903
BQ‘W““ the Oregon and California Railroad Company, a corporation dulyincorporated _

wunder the laws of the State of Oregon, party of the first part, the Union Trust Companz)

of New York, a corporation created and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the
State of New York, party of the second part, nnd --=Edward Haberland=-—-—--— ""’;"-‘

e e e e hereinafter called the purchaser, party of the third part;
wlmQSSQ“’ That in consideration of the sum of ====-ascmsosmamerem e m———— 2

T e i e e o e e - Dollars pa,Ld to the part: J of the ﬂrst part,
A “and the sum of One hundred amd twenty (120. 00)—-- i o e e

SR Wy TR o om0 St g5 5 et i e e o s '-Dollcirs;
i paid to the party of the second part by direction of the party of the first part, as per
\ terms of Deed of Trust by party oj" the first part to party of the second part of date
July 1, 1887, the Oregon and Califorrnia Railroad Company doth herebJJ'emb,se, release

ke

s s A

and quitclaim unto said purchaser, his heirs and assigns, all of the ng‘ht title and

«
interest which it, the said Oredon and California Railroad Company, now has or owns,

o

or may hereafter obtain or acquire, in and to the hereinafter described lands; and the

7l e
" = o

said Union Trust Company of New York doth hereby release and confirm 'y,nto said pur-

chaser, his heirs and assigns, the said lands, which are described as follows, to wit:

&
£
¢
T
:

The North West quarte}' of the South West quarter of Section thirjt\g' 4
five (35),Township fifteen (15) South, Range seven (7) West, Willa-

mette Meridian.

3

T i e RIS T PR Gy

\ . '/ 3%
containing, according to the United States survey thereof TForty (40)=—m-—m—mmma-

e 1 10 0 0 v et e e acres, be the sanve more or less, being understood

to be pdri of the land grwntéd by the United States to the said Oregon and California

Railroad C’ompdny, and embraced within the terms of, and conveyed by a certain Deed,

5 of Tru,st executed by the party of the first pmt to the party of the second part, as
’ TI u,stee, a,nd bear ng date July 1st, A. D. 1 887. '

& f
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legal custodian of, and is acquainted with, and has in his possession, the corporate seal
of said Company; that the seal affixed to the foregoing instrument as the seal of said
Company is such corporate’"éeal; that the same was so affixed by him as Secretary
of said Company on the second  day of March y/A1. D. 1903 by order
of the Board of Directors of said Company, and that he signed his name thereto by the

like order of the Board of Directors of said Company.
In (Uimess wamOf, I have herewnto set my hand and affixed my official seal
the day and year in this certificate first above written.

Notary Public for Oregon.

State of New York, }
s
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.
Be it Remembered, rnat on this 2/ % dayof rrie 4. D.
7
one thousand }1cie Z; o A/ s 77/:;«, , before me, a Commissioner of

the State of Oredon in the Stateof New York, residing in said City of New York,
v . y » > o 37 ]’ : g
personally came J. V. B, Thayer. Vice. ,» President of the Union Trust
Company of New York, the corporation described in the foregoing instrument asthe party
of the second part thereto, and who is personally known to me; and he, being by me duly
sworn, did depose and say that he is, and at the time of the execution of said instrument
was, the Vier President, and that L R. Merritt, ' 8,
and then was, the *1ssistant, Secretary of said Company; that he knows the corporate
seal of said Company, and that the seal affixed to the foredoing instrument as such is
said corporatesseal; that the said seal was affixed by awthority of the Board of Trustees
/ . 9 .' C]- p’: 1“. EZ","/,%

_pf savd Compa/ng, and that he / Hey, as  py..

President aforesaid, signed, and the said o - as
‘. ) . E. 72’ .‘J‘"J'/"[(;f.

istantdecretary aforesaid, attested the said instrument by like authority; and the said
TV B b Vice. President as aforesaid, acknowledged the
bxe‘oﬁh’on of said iZz,(si‘l"rument as the act and deed of said Union Trust Company of

=

- New York for thé,ipurpo.ses_t' herein expressed. - - At

In wlmQSS wbél‘QOf, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my
official seal, at my office in the said City of New York, the day and year in this certifi-

cate first above written. ' ’i

wn the State of New York..




CO BOId the said premises,with the appurtenances thereto, untothe said purchaser,
his heirs and assigns, forever freed and discharged from the lien, powers and trusts of
said Deed of Trust or Mortsade of July 1, 1887.

| I" wimess thI‘QOT, The said parties of the first and second parts have caused
these presents to be sealed with their respective seals, and executed by their respective

Presidents and Secretaries, the day and year jirst above written.
o

In presence of S Kousis [ Oregon and Ealitornia Railvoad Company,
9 By Q// M~
od” /. ‘/{/’ifjf/ Second Vice-President.

Orvegon and alifornia Railvoad Company,

é/z,}/f(/w

By LA I
/ Secretary.
AMnion Trust Gompany of Aew Hork,
.

\ v
3 Qs —
/}Z/ | Q&‘%resident.

\

\

Anion Trust Gompany of Pew Hork,

—— X By @M ;i;ﬁ?‘\

ol Secretary. -
State of Oregon, }
ss
COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH.
BQ “ Remembemd, That on this second day of March

A.D. 1903 , before me, the undersigned, a Notary Publicin and forthe said County,
a‘(nd State, duly commissioned and qualified, persoria-lly came R.Koehler
Second Vice-President of the Oregon cpnd California.  Railroad Company, and
GeosHsAndrews , Secretary of said Company, whose names
are subscribed to the fozraﬁoﬁfng‘ instrument as Second Vice-President and
Secretary of said Company, both personally known to me to be the said individwals named
and described in, and who executed the said instrument, and they severally aclknowl-
edged to me that he, the said, % ' ReKoehler as Second Vice-President,
and he, the said .Geo;H.Andrews as Secretary of the
said Oregon and California Railréad 'gg'ompa,m , executed the foredoing instrument
as and for the act and deed of said Corporation, for the uses and purposes therein men-
tioned; and he, the said | Geo.HsAndrews , being by me duly
sworn, did depose and say that he is the Secretary b}" the Oregon and California

Railroad Company, and resides at Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon; that he is the
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(2-3-02—500.) i O C 24

Quit Claim Deed No. 3404 Issued for Contract No. 5831

Cbis In den turc’ .M“a c;e this | -second- day 0];'

March A. D. 1903
Bﬂween the Oregon and California Railroad Company, a corporation dulyincorporated
under the laws of the State of Oregon, parfy of the first part, the Union Trust C’ompany
of New York, a corporation created and existing under and by virtwe of the laws of the
State of New York, party of the second part, and, —————-m Edward Haberland————-

o et 0 e o e === hereinafter called the purchaser, party of the third part;
(Uimesselb: That in consideration of the sum of =——=—==mm- SA———— —— PU—
e e e e e e = Dollars paid to the party of the first part,
and the sum of One huhdred and eighty (180;00):/---"«-»'-¢-~-'~—~~-~ O
LA I Ao St I R— Dollars,
paid to the party of the second part by direction of the party of the first part, as per
terms of Deed of Trust by party of the first part to party of the second part, of date
July 1, 1887, the Oregon and California Railroad ( ‘'ompany doth hereby remise, release
and quitelaim wnto said purchaser, his heirs and assigns, all of the right, title and
interest which it, the said Oregon and California Railroad Company, now has or owns,
or may hereafter obtain or acquire, in and to the hereinafier described lands, and the
said Union Truwst Company of New York doth hereby release and confirm unto said pur-

chaser, his heirs and assigns, the said lands, which are described, as follows, to wit:

The South West guarter of the North West guartsr of Section thirty-

five (35), Township fifteen (15) South, Range seveu (7) West,Willa-

mette Meridian.

,//

v

containing, according to the United States survey thereof Forty (40.00)=—w- e e e e

T s s s e s e 10108, e the samve more or less, being understood
to be part of the land granted by the United States to the said Oregon and California
Railroad Company, and embraced within the terms of, and conveyed by a certain Deed
of Trust, execuwted by the party of the first part to the party of the second part, as

Trustee, and bearing date July 1st, 1. D. 1887,

i e S e e — ~ e ———






Benningen Histony
By

Jrene Benningen
71985

J, being the youngest grandchild of Fim and Jda
Benningen, counted it a privilege to have lived next
doon 2o them until Grandpa died, and aften that Grandma
made hen home with us and at times she vigited hen
other children, J spent many. houns with my grandpanents
and heand from them many of ithe stonies J have wnitten
here. Some of the events wene things my Jad told me.
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Benningen Histony

The call "Go [Jest Young man Go West" must have been the sound that nang in my
Grandfathen [illiam James Benningen's eans as a young man, He was boan at Brandy
Camp, AR Co., Pa, on Nov, 14,1850, His family wonked in the timben und fanmed, 7
nemember about him telling that they would cut the dogs and have them neady 40 when
they had a hand freege they would haul the logs out on the Lice, as they could move a
dangen pile that way and not be wonking in the mud, J think he was from a good alze
famidy but J am not surne how marny, J nememben Grundpa telling the atony that an /ncle
and his wife had ninteen childnen, They cooked oven an open fine place, which J gueass
at that Lime was common. He cooked the hot cakes fon breghkfast and the fumily coulani
stank eating untid he had a stack as high as his knee neady to eat, They said he was
a tall man, Zoo. [lJhen he had a stack 122@( tall he could keep up with the fumily while
they ate,

“ My Grundmothen Jda Flonance Buntlett Benningen was boan Jan, 21, 1857 in

efferson Co. Pa. Grundma's family and Grandpa's Lamidy wene fj.l,élla/.d in Pa, Grandmal.
gaand{luihea Saxton was a Dr, and hen Grandpa Buntlett had a sawmild and furnitune
Factony. Grandma Zodd of working with her Grundpa luing chains togethen, Jn laten
yecuwoé,f a chain came %o peices she was ithe one that would Hx it 40 Lt would stay
as go as new,

? When Grandma was about nine, Hen fumily moved from Pa. o nean Tnavense City,
Mich, They went by boat from Cleveland, Ohio, on [ake nle, [ake Supenion, and onio
LaRke Mich, befone they neached thein nev home in Norihenn Mich, This nip way an
unfongetable tnip, as they encountened such a bad stonm, Zhey didn't expect to
complete thein gourney; they thought they would all be on the boitom of the Lake,
Later you fLind this stony written by Grundma Benningen, (h the boat with them wenre
thein belongings on a wagon and thein team of honses. They made this inip in Nov. 1866
They were a fumily of five children at that time, That meant many wouths 2o keep
Led that finst winten in the woodlands of Nonthean Mich., The wintens there wene
very cold, Hene they took up a home stead with thein nearest neighbors a mide away,
This was the Cand Hamilin family with two girls and three boya,

The next year aften settling in Mich,” Grandma!s fathen, an (lncle and M, Hamilin
onganized a schood Dist, and built a log schood howse on.the cornen of thein pronenty.
During thein eanly yeans in Mich. hen ﬁtﬂejz hauled lumben from Silven [ake to
Travense City,

As 2he yeans passed others cume 2o Noathean Michigan including a young man by
the name % Jm Berningen, This young mun being my Grandfathen had heard the call
"Go West Young man Go lJest”, The timber in Pa,’ way fast being cut and since what
he did mostly was wonk in the timber, he went to Nonthean /}}chg'grm and getiled cloge
2o whene Grandma's funily was living, A the time Grandma's fumidy had left
Pennsylvania, she was a Litile gind with pig tails; now Grandpa found she had grown )
ko an atiractive young dady, who becunme x‘.ie atiraction in his dife veny soon, 7
After a countohip they were maniied Maach 7,1875 in Grand Travense Co. Michigan, | i
There they settled and stanted naising thein fumidy, Finst bon was Grace, zhen !
Mabel, Eanest, Claude, Coy, and Vena,

In 1881 much sickness and death stauck the Lumidy; in three months Zime aix
members of the fumily died, among them Grundma's and Grandpa's Little daughten Nabel
who was about three yeuns old,

Alten all this tragedy Grandma and Gaundpa took Grace and went buck to
Perrvsylvania and visited Grandpa's famidy, Grundma's fathens parents and friends,

[hey wene Zhene forn nine mont/is befonre nelunning to thein home in Michigun in Feb, 1533,
At that time Grundpa bought a little store at Buntletd, Michigun,and daten took oven
the Post Office. They had this fon elght yeuns untid they sold out und cume 2o regon.

Once aguin the call "Go West, Young fMan, Go West" way heurd by Grundpa Benningen.
Some close friends, among they Charlie Hamlin hud come to Oregon and wrote back whai
beautiful timben was in the [ake Creek Valley, [foon Hamlin came next; he wanted his
folks to come, The [ee Congdon family sold out and came. Next Uncle [yman Thomoson
came , found a place to live, and sent for his young bride fonothy (Aunt Dona),

Aunt Dora was 18 at the time she mude (he tln from Michigun 2o the wild Yest Oregon

alone on the traime J wish J had copies of the lettens she wnote home of hen talp
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3
Lo Onegon but J dont. J understand hen irip had many wild experlences, At that
2ime Jndians would come on board the irains to sell thein beaded and deathen things
2o the people coming west,

When Aunt Pora arnived in Junction City, Onegon, on Feb. 1892, lUncle [yman was

there 2o meet her, He would tuke hen the 16 miles oven the Mountaing to hen new
b home in the [ake Creehk Valley, The country was wild and the neanest stone on Post
Ottice was Junction City,

Their #nip from Junction City 4o [uke Creek was not uneventful, aince the duys
in Feb. are short and wet, dark ariived before they got oven the QUd High Pass /IL.
whene the nvad wus nothing mone than a ¢ood trnail, 5/1&[_6 [yman had a cant and honse
they wene traveling with,” Befone they 9ot down the Mountain which came down at
Horkon Vilde (now some call it Jumestown and no one lived there then) they had an
accident, The cart tipped oven and Aunt fora was bumped some, but not badly hurt.
Uncle [yman left her in a trappen's cabin near by while he went to get helo und a
Light 40 they could see to get the nest of the wiy to their new home. Jt would be
one aoom of the two room howse lincle [yman was shaning with the Congdon fumily,

This was a log howse located on what is now the Wolfe place, That winten was one
of Onegon's open wintens with almost no snow at oll, ‘?o the families coming from
Michigan this was Like fleaven, Now dettens from Aunt Dora and lncle Lyman went east
telling mone wbout the wondenful climate und «ld the beautiful timben that they wene
sune would soon open up for market,

Again Grundpa could hean the call "Go [Jest Young Man Go lest"., He wanted Zo
come to (Qrnegon and get located ithen send fon the bunily, Grundma would not stand
Lon that ay she was expect/;(pﬁte alxth chidd in late Manch. On flanch 27,1592, Vera
arrived and then plung to come 2o Oncgon wene in full awing, [hey sold the stone,
had an auction sale, and begun #o /ﬂ . Aunk fona's lettens tedling what Grundma
would need fon the tnip helped a lot, I rememben Grundma zedlling how hea faiends
helped her muke diaperns out of all kinds of s0ft worn out blankets fon the tnin
diapens that could be thrown away, She couldn't canny anound all -the dirty diasens
fon zen days on mone, She probably hud the finst despogable diapers ever made,

) Grandma hadnt been oo anxious to deave hen funily and friends 2o come #o the
- wilderness of westean Onegon but she did consent #o come for just five yeans, The
five yearns grew into the nest of hen Life y @8 necthea Grandma on Grandpa even went
back 2o /hi.cﬂgun not even forn a visit, Coy, thein son was the ondy memben of tae
family 2o even netuan 2o the state of his binth., His entire family made this irio
in the summen of 1949, We made the 7500 mile #nip with two cans and two amall
traldon houses, lje visited 16 states, visiting friends and nelatives all along the
way, Coy made the statement he wis s0 glad hils panents had brought him to (Oregon
w/ze:z//ze was a boy as he didnt care fon the climate in fiichigan ds it wis 40 hot cnd
sticRy, -

%/ze Benningen fumily was packed and on thein way lest on June 10,1892, They
traveled on the Noathean Paci./f',(cl train and when they neached St, Paul they had to
change Zo the Great Norothemn Pacitic as the railroads wene washed out throught

Minnesota, the fakotas and Montana, This cawsed them to have o detour up into
Canada 2o [inapeg and then lJest and down 2hrough Seatlle, ljashington to Portland,
Oregon and on South zo Junction City, Oregon on June 20,1892, They svent the night
at the finty [ee Hotel in Junction City.

Duning the tnip across Canada, Jndians would come on the traing when Zhey stoppec
yping- Lo gell the travelens nocking chains made of buffalo honns,  Moccasing all
beaded and beautiful, Aunt Grace fﬁou‘(}/bt hen dud should buy a chain but he dicnt
agree with hen 40 no chain wwy bou

To meet the Benningen family when f.hel}/wzfz/u;ved W Junction City wes lincle [yman,
Jett and (Jidliam Campbell. je,f,f#Campbeu @ wagon and team and Grandpa [Jidliam
Campbell had a two seated hack and team, (Jhile doading thein taunks and packing
boxes they found that they hadn't all arrived yet, Grandpa asked the man at the
atation how much he would change him to tuke cane of the boxes of things that wene

I stldd 2o come untid he could get buck Lo picR them up, The man told him foun bits,
That team not being sometiing wsed in Mich., Grandpa didnit know how much that waas
40 he told the man”he would gladly pay him if he would tell him how much foun bits
uxig,



The wagon that Jell Campbell was dinving was loaded with the twnkae, packing
boxes and suitcases, Grandp and Aunt Grace node with him, Grandma, Ennest 7 yeans
odd, Claude not yet 4 yeans old, Coy not yet two, and Aunt Vera not thnee morz,é{/: odz,
node in the hack with Grandpa Cdmpbeld,

The 16 mile rip from Junction City oven the Mountuin to the [ake Creck Vall
Look all day, This was an expenLence that Grundma neven forngot, They wene ondy the
aecond wagon oven that Old High Pass Road and probably now we would calld it a irail,

J nemember Grundma telling how LUGht she held the buby in one anm, held on with
the othen hand, and had Coy on a box between her hnees, Ennest and Claude in the
back seat here holding on fon dean Life, Aas they ccme oven the Mowndain Grundpa
Campbell todd Grandma® that when Lhey got doun the (lountuin the gouing would be beiten
but the noad would be nougher. Gaindma wondened Lf Lt was noughen how she could stay
Lin the hack, They arnived at thein Linst home on [ake Creek on June 27,1892, Funt
Dora 2old Grandma” she had heard hen (Gaundmas) baby crying fon two days she was 40
anxiows fon Grundma's fanily to arnive., Aunt Dora, no doubt, was homesick belng s0
young and so far from home,” They wenre late wnlving due 1o the detoun up into (anacc.

The Benningens finst home in Oregon would be d 400 room dog house they would
shane with two othen families forn a few months. This was on whit ig now the [WodLe
Place, The one family was Aunt fond and lncle Lyman this was G, s youngest
/u'ﬁj‘i/z. The othea being the [ee Congdon family who had been thein neighbons in
MAchigan,

%oon the three men came up the Valley to locute thnee homesteuds. [ee Congdon
picked the pelce of property west of whai is now the Hsnton Road, The Konton stone
Lo on the east side of the oniginal Congdon Place. My Grandpa Benningen picked the
dand east of the Honton Road, ~Of course at that tune thene way no nvad in this pant
of the valley, lncle [yman went North and East one mile from the Benningen place o
pick fon his homestead.” The dund had not been sunvayed at thut tine,

The Linst of August Aunt ona had hen tinst baby a gind named [ottelle, She
arived right at thrashing time and thene wene no doctons anound, 40 they called fon
Mo, Campbell who acted as midwife, She had Fust stanted dinnen fon the thaashing
crew 40 she asked Aunt Grace then 15 %o go and get the dinnen, With the help of
Two odd men (M, [aftus and M, Vertrease both old bachelons), the mission way
acomplished, Aunt Grace made pies, cooked the chichen which Grandma Campbell had
dressed and the dinnen wxs neudy ,C!a/z the hungny thaashing crew on time,

The finst big job was forn the men to buidd @ 16 £t by 24 Lt dog howse with
a shed rvom 12 f£&, wide on the side. This way butdt on the Congdon place, The thnee
men wonrked on it and it way neady 2o move into the finst of Oct, The three Lamilies
plus Geornge Bissard and Sanford Pduchen made 4is move, 21 pernsons in all,

Aund Jona's family of three had thein bed in one end of the shedroom which was
the kitchen., Grandma Congdon und hen qirds had a bed in one cornen of the big rvom,
Grandma Benningen, Gnace, Coy and Vera shaned a bed in anothen connen of the main
noom,  Grandpa” Congdon with sons Ray and float, Gr.ndpa Benningen and his sons Claude
and Ennest plus the othen two men hud ihein beds in the upstaing, The stains way
a ladden up the wall,

They wene setteled in thein dog house #uot before Congdon's baby gids [wla
arived in Oct. This made thnee baZ'u in the household unden seven monthy odd, 9
have wondened if when one baby cryed if they all cried. There werne seven othen
chiddren and eight adults sharning the one small howse cooking und euting togethen
as one happy family, on maybe sometimes not adl thot /la/c;pg. They shared what Lhey
had, Graces #9006 was to go to the attéeand make the men'y beds, "

J can ondy imagine how crowded that smull house must have gotten thein f#:
winten in Ornegon (1892-1893), Onegon showed off its weuthen for them and dumped
three ft, of snow on them.” At that time ihis uppen [ake Creek Vudley was called
Litile Michigan as all the fumilys wene trom /711_c/u.fgurL.

Vhen they wene setiled on the Congdon Place Grundpa Lenningen stanted bullding
his house with the help of the othen men.  He found a cleaned level nlace close to
the hill and thought this a good place to buldd as there was no timben on that 8904,
Grandpa got his foundation down and one of Oregon's good hund wiins came and it Qicolt
stop untld they had u flood, Then Grandpa found out why there was a cleuning with
no trees. The waten stood in this low place all winter and the trees couldn's Gow




thene, The foundation to the howse was Looting, The creek banks werne much

naraowen then than

they are now 40 it flooded fasten, He then looked Lon the highea

place that wasnlt flooded to put his buiddings,  His house was built ondy a few feet

south of present

Benningen home nean the bunk of Congdon Creek,

Grandpa Benninger did not build a Lop. howse but built from hand spdit Lumben

and most of it came

house was also 16 f£t, by 24 fé. ~J¢ had an upstaing wi

trom one lange white fin tnee, 7/12’,% Lwea',/.:@ucme nalls, Thein
wo bednoom upstains and

Zwo bedrooms downstains, They laten added a 12 ft., wide shed hitchen on the side
of the house. At the time the house was built there wamlt a sawed board in the entiic
house. J nememben well helping jrandma aveep upstaing and the odd split board floon

with cracks betveen

them, Jf you didnt aveep bt ways of the boards the dirt all

wenk down the cracks. J was real heloful J swept lenothwise of the boards as dong

as Grandma watched

but when she didn't look J did othenvige as J didnt Like to take

up the dint when g gol Zo the end,

When thein house was neady #o move Lnto, they had to wait tidl flarch and let
Zhe anow leave Zo get honses and wagons up the valley fon the big day, fefone makinz 3
the move Grundpa Congdon and Grandpa Benningen borrowed a two wheeled cart wenit to

Junction City, and b

Before they got oven the mountain it

drnive while he went
They wene undoubt

ought 4wo cooR stoves 2o bring home oven the old High Pass M.
ot dark, Ganadpa Congdon had Grandpa Benningen
ahead 2o be sure tieg; stayed on the nroad as it was very narrow,

eddy dragging a tree as this was what they used as a_brake, They

needed veny little speed with no Light on the narnow mountain road, The tnip was
auccessful with no mishaps, |indows forn these houses wene packed in on hornse back

om Tunction City.
fram June Blachiy’

Late in Zhe fall of 1892 a Post Office was started by Slaytens
Tl then the neunest stamp wag Junction City, Blachly unis

named_fon {lidliam Blachl
The Linat winten aften these thnee Lamidies came to the Valley, there were two

mone men cane, Jess
shoes and tooR up ho

Rust and Jaspen Smith, They came oven the High Pasa ME. on snow
mesteads at [ittle [uke,

When Zhe day came #o move 2o the Benningen home, it was a great day, They had
Lo walt L flanch fon the three ft. of snow 2o melt 40 they could get honses and

wagon up the valle

for moving day, Grundma and Guandpa Benningen!s funily of seven

and. fAunt Jora and lncle [yman’ Thompaon's fumily of three moved into tie Benningen
house 2oo, This deft the Congdon family all alone in thein house, The howses wene
about one-forth mile apant but it wes through the timben and probubly seemed a dong
ways. The only othen family living in this end of the Valley wus the Hamernsdy!'s

darge famidy, "Th
mile away, i’ N

Lived on the place south of the Benningen place about one fonth

Many /{JLULQA /uBprmed thein firnst winter in Onegon. (ne was they nun out of
Grandpa

"Gaub" 40

enningen borrowed five horses and went o Junction City fon a

aupply of food, Then most things cume in bulk on in barrels 5o you packuged the
amount of beans, nice, coffee beans, (unground), dried prunes and wzz/wund pepoen,

etc, {n papen sacks;

Lhese wene loaded into gunny sacks and put on the honses bucks

forn the tnip back oven the Mt. and home. [Jhile they wene crossing the dast fond in
the creek (therne werne no bridges at that time) befone they neuched hone the honses

became scared and began to buck breaking ithe papen sacks und stinring the contenty
of all the sacks together, Grandma didnt LhinR cooking every thing togethen looked

very appetizing 40
would gﬁt a pile of

that ment 49% many winten evenings around the table, The
on

the mixtune e table and euch person would PLCR out one +hi

2o put in hig on hen dish, This must have been « new gune. J guess you would call
L "lnscrumble the Food!,

When the dand was sunvayed, Gaundpa Benningen found he wusn't on a Homesteud;
2hey wene on Raidnoad lund and thot ment he had 2o buy his eighty acens of land,

The Noath ,Cowz%e

o

had to pay $%,50 an acen fon, The south fourty he payed 53,50

an acre fon, This sounds lik:peanuts but when he could fnd worR docaldy he got
Lilty cents a day for thit, During harnvest tine he would o o the (Vildamett Valley

Lo wonk then he and
trom day Light till

his team of horses would get $§1.00 a day and Lhey would _onk
dark, They did get thein board und a place Lo put thein bed

nodds forn a few hourns of sleep.

The spring of 1

893 fLowd lncle [yman picking out the place Lo build Ais howse,
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This howse was North and East of the Benningen place wbout one mile, Where he
apdit boands 2o build his howse from. (Jhen it way ready the Thompsons family moved
dn,  Jt must have been quiet for each punidy Lo huve thein oun house and not be 40
cwwded,

Uncle [yman and Aunt fora where on thein homestead fon awvhile then they spent
gometine working on a prune a.nch neur fonrve. (Yhide they wene there Erma was boan,
Laten they went to the state of Washington forn sone éime,” From thene his fathen goz
them 2o go back to Michigun,

The spring of 1893 Tound the men clearing dand fon a ganden s0 they could hedp
raige food for the fomilies, fi salnonbernie padch nean the fonks of Cw;}?:iun Creek
and [ake Creek was cleaned for a patato patch, lithin the next two on thaee yeans
ewugh dund had been cleared to plant fuuit tnees, Thaee of the finst eicht on Zen
fuid trees planted on the Benningen place stildd stand today (1985) and bean fruif,
[he three apple trees ane the King, [uddwin and 7 hompsonfavorite,” Other fauit trees
such as the Goal apsle, Bosick pen, Senaton upnle und Yellow Lansparent apolde wene
added a few yeuny Laten,

The Benningen Lamily had been in Oregon avout four yeuns when Aunt Grace and
Uncle Ant were mannied, ~lncle Aint'y feunily had been on [uke Creek severnal yeuny
befone the Benningen Lanily cume, They Lived about one hadf nide up Post roud.

This ia where lincle Ant and Aunt Grace Lived and nuised thein two gons,  lincle At
wis a veny quiet man and J often wondened how he even go anound to talking o runt
Grace eywugz 20 asRed hen to murny him, [ad todd the atory about when Aunt Gruce
and (incle Ant had compan for dinnen, He just couldnt baing himself o asked Lon
the bilscuits s0 he wo Look at Aunt Gruice and when she would see him he would rub
his hands togethen and then she would huve the blocuits passed to him, [ad adway.s
sald Ant couldnt stand the alght of biscuts, he ate them as fast as he could.. fhany
Limes when (ncle Ant would be' sick Dud, then a teen agen, would have to go down and
hedp midk the cows and get wood and etc. (Jhen my /b’ob%e/z taught schvod at Dist, No,90
at Blachly, she boanded with riunt Grcce and lncle Ant, Pant of the time Mothen way
Lhere she had hen sisten [ela with her ay thene flother had been dead fon severcd yeans,
Mother todd about one time when she boarded thene, she had gone up sitaing at thein
howse and got hen Bible and when she come down staing she had en, and in trying
Lo catch hen self, she had grabbed for what even she couwld get holdd of and what she
got was lincle Anrt's that hung in the stains, (Jhen she came shooting out into
the Living noom with %eL/’Lz Bible in one hind and hi gut in the othen hand, (ncle find
2odd hen she shouldn't be 40 emphaiic about hen religion, lncle Ant and riunt Gaice
played fon many dances, lncle ' fint plaged the fiddle and Aunt Grace conded on the
oagan,  lincle fint goent a dot of time hunting and trapning and was out in much bad
weather 40 when J nememben him he was bent overn in hudf with athnitiy, He way one
of my favorit lncles because he didnt Lease me Like svme of the othen (lncley did,
Uncle fint and Aunt Grace wene mannied elght yearns befone Joe arrived and about three
yeans laten Ross joined the Lunidy,  Joe G.rzdy Ross wene s0 diffenent, Joe was a big
man and talkitive and Ross amald and uced,  flost evenyone hnew Ross ay "Runi™,

When Ross stanted 2o schoold he wsed a ditile Red Chain with a box in front fon his
desk as the other seats wene to bilg fon him,

In Jan, 1903 Ernest became il and died, Because of the bud weather cnd high
waten he was buried on the place ay they couldnt get down the Valley, [aten hiy
grave was moved 2o the Blachly cenetny,  Eanest was the second child fon Grandpa
and Grundma 2o dose.

One of Grandma's stonies wuy wout lincle Claude when he was about Live yeans old,
She heard him laughing s0 hurd and she went oul Lo see what wis 90 fLunny, i@t she
AW wes no laughing mutten o hea, It way in the winten and thene way a very high
waten and llncle Claude being a dare devil way out on a oot dog oven the creek with

s dog taying to push the dog in the creer,  [he awshing waten could have ecally
swallowed him und the dog., The wuter wuy 40 notoy she hud trouble muhing him heun
2hat he should come buck to lund, (lncle Claude was always irnging out «dd hindy of
ings Lo keen hiy fMother on hen Loey,

When fad way a young boy, the hids of the fumily ould stant in before Eusten
about a week und they would guthen wlld the hen €9G4 Liey could find wnd hide them,
but Lf some one found where you hed vouns, they ook Wl of them; you strated adl




overn again, The gume was 2o see who could heve the most egas on Easten foaning,

, Jn the mid 189014 the finst schoold howuse wxig butlt at” Honton, This building
was made of hand split dunben; it was sixteen fy enty four, The buidding wus
docated nean the fonks of [uke Creek and Congdon Creek on the Benningen place,

They found a high knoll to put L& on g0 Lt wouldn't Llvod,  Some of the Linst
Zeachens in his school wede fins, Higgens, Martha Robinson, [illiam Evenws,  The

dast yean they had schood in thiy bullding they had Lwenty students, About 192,
anothen schood building was built nearen the centen of the distnict, That buidding
was on the Jowens place nean whene Honton Road crosses [uke Creek about one haldl
mide from the Benningen place. By now there were about thirty students in the schood.
Some of them wene twenty yeans old. The one teachen taught all eight gwdes, They
neceived §10,00 a montk and boarded aound, wsuadly staying one week with each family
that had chiddnen in the schood,

By 2his time several more new families had moved into the community,  Some of
them wene the Jack Robertson family with childaen &d, Sadie, Hunny and Roy;” Joe
Barnrows and son Emeny and thein howsekeepen s, Lixby; the Cugene Towens faimly with
children John, Chardie, Vern, Kate and Ruth; the William Wodfes with childqen Loul se,
Callie, fJaisy and Jda (Babe) also Grandma and Grandpa (Jodfe ([ution and Harnieit ),
These fumilies wene from Minn, and wene acquainted beforne coming here. Thene way
aloo the Gavnge Swantzy Lamily with children Lizzie then teuching in Salen, Emma,

There was miny a 2ule told of what happened in those one noom achoods, When
my Dad Coy Benningen stanted to school he wanted 2o be sune he didn’ have to do the
same desson dwice 40 he tone euch page out of his book as he finished it. Thi, made
L a dittle hund forn his youngen aiaten Vera ag the books wene hunded down Lrom one
chidd 2o the youngen ones,

Another stony todd was when William Evans, a small man, wus the teachen., (One
of e b; boém named. John Tower Sprinkled pepper on_the top of the odd poi bellied
wood sitove duning schood time and the stove was hot.  This caused an unschiedual ed
neceds dn a hunny, The noom was cldeanod of crilddren und doons and window, opened
2o ain out. John thought he w.s in Lorn trouide g0 he went home pul on exira pants
and. padded himself and back to school he wend, [0 his surpnise nothing hapseneq,
not thut day any way. The next morning add John had to do ways dook crvgs ened wnd
M. Evans had him by the shink collun, fle gave Aim a good beating, atopped and rester
and beat him mone, ~His brothen Charlie was going o hedp him but” Emeny Barrowvs sat
Chardie down in his chain and he atayed put.” Some of ihe youngen children ended up
in the buck of the room ws fun wvuy a, they could get. [fhen Gohn goi home his fd
guve Alm anothen beating., J um sure this made a good group of culdren fon a dong
tme, _ M, Evans was a good Zeachen and good discipdinaiean,

The two flarnys (Harny Swarlz and flarny Robertson) showld have been called double
Zrouble as ithey wene always into aomething, My fad told the atony about when the
Swartz family Lived on the Evans place oven,on Feagerson Creek Hunny Swantz hud
broken some of the cows to ride and Haarny Robertson way viaslting him, Qui to ride
the cows they went, flarny Robentson god on the one Huny S. Zold him he could ride
but he couldnt get hea to” go and Harny S, 2odd him to hick hea wnden the cain and
then she would Go.  The dune thes wene in ways oo confining so Hunny S, would osen
2he pole gate but try as he wo (but not veny hurd) he Fuwst didnt get the 209 pode
down in time and the cow went under, deaving flnny R, hanging oven the 2op pode,

J am oure Harny S. was laughing veny hand,

When the two Hamrys wenre grown they had gone 4o the Yalley to bring in a load
of bricks. Tt was late in the Lald the roud oven the High Pass fit. was o muddy
mess.  [hey had a foun honse team and wene coming up the Mit. when one wheel of e
wagon droped into a big chuck hole and Hanny S, was thrown from the high seit on the
front of the wagon head finst into 0ig mud hole, Hanry R. daughed 40 hard he Leld
off the wagon into the mud hole, 400, Then they cowld daugh Logethen und d/za(} them
z,e;évzs from the mud and climb buck on tie wagon 2o continue there triip over the M,

ine,

In the eandy 19005 as mone familics moved Lo the villey there wene five scr0ody
between Horton und [ndiangle [ake. (he wuy ut Honkon, anothen one close to the Lok
of Honton Road and Highway 36, one was District No. 70, there wus one up Sowns Creek,
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and one at [ittle Lake, These schools wen congolidated in 71 922, The ealy yeans
aften the schools wene consolidated the children wene hauled to schood in a covened
wagon, flothen told of heating bricks and grind stone, for my lncle Slim Abbey #hat

ove the wagon and fon Many to put there feet on fon the lom rdde 2o school. Jn
1927 the schood purchased t;’{e Linat schood busses, that way the yean J stanted to
schood, A nelghbon wonking at school Lwught it way terible when the folks stanted
me 2o schoold @y 9 way 40 anadd, but J was neardy seven,

My Grandpa Benningen thougpt J coudd do no wrong, J nememben him telling fothen
not Lo get afien me thiut g was f'zuzt a little gind, The day J stanted 2o school he
wa.s w;z and couddnlt get out of bed, Mothen went to help Grundma with him and to
dee what way wrong, He didn% Fnow what was wrong and soon he asked Mother if 9 had
crled when Jt way time to get on the bus und 4o 2o schood. She said no J had
waved and got on the bus wiih no tears, hen flany had stanted o schood she had
caled and made such a big fuss, he didit want to see me have trouble Like thut,

When he found out 7 hadné huud Lrouble he was fine, und got .up as good as new, riften
Grandpa passed avay and J found out J waunk the angel Grandpa hud led me to beleive,
jwaaﬂﬁamddhaﬂdtoavewdiﬁoawu/bde. ‘

Before the tumn of the centuny the community of Blachly was named aftern a
pLoneen funily Iilliam and Malisaia Blachdy, The Jaiah and filice Slaytens Lamdily
had the Linst stone and Post Office. Thein chiddnen wene Myrta, Daisy, Emma, Chanlie,
B, Geaty and Pob, The supplys fon the Blachly store wenre hawled in from Juncition
Clty with team und wagon,  [his was a two duy ini » one duy each way, (he winten,

dd aJ,) Lre wagon was stilpped down o
#ust five boxing boands %o muke Lt ag L welght as poassible, Then the two Leams
coudd only haul about a thousund pounds,  Jssiah did pand of ithe trelghting, His
brother helped him and 4o did ’]e,f,f Campbedl, Roas Myers and [ew Cumpbell, “Then
duter that was Charlie Sdayen’s job,

For yeany Jelt Campbell cuirnied the il from Juncition City 2o Deadwood, In
Zhe winter when' the roads were b he would drive o team wnd hack as fun aq Blucily,
then honse buck the nest of the way, J¢ was told that wy one wdong his route tha¥
needed any thing would Just tell him what Lrey wanted, and as soon s he god Zo town
he would get what even unyone had asked fon ind on hig netunn ip he would take
Lt 2o them, (One man i wandk nis Mothen 2o bnow he Wi ustng tubacco 40 when he
delivened it he adways put it in the end of @ hollow dog, He neven mude a dist,

He was of the achooling that the mail must 90 Zhnough, 40 no matten what hind of
weathen the mail went.” The atony was told of the time the waten was 40 high in' the
Willamett Valley it way acnos, bhe noad fon two miles, There cume a cold apeld und

a Zale he couwld tell of his experiences,

My Dad told of one of his oun experiencey when he was in hiy mid Leens, he had
Laken the team und buggy to tike lncle (laude 2o the valley 4o find a £0b in the
dogging camp, ¢ wuy 4 bewtiful duy when they Left home but the next day fon the
neburn inip was a different dtony, & had ncined and the ned clay road wene very
adich,  (Jhile coming down the High Pass }iE, the going 9ol tough as the teum hid no
britchen, not even a _pole atrap (u pole sap went from the belly band on the honse
2o 2he neck yoke), Thi, wou«’a/o keep the nech yoRe from UG up unden the honges

es and the collan from going off oven the honses head., [Jhen he g0t Lo the siteep

pant of the Mt, and the noud wiy very alickR, the honses wene adiding badly and the
coldun got to dangling ALght un behind ¢he honseq earns. He had to let them o Lasten
2o keep from having an uecident as the b9y hud no brikes, Jit L00R s0me ,&{ncg/
daiving 2o get the teum amd duggy down 4o it with out huving a mlshup, which he did,

A-H'J\.au?]‘ Gaundma neven went Ouck o Mchigun hen sisten ELLL wnd fumidy cume to
vialt in Ornegon, 9 dont krow Aow muny tiney, they wene here but one Line runt ELLa
helped Grandma stant a Sunday Schaold at Horton, J rememben [ad Ltelling about one
Zime when ey came thut thein aon Who way about my Dud's age. The tuy boys decided
2o dig a tunnel Lhrough the hill to Blachly, 40 Lhey coudd go to Aunt Grace, house
a shondt way, The boys worked on it mosi of the tine they wene hene, Dud told about
his Aunt £ULa being 4o vropern every Lhing had o e pust night and she would make
her husbund cnd 4o pul on coats and ey beforne they would go Lo e dinen ¢ible




;‘_Lo eut, J am sure this wasn't very Litting in the munul Wwroundings they wene in
ere,

In the full of 1927 siunt Dora and lIncle [ymin cume to vigit Grundma und Grundpa ,
They cume in Qct. #ust befone my seventh vlthday which made thut binthday goeciad |
and they stayed most of the winden, (On the way out lncde [yman hud 2odd Jiunt fona

he hooed Grandma's house wesn seuled 4p upataing ws he wanted Yo heun the good odd
Qregon rain, J wondened «f maybe he had wished he hud stayed in Onegon, The

Chrcatmis 2hey wene here wxiy svectad ag most of Grandma any Grendpa ! s Lamidy was home,
Che day a few duys before Chatstms Aund Joan and J had been out waﬂa;zz and 7

insloted she would have this Little Chrnistmas tnee which g pulled off the bunk fon

her,  J¢ way amald, maybe fifteen incieq Mok, but ¢ way pusl herns as Grundma had

a biggern on, There were s many glfts fon thein Litile tnee that atings ran from

the Limba of the tree to thein big packuges on the fioon. '

While Aunt fora and {Incle Lyman were here Aunt fona wanted Lo vialdt thein home-
ostead, At thut time thenre were no noads up there g0 she coudd elthen walk on ride
honse back, lJell it ended up that she wulked punt way und aode the honrse punt uxy,
She wus a shont heavy set dudy und when she node the honge she bounced wlong Like a
bowd of jello, 9 neven &/eed}/to ndide honse buck but hen adding bouncing wlong,
dooked Zike fun, and when she got off the honse, J got on and J tnied #0 bounce Like
she did but it didn'¢ wonk fon me ws J way a sRinny Littde kid, e had made a fun

p of Lt as several of ws had gone awlong und it was a nice day. (e had entoyed
having them around very much und' J um sune it guve Gaundma many huppy houns ay by
his time Grendpa wasnt well and wey confined to the house, and Grandma took cune
of him 40 didn't often get way Laom home fon Long, -

Again in April 1940, Aunt Dona, her 4wo youngest daughtens [ucidlsund Mitilda
and [latidday son Frity then seven vigited Oregons  [Yhen Grundma neceived the cand
that Lthey wene coming she could handly beleive what she nead on the cand, She way
visling fund Grace ai the iime 40 she had 2o huray home to get reudy fon compuny,

We hadn't been in our new home tvo Y yedrns a0 was stildd drying Zo get it ,Zl.ﬂ.l/_)/led
While she was at funt Graces we hud punerned hen noom; she gotlen new curtaing
and we hed them hung 0 she was neady fon company. ihen they anived the two alstens
2hat hadn't seen each othen for about fifteen yeans had a grand visit, 9 dont know
Lf they even slept ays the layt Ling at night you would hene way there talking and
the finat tring in the morning they were tulking, They wene here a week und 44 wat4
auch a happy time for Grundma’ Ch the way out Mitidda ashed hon lothen what she
would talR about as she way, quiet and /mdyneve/z met uny of the fumily hene. Aften
they had been here a day on #wo Aunt Pora 2old Lhis on hen and Mutilda Laughed and
sald , "now J wonder how 9 can aet a word din edge wise,”" This was the dosy Lime

2he sistens wene 4o see euch o/z‘./%efl..

Aften the tunn of the century, mone Lunidies moved to the area, amonqg them
was Andy and Minnie louncottes thein children [ettie and Fred. T hey 2ume4teaded
upon the High Pass Mt., The closest achood fon thein culdren 2o atiend way the one
at fHorton g0 the children node honse buck to 4chood, on when the weuthen wa, bad they
stoyed with friends, Ay Line went Oy (ncde Claude who had met [eliie when she came
20 schood at Horton counted hen g they wene munnied on fec. 1, 1909.  To this union
came foun childnen, Florance, Dona, Cecid und Nuda, (lncle Claude wd runt [etiie
dived Linst in a Little house on Lhe Benningen place. 9 am not sure but what ncle
Claude had built the little howse by the side of his folks but J think he dd., They
daten Lived at Blacily, Franklin, Viugfzn wd in later yeuns nean Eugene, (lincle Claude
dived 20 be eighty elght yeans odd, lhey celebrated thein xty aeventh anndvensany,
Uncle Claude had worked in saw midly and dogging all Ais Uife; hig dust Lop wau
udouding logs at Roseburro Hild in Springfield,

Uncle Claude wes working it a dogging camp on dlowen [ake Creek when the
devestating fine of 1917 avept down the [ake (neek Vulley, The fire stunted at
Spring Canyon just below ] rtangle [uke and traveled 2o some distunce west of Gaeenleaf
and oven the 2op of Nelson fit. all in one day, Grundma todd that the amoRe was 40
dense the chickens went to bed ut four in the afternvon ay they thoucht it wey night,
lncle Claude and funt [ettie wene Uving in a tent thut summen’ vbout three and hulf
miles west of Triangle [ake wt the tune of the fine, They piled all of thein things
dn the noud, covened it with thein Lent, und kept it wet with wten from the amall i




stream nean by, Harnry cnd MNyrtle Robertson wene diving there oo, The mmen Rept the
house close by wet down and thit howuge was the only one left slanding along thene,

They 2old that the tine traveled s0 fast that some Liied Lo out nun it and” ended ©o
tuning the honses dooge and tukz;zaio the creeR throwing waten on euch other Lo keep

elng burned, The duy th e gtanted, Coy had staned to go 2o lfalton 2o viait
Clana and the roan of the fine was s0 bad when he got Lo the [ake he turned anound
and cume home. 9 well nememben yeans laten the snags that wene Left starding clong
the noad from that fine, [Je traveled the noad over” Nelson ME, wg that was the shont-
est way 2o go to vigit Mothen'y Lanidy.,

Cne tine lincle Claude, iunt Letiie, Mother and fad wene Going some pluce wiith

the teum and two seuted bugqy. © Somehow, the Zug cume dovse from the singletrnee
and began to hit the honsely heely and tiey aan away. The buggy caught on a noot
that ew Mlother and Aunt [ettie out on the bunk,  Jad was ging on the unden
piving on Zhe buggy till he decided to drop off in the noud as that wean't a veny
comfortable sduce’ to ride. (On down the roud Ross Myens was ading his honse up the
noad and saw the team awUng away o he got off his honse and wey able to flag

going.  He asked fad whenre the ginds were and fad said altling on the bank back u-
the noad,  [uckily none of them wene badly hurt. Thene wene /%uue and buggy wrecks
the same as we have can wrecks now, Jad. and (ncle Claude always enjoyed euch othens
company Lrom boy hood right on till Lhey wene elderly and enfoyed camping, hunting
and Lishing togethen,

An atiractive young school teachen Clara Suncamp came o the Valley 4o zeuch

wra y LEh Aunt Gruce und
lncle Ant.  She was the oldest daughten of Fred and fdah Suncamp and hud eight
youngen brotherns and sistens, Then the achood was three months in the apring and
three monthy in the Lall, By the fall of 1911, Coy hud decided #o manny thut schoold
teachen which he did on fec.” 23,7971, To Lhis lnion came Mary and elght yeans laten
Jrene joined them, The st dwo yeans aften Coy und Clara wene munnied Lthey Lived
with Grandpa and Grandm, Grandpa spent w0 much’ time with Marny he had taught hen
2o whistle by the time she way seven months odd, (Jhen Claude and [ettie moved oui
of the Little house next o Grandpa and Grundma, my folks moved in to that Little
Lhree noom howse, Coy ook oven running the Benningen famm when his fad way ne
dongen able to. Coy Lived hi, entine Life (all but’ his finst two yeans) on the faam
and died therne fay 6,1970 fust Lacking 4wo months of being eighty yeans old, (larg
had sed away flanch 4,1950. Jn 7955 Coy mannied Emma Suacamp,  She had seven
Wen, Jvan, Adah, £’af:,é, Lou, Emma Jean, Geneva and [etha, Coy and Emma wene
only marnied six Syea/w when Emma died with cancen, Jn 7 920 when fad bought his
tinst can, a 1918 flodel T Fond he could only drive it in the summen as the avads
were not graveled fon wintea driving, fle bought the can from Ray Congdon and Ray
was Zeaching fud 2o drive. (he time they wens coming down across the feild and
getting nean the gate and [lad asked Ray how 2o stop the can and Ray goit excited
and by the iime he told him it wa, too late; they hud opened the gute and wene
through it; then thene was a gate Lo renain, JIn’ the eandy 2o ﬂu'_ciiuen&;a Zhey
began improving the noady graveling them 40 you could drive on them aif year arvund,
The odd wooden’ wheels on A‘_Z/el.a/ﬂadel [ would get dnied out and get very doose, and g
thought L& 40 much fun to 9o with fad n Lhe can 2o the creek und jugt daiye buck
and forth to soak up the wheels,

OBe time, befone my [olhks hud a can, my Grandpa Suncump cume {0 visit. (e
the folks wene to take him to meet gome of the Lumildy s0 he could 90 home, Lrey
were daiving a Zeam and two seuted buggy and going down oven Capefenny.  Below the
Lake the nvad was very nanrow and one of the finst cans in the valley cume around
the corngn and met them, [flecause Mothen was afraid the honses would wn away, she
screamed one of hen tearnible dcreams that ondy she cowld do. Hen Dad said "My God
gid, you make a man'y hain stand on end”, Maay had to take a good dook at Grindsa
Suncamp to see what he looked i e with hiyg huin atanding on end as he ondy had <oy
a Lnch wide fringe of hain between A eany,
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tnied it again £ill it suited ws,

When a beef wws butchened Lungs were done 4o different than we do them now.
(hen a beef was cut up sone of Lt was cubed up and packed in fruid jans, salted and
canned, [here was no presune cookens a0 it was cooled forn three houns in a cannen
on a wood cooR stove,  Some dargen peices of meat would have been made into conn beef.
They did this b putting the meat in a big crock with the brine over it, (jhen
there is no /Leé(,g/zaf,i_on_ on freezens what do you do with a bucket Ll of ateak? You
can't eat it all befone it apolly, 40 one Xung you cun do iy get out yourn oldd two
on three gallon crock and in the boiiom put a gprinkling of salt and peppen then
pack a layer of steak, then mone salt and pepper mone steaRr untidd the crock is fudl
on until the meat is all put down, You put a plate on the Lop and a rock on some
Rind of a weight to keep the meat down Lght 20 no ain can get in it. You try and
wse one layen of mect eveay day on two wnd you ways know when you get to the bottom
@s that steak is the best,

On Feb. 13,7931 Grandpa Fim Benningen passed away at his home at Horkon, (Ornegon,
at the age of eighty, Grandpa had been”a simi-invalid forn mone than five years and
Grandma in.d taken cane of him, Most of the tine he wuy ondy.uble 2o go 2o the table,
then 2o the couch, he nanly wus able to even g0 out aside, Ore time we had a new calf
J thought Grundpa should see s0 J took him 4o the bann unknoun o any one else und
when he got 2o the bun he was 40 tined he couldn'? step up into the baan s0 9 gok
behind him and gave him a push, My Dad wus milhing the cows at the time and when he
saw J had brought Grundpa 2o the baan he god Grandpa 2o sit down on a bench L he
was done milking, Zhen he took him to the house,  Nothing wus said to me about what
J had done il ad and I started home, He Zhen todd me’ never to do that again
because Grundpa could fall and brake a Ap, Dad knew betten than o scold me infrond
of Grundpa on he would have been in the waong as Gaundpa thought J did no wrong. g
nememben Gaundpa telling me that the olden you got the fuster time went and J just
couddnlt imagine how he could think time iy going fust und he hud 4o be on the couch
all the time. J am now ait the age.J know what Grandpa meant. Time ties and J am
adways behind, , '

On Apndild 17,1946 Grandma Jda Benningen passed awvay ct Coy's home at Horkon. Aften
a shoat illness,” She made her home with Coyla Lamily fon fifteen yearns aften Grandna
had died, She was tree to go und viait the other ciildren when even she wanted Zo,
Grandma uxiy alway.s busy making pelced quilts fon the children, Grundchildnren, and
Great Grundchildnen. Some tines, in laten yeins, she had trouble Lyling Lo keep up
ag Lhe family grew pretty fasi. Grundma always kepit busy helping do dishes and
what even she wus able 4o do, She died at the age of eighty-nine, J spent many
hourns Listening to the stonies she would tell me of the "olden days", 9 often think
g should have wnitten many things down yeans ago as 9 have forgoten many thingas,
Grandma wus wlway.s Lteaching me to dasn 20CRa, tat, on whut ever elge she way doing,

As the Benru'_ngefa Lanily grew and the grandchildren came along, 9 am sune J apeak
for most of them when g sy & was always an enjoyable time to get Zogether ai Grandma
and Grundpas place fon family getherings, whether it was Christnay on’ othen holiday.s,
(he Christmas J rememben Mother und 7 went 4o help Grundma the day aften Chaistmay
49 she was sick, Things needed to be out away and the piles of plates put buck in
the cupboard and the floons avent aften that many pain of feet had been i und oud,
The men had done the dishes the de beforne and fothen picked up the plates and
discovened onﬁzﬂijle Lop plate in f]lfe atacks had been washed, [Jhat « 400 we hud #o
wash all the dinty d/u.eclo dishes ! Now that the Grundparents have been gone fon many
geans, we coustns parents have all pussed on , now we tind ourn generation ane stanting
2o pass away 4oo. e don't veay olten get Zogethen any mone but when we do we have
many hapoy memonies of ourn familiey to reminigce about,




A Capsule of History

By Morley Young

rene Benninger sits in her favorite chair, in the house
where she has lived most of her 72 years, and shares her
memories with the stranger who has come to interview
her. Her memory is assisted by generous quantities of

old photographs.
The old house was built of hand-split white fir, most of
vhich came from one huge tree. ;Jin Benninger, Irene’s

Grand father, felled the tree, then split and finished the boards.

Only then could he start building the house.

Coy was used to working with the giant old-growth trees
that covered most of Western Oregon in those days.
Although he was born in Michigan, he had lived in what is
now known as Horton since he was 2 years old.

Irene’s grandparents, Jim and Ida Benninger, were born in
Pennsylvania. After they were married, work in the woods
took them to northern Michigan. When they saw that the
timber in northern Michigan wasn’t going to Jast much
longer, they packed their possessions and their young son
onto a train and set out for Oregon. “They landed on Lake
Creek on June 21, 1892,” Irene recalls.

They found that the trees really were as big as the stories
said they werc. “In those days, there weren’t any mills to
handle the big trees yet, so they just cut them down, then
piled them up and burned them. They needed farm land in a
hurry, and the trees were in the way.”
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The Congdons, Thompsons and Benningers who settled
in the valley were farmers first and loggers only when the
occasion demanded it. Gradually the trees gave way to the
axes and hard work of the settlers, and the valley began to
acquire a few amenities.

A pretty young school teacher named Clara Surcamp was
hired to teach the younger generation. Coy’s flagging interest
in education suddenly revived, and he returned to school. After
completing his education, he married the school teacher.

The young couple moved into the house Coy built for
them, where they raised two daughters, Mary and Irene.

In 1937, just two days before Irene’s 16th birthday, the old
house burned.

Coy built a new house next door to the old one and Irene
has lived there ever since. She has seen people come and go,
many of them making fortunes and taking them out of the
valley, never to return. The sawmill that processed much of
the old-growth timber of the surrounding area is just a mill
pond now. Boys swim there, and occasionally someone
catches a fish. :

The original 80 acres of the Benninger homestead has
now dwindled to 62 acres, but it still supports a herd of
polled Herefords. The farm work is a family project these
days, and there are plenty of younger Benningers around to
see that it is done.



When asked about ber life, Irene
explains that, with the exception of one
17-state tour with ber family, and a few
short trips to California and Washington,
she bas spent ber life on the homestead.

There is now a sixth-generation Benninger living on the
farm. Fifty Benningers showed up for a family reunion
recently, so Irene doesn’t lack for company.

She has help when she needs it too. A few years ago the
King apple tree in the back yard, planted in 1895, blew over.
There didn’t seem to be any serious damage to the old tree,
so some of the young men set it up straight again, then held
it in place with an ingenious but effective arrangement of guy
wires. They protected the bark from the wires with cushions
made of old tires. The arrangement worked—the old tree
was in full bloom in May of 1993.

The barn, built in 1911, still stands straight and true. A
rusting sign advertising Surge milking machines, a relic of
the days of dairy herds, is still barely legible beside the stable
door. To one side of the barn, the drive shed shelters a buggy
that Irene’s grandfather bought in 1920. Coy had bought a
new Ford car at the time, but grandfather wasn’t quite ready
for such radical inventions as the Model T Ford. The buggy
is rarely used these days, but it still couldn’t be bought for
the price of a new Ford car today.

When asked about her life, Irene explains that, with the
exception of one 17-state tour with her family, and a few
short trips to California and Washington, she has spent her
life on the homestead.

The family made the 17-state trip in two cars, each pulling
a travel trailer. They went as far east as Michigan, where they
visited relatives, before returning to Oregon. “I guess my
roots are deep,” she muses. “I've never had any desire to live
anyplace else.”

Surrounded by friends and relatives, in a quiet green valley
sheltered by the steep hillsides of the Coast Range . . . those
of us who have traveled farther would agree, there are a good
many worse places to spend a lifetime.

A few years ago, Irene compiled a history of the
Benninger family. The photos in the family history, a few of
which are shown here, are also a capsule history of Western
Oregon. Along with priceless pictures of giant old growth
trees now forever gone from these mountains, the amateur
photographers captured a way of life that is now just a
memory.

Thanks to those early photographers, and the people who
have cared enough to preserve the old photos, the memory is
a little clearer for us all. m

Opposite page, Irene stands beside the buggy ber grandfather bought in
1920. To the right, top to bottom: The Benninger family poses in front of
the original home that Coy built for bis wife; Irene’s home as it appears
today; the Benninger’s barn, originally constructed in 1911, still stands
straight and true; the 95-year-old apple tree in full bloom, even though it
blew over a few years ago.
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