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APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS

»

Deadline for filing applications - May i. 1985 \° f

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT:

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.) __ Ames R. “T‘:DO le.

Your address: T (2|7 Me<Dole Rel . CZL\'Ho.qe, (byove. Q1424
Street, Route, or Box Town Zip
Location of Farm:_[72i7 W< Dole Rel Cotage Grove LAane.
Address J County

To ualify as a Century Farm, a farm must have not less than 10 acres wvith a gross
income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out of the five years
irmediately preceding spplication for Century Farm Honors. Does your farm meet

this qualification?_ Ve

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm

Tames  Mew B MEDele

Year founder settled on farm (88| Where did he ccme from? \)M\a, FA“S X ks,
) }

Who farms the land today? B wmes R, W\“b&\e,

Relationship to original owner? Cﬁ(efglr (ch,c.L Gvand o< .3;

Are any of the original buildings still in use? If so which ones? ‘1)3 ey

\ bCLV' W

1f you know crops or livestock raised on ‘arm one hundred years ago, please list:

QC\H-M, + ;;\"\e.(‘_p v e
What do you raisc on farm today? C,CC'H"\G/ e o ‘HHUL
)
How many generations live on the farm today (Names)? T{,U ap ne«cc"lous 4

Sames B MDole aud  We ~ son  James P\Qvit'ﬂ—' V1= Dole.

How many times has the original farm been divided? D ve. "\jwem

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best
of your knowledge? L%C’f'.s Tdo.

TFlcase return form to: ’ m/oﬁ\ak ‘Q m %‘O"Qk

(T Signature of Owner

Elizabeth W. Buechler, Field Nistorian /

Orcpon Historjcal Society :

1230 S.W. Park Avenuc }/14\/
(4

Portland, Oregon, 97205 }
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MCDOLE—At the: farm heme

about 4 miles soutk of ‘Cottage’
“Grove. Sunday November 27,
1910, Mrs. M.J. McDole, aged 61
years, 5 months»and-' 22 days, |
_ after a briebilluess. ‘
" Lovina Fllen Gordon was boril
in’ Indiana January 5, 1849 and
when a child moved to Kausas'

lwith her parents to reside.
|In 1868 she was martiéd in that|
Istate to M. J. McDole. and siuce,

1

11881 their home has been on the |

farm near Cottage Orove, where
she died so peacefully November
27. Twenty years ago. she ex-
pressed her faith in Jesus, uniting
with the Christian church, since
which time she has ever lived a

| true christian life and was heloved

1by all who knew her. . She leaves
| to mourn their gaeat loss, a hus-
{ band, four sous and two daughters,
| one of whom Mrs. Johuie Veatch
[resides: in this city. Funeral ser-
1 vices were coudug;;ggl g,t;’the‘f;rm

homwe Tuesday noon by Rev. W.
A. Elkins, interment mt‘he Haw-

l1ey cemetery near by




Jim and Mary McDole stand in the fields that their family fhas plowed, seeded and mowed for over 100 years.

CG boasts new ‘Centu

by Chuck Palahniuk
for The Sentinel

One hundred years is a long time,
but _it takes at least that long for a

Thﬁ“mter 104 years of life
; k and

>4 y pr

phcat:on for designation.

The McDoles and other farms
recently granted ‘“century farm”
status will receive a certificate and
will be able to display a sign on their
property.

The original McDoles traveled -
from Kansas to Oregon as passenger
freight, according to Sylvia and Sibyl

Veatch, grandaughters of James

Merit McDole, who brought the fami-
ly west 1881.

As passenger freight, the McDoles
and several other families shared a
passenger car that traveled between
the boxcars of a freight train. They
‘traveled at freight rates and stopped
wherever freight was to be picked up
or delivered, according to the Veatch
Sisters.

famlly farm to earn the é?regon
torical Society’s designation as a
‘Cen a

Harry McDole grandfather of the
farm’s currént owner, Jim McDole,
learned how to walk on the train, and
his sister Addie McDole discovered
that she didn’t have sea-legs after the
family had reached San Fransisco
and boarded a ship for Portland,

“Mom never got through telhng

..how sick she was on that boat. Every-

body felt better once they reached
the smooth waters of the Columbia,
but mom was sick the whole way to
Portland,” said Sylvia Veatch.

From Portland the family travel-
ed south by train and settled with
friends in Drain before buying the
family farm five miles south of Cot-
tage Grove.

Oregon was still wilderness back
then, and, while there weren’t any In-
dian attacks, there were still wild
animals to worry about, according to
the Veatch sisters.

Because of cougars in the old-
growth timber that bordered the
fields, two of McDole’s sons, Harry

and Oscar, always took a hound on a-
leash with them when they went out.
in the evening to herd the dairy cattle.
home.

Once, in the early darkness of a
late autumn dusk, the boys were:

walking near the Woods when the

hound began barking. Instantly,. the
cold, silent air was filled with the
dog’s howls and the: white breath and
nervous protests of the two little boys
who dug their heels into the muddy
ground and strained to keep the

- thrashing hound out of the brush.

The boys eventually dragged the
dog home, and the next day a hunting
party found fresh cougar tracks at
the woods’ edg .

Some animal's were threatening for
different reascns.

Several times the family walked
softly, knowinig that a skunk had
crawled unde:* the house and that the
home would be uninhabitable for
weeks if a loud noise frightened it in-
to spraying-b eneath the floorboards,
according to the Veatch sisters.

Over the years, the original

401188
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Photo by Chuck Patahniuk

Farm’

LMcDele sons — Jesse, Harry, Bert

and Oscar — bought neighboring
farms and added them to the family’s

/i original land. But while the land
grew to an estimated 600 acres of

wheat, oats, hay, sheep, cattle,
turkeys and apples, the family didn’t
grow at all, according to the Veatch
sisters. -

that the latter has no
foundatmn, no insulation and would
cost as much to restore as the new
house cost to build.

“The house was remodeled in the
1960s. They replaced the old windows
and took the flair out of it,”” said Jim
McDole.

Like the old house it will replace
and even the long-gone cabin that
was on the land when James McDole |
bought it in 1881, the new house will
look south across the fields from the
same knoll and toward a treed hilitop
in the distance, the Holly-Veatch |
Cemetary, where the last three gene-
rations of McDoles are buried.

From north and south, McDoles
living and dead will continue to over-

see this piece of land. /
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