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To qualify as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 10 acres with
a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out
of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors.

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS—1974
(Rules Attached)

Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1974

PLEASE PRINT

Your name (Mr. ,Ws>;3 Mi&SQ John S. Billings

v ,, „ ll*fO Jackson Road
Your address: Route P.O. Box Town Ashland

Location of farm: 11^0 Jackson Road, Ashland Jackson

1SO (Address) (County)
Acres in your farm today: x:?u Acres in original farm: Possibly several

thousand acres.

Does your farm comply with the definition at top of page? yes

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print):

W. C. Myer

Year founder settled on farm? 1670 Where did he come from? Kansas City
However he had come to Oregon in 1853 & homesteaded nearby land which he sold 1068.
How many families have farmed this land? four

Are any of original buildings still in use? yes

Who farms land today? You? yes A renter? A manager? Other?

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation?

What relation are you to the original owner? Great grandson

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list Jersey cows
(first Jersey family brought to Oregon), Percheron horses, Shetland ponies, some
sheeff and hogs, hay crops, grain, corn. In recent years the farm was run as a
dairy, milling up to 45 Jersey cows. Dairy herds were sold from time to time,
the most recent about four years ago.

What do you raise on farm today? Hay crops, beef cattle.

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) Tw°» John S. Billings

Gladys M. Billings (wife), Timothy L. Billings, Virginia M. Billing.

Has the farm ever been rented? no How many times has original farm been divided? 1

Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of
your knowledge? yes. .

Mail to: Oregon Dept. of Agriculture
Agriculture Bldg., Salem, OR 97310



Page 2 - 1974 Century Farm Application

Submitted by Mrs* John S. Billings ____________
(Name and Address)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The original farm had a large area of grazing land attached to
it. However, when W. C. Myer died his two children divided the land, France-

Myer Billings inherited the cultivated area and the farm buildings, and her
brother, Will Myer, took the grazing land and later sold it.

The farm had a house and barn on it when Mr. Myer bought the
farm and both of these structures are still standing. The barn has had some
additions. Another much larger house was built in about 1887 immediately
adjacent to the old house, which is now used as a utility building.

Enclosed is a brochure, one of many, that Mr. Myer circulated.
He was more interested in breeding animals to sell than in routine farming.
He took his animals to fairs and livestock shows at every opportunity.

Ralph Billings, a son of Frances Myer Billings, assumed the
operation and ownership of the farm in 190$ and farmed it until his death
in 1956. Since that time the John S. Billings have owned and operated it.
It has been a wonderful place to raise our four children—two of whom are
now married and away from home.



State Department of Agriculture
Oregon Historical Society

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

I hereby certify that the farm for which John S. Billings
Owner's name and address

ll*fO Jackson Road, Ashland is applying for Century Farm honors,

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more years.

*Please strike office not applicable

Form A - Century Farm Program

-T Q— -7ZT
„*flffflnty C^mmlRalonpr Recorder_, *fimrnty Comm1aa!

Date: <p^- - / 3
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lES^s"wed-to carry aBg sign paints across
&& ftwat. "W.C.\Myer, BreederofPercherons

By.JOE 'GQ^tEV.
aS TdfenfieFariB Editor

.ISLAND — A certificate,
#2aocs8g a century farm was
ffese^.-toMrv^

s .Saturday e.t.-the
Gp^m::State'?air;

flo fee.eligibleforsudshonors

sme lam-
years" and

bees rented;;The
«raw^*»%Uye inCarbon. The
.feta'mast feiat least 10 acres,
"•tgJA-: base' ^^^gtos&imom&
from laafm use o\aot less than
^ 1^ 5^ fo^%ee out of

.- 4^'.years Hm^ed®^ p^
©eeding the a|^^ti«»!|^sactt

Hies corning

taries brought to the farm,
family documents don't re
veal the president's name.
Myer met the president in the
Siskiyous with a ponycart.

John added 'that Myer raised

not really a dairy in tjhose

to various fairs. But, after;
some kind of disagreement with
state fair officials, he refused
to show any more animals
there; However^ he almost re
quired the buyers ofhis animals
to take them to the various

: fairs^ according^ to Mrs~ BiV
lings.

"He (Myer) wasn't really all
feat impressed with the Jersey

f$& iaUwmtefaiiahoJ^ „,««*««*«*•
^,:<dd:«^^^^75 HARLEY.^DAVIDSONgSepaste m.Oiregcm,,ana.parr;Sportsteri1000cc Burgundy Wlth
|iCI&^>So*itifteni.^ Less than 2200 nil.
fcsrr-W ^as farm was brought?
possibly Hie first family off;'
JJsebsed Jersey dairy catt^tO|,
lei^ed'ki:^ state.'.On mus|;
tam some of the W fw^K,
%m& Percfeeroa draftbqrses m|
asps®? ia the state were bred,|;
gfeifc} poni**®iwere also rais?|

«as also here wberej^f
' ai^ owner,. w-G.v

Billings', greats
v protested vehe-;

neatly by tetter and word « ;-
w^ifoBlL the .horseswas-the |
ody fit transportation forman^
Be declared the draft. bOTse;
woaid neeer be replaced, This,,

ofthe steam engine
into use; He

pt&t&@iea kh»» and long
•fecydte and taotor car w

ge win never
thunder

„ '̂ With horses we will ne-
eonie an immasculated race of

fee here," be

ag to Mrs.
Che family bistorian, Myer im
ported^ the Jersey cows mto
Snoot) in l^'fratt-Iltoois^
eow tormed foundationstock
ioriaany Jackson County diary*
ipet'fc the early days, John

*^C. Myer came to Oregon
In (lie Myer wagon train iiS
Mrs; Billings recounted. >t
first he settled in Ashland s
^aMey View district,--^
"Four Comers". Then, u> 186^
fee Asweover 200 herd of stock
east and sold them along the
nay and in Kansas. In1870; be
learned, Apparently by then be
bad sold the Valley View bold-
tes. Mrs. Billings said.
H|t was inDecember, 1870 that
he brought White P*"*^a
i^ad and some mares from
Ohio. This started his breeding
of Percherons, heavy draft
horses. White Prince originally
came from France

Katurally, thefarmbecame a
gathering place for stock
towers and received visits from
various dignitaries. The ori
ginal bouse was a small wood
frame building. Later, in 1887,
fee tali white farmhouse us
which Mr, and Mrs. John JU-
jfejfis sow live, was built; Tne

. original farmhouse was con-
oected to it at the rear.

* the*'1

jains in the summer and bay |
would be put;-up on the farm's, l
pastures down below. This I
practice continued for many; i
years. Now, John has about M,J
beef cows and offspring. He j
crossbred' .-.beef .animals:; with;|
Jerseys to produce better milk-1
ing ability in the females, hence |
more nourishment lor the f
calves, be explained.
. Although the farm continued*
to use draft horses for many
yeara* John, never seatty liked,
to wors with them. He said he -
liked io work too fast and hard-
for most horses and he didn't;
have Hie necessary- patience.
He would work with muleg
when a boy.

Mr. ai>d Mrs. Billings show-;.
e(l us through the .big 'am?
house crammed with antiques.
In the front.room, John pointed^
out a stool and two tables rnack
of walnut. Grandma Billings
bad planted a walnut tree about
20 feet above the wnere the
highway is now. In the 1030's -
when the higbwsv wss cut
through, the tree was cut down*
and lumber made of it, John ex
plained.

He added that the railroad
;;track £ l the front-

recognized sU^pping place. All
members of the family had to

•.••;••. •.•:;..

hop aboard the train and ride to
town.

The place.is still an old-fash4-,-.
kmed type farm. John raises ~
wheat and barley to feed the .-
chickens. Neigbborbood chil-
d.ren still swim ana fish in ?be
pond. John keeps a clipboard
plus pad of paper and pencil en
the back porch so the children

sign m and out.
John led us io the old t^arn
ich contains several tools

and trappings of e«tr?y day
farming. As we locked at the
old barn; a flock pi ducks;went
quacking hj

Up in the barn
thick old rope with s t:r: 'root Js
one end. It bangs from a rafter
high up against the roof.
Strands above the knot, used for
a seat, are worn from maxiv..
young legs rubbing against
them. Onar.
loft, at one md, blocks of hay
are stacked to mark off an are*?
still used for square dancing.

John and his wife a^e hang
ing onto the farm as a marker
of a wayof life which is; rapidly•
disappearing in this co
completely gone m some
tions. Even:
have to sesl for a subdivi?!iiim

^Tdevelopment
even higher. New thefsrmisas

; island of green, r; o a l
| subdivisiQO wthe sa. |
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Ashland, Oregon <s~
Daily Tidings -
(Cir. D. 5,263) T/; \

B&JG 29 ^74 «

BEFORE 18OT-Thisphotogra^thfAshiand
thatW.C. Myer built on his V^W* sign onwa taken sometime between 1876, whei

t'KEfi-sMffi ^rsrfriMs,^---"m modified and a new house
Trder to avoid budding over asmall creek when he

Ash/and farm given
'century' des/gnaf/on
By FRAN GARDNER
Tidings Staff Writer

In 1853 a man named- William Cortez
Myer came with his family to Oregon
bv wagon train. He bought a piece of
land in the Valley View Road tour-
corners area which he sold in 1869, In
1870 he purchased some land closer to
Ashland, and now, after 104 years,.his
descendents still live, in the house he
built, on that land. |; .. .

The old farm house is at 1140 Jackson
Road, and the people who live in it now
are the.John Billings;family.

This year, the Oregon Department of
.Agriculture and the Oregon Historical
Societv designated the property as a
"centurv farm," It whs one of.26 cen- •
tury farms recognized state-wide this
yea'r, and the only lone in Jackson
Gounty.

There are a number^ of requirements
that must bemet for a farm to qualify

" asa-"century mtm^rfcmust have been
farmed continuously i by the same

•• family for 100 or mori years, it must
: never have-been rented; and the owner

must reside in Oregon.
The farm' must also be at least 10

acres in size, and it must have a gross
income from farm use of not less than
$500 per year for three out of the five
years preceding an application for the
"century farm" designation.

Billing's fanrvhas. been put to various
^--'••rifig its 104 years of existence.
W.-'&3pnq njiS'iiel covered several

h

divided or sold, so that now the farm
consists of a comfortable 150 acres.

Theoriginal owner, W.C. Myer,: wasa.
livestock breeder. He is .said,to have
imported the first percheron horses and
the first entire family'of. jersey cattle
into the valley. He also bred Shetland
ponies., as well as ninnies, which are
related to. mules. .

Myers daughter, Frances, who was
six months old-when the 1853. wagon
train first reached the valley, inherited *
the part of the farm with the house and ..,
barn on it when her father died in 1903. '
Her brother Will got the grazing land. ,

Frances was married to G.F.
Billings/the owner of a local insurance.,;
agency One of their, sons, Homer,
continued his father's insurance
business. The -others-Ralph, took over
the farm and.turned it into a jersey
dairv. ;, , .

Following Ralph's death in -19?6. his
adopted son, John. Billings, kept the ;
dairv herd for awhile, then abandoned
it for a small herd; of beef cattle.
Billings also runs a real estate ap
praisal service.

Billings, his wife ^Gladys, and the
youngest of their four children still live
in the farmhouse built in 1887 on the
propertv. When W.C. Myer .decided- to.
add on to the original farmhouse, built
in1870, he gave that.building a .quarter-
turn on its foundations so that the new>
portion would not have to be built oyer
the small creek which crosses the
property. '\kn'''> '.',•'

According toMrs. Billings, the family
=now uses the'pbTtibri CthrfaTmho*i|se

built in 1870 for storage.
The huge barn on the farm was also

built in 1870, with the second story loft
added in 1876:. Billings took a reporter

m a tour of the barn, pointing out the
cement silo which he said was the
oldestofits typeinthispart ofthestate
and passing through the dusty, unused j
dairy barn.Billings explained the structure of the
beams ^ the barn. No.nails were used •
in its construction': the whole barn is

Yheld together by a system .of tongues
and grooves and wooden pins. A tew
iron bolts have been recently added tor
reinforcement, but for the most part.

•the beams stand on their own.
•Billings pointed out a'-'volunteer

: colony" of -leaf-cutter bees which had •;
•taken up residence in one, of the beams t
Inear the barn door: The bees, which
; resemble small.flies,:are/of a special
: type which is used to pollinate altalia

"Like-termites,-the bees bore small
•holes in the wooden beams of the barn.
' They leave their eggs and-a bit of food
'meach hole; then plug it with a piece ot -
•leaf Themature larvae work theirway

i Jout of the nests and continue the cycle, .
Billings explained.

Upstairs, .in the loft, where the hand-.
•Hewing on;the beams is easily visible?-
Billing's children, have set. aside- an .

"area for squaredances and parties. On
; the other end of the floor, the loft is
fhuge and empty. .'••r Light -streamed onto the. loft floor
hrorft tiozehs%t round'holes' iirthenorth ••
*.Wa11'\)t the barn.' '

"Woodpeckers' made those holes,
'feifings-said: '''they drop acorns: in.
.Trouble is. it's a bottomless pit.

Mings and his. family.have lived on.
arm "for 17'2 years now. Mrs,
gs said thev aren't:sure yet what
want to do with the farm, even-

my: In the past,for the most part, the
farm passed'on to an only child. With
four children to plan for. the Billings
aren't sure what the fate of their farm
will be. -





n Liittle Hofse Sense.

Many think, talk and write that as in the cifSles
Where the horses were used Cor street cars by the
thousand, and are now, especially in the Ulifted
States, superseded by steam, the cable and trolley,
and so many bicycles beirtg used, that this fias
knocked the bottom out, tor all time to coiie, of the
horse-breeding business.

Let us philosophize a little on this matter: It is
true there is no present or prospective market or de
mand for common, medium-sized horses, such as
were used for stroot cars. When the other means of
bropelling them were put into u«e it not only stopped
tVe demand, but put thousands that had been in
(jkitive useon a market where there was no use for
Hum. While ; his is t he ease of the above class of
lior-Cs, Mini the gem-ral depression in si all kinds
of business, nearly every product of the farm, except
Lrfigs and cattle, has depreciated in the last (hive
fears from i>U to 10 per cent, especially is this so in
wheat and wool. Large, well-formed draft horses
have not suffered any larger reduction in price in the
leading markets of the (Oast. Hut the reduction that
has been made in Ilie price has greatly stopped the
breeding of horses J might say ail over the I'nited
Slates for the past two or three years, as is shown by
the statements lately published by Hie Chicago deal
ers in horses who handle over 100,000 pen-year.

Please notice what they all say in favor of the !Yr
aileron stock. A caul from a Chicago horseman of
February I, LBOtf, says: "Foreigners are increasing
in numbers daily and buying good, sound, smooth
chunks, 1150 to'iaOO ponnds. The demand for these
chunks is so large, and the supply so small, that the
few that arrive are picked up almost immediately,

•and four Iimes as many could he sold daily. I'rices
on these have improved since the first of the year at
least $15 per head." And lie reports it is difficult to
procure as many lf>00 to L700 pound, horses as are
called for.

It is self-evident, when this condition of the horse-
breeding business is considered, that by the time
horses oi' t he right kind can be bred and grown for
market, (which cannot be accomplished under live
vearsi, there will he a great deficiency and they will
brim: a good paying price. Steam and electricity
cannot, fill the place of the large draft or family driv
ing horse. And the bicycle is a nn that for a time
uiav amuse the young, but is not suited for a young
mail to have a social lime with his best girl, or a man

With a wife and family to take an out-door airing for
business or pleasure. *The improved light breeds are
suited for this use.

The Horse, man's Best J=riend.

M. T. Crattau. the Minnesota breeder and writer,
speaks in an exchange of the so-called horselessaye,
that is not here and never will be, We quote two
paragraphs:

"The horseless age is not here. It never will be here
until man regains his sovereignty over the earth. A
horseless age means an emasculated race of dudes,
who, lacking virility, will not even be able to perpet
uate their own weakness, and the race will die. The
love of Ihe horse and his companionship is inimical
to vice. A man may walk and plot deviltry; he may
ride a wheel and teethe physician. The horse occu
pies his hands, his mind aiid stimulates torpid laeiil
ties. The great masters ot men have been masters of
the horse. He scatters care to the winds; he brings
the bloom of health to the cheek, lie makes a race of
men who use anil master him virile, combative,
strong. The nations that have excelled in horseman
ship have ruled the world; I hey will always rule the
world, and in the great catastrophe the grand brute
whose neck'is clothed with thunder,'who smelleth
the battle afar off:','will go into oblivion with man,
and not before.

"What fleeing, panic-stricken soldier would have
vouchsafed a second glance or thought to a monkey-
like form on a wheel? His big, black steed, furious
with energy and power, inspired courage as well as
the dare-devil rider. A horseless age, indeed! Wait
until war comes again to the nal ions of the earl h, as
it surely must as long as earth lasts, and man's best
friend will quickly find his place again."

In order to breed large, No. 1 draft horses, the best
full-blood Percheron stallion should be used, and the
produce kept growing in thrifty form, especially the
first two years. The best stock, sire and dam lull
blood, if their produce are half fed the first two years,
will never make as valuable animals as others prop
erly eared for. formerly 1200 to 1500 pounds an
swered for heavy draft, now in the cities they
want them 1500 to 1800 pounds, and the chunky
form.

Some farmers and breeders say they do not want a
horse oyer 1200 to 1300 pounds for their mm\ This is

a mistake. Their use ought not to be the question,
as their use of the horse should principally be while
he is maturing for market, and when this time comes
the line, extra large one will be specially sought for,
while his less brother will not be wanted for half the
money the other brings. This fact I have never seen
fail in the past f!0 years of my observation of horse
matters.

A breeder may use good judgment in breeding and
care with grade mares, there will be enough of medi
um-sized ones to supply the demand for such.

Future or Draft Horse Breeding.

A visit to one of Ihe great horse market?, particu
larly that of Chicago, will prove of marked beneiii lo
any on.' who is now raising horses or expects to be
gin breeding them. Here six firms practically con
trol the sales of a hundred thousand horses a year,
and these men will all be found of one opinion as to
the kind of horse, which it will always pay to breed.
They ate unanimous in the belief that well-formed,
heavy*, weighty draft horses and stylish, breed}'-
looking coach horses of symmetrical build, with
plenty of endurance and action, are going to be the
highest price horses of the future. They all say that
the best types of draff horses are already hard to
find and that the supply of high-class coach horses
has never equaled the demand, even when the Hood
of horse-breeding was at its height-

Mr. Newgass, who handles about 25,000 horses per
year at the stock-yards in Chicago, recently told me
tliat he had sold during the past year 800 coach
horses at an average of $;;50 each ; that he had a large
retail trade in heavy draft horses which demands
the best type "J Merch-eron ami would hurt no other
breed, and that ?T> i>er cent of the draft horses sold by him
to the trade were rerchenms. He said further: •'•Tell
i/our customers to breed all the heavy Perc/terons they can,
and at the same time not to forget the coach horse."
Mr. Jacob Koehler, who sells 15,000 horses a year at
the stock-yards, Chicago, savs: "There are only two
kinds of horses which farmers can breed that will be
sure to make them money—good Percheron horses and
smooth stylish-acting coachers. There is onhi one.
draft horse for this eouotry, and that is the Percheron.
Even tlie English and IScoteJi buvers take them in prefer
ence tothe horses prt&ilced front English and Clydesdale
stall inns."

This statement was corroborated by Messrs. Blair
& Evans, large operators in horses at the yards. Mr.
Blair, who formerly was extensively engaged in
the importalion of English Shire and Clydesdale
stallions, said"that the best selling horses on the market
were grade Percherons, and that the English tuid'Seoteh
buyers preferred them to the Clyde and Shire crosses;
the farmers have stopped breeding, geldings are few,
mostly mares are now coming—they will not last
long—and then the man who has a good draft horse, will
get his ownpricefor Mm. Everybody has been wild to
sell; a reaction will come which will astonish the
people."

F. J. Berry will handle 27,000horses this year. He
\t the pioneer in the auction sales at the stock yards
that have grown to such immense proportions. He
sells exclusively on commission. All kinds of horses
come to him, mostly from country dealers and
farmers, through whom he is kept in touch with the
breeding industry. He says:

"Breeding has never been at so complete a standstill.
What few stallions that remain in the country are
not paving expenses. Thousands have teen altered
and sent, to this market, and we are getting at least
one stag to a carload on an average, that is about
50(H) per year, and other markets show similar re
ceipts. And what is worse, fylIthe good maresare being
sold. Formerly there irere tWO Or three mares to a ear of
draft horses, now the mares greatly outnumber the
geldings,just at the time when the farmers ought to be
breeding good large horses that will command a price as
high as"ever they brought before. They can get them on
the market if they begin now. For a draft horse the
Percheron is the horse. Our cities all want them in
/inference to ami other breed, and, the fore/oners are
eotialhi prejudiced in their favor. -The" English and
Scotch were anxious to sell us their hairy-legged
horses, but they don't care to buy them. The Clydes
dales have had their day.

"The coach horses that come on to our market find
a ready sale. Two good ones are wanted where one
is found. They have had a boom in the last twelve
months. These two kinds—good heavy drafters and
coachers -are the best to breed."

J. S. Cooper is among the largest dealers in horses
at tbe stock yards. He savs: "We handle horses
on commission only. We do not advance money or
send out buyers. Our trade comes very largely from
the breeders themselves. We therefore cannot con
trol the quality of horses we sell. We do not get as



many good ones as we would like. Good ones keep
up the average price and makes peop'e better satisfied
with their return?. Bit no one gets many good
ones now. There is a perceptible falling off in
quality from month to month, showing plainly that
the supply of desirable horses is growing less.
Another makkkh feature is the increasing per
centage of Stakes on the market. Many of them
should be kept for breeding, but it seems that the
farmers now sell anything they can sell. If it keeps
ON THIS HAY WE W'O.nt have \ny good draft worses
in a short TIME. People complain of low prices, but
for really good ones the price is not so bad. Wk
SOLD A CAB-LOAD OF PERCHERON8 LAST WEEK FOR $148
PER HEAD, AND I KM SDRE INSIDE OF TWOYEARS SUCH
A LOT WILL BRING $5Q0 PER PAIR. Wi: RECENTLY SENT
OCT 25 000 CIRCULARS GIVING A SUMMARY OF THE
MAjKKET AND ITS DEMANDS AND URGING UPON FARMERS
IHIO NECESSITY OF BREEDING GOOD COACH AND DRAFT
HORSES. IN MY OPINION TttERE II \> NEVER BEEN SUCH
AN OPPORTUNE TIME TO REGIS BREEDING Til Ks i; ru .,
i'I.APSKS.

"FORDRAFTERK Till: P«RCH EBONS ARE TllF.liEST OF
aii, itREKDS, and in our circular we recommend the
use of Btarrions of this breed by stating: 'As foreign
ers prefer the Percheron breed and our own people
at least are very partial to them, it will be well for
i he breeder to give them the preference.'

•'The foreign demand has become an important
factor in this market. The exportation of horses will
reach 17,000 for 1805. These foreign buyers pay good
prices and their trade is worth catering to. Stylish,
breedy-looking coachers of smooth form and good
high action attract their attention, and command a
good price, and always will. Too many of thai kind
can not be bred.—I Correspondence in Breeders
Gazette.

During the eleven months ended Dec. I, 1895, there
were 18,441 head of horses valued at $2,770,980 export
ed from this country, as against f>,f)10 head valued at
$1.219,761exported Outing the same period in 1S94.
—j Breeders Gazette.

England Takes Six Thousand Horses.

For the past two months Mr. A. D. Cronk, nianst'-
ing partner of the well known firm of Crandall ifi Co,
East Buffalo horee commission dealers, lias been in

7

Europe on business, visiting the leading horse deal
ers of England, Scotland and France, with a view of
bringing buyers of horses for export to these coun
tries, to Buffalo market, and the success of his trip
has been extremely gratifying and of the greatest im
portance to the horse interests of America Mr
Cronk has returned, and while in England engaged
to supply four of the largest 'bos and cab companies
in London with 0000 horses, to be shipped during the
year 1890, This and other contracts entered °into
abroad by Mr. Cronk aggregate shipments of horses
that will be made from Buffalo market during the
year, amounting to over $1,000,000. This is the larg
est contract that has ever been made with one firm for
horses, and no other country in the world than Amer
ica could fill the order.

In addition to the above most extensive contract
Mr. Cronk also arranged to ship to Liverpool 100
horseseach week to besold at auction under English
supervision on thoroughly American principles." On
February 1st a gentleman from England will arrive
at Buffalo to get thoroughly initiated into the mode
(.1 conducting horse auction sales in America and be
thoroughly qualified to handle them similarly at the
big sales on the other side. A guarantee is given of
the attendance of buyers from Germany, France and
.Scotland, as well as England, at these Weekly sales

The interest shown by the French government in
horse-breeding is shown by the fact that 152 stallions
have just been purchased to occupy places in the gov
ernment studs throughout that country, These stal
lions cost $192,000—$1,440.78 each, ami breeders are
granted their service for a nominal rate. If the
horse-breeding industry is worthy of so much en
couragement in France, it would seem as though it
would be worthy of some slight encouragement, at
least, by the government in this countrv.

I wrote Mr J.S.Cooper for one of his circulars
mentioned atnve. Here is his answer;

\V. C. MYER, Dear Sfr.—r
1 enclose you herewith one of the circulars recently

sent out, and we cannot too strongly recommend
THE BREEDING OF PERCHERONS IN PREFERENCE TO ANY
OTHER DRAFT IIORSF.. THEY ARE USUALLY MCCH CLEAN-



ER BETTER WET, M01E ACTION, BETTER TEMPERED IHA?-
"V OF THE OTHER BREEDS, AND THE* DEVELOP SOME-
St EARLIER, ALSO, BESIDES THEY MJ *<MW*
COLORS; ALSO FOR A GOOD DARK GHAT. 18 AbO\F, ALL
OTHERS THE BEST HKI.LIKO COLOR IN A DRAFT HORSE.

Yours truly, ,„,,,,
j.s. coorr.K.

1 wrote Messrs. F. J. Berry &, Co. of Chicago, who
,e lot. commission 20,000 to 25,000 horses annua y
to know what breed of horses were used by tht tut
departments of Chicago. They replied:

Chicago, January 2, (896,
\V. C. MYER, Ashland, Oregon, Dear. Sir:
Your letter received. Our market is quite strong

now Our tire department uses horses weighing lrom
1100 to 1500 pounds, if anything a little on the rangy
order Good bone, plenty ofsubstance, strong bac^s
a 1Vols of action that look as though they could
fun last. MOSTLY GRADE PERCHERONS.

Yours truly,
F. J. BERRY, A CO.

From the foregoing it is evident that now is the
lime to breed the first class registered f«^«%""j:
lions, registered in the Percheron Stud Book. 1here
is the same difference with these as with the reptn
of Jersey cattle. Formerly. 1 understand, but tew
horse colts were castrated in France (this is not the
case of any other draft breed). This made a huge
number of stallions in the country, and when the
"boom was on" a few yearsagoa largenumber of un
fcrior stallions were imported frohi France to the
U S. and some of them afterwardsi to this coast
many of which would not be called No. 1geldings it
castrated when young. ,,,.,„ , * ,_ E,.vThe draft horse is the best tor the farmer for Sev
eral reasons. He works more satisfactorily and at
less expense and worry; he sells more readily and at
better prices thanany other; it costs less to raise and
break him and get him ready tor market, because of
ilocilitj • he will pay for his keep afterJavo years old,
and is fully broken when matured.

Hear in mind that the Percherons are the onij
draft breed that trace in their breeding to Arabian
ancestry. Thisaccounts for their kind disposition,
action and symmetry ofform. It in a soa tact hat
the most noted runners in the civilised world are de

fendants of the Oriental horse. Ihe ^ rile
American trotter, for some noted ones a.e direct dt-
slSaiits of the Arabian. While Brother Johnathan
has equaled the old world, and in instances surpassed
her in developing the runner. America leads the
entire world in breeding and developing her trotters
Vnd Franceis tlieonly nation that for hundieus of
vears have been successfully using the Arabian horse
asan improver of theirdraft breeds A Pencil pro-
lessor of zooloav says, "be rest of Europe enviesFr^thepo^ssiouoftbisbre^; and this can be
said in speaking ofthe Percherons without national
vanity."

The following registered Percheron stallions will
be at the Myer ranch the coming season it not sold,
viz:

Gambetta No. 2822, imported, from prance. This
horse has proved the equal if not the best Percheron
brought to this coast.

Hector No.6916, bred in the East byCaesar ^320;
awarded first premium wherever exhibitedm France,
and at the World's Fair at New Orleans, 84>- 8o.
Cost when two years oldin France *3000.00, and sold
at three years old in the U. S. for $5000 00. Dam of
Hector. Rosette 3001. imported from trance. Ihe
.sire and dam of Hector are descendants ot the most
celebrated Percherons in France and the lunteil
States.

IX 1, No. 15,010, Oregon bred, by Gambetto 2S2'2:
dani; Rose'Ann 1648, by Gen. Fleury 810; 2nd dan.
White Rose No. 8!8| Gustave No. 0,020, toaled Apr 1
10, '01, Oregon bred; Grey by Hector No. 0010; darn,
Juanita 816.

] am just in receipt ola letter from Northern Orc
kit in which the writer says; "lam much pleased
with the two (Jersey) heifers! bought from you. I
have been all over the Jersey islands and have owned
«ome very pretty Jerseys, but 1 think one of the two
beats all 1 have ever owned or ever seen for beauty,
and thev show a good si*e also. ^ ou must have
taken great pains in selecting your animals. *
Our people are beginning to useJerseys, as they lave
found out that those having Die mostJerseysm their
herdsget the highestbutter-fat tests and, ot course,
the largest check from our creamery."
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In addition to the folders which were recently is
sued bv W. C. Myer describing the good qualities ot
Jerse? cattle ami his 25 years'experience with hat
breed of stock, Mr. Myer has now prepared another
folder living his 40 years' experience with dralt
horses, the merits of the Percheron horse, market re
ports ofsales oflarge horses in 1895 at good prices
the growing demand and prospects for such burses
and much similar information ot interest to glow
ers and others. Mr. Myer has devoted the. arger
part ofhis lifetime to the. business of line stock grow
ing, and as a judge ofstock hasattained a reputation
milch more than local. In his importations, which
have been considerable during his experience, he has
always secured the best to beliad regardless of. cost.
and to him is due great credit for first introducingto
the people of the northwest coast as good stock as
could be found anywhere. Percheron stock from his
farm has been the standard for three states for^years
and buyers have come to understand that UW6*"
denend upon the stock from his farm being actualH
as'if is represented to them to be and that the prices
are fair.—fAshland Tidings.

Real Estate

jncludi)i[i
Farm, and City PfQptrty

For safest lowest prices by

O. F. BILLINGS,
'• Ashland, Ore.

SW is the Time to Buy.

The Best of Draft• Lhm'*—

Percherons

The Best Breed of Cows-

Jerseys

The Best Animal forOhiidteri^

A Shetland
Pony

Wm. MYEll, Afcbhuiu, Oregon.
Address

Prices to Suit the Times.
„_«.<-♦-«-*-<>-•■■'-*

I have been selling imported and registered stock
for the'past 40 years" and have been able to satisfy
"Tarn1nownearing the four score mile stone of life's
iour.eyT.Hl am not able to give that out-door atten-
i no feeding and care that stock require, and loreSeVast, have transferred the stock bujm»h>

my son, William, who carries it on at the old stand.

Parties interested in Jersey cattle should send for
my folder.
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