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To qualify as a Century Farm a farm must have not less than 10 acres with
a gross income from farm use of not less than $500 per year for three out
of the five years immediately preceding application for Century Farm honors.

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS--1974
(Rules Attached)
Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1974

PLEASE PRINT
Your name (Mr., MpsiX ‘Migx) John S. Billings

1140 Jackson Road
Your address: Route "% .0. Box Town Ashland
Location of farm: 1140 Jackson Road, Ashland Jackson
(Address) (County)

Acres in your farm today: 150 Acres in original farm: Possibly several
thousand acres.

Does your farm comply with the definition at top of page? _yes

Name of family member who was founder or original owner of farm (please print):

We Co Myer
Year founder settled on farm? 1870 Where did he come from? Kansas City
However he had come to Oregon in 18652 & homesteaded nearby land which he sold 1868.
How many families have farmed this land? four

Are any of original buildings still in use? yes

Who farms land today? You? yes A renter? A mahager? Other?

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation?

What relation are you to the original owner? Great grandson

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list Jersey cows
(first Jersey family brought to Oregon), Percheron horses, Shetland ponies, some
shee® and hogs, hay crops, grain, corn. In recent years the farm was run as a
dairy, miling up to 45 Jersey cows. Dairy herds were sold from time to time,
the most recent about four years ago.

What do you raise on farm today? Hay crops, beef cattle,

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) Two. John S. Billings

Gladys M. Billings (wife), Timothy L. Billings, Virginia M. Billins.

Has the farm ever been rented?__ 1°  How many times has original farm been divided? 1

Please list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of

your knowledge? yes.

,//// (Signature of owner)

Mail to: Oregon Dept. of Agriculture
Agriculture Bldg., Salem, OR 97310




Page 2 - 1974 Century Farm Application

Submitted by Mrs. John S. Billings

(Name and Address)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The original farm had a large area of grazing land attached to
it. However, when W. C. Myer died his two children divided the land. Francea
Myer Billings inherited the cultivated area and the farm buildings, and her
brother, Will Myer, took the grazing land and later sold it.

The farm had a house and barn on it when Mr. Myer bought the
farm and both of these structures are still standing. The barn has had some
additions. Another much larger house was built in about 1887 immediately
adjacent to the old house, which is now used as a utility building.

Enclosed is a brochure, one of many, that Mr. Myer circulated.
He was more interested in breeding animals to sell than in routine farming.
He took his animals to fairs and livestock shows at every opportunity.

Ralph Billings, a son of Frances Myer Billings, assumed the
operation and ownership of the farm in 1905 and farmed it until his death
in 1956. Since that time the John S. Billings have owned and operated it.
It has been a wonderful place to raise our four children--two of whom are
now married and away from home.



State Department of Agriculture
Oregon Historical Society

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

I hereby certify that the farm for which John S. Billings

Owner's name and address

1140 Jackson Road, Ashland is applying for Century Farm honors,

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more years.

-

U ,
ﬁéﬁﬁnnty_CommissignerV/ Recorder

Date: c:Z -/ 53‘/ :7fz/

*Please strike office not applicable

Form A - Century Farm Program
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H Little Hot'se Sense.

“ Many think, talk and write that as in the cities
where the horses were used for street cars by the
thousand, and are now, especially in the United
States, superseded by stcam, the cable and trolley,
and so many biegcles being used, that this has
knocked the bottom out, for all time to eome, of the
horse-breeding business.

Let us philosophize a little on this matter: 16 is
true there is no present or prospective market or de-
mand  for common, medium-sized horses. such as
were used for street cars, . When the other means of
propelling them were put into use it notonly stopped
the demand, but put thousands that had been in
active use on a market where there was no use for
them. While this is the case of the above s 0f
horses, and the general depression in most all kinds
of business, nearly every preduct of the farm, excepl
hogs and cattle, has depreciated in the last three
vears from 30 to 40 per cent, espeeialiy is this so in
wheat and wool, lLarge, well-formed draft horses
have not suffered any larger reduction in price in the
leading markets of the Bast. But the reduction that
has been madein the price has greatly stopped the
breeding of horses I might say all over the United
Slates for the past two or three years, as is shown by
the statements lately published by the Chicago deal-
ers in horses who baundle over 100,000 per year.

Please notice what they all say in favor of the Per-

¢heron stock, A eard from a Chicago horseman of
IFebruary 4, 1806, says: “Foreigners are increasing
in numbers daily and buying good, sound, smooth
chunks, 1150 to 1300 ponnds.  The demand for these
chunks is so large, and the supply so small, that the
few that arrive arve picked np almost immediately,
cand four times.as many could be sold daily, Urices
on these have improved since the first of the year at
least $15 per head.”  And he reports it is diflicult. to
procitre as many 1500 to 1700 pound. horses as are
¢alled for,

It 1s self-evident, when this condition of the Lorse-
breeding business is considered, that by the time
horses of the right kind can be bred and grown for
market, (which cannot beaccomplished under live
years), there will be a great deliciency and they will
bring a good paying price. Steam and electricity
cannot fill the place of the large draft or family driv-
ing horse. And the bicycle isa rap -that fora time
may amuse the young, but is not suited for a young
man.to have a social time with his best girl, or a man
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with a wife and family to take an out-door airing for
business or pleasure. - The improved light breeds are
suited for this use,

The Horse, Man’s Best Friend.

M. T. Grattan, the Minnesota brecder and writer,
speaks in an exchange of the so-called horseless age,
that is not here and mever will be, We quote two
paragraphs:

“The horseless age is not here. It never will be here
until man regains his sovereignty over the earth. A
horseless age means an emasculated race of dudes,
who, lacking virility, will not even be able to perpet-
uate their own weakness, and the race will die. The
love of the horse and his companionship is inimical
to viee. A man may walk and plot deviltry; he may
ride a wheel and fee the physician. The horse occu-
pies his hands, his mind and stimulates torpid facul
ties. 'The great masters of men have been masters of
the horse. He scatters care to the winds; he brings
the bloom of health to the cheek, he makes a race of
men who use ‘and master him  virile, combative,
strong. ‘The nations that have excelled in horseman-
ship have ruled the world; they will always rule the
world, and in the great catastrophe the grand brute
whose neck ‘is clothed with thunder,” who smelleth
the battle afar oftf,” will go into oblivion with man,
and not before.

“What fleeing, panic-stricken soldier would have
vouchsafed a second glance or thought to a monkey-
like form on a wheel ? Iis big, black steed, furious
with energy and power, inspired courage as well as
the dare-devil rider. A horseless age, indeed! Wait
until war comes again to the nations of the earth, as
it surely must as long as earth lasts, and man’s best
friend will quickly find his place again.”

In order to breed large, No. 1 draft horses, the best
full-bleod Percheron stallion should be used, and the
produce kept growing in thrifty form, especially the
lirst two years. The best stock, sire and dam full
blood, if their produee are half fed the first two years,
will never make as valuable animals as others prop-
erly cared for, IFormerly 1200 to 1500 pounds an-
swered for heavy draft, now in the cities they
want them 1500 to 1800 pounds, and the chunky
form.

Some farmers and breeders say they do not want a
borse over 1200 to 1300 pounds for their use. This is
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a mistake. Their use ought not to be the question,
as their use of the horse should principally be while
he is maturing for market, and when this'time comes
the fine, extra large one will be specially sought for,
while his less brother will not be’ wantedy for half the
mouney the other hrings. This fact I have never seen
fail in the past 60 years of my observation of horse
matters,

A breeder may use good judgment in breeding and
care with grade mares, there will be enough of medi-
um-sized ones to supply the demand for such.

Future of Draft Horse Breeding.

A visit to one of the great horse marketbs, particu-
larly that of Chicago, will prove of marked beneiit o
any one who is now raising horses or expects (o be-
gin breeding them. Here six firms practically con-
trol the sales of a hundred thousand horses a year,
and these men wiil all be found of one opinion as to
the kind of horse, which it will always pay to breed.
They are unaninvous in the belief that well-formed,
heavy, weighty draft horses and stylisli, breedy-
looking coach herses of symmetrical build, with
plenty of endurance and action, are woing to he the
highest price horses of the future. They all say that
the best types of draft horses are already hard to
find and that the supply of high-class coach horses
has never equaled the demand, even when the flood
ol horge-breeding was at its height, 3

Mr. Newgass, who handles about 25,000 horses per
vear at the stock-yards in Chicago, recently told me
that he' had sold during the past yvear 800 coach
horses at an average of $350 each; that he had a large
retail trade in heavy draft horses which demaunds
the best type of Percheron and would have no other
breed, and that 75 per cent of the draft horses sold by hin
to the trade were Percherons. He said further: *‘Tell
your customers to hreed all the heavy Percherons they can,
and at the same time not to forget the eoach horse.”
Mr. Jacob Koehler, who sells 15,000 horses a year at
the stock-yards, Chicago, says: *“There are only two
kinds of horses which farmers can breed that will be
sure to make them monev—good Percheron horses and
smooth stylish-acting coachers. There is only one
draft horse for this couotry, and that is the Percheroi.
Lven the English and Scotch buyers take them in prefer-
muf[e to thf'ho/-ses produced from Englisk and €lydesdale
stallions.
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This statement was corroborated by Messrs. Blair
& Evans, large operators in horses at the yards.  Mr.
Blair, who formerly was extensively engaged in
the importalion of English Shire and Clydesdale
stallions, said that the best selling hosses on the market
were grade Percherons, and that the English and Scotch
buyers preferred them to the Clyde and Shire crosses;
the farmers have stopped breeding, geldings are few,
mostly mares are now coming—they will not last
long—and then the man who has a good dreft horse will
get his own price for him. Everybody has been wild to
sell; a reaction will conie which will astonish the
people.” ; ‘

F. J. Berry will handle 27,000 horses this year. He
is the pioneer in the auction sales at the stock yards
that have grown to such immense proportions. He
sells exclusively on commission.  All kinds of horses
come to him, mostly from country dealers and
farmers, through whom he is kept in tonch with tle
breeding industry. He says:

“Breeding has never been at so eomplete a standstill.
What few stallions that' remain in the country are
not paying expenses, Thousands have teen altered
and sent to this market, and we are gettingat least
one stag to a carload on jan average, that is about
7000 per year, and other ‘markets show similar re-
ceipts. And what is werse, all the good wares ave being
sold.  Formerly there were two or three mares to a car of
draft horses, now the wmares greatly outnwmber the
geldings, just at the tim& when the farmers ought to be
breeding good large horses that will command a price as
high as ever they brought befor¢. 'They can get them on
the market if they begin no For a draft horse the
Percheron is the horse. Ouwr ecities all want them in

preference to any other breed, ands theyforeigie re
h ‘ a

equally prejudiced, tn their favor. =T 2 ud
Scoteh &'ere anxious to-sell:us ‘their ﬁ “lepged
horses, but they don’t care to buy them. The Clydes-
dales have had theirday. « = 2 &

“The coach horses that come on to our market find
a ready sale, Two good ones are wanted where one
is found, They have had a boom in the last twelve
months. 7These two kinds—good heavy drafters and
coachers-—are the best to breed.”’

J. S. Cooper is among the largest dealers in horses
at the stock yards. He says: ‘“We handle horses
on commission only. We do not advance money or
send out buyers, Our trade comes very largely from
the breeders themselves.. We therefore cannot con-
trol the quality of horses we zell. We do not get as
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many good ones as we would like. Good ones keep
up the average price and makes peop’e better satisfied
with their returns. BuT X0 ONB GETS MANY GOOD
oxes Now. There is a perceptible falling off in
qrt)]ality from month to month, showing plainly that
the supply of desirable horses is growing less.
ANOTHER MARKED FEATURE IS THE INCREASING PER-
CENTAGE OF MARFS ON THE MARKEF. Many of them
should be kept for breeding, but it seems that the
farmers now sell anything they can sell. Ir 1t Keeps
ON THIS WAY WE WONT HAVE ANY GOOD DRAFT HORSES
IN A SHORT TIME, People complain of low prices, but
for really good ones the price is notso bad, Wg
SOLD A CAR-LOAD OF PERCHERONS LAST WEEK FOR $148
PER HEAD, AND [ AM SURE INSIDE OF TWO YEARS SUCH
A LOT WILL BRING $500 PER PATR. WE RE TLY SENT
ouT 25000 CIRCULARS GIVING A SUMMARY OF. THE
XD TS DEMANDS AND URGING UPON FARMERS
SCESSITY OF BRREDING GOOD COACIT AND DRAET
8. IN MY OPINION THERE HAS NEVER BEEN SUCH
PORTUNE TIME TO BEGIN BREEDING THESE TWO
CLARSES,

**FOR DRAFTERS THE PERCHERONS ARE THE BEST OF
\LEL BREEDS, and in our circular we recomimend the
use of stalfions of this breed by stating: “As foreign-
ers prefer the Percheron breed and our own pen};le
at least are very partial to them, it will be well for
the breeder to give them the preference.’

“The foreign demand has become an important
factor in this market. The exportation of horses will
reach 17,000 for 1895. These foreign buyers pay good
prices and their trade is worth catering to. Stylish,
breedy-looking coachers of smooth form and good
high agtion attract their attention, and command a
good price, and always will, Too many of that kind
can not he  bred.—|Correspondence” in Breeders
Gazette,

—

During the eleven months ended Dee. 1, 1895, there
were 18,441 head of horses valued at $2,770,960 export-
ed from this country, as against 6,919 head valued at
$1.219,761 exported during the same period in 1894,
— [ Breeders Gazette, g 3 ; ¥

England Takes Six Thousand Horses.
For the past two months Mr. A, D. Oronk, manag-

ing partnerof the well known firm of Crandall &-Co.,
East Buffalo horee commiizsion dealers, Has heeir ‘in
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Euro‘pe on business, visiting the leading horse deai-
ers of England, Scotland and France, with a view of
bringing buyers of horses for export to these coun-
tries, to Buffalo market, and the success of his trip
has been extremely gratifying and of the greatest im-
portance to the horse interests of Amevica. Mr,
Cronk has retnrned, and while in England engaged
to supply four of the largest ’bus and cab companies
in London with 6000 horses, to he shipped during the
year 1896. This and other contracts entered into
abroad by Mr. Cronk aggregate shipments of horses
that will be made from Buffalo market during the
year, amounting to over $1,000,000. This is the larg-
est contract that has éverbeen made with one firm for
horses, and no other country in the world than Amer-
ica could fill the order,

In addition to the above ‘most extensive contract,
Mr. Cronk also arranged to ship to Liverpool 100
horses each week to be sold at anction under Fnglish
supervision on thoroughly American principles. On
Febroary st a gentleman from England will arrive
at Buffalo to get thoroughly initiated into the mode
of conducting horse auction sales in America and be
thoroughly qualified to handle them similarly at the
big sales on the other side, A guarantee is given of
the attendance of buyers from Germany, France and
Seotland, as well as England, at these weekly sales,

The interest shown by the French government in
horse-breeding is shown by the fact that 152 stallions
have just been purchased to occupy places in the gov-
ernment studs throughout that country, These stal-
lions cost $192,000—%$1,440.78 each, and breeders are
granted their service for a nominal rate. If the
horse-breeding industry is worthy of g0 much en-
couragement in France, it would seem as though it
would be worthy of some slight encouragement, ot
least, by the government in this country.

)

I'wrote Mr J. 8. Cooper for one of his circulars

mentioned abave, Here is his answer:

W. C. MYER,. Dear Sir:— .

" T enclose you herewith one of the circulars recently
sent ont, and WE CANNOT T00 STRONGLY RECOMMEND
THE BREEDING OF. PERCHRERONS TN PREFERENCE TO ARY
OTHER DRAFT HORSE. THEY ARE USUALLY MUCH CLEAN-
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. ER, BETTER FEET, MORE ACTION, BETIER TEMPERED THAN
"ANY OF THE OTHER BREEDS, AND THEY DEVELOP SOME-
WITAT EARLIER, ALSO, BESIDES THEY RUN TO BETTEE
COLORS; ALSO FOR A GOOD DARK GRAY 18 ABOVE ALL
OTHERS THE BEST SELLING COLOR IN A DRAYT HORSE.
Yours truly, }
J.S. COOPER,

1 wrote Messrs, F. J. Berry & Co, of Chicago, who
zell on connnission 20,000 to 25,000 horses annually,
o know what breed of horses were used by the fire
departments of Chicago. They replied:

Chicago, January 2, 1896,

W. C. MYER, Ashland, Oregon, Dear Sin:

Your letter received, Our market is quite strong
now. Our fire department uses horses weighing front
1400 to 1500 pounds, if anything a little on the rangy
order. Good bone, plenty of substance, strong backs
and lots of action, that look as though they could
run fast. MOSTLY GRADE PERCHERONS,

Yours truly,
F. J.BERRY, & CO.

¥From the foregoing it is evident that now is ‘the
lime to breed the first class vegistered Percheron stal-
lions, registered in the Percheron Stud Book. There
is the same difference with these as with the registry
of Jersefv cattle, Formerly, I understand, but few
horse colts were castrated in France (this is not the
oase of any other draft breed). This made a huge
number of stallions in the country, and when the
“ihoom was on™ a few years ago a large number of in-
ferior stallions were imported from France to the
U. S.and some of them afterwards to this eoast,
yaany of which would not be called No. 1 geldings if
castrated when young.

The draft horse is the best for the farmer for sev-
eral reasons, He works more satisi‘actoril{ and at
less expense and worry ; he sells more readily and at
better prices than any other; it costs, less: ta raise and
break him and get him ready for market, becanse of
docility ; he will pay for his keep after fwo years old,
and is fully broken when matured. :

Bear in mind that the Percherons are the only
draft breed that trace in their breeding. to Arabian
ancestry, Thxs_,qchqu? for t.,h)g:x; .kind disposition,
‘action and symmetry of form, It is also.a fact that
the most noted runners in the civilized world are de-
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seendants of the ORIENTAL HORSE. The .same of the
American trotter, for some noted ones aie direct de-
scendants of the Arabian. While Brother Johnathan
Las equaled the old world, and in instances surpassed
her in developing the runner, America leads the
entire world in breeding and developing her trotters.
‘And France is the only nation that. for hundreds of
vears have been successfully using the Arabian horse
as an improver of their dratt breeds, A French pro-
fessor of zoology says, ‘‘The rest of Europe envies
Irance the possession of this breed; and this can be
said in speaking of the Percherans without national
vanity.”

The following registered Percheron stallions will
be at the Myer Tanch the coming season if not sold,
viz:

Gambetta No. 2822, imported. from France, This
horse has proved the equal if not the best Percheron
brought to this coast. v

Hector No. 6916, bred in the Bast by Caesar 3526
awarded first premium wherever exhibitedin France,
and at the Worrp's Fair at New Orleans, 84-85.
Cost when two years old in France $3000.00, and sold
at three years.old in the U. 8. for $5000.00. Dam of
Hector, Rosette 3661, imported from France. The
sire and dan of Hector are descendants of the most
celebrated Percherons in France and the United
States. 4

L X. L. No. 15,019, Oregon bred, by Gambetto 2822;
dam, Rose Ann 1648, by Gen, Fleury 846; 2nd dam,
White Rose No. 618; Gustave No. 19,620, foaled April
10, 91, Oregon bred; Grey by Hector No. 6916; dam,
Juanita 816.

1 am just in receipt of a letter from Northern Ore-
gon in which the writer says: T am much pleased

with the two (J _ers’ei') heifers 1 bought from you. [

have been all over the Jersey islands and have owned
some very pretty Jerseys, but | think one of the two
beats all T have ever owned or ever seen for beauty,
and they show a, good sige also. You must have
taken great pains in selecting your animals, * * ¥

.Our. people are beginning to useJerseys, as they have

found out that those baying the most Jerseys in their
herds get, the highest butter-fat {ests and,of course,
the largest check from our ereamery.”
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In addition to the folders which were recently is-
sued by W. C. Myer describing the good qualities of
Jersey cattle and-his 25 years’ experience with that
breed of stock, Mr. Myer has now, px,epared another
folder giving his 40 years’ experience with draft
horses, the merits of the Percheron horse, market re-
ports of sales of large horses in 1895 at good. prices,
the growing demand and prospects - for such horses
and muech similar .information of interest to grow-
ers and others. Mr. Myer bas devoted the larger
part of his lifetime to the business of fine stock grow-
ing, and as a judge of stock has attained a reputation
much morve than local. In his importations, which
have been considerable durin% his experience, he has
always secured the best to be had regardless of cost,
and to him is due great credit for first introducing to
the people of the northwest coast as good stock as
could be found anywhere, Percheron stock from his
farm has been the standard for three states for years
and bayers have come to understand that they can
depend upon the stock from his farm beingactually

as jt is represented to them to be and that the prices

- are fair.—[ Ashland: Tidings,

Real Estate
- Tncluding
Farm and  City Property

For sateat lowest prices by

G. F. BILLINGS,

Ashland, Ore,
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Now is the Time to Buy.

PUPRAF B s P S i i St oD O

Ihe Best of Draft Horses—
Percherons
N\

The Best Breed of Cows—

Ferseys

N\

A Shetland
LPony

Address
Wa. MYER, Asbland, Oregou.

PGPS GRS 2 S A S e i R GRS -

Prices to Suit the Times.

A O 6 <0t OO PO~ 0003 <

I have been selling imported a1
for the past 40 years, and have be

my patrons.

I am now nearing the four score mile stone of life’s
journey, and am not able to give that out-door atten-
tion to feeding and care that stock require, and for
some time past have transferred the stock business to
my son, William, who carries

Parties interested in Jersey cattle should send for

my folder.

1d registered stock
en able to satisty

it on at the old stand.
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