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THE JOHN EDWARD PETERSON CENTURY FARM

by Jean Nelson

John Edward Peterson and his twin brother, Carl Frederic
Peterson (later known as Dr. Carl Frederick Carlbert) came from
Svenarum, Smalland, Sweden, to America in 1868. They stayed
with an uncle named Johanson in Lafayette, Indiana, for a time.
In 1882, John traveled with the uncle's family to Denver,
Colorado, continuing on west to Kent, Washington, and then to
Eugene, Oregon. He didn't like the wet weather in the valley so
decided to come to eastern Oregon to an area of Swedish settlers
in Morrow County. He took the train to Alkali (now Arlington)
but since there was no public transportation beyond that point, he
started out on foot for a Swedish settlement in the Eightmile area
(now known as the Valby area). He stayed with the Charlie
Anderson family herding sheep and raising and hauling wheat in
both Umatilla and Morrow Counties. He filed on 160 acres

south of the Anderson place. While he was working in the wheat
harvest and hauling wheat to Walulla, Washington, that summer,
a man took over his claim and ran John off with a shotgun when
he came back to his claim.

On January 23, 1890, it is recorded that he bought 160
acres in the lower Eightmile area (this is signed by Benjamin
Harrison who was U.S. President at the time). He later bought
the Will Morgan land which joined that property, and that is
where Oscar's family lived for many years. Besides the
homestead land John also had a pre-emption claim and a timber
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Ture, Richard, and Victor Peterson, nephews of John worked on
the ranch when they were not "horsm' around."

i
Old John E. Peterson home where the family lived while the
children attended school at Fairview
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John and his wife, Louise, married in Denver, Colorado.
They had four children - Carl (1891-1974), Oscar (1894-1982),
Emma (1895-1983) and Lydia (1901-1926), who attended
elementary school at Fairview until John decided that they needed
more educational opportunities than were offered in this rural
area. Therefore, he moved the family to Portland. Oscar
attended Washington High School and Reed College there and
later spent one year in college at Coeur D'Alene, Idaho, before
coming back to the ranch in about 1918.

Oscar operated the ranch for about sixty years. He and
Esther Engstrom were married in 1924. Esther had come from
Kansas to visit relatives in the area. Oscar and Esther had three

children - Donald Edward in 1925, Eunice Ann Louise in 1927
and Gerald Frederick in 1932.

Oscar was very much involved in community life. He
will be remembered for his work in helping to bring better
service to rural communities through establishment of the Port of
Morrow, Waterways organizations, Rural Electric Associations,
Bonneville Power Dam and Electric, Wheat League, Masons,
Lions, Valby Lutheran Church (now 112 years old) and many
other worthwhile groups.

At the present time (1998) the ranch is owned by Don,
Eunice Kvistad, and Gerald. Gerald farms the homestead land.
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Third John Peterson house, which was added onto as the family
grew, with Emma (eight years old) standing on the balcony
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
©0 All t0

iilltereHs 6^.,.. ,aa_^^^^
A?A (/e/wdeta/m t/tt ^;,/.W/'/j, ,///£ 'Mw/rr/'Sj/«/, j a %it<Cwte c/Wte 'Meaatei 0/t/tc J~£aiu/dMce at
w/eic/fy d ad/icaid //cd/u///ta.yn<'en/ /ad /rVy/ :%W /y //e datd ^S^^??f^...„.^^. r^-^^^^^^r^—-
*a?/0^? ** //e/clc^cnd c///c d/c/^/%ijicdd t///^ddd/ t/d^d///dd\ cn/d/d"d/y dd/m^^u/^t^^^^ //e da/j/j/e WiJ/c ^anddT^me///

a^a^a .:.,Z :__Cd :_d/-ry.. • '•-

'm\m m

'/A

ac/d da/di/emen/a/ f/eicfc. &t ^.-^ <A2AA^

cd^t^Z^d^dtt

acceti/ncy /c //e (/fficea/W/a/ ey/d/ic S^yc^//e dad/J/Jandd, ic/atncdde /Ac ^cnctad'Igand'tiffin -/y //e //dt-ctyci (?ycnaa/ w/dc/dad/%ac/ /a^ /een /mlc/adec/

Recorded, Vol. ..A
i;--:;l;; (liii'i'.Ki—;;o,(inn.)

P^e hA,

4#, (/£ d:C^d^d^^^^.^..

IISI0MT |W, J/at //a Mndcc/c//a/cd c/d?/mcdcaf mcend/deia/dn c/f/c/liemctod, andmeen/tmdy nd/A f/c devaa/<$fe/d c/ ^enatedd th dac/cade mac/e
mza/iioMaea. stave amen, amci cylan/cd, ana /y f/cde /rtcden/d cm atve ant/ a/Uvni, tm/c //e dcdc/J/t?ddd^l. ^ ^d^X^dZ-<^d-^d^^
anc/& „„{dZ £d, ' Ytedd, // dau/ ckact cc/ece e/eded/e^:' To have and tqhold //e dame, dyc//ct m'//ia//de da//d, Aiud/eaeJ cmmanddd rind'a/diadcnanccd

/ 7 . // • / . df S £> //^ dd^ ' , / / d ' >/
ed teficc/deco'cl- na/aie mclamtc cc/cnyina, an/owe dcda._(ddddd:^dddd- <^L .X.d^ddd?^d2didddf^dd^^ - ana'/e d^^d^c-p^
,4'A'a/ andcad/yndy&cccl; da//cc/ d a??y vcd/cd and mat/cat ma/el /jy/d del mmma, aadca/ada/, man/c/ac/aimy, ci c//a /wty'iacj, ana/i/a/fa /c c/'/c/cj anJ'icMtewtis /idea/
/a ctnnecfrcn //•/// -aaa ?.m/ei fry/fa, aj may /e tecefn^ee/' anc/'ac/tncw/ce/yca''At //c /cca/atd/cmd, /mcd, and a/ccatbnd c/'ceuify cmc/a/k? atficet& //eld/./? c/'//c fac/ikcfo&
c/'a van a^ /c cx/iac/ anc/-tonevc /its etc /Aelc/oni, d/ca/c///e dame /c /end'& Acnc/la/e el th/eldccf //e /dcmtdcd /clc/y aian/caf, ad /Mew'c/ee/<// /ate.

JM^tmvm mHWWSltr ^^^^2ag2E2i2aE^.^^^2a«!!^?-ProBldent of the United States of America, 4am cacvectde*
/et'feld t'o C& maac ^Patent, ana Jue <jea/q/£/ie yewelac Jz^ant/0/4'ce Code AeietcnCo aZ/taiec/

%unc/ci my /temd, at de %/y c/Jfc^iyton, de __..^^^a>^^/>a:^£22a^ day /[.^^^^^^z^^..^ en de yetU o/otci, J/oldone douaand
././// ,/<,y „,,,,/y^-^^^^y>^^S^-^y^ / „AA//V, / / ... / /,/ 0/ U / r/>. . ,//^7 / s s y'/^X' /C^6tr//<7 /tef/?zcC-iea ana

BY THE PRESIDENT a..

^7 ando/de Afnde^ende-noe c/de *MndedS^ate* de one dandiedand

A "'A.

"LS-

LA ., Secretary.

, Recorder of the General Land Office.
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Timber-Culture Certificate No. /..3...3...
APPLICATION £A!bl_

(4-424.)

I §i jh' l A IT
tutow thzzt vvzaznts shall t&mz, t&vzzting:

There has been deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE of the United States a Certificate of the Register of the Land Office

, whereby it appears that, pursuant to the Acts of Congress/ approved March 3, 1873,
March 13, 1874, and June 14, 1878, "To encourage the Growth of Timber on the Western Prairies,1 UuLLthe claim oi/:a^li..L2i^J^^ ^y^'^^

has been established and duly consummated, in conformity to law, for the

^fed^.i^ LK_
'cA'c^.^^/2£C/g^ '<L/.££{/JtL^U->

according to the Official Plat of the Survey of the said Land, returned to the GENERAL LAND OFFICE by Jhc Surveyor General:

^0X0 hnOW 1}C, That there is, therefore, granted by the United States unto the sdd^^.^.JkZ^4Z^l
fr 7*

thereof, unto the said- /./^My^C^.^iZl^Jl/^Cy..
... the tract of Land above described: To-'have and to hold the said tract of Land,7 with the appurtenances

heirs and assigns forever; subject to any vested and accrued water rights for mining, agricultural, manufacturing, or other purposes, and rights to ditches and reservoirs used in
connection with such water rights, as may be recognized and acknowledged by the local customs, laws, and decisions of courts, and also subject to the right of the proprietor of a
vein or jode^extract and remove his ore therefrom, should the same be found to penetrate or intersect the premises hereby granted, as provided by law.

%VL testimOiXlJ lUlxcrCOf I, ^^^^.^^J^^..^ President

,Vol.-^RECORDED , Page
i,LL,ainr,u u o /u jl,U Jyj i-

of the United States of America,

have caused these letters to be made Patent, and the seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed.

©tUCU under my baud, at the City of Washington, the __£d^£^^L day of .J^.Q^^uJ^J.., in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and ninety-., ^J._U , and of the Independence of the United States the one hundred and^^^..^..r..^i^6.

By// j./aJ. ^----^^?.<..-(Z^^.._-iI.^.d^u,.... _„_., Secretary.
— -~L~ , Recorder of the General Land Office.0—7(5(1
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