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Century Farm Program 
Oregon Historical Society 
1200 SW Park Ave. 
Portland, OR 97205-2483 

Dear Sirs: 

I respectfully submit our application under the Century Farm Program for Century Farm Honors. 

Included is a copy of the original homestead Certificate No 4537, Application No. 7922. 

Our Great-grandfather, Eden W. Keasey, born in 1828 in Indiana, migrated west to Nebraska, Texas, and 
then to Oregon in 1888. His daughter Abigail (Keasey) Frankel was already in Portland. In 1889, he found 
a homestead applicant who wanted to sell his interest in the southwest quarter of Section 26, T5N, R5W, 
located on the Rock Creek branch of the Nehalem River. He purchased that interest and proceeded to build 
a two-room cabin, largely of split cedar and fir timbers and boards, with the help of his grown sons, Dorr, 
Dow, and our grandfather Carroll Colfax Keasey. Over the next several years, a two-story house was 
constructed attached to the original cabin. The material for this house was purchased from a mill operating 
at Pittsburg, five miles north of Vernonia on the Nehalem River. 

Our Grandfather married Bertha Detrick, the daughter of Isaiah Detrick, one of the operators of that mill. 
They moved on to the farm in 1904. Eden W. Keasey died in 1905 and is buried in the Lone Fir Cemetery 
in East Portland. 

Due to the fact that the homestead was mostly covered by large old growth timber, except for a few places 
next to Rock Creek, farming ground was very limited. With a growing family our grandfather was forced 
to move off the farm in 1911 and relocated in Corvallis, OR. 

The farm was rented out until our father and mother, Theodore Keasey and Hilda (Tucker) Keasey, just 
married in 1923, moved on to the farm and it was here that my brothers, sistet:5and I grew up. 

In 1971, because my brothers and sisters all had a strong attachment to the farm, our father formed a family 
corporation. 

My wife Carolyn and I and children moved back to the farm in 1973 and built a new house. 

Our father passed away in 1974. 

In 1996, my sister Marjorie (Keasey) Wysong and her Husband, on agreement with the family corporation 
remodeled the old house and now also live on the farm. 

Over the years we have added to the original homestead and now own 390 acres, which we are converting 
to forest for timber production. 

It is our hope that future generations of this family will continue to find the attachment to this farm that our 
generation has found, and this might continue, just as families in Europe have maintained ownership of 
their farms and forests for hundreds of years. 

Sincerely, 

Ralp 
President 
Keasey Family Corp. 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
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