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OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

CENTURY FARM APPLICATION 
JOEL C. JOHNSON 

JOEL C. JOHNSON SAILED FROM MAINE IN 1857, AROUND TIIE 'HORN' TO 
PORTLAND OREGON. RESEARCH REVEALS THAT HE WAS IN CENTERVILLE, IDAHO 
DURING THAT PERIOD' S GOLD RUSH. HE OWNED MINING CLAIMS AND WAS IN 
PARTNERSHIP IN A PROPRIETORSHIP OF A MERCANTILE STORE (1864.) HE SOLD MOST OF 
HIS CLAIMS AND HIS INTEREST IN TIIE STORE IN 1867. HE PURCHASED PASSAGE BY 
STAGECOACH TO CHEYENNE WYOMING, TIIE NEAREST RAILROAD HEAD. TIIE 
PASSENGER HAD TO HA VE A FIREARM AND AMMUNITION TO PURCHASE A 
STAGECOACH TICKET. HE THAN TRAVELED BY TRAIN TO MAINE. 

JOEL MARRIED ELLLEN CROCKETI (1868)UPON ARRN AL IN MAINE AND LEFT VIA 
SHIP TO TIIE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA AND THEN BY SHIP TO SAN FRANCISCO , TIIEN ON TO 
PORTLAND, OREGON. TIIEY SETTLED IN SALEM, OREGON AND LATER MOVED TO THE 
DALLES WHERE HE HOMESTEADED TIIE RANCH AND FARMED UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1903 . 

JOEL AND ELLEN JOHNSON HAD TWO BOYS JAMES C. AND CLYDE, AND TWO 
GIRLS . LYDA AND GRACE. CLYDE DIED AT AN EARLY AGE (5 ) JAMES C. AND BOTH 
GIRLS HOMESTEADED IN TIIE SAME AREA JAMES C. JOHNSON MARRIED A NEIGHBOR 
GIRL MARY BELLE ALLEN, AND HAD TWO BOYS, RALPH Q. AND DEAN V. JOHNSON. 
JAMES C. FARMED TIIE HOMESTEAD, EXPANDED TIIE ACRES AND BUILT MOST OF TIIE 
BUILDING. HE FARMED THE RANCH UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1929. 

RALPH Q. JOHNSON FARMED TIIE RANCH UPON HIS FATIIER'S DEATH, WHICH 
WAS FROM 1929 THROUGH TIIE DEPRESSION. HE MARRIED A LOCAL GIRL, GRACE IRENE 
READ, AND HAD ONE SON JAMES Q. JOHNSON. NOTEWORTHY IS THAT JOEL C. AND 
CLYDE WERE BURIED IN A TIMBER CULTURE ON ONE OF TIIE ORIGINAL HOMESTEADS 
AND WERE MOVED FROM THAT SITE TO THE ODD FELLOWS CEMETERY IN THE DALLES 
BY JAMES C. AND HIS SON RALPH WHEN ELLEN C. (JOEL'S WIFE) DIED IN 1908. 

JAMES Q. JOHNSON FARMED TIIE LAND UPON HIS MARRIAGE (1951)TO MARION M. 
GALLA, AND TIIEY HA VE SIX CHILDREN. JAMES Q. AND MARION MADE MANY 
IMPROVEMENTS. JAMES Q. AND MARION HA VE RENTED TIIE FARM TO THEIR OLDEST 
SON, STEVEN Q. JOHNSON WHO RESIDES AT TIIE FARM AT THIS TIME. 

THUS: JOEL C. JOHNSON, ORIGINAL HOMESTEADER. 
JAMES C. JOHNSON, HOMESTEADER AND SECOND GENERATION. 
RALPH Q. JOHNSON, THIRD GENERTION 
JAMES Q. JOHNSON, FOURTH GENERATION 
STEVEN Q. JOHNSON, FIFTH GENERATION 

FURTIIER INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED IN "HISTORY OF OREGON'', 
PUBLISHED 1922, VOL.II, PAGE 468. 

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED SECTIONAL MAPS LOACATING THE HOMESTEADS, 
ARTICLE IN "TIIE TIMES MOUNTAINEER" DATED DECEMBER 22, 1883 ~ COPIES OF THE 
HOMESTEAD AND PATENT FROM TIIE US GOVERNMENT, AND NOTARY PUBLIC 
SATEMENT. 
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UNITED STATES to .. Jo.i -c .• John",on. :i · . 

Fil~d for Rn:ord •••• Jv.r.t..~. :Hh, .. ~~~-'-·· ............... . 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Ccrtlfic;itc No. } To all to Whom these Presents shall Come- GIU:ETI NG: 

WHEREAS, ... .... .... ... . Jo.el .... .C .• J.ohnso.n.,or ... ll'.aa.o.o ... ~oun .ty1 ... Q.r .e.8QT.\ ..... ............ ... .... ... ..... .... .... .... .. .... ... .... .... .... .. . . 

h11.&. •• deposited in the Ge11crnl L11nd Oflicc of the United States a Certificnte of the Regi!lter of the Lnnd Ollice 

at ..•... 't'.A1Lt>.~tl.o., 9;_~.EQ!l.. ••. . .. . . .. . ............ .... ------whereby it appe1Jrs that lull payment has been mnde 

by the snid .•• ••..••••....• . .. . .. ~-~ ~-~ .~:~~~~-~~---- .•••••..•..••••.. . ...•••.••..•••.........•.. .. .• .. •••••• .•• .•••. ------

nccording to the provi!lions of the Act of Con1:ress of the 2./.th of April, 1820, entitled, "An Act making further 

provisions for the snle of the Public Lands," nml the nets sttpplt•mcntnl thereto, for the .••••• .•.•. ·---- .••••• . .•••• 

the East half or the South went quarter or Seot1on thlrt1-rour in Township One North~ 

11.nd the el\8t half or the notth e&&t quarter or Section four in Town11h1p One South or Range 

firteen,en.st or the 7111N11ette Ker1dlM,1n 0t'eBQn,conta1n1ng ona hundred and rort.1 ei~t 

aore11 e.nd ninet1 1rnven hundredth11 or an acre 

according to the Oflici11/ f>/11t of the Survey of tht• Mid l.11ml, returned to the Gc11t•rn/ l.1111d Ofli<·c hy tlw 

Sun'eyor General, which said Trnct.JI hn .Y..Q •• liecn purd111scd by the s11id •••• ---- ---- -----· •••.•••••..•••.••••••. ------

...... .......... .. .. .... . ... ... .. .... .. ... ..... Joel ... C. ... Johnaon. 

NOW, KNOW YE, That the United St11tcs of Amcric11, in considcrntion of the premiscff, and in conformity 

with the sevcrnl Acts of Congress in s11ch case mmlc 11nd pro1·idcd, have GlVEN and GRANTH/J, n11d /Jy tltc!lc 

prr.sents do GH'E and GRANT, unto the snid .. ... . ------ ..••..••• .J.oal . .C..J.ohna.on. .•.........•.....••..... . .•. ··----

···-·· .••...••...... ......••. . ...••. nnd to .. .. .hi.a. . . ... ... heir!!, the said Trnctl. 11bovc described. 

TO /IA VE AND TO HOLD the tJnme, together with nil the rights, prfrilcge!I, immunitles 11nd npp11rtcnt1nccff 

of ll'hn tsoc1·cr nil turc thereunto belonging, unto the said ..•. ------ ------ -- .J.o a.l. Q...,1.ohn aao •.••• ---· ----- - -----· .••• 

··----.•••.. .... . ------ ··--·-.... ··--·- .••.•.•••• ____ ••••.••.•••••.•••......•...•.•...•.. •••••. ·----·and to .... lli.fl ..... heirs 

and nssigns forever,· subject to 11ny vestc<I and accrued wntcr rights for min/ng, agricultural, manufi1cturi11g 

or other purposell, and rlghts to dltches nnd reservoirs used /n connection with such irater ri>rbts ns mny be 

recognized nnd nckno1Yledged by the local cutltom•, l111vtl 11nd dccisfons of Courts, nnd also lfubjcct to the right 

of the proprietor of n vci'n or lode, to extrnct 11nd remove bls ore there/mm, ahoulcl the •nme be fo11nrl to 

~netr11te or inter:sttt the premises hereby 1:ranted, as provklcd by In,.,., And there ls reserved from the lands 

hereby granter!, n nght of way thereon for ditches or cnnals constructed b.1· the nnthorlty o/ the Unitrrl Stntelf, 

IN TESTIMONY JVllEREOF, /, .• .• CU:o.u.r •• 9.l1..uJ..,n,c1. ••••..•••.•..•••..•...•...• . , President of tire Unite<I 

Stntcs of Amtricn, have e11uscd theac utter• to be mnde Patent, nnd the &nl of . 

the General Lnnd OBicc to be hereunto altixed. 

Given under my hand, at the Cit7 of Washin.l(ton, the .••. _.u.tJL .....•......... 
eight . 

dtt}' of.. •• -lmi'--- ---- ---- ---- ••.• , in the yenr of our Lorri one thouannd 'lllW hundrttl 

and----Ai.&ht7-..e.1gh.t ••••••••••••• , and of the Independence of the Unitttl State• .. 
' ~ ' • 

the one handrcd and-•• ~'trt.lth • .:.-• .: •• ·-•••••.•••••• . \ .. .c.- . .._ .• ,._ 

, . ~ . t .... 
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U NITBD ST.A TBS · ·to ....... .. ~~-•.l.~ .• ;.,.~.•~n .. :~ .. :. .. : ..... " ... .. .. .. ... ........ .. . .' .. : ... ... \ .: .. 

Flkd for Rttard.·---4un'9· tth-· ·-tto-t·-··· ...•..........•. 

(M United States or Jlm~rlca to an to wbom tbtSt Prutnts sball com;-6·r;t·tlng,· 
Ex. Ho•Htead Certificate No. -l..Cl.Q--- ---- Application N OL&84- •••.•••• 

~lurctte, There has bttn deposited in the GBNBRAL LAND OFFICB OF THE UNITBD STA.TBS 

a Certificate of tbc Register of tbe Land 06ice at .••••• · .• tha..Dallaa.yO~•&On.- •••••••••••••••••••• ---· ------ ------ •••• -----···· 

" --'---:. -~---- •• :. ••• ---- ...... ----~- ------ ------ ------ --~- -~---- .••• ---- ---- whcreb]' i't ap~ars that pursuant to the Act of Congre11 

appron 20th lla7 1802 To 1eoure homesteads to aotulll settlers on the Pu\l.b 

Doaaln and the aota suppluental thereto, the ol'1a or 

· tbe lllH~--_. __ ---- ........ J.121..l .C..Jahnaan •• ------ ---- ------ .••• ------ •••••. ------ -----· ------ ---- .......... has btta established 

and du/]' consummated in conformit]' to law for t1--s.t .ha.lt-4r--thtH'lffthwe1~-qu~t-e:r- · IV'\_.-~h1t·nrt·hal-t------

or the eouthweat quarter or Seotlon twent1 stx in Town!1h1p One Jlorth or Range 1'1rteen, East 

or the Ylllaaette Meridian in Oregon,Conta1n1ng one hun<7red Ma aixty aoren. 

according to tbe o6icilll plat of tbc surrey of the 1aid land returned to the General Land O/Dce by the Surn:yor General. 

~OW ~now ~C, Thnt there is therefore Rrnnted by the United Stntes unto the snid .••• ..... .14 eJ..C,.JQhna.<m-- •••• 

• •••••• •••••• •••••• ••• ;,. ; •• • ~0 ---- -----· ...... the tract ol land above descn'bcd: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract of land, with 

· the appurtenances thereof unto the u.id ......... J..oAl.~...IohnMn ....... ---- ---- ------ ------·----- •••. and to .• hla.-----hcirs and 
· aMign• fore'rer; 11ubjcct to •nT vested and accrued water rights for mining, agricultur11/, mnnufncturing or other purpo~•; 
and .rights to ditches and reservoirs used in connection with such wnter rights 86 may be recognized and acJcnowledi-cd by 
the local customs, law• and decisions of Courts,' and .a/so· subject to the right of the proprietor of a nin or lode to utr11ct 

' and remon: hi1 ore therefrom, abould the same· be found to penetrate or intersect the prcmi11e1 hereb)' grnnted, a1 pro'ridffi 
br /aw. And there is re.cr'red from the lands hereb)' grantffi. a right ol way thereon for ditches or cans/a conatracted by 

the authorit)' of the United States. 

Jn ~e-ttmonn Plurcof, /, ____________________ . _ _. __ .. Ban.Ja.111 • .HauJ..ae.iesident ofthe 

Unitffi State• of America, have caused thc!IC utters to be made Patent, and the Sea/ of the Geaeral 

Land OIBce to be hereunto allixed. 

GIYBN UNDER MY HAND, at the City .'of Wasbinxton, :tbe ••• .t.·uv1tJ& • ..t1.u.t... ••• -·-·----------
ei ~t 

, ·day of.. •• : ••• _ _. __ .O~t.o~tr ••• _. •••• ~--- •••••••• la tbe }'Car of Oar Lord one thouaaad 11inoc bundttcl and 

:._.lUn.ttx.Ma. •.... ~ .•. · · -~- "and of the imJepmdence of tbc United States thc6J..x.t.e8nth--- -----· .••• 

.. B]' the Prnldcnt,--llll\J a.ln.llar.%1.aon.-----~.:.;. •••• ·--·- •••••••• 
L ·•, ' ' I , • 

. ,/' ... ·" . ····'· ··-__ .. . 
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farm w~~ch I own at 
r)~ ~ . 

in County, s h_a_l_l_h_a_v_e_b_e_e""'n----';._o-'-w-n_e_d____._b_y_m_y __ f_a_m_i_l_y __ a_s_s_e_c_i_f_i_e_d __ i_n_Ru 1 e 2 
of the RULES FOR 1997 CENTURY FARM least 
one hundred years by no later that 9 . 

--------Acknowledgement- for use of Notary Public--------

State of Oregon 

County of -~---~CA.S'--=-c--=~-----------
Be it remembered, that on this ;Jg~ day o f__._0\ ............ <?=..A.i"""--+---
1~, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in \ and 
for said County and state, personally appeared the within 
named ~rM.S Q ~~"5irv--
known to me to be the identical individual described in 
and who executed the within instrument and acknowledged to 
me that k... · executed 
the same freely and voluntarily. 

M J DAVIS 

• 

OFFICIAL SEAL -

NDTARY PUBLIC - OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 036505 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES AUG. e, 180& 

In Testimony Whereof, I have 
set my hand and affi x ed my 
official seal the day and 

:~~~;~::v:0:r:::::~ 
My Commission Expires K--t,-1'[ 
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