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GAINST TIIE:iBACKGKOUND|ofu;barn erected by Josiah Marsh T04 years ago.:
:endeuls are posed on tiieir HiddentValley -Rancm near The -Dalles. They are among" Gei
vmilics who: will be honored late, this summer at the Oregon State Fair. From left, Floyd
Tarsli, Will H .Marsh, Mrs..Will.H. iMarsh, Mrs. Floyd William Marsh holding Floyd, j»

rtJker Centennial Family of Wasco County

ten Valley nancp;poine torMpi^l|j«
escendents of Josiah..Marin. Pioneers

By, William H. McNeal
Wasco :.County. Historian

The Josiah Marsh family is
le of the unusual. Wasco

"ounty centennial families,
)me members of which have

dways lived on
lace in Hidden
lore than 100 years .1354-1958.

Come drouths, floods storms,
inks,:; depressions,'" sickness,

ieath; they weathered them all
and "never'-gave up the ship."

•This ;year the Oregon State
Historical Society .has deter
mined to'honor all Oregon Ceh-

mniai families that can be- lo
tted, who haye remained on
leir farms 100 years or more,

issuing to th.env a- Century
srship Document: at the

ion' State Fair this fall. The
lent will contain the sig^

natures of Governor Robert D.
Holmes, the- Oregon, State. His
torical: -Soeiety: ••• •-president.
State' Department; of .Agricul
ture djrector, the ..chairman of

with creek Muffs and on to 7
mile fountain.

"At; that point the ice. ground'
the '-toe" • off 7 Mile Mt. - creat
ing tfidden Valley and. depositr
ing sand and' gravel at the golf
course and on.Dallesport Flats.

.the Marsh \Gradually, '••., after, thousands of
Valley,. for Iyears as the- great river wore

down the Cascade Range at
Bonneville, and as weather con
ditions' changed; the stream be
came^ smaller, down to what we
see today.

Edward and Sophia Crate
deeded 31 acres of
ation Land Claim
Marsh February 1,
A: P 29 Deeds o.
It was described
ms at the

their Don-
to Josiah
1858 (Vol.

Wasco Co.).
as, "Beeinn-

SE corner of the
Crate Donation Land Claim,
held; as a donation land Claim
under an act .of Congress passed
Sept. 27, 1850 to donate land to
settles., .i-n. Oregon; . running. II
20;"chains; thence S 57 degrees;
east .'37 .chains to intersection
of south -boundary;, west

the Oregon State; Fair• Board place.of beginning.
and Wasco Couny Judge James
Hunt. i

;osiah -Marsh and 'his . wife!
kLenora •Elizabeth JHBell)' Marsh i
•arid .his son. Abel Yorna; Marsh.; |
crossed the plains from Iowa to
Oregon in 1854. "Their , tram;
^escaped the Ward .,•• Massacre

This
cord also puts' the family here
more than 100 years ago.

IndianlTioubles

"In the early days," contin
ues the History of .Central Ore
gon, ''the Marsh family had

ery much trouble . with theyear Boise but they saw Major indians; andmahy nights^ were
Haller and his troops from .Fort
Dalles' seeking the Indian mur
derers who. had espaped and
were not .located until the next
year.

Then Called Wascopam

The Dalles was called Wasco
pam (until I860)- at the time
the Marshes arrived,-. It was a
thriving new city on the banks
;of the Columbia offering many

forced--to stay; in the woods. I
[The neighbors: also suffered;;
|much from their depredations-1
jbut Josiah Marsh was a man of |
I courage and stability, and wea-j.
Ithered those day's assisting ma-j
terially in building • up the
country.- His wife- Elizabeth i
.(Bell) Marsh was a native of •
Wapello County,: Iowa."

It might be explained that j
opportunities to the settler/ many': .•h""^r«is ;;?f. Indian tee-
Josiah Marsh looked around for \^esucould• ^>w-£ alQI¥ Ia farm location. .All -the agri- \ih% banks of, Chenowith creeki
cultural land between The and down the^ Columbia to .Ro.-
Dalles - and Chenowith (then l;wena>' and. .while those Indians,
called Olney creek)'had already | never made °Pen warfare on
been filed upon. But west of
iOlney -creek he found a hid^
fden valley with ample spring
water supplies for his livestock
.and enough agricultural land
to raise hay, garden produce
and orchards. Hidden Valley
Was about two miles in length

about"

the whites they did get drunk I
and get into fights -and would
steal horses and cattle, especial
ly- the latter as food in the I
winter.

The diplomatic settler never j
argued With a' hungry Indian
carrying a Winchester seeking

one-half Jfood in mid-winter, and thus
(many hundreds of head of live-

to the Indians over the
years, as did other settlers
along other' creeks in Wasco i
county. *

When'Josiah Marsh arrived at
The Dalles in 1854 the city was
called Wascopam and . contin-q
ued under that name until
1860. Wasco County had just
been created (January 11, 1854) ]
when the Marsh family arrived
that fall and there was much
talk and excitement about the

and
milt

averaged
in width.

While the Eaward and Sophia ' stock
Crate donation land; claim and
that of Justin Chenowith both
extended: into Hidden Valley,
there was ample land left for
dVIarsh and his family to file on
ia Donation Land Claim in sec
tion .19 and 20 of Township 2
!North; Range 13 east. All do-!
nation land claims had to be
Ifiled on between 1850 and 1855.
However, the patent to the
Josiah Marsh claim .was not

;page 395 says, ''Josiah Marsh
scrossed the plains from Iowa
[to Oregon in 1854 making set-
jtlement' down' the Columbia
where he took a Donation Land
Claim."

Hidden Valley Geology

Hidden Valley extends from
i the Thornton or Foley Lakes .on
! the Chenowith - creek road
pnorth to The Dalles Country

club golf course on Old High
way 30, a distance of about 2%
miles. The geological theory: re
garding the creation of Hidden
Valley is that ages ago, when
the Columbia river was 100
times as large as it is today,
and winter snows were 50 feet
deep and sub-zero temperatures
made it solid ice like, to Yukon
in the winter; then when all
that ice thawed and went out
in the spring the river, circu
lated in a gigantic whirlpool
7 miles long and 5 miles wide,
from The Dalles Dam to the T.
B. hospital bluffs, the Cheno-

^recorded in the U.S. Land Ctf-lg^f Qf the-county. It was
Tice until Sept. 14, 1865. Butfefe$?f!.5S^:^L£*^
the History of Central Oregon, in the United States. Its bound

daries extended from the Co
lumbia river to California and

| from the Cascades to the sum-
| mit of the Rockies.

On arrival at The Dalles the
Marshes found that they had

I been travelling in Wasco Coun-
jty for more than 1,000 miles,
from Fort Bridger on the Green
•River, in what is now Wyom
ing; and -that the county includ
ed all of what is now-southern
Idaho,. Yellowstone. Park and
Butte, Montana. It was .over

•225,000 square miles in extent
and sheriff - John Simms was
expected to "enforce the law"'
in what is now parts of four
states!

j City Is riatted
Scholl and Noble operated a

sawmill on Mill Creek near the
first bridge where Josiah Marsh
and his neighbors got. the lum
ber for their first :homes. The
river steamer, Mary, operated
between The": Dalles and the
Cascades handling the mail
which the Marshes sent to and

..,'•;..

Mid

WIFE OF Josiah Marsh, who
first settled on the Hidden Val
ley ranch: in: 1854 still held.by
the, family was'5 Elizabeth Marsh
holding their son,, Frank, in this
picture taken in about 1875.

received from their folks in the
East.: Wascopam. (The"Dalles)
was laid but as a platted city
up to the- 5th street bluff in
1854, which encouraged .settle
ments;

The business houses in The
IDalles that Marsh patronized
were H P. Tssaes, Jacob Juker,
Allen and' McKinley and John

I Simms stores. H. J. Waldron
Iand Polherhlu's Craig had drug
Istores. W. L. DeMoss was.- the
Ibaker, John: Booth ran the
harness shop, and Mike Fore-

i man was the village blacksmith.
jW.CL'Moody operated the ware-
| house at the: boat landing- Vic
tor Trevitt ran a saloon at 2nd

[and Union. Mile M. Cushing had
a.store and hotel. R. R. Thomp-

' son was ^"steamboat captain.
Old Fort Dalles buildings j

Iwere, of logs at 14th and;Tx.ev-)
itt streets and the 'horse andj

j,mule ' corrals reached down to
j.9th street,, Josiah Marsh • and.
| other farmers .raised and sold
[hay and"' grain for 'those.govern
ment mules at Old-Fort Dalles,

[which was then only four years
Iold. It acted as a supply depot
for Fort Walla Walla, Fort

!Boise* Fort Simcoe and many
j intermediate army camps until
jit. was, abandoned in 1866. The
buildings , were « r a d u ally.
changed from logs to saw.ee

(Continued On Page
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His father.was ai
iMarsh ; school di

Without p;

my cn.ua -ox /ijuu^w. .^unawji
nd Amanda (McClure) Marsh
armed the McClure - Marsh
laces near Mosier. In 1906 ho

yea]

—e i
in the

svX

winter; :.*b«fe
that ice ^edthf?i

the sprint
lated m « widens aunt Ina •(Mrs. E. C

erald) was his very
achcr. About 1900 Abel Yoma

MiMarsh gave one acre', of
{Lf, land for'-'?-a, hew school

4 which was built at the
pr Mile Ml. nt
T Simorison pi ae
1State road V2 mile wes
rj Chenowith creek road. Tt re

mained there until 1923 when
a new school was built in its.
present location, just across the
road from the original location
of nearly 10.0 years ago.

Th.e- children of Abel Yoma
Marsh by his first marriage
were:

Effie (Mrs. Michael Thorn
ton). Mike Thornton was a
dairyman who worked for the
Marsh family. When he and his
wife acquired," the Marsh pro
perty" he put up a dance hall

Marsh Sehoo

t, is interesting to note that
the Marsh school was first
•stablt.--hed near the south end
if what is how F! toiler Way

jroad in about I860. About. 1883
vvas moved- into Hidden Val-

^.hen va^l ley •about-' one-half mile north
went_ ouv0f y^ Chenowith creek road
J2X circu^cin(j aj- j.[ia^. location Wm, EI,
whirlpool Marsh attended school While

isle:: 'Micklleswart /Of.

Sleslongand5 miles

n es lonWCto the '!"£
^JP^i? the Chen3g|°nUptoT blufls

Fitz-1
•strict

married i

Mosier ah
dren:

B(
teacher c-

. Charles
oh Mosie
1900, He
and they
:Marsh, at

William
1920) ha
Marsh-Mc
for'Work
;viee.; He
and they
Charles 1

. The It
contain _V
W.'-A: MVALLE

uaapilVlP

RANCH

lfoer" from the government
t at 9th and Mill creek.

City's First Contractor

:Josiah Mosier, who arrived in
!The Dalles in 1853 to find it

tit city" became the first
large contractor, building or
supervising the building of
nearly all the first homos-and.
stores in.The Dalles, as fast as
he could hire Mexican -'War
veteran carpenters and get the.
lumber and' .jrna-ke:A:tlie< square

igether; 'and the ring of the,ham-;
imers of those industrious car-
jpenters leant much to the en
couragement of decision of
JosiahMarsh to locate in The
Dalles. Dr. C W. Shaug was

jthe villiage physician,-He own-
led a - Donation ;Tahd Claim
fadjoming' the Catholic Mission
|CIaim at the, County Hospital,

jgwhich he later sold to George
| ^Snipes who lent his name-to
*{/the Snipes acres; tracts

* C. W. Dente
8

The History; of the Columbia
-River Valley bv Fred'Lockley
(1928, Vol- -3, page. 588) said,
''Andrew. Jackson' Marsh,
son of Josiah and Lenora Eliz-

th (Bell) Marsh, the former
lative of Tennessee and the
cr of Iowa; was born near

e Dalles (Marsh Hidden Val-
• place) in Wasco county,
egon. His father (Josiah)
ne to Oregon in 1854 locat-

on a Donation Land Claim,
r Rowena (Hidden Valley),
Wasco County comprising

0 acres of good bottom land.^
bsequcntly (about 1890) tie
turned' east where his death

ured. His wife Elizabeth,
sl|) Marsh (wHo•• •later' mar^
i B. F. Foley) died, in The

alles in 1896. They were the
Is of 8 children (this In-
tioh condei

. Abel Yoma Marsh (.1849-
1) "Who," the History Of

•ntral Oregon said in 1906,
esides about 4 miles west ;of

Dialles (Marsh Hidden Val-
ranch) where he owns an

late of .400 acres and is one
the heaviest fruit producers
Wasco County.

"Abel Yoma Marsh was born
Wapello County, Iowa, Mar.

, 1849. lie came across the
lains with- his parents and re-
ained with them until 25
ars of age.
He then rented a farm for
rnself until 1899 when.hethen

lirchased the- (Marsh Hidden
alley) place where he now re
des.

On December 7, 1871 at The
alles Mr, A. Y. Marsh married

ie Lyle . of Lyle, Wash.
daughter of James Lyle) who
as born in Iowa, coming west
ith the Snipes family *in 1863.

hie died in; 1890;"On May, 19,
891 Mr. Marsh contracted a

second marriage 'to Mary E.
oyle, a native of Iowa. Her

ather was Miachael Doyle, who
; born in Illinois and came

o Oregon in 1874 via Isthmus
of Paharna and how resides on

henowith creek a. jfew miles
aWay (Doyle Grade area). He
married Selinda Beers."

William H. r Marsh, son o£
Abel Yoma Marsh and present;

ccupant and owner of the
Marsh Hidden Valley' ranches,

Irecalled that his father was a,
Idairyman, the owner of a saw-

lill near Underwood,, Wash., a ]
stockman, a tomato and straw-'

rry raiser in addition to
Ibther;. garden truck and hay;

i'i" liinliirjiiii'upfi.;. ) '! '',-1

house 1
10t ;Ofi
ffner-:i
" old!
of the |

. t0: |which became a very popular
public-resort; He built a ;Con-

The Thorntons -had a son Hugh
and •a daughter Eva (Mrs. Earl
Eakin) .botlr of- Portland.

The second child of Abel-
Yoma and Sallie (Lvle) Marsh

on "operated a nur-lyaslna (Mrs. EC. Fitzgerald),
sery on Mill Creek at what islTna- as, previously sated was
now the Nielsen place and that Ia school ..teacher, at-the Marsh
is where -Josiah Marsh later Hidden Valley* School. She
obtained trees for .his orchards. Imarried E. C. Fitzgerald, a lo-
He also witnessed the- signing •cal
o£the famous 18.55.Indian Trea
ty signed at the Denton place
by Joel Palmer, U. S. Indian
agent.

ctober 13; 1858* Edward
phia Crate sold Josiah

sh -another 38 acres from
he Crate Donation-Land Claim

of 1851. (Vol. B. Page 3,
Deeds). Later 149 acres was ob
tained by Josiah: Marsh ; from
the Justin Chenowith Donation
Land .Claim.

broker .in 1899, and their honey
moon:-Was a steamboat > trip
down the Columbia. Their only
child, Ybma. died in 1903,

The other two children Josiah
.and Minnie Marsh died at teen
agers.':

Abel Yoma JMarsh
second,:; wife Mary
Marsh had two; sons
H. Marsh :who
raised on the
place (1893), went, to school at
the Marsh Hidden Valley school,

Family History, and lias been a; continuous resi
dent of-his birthplace^ except
during;;military service in the |;appeared- about
arrays during World .War -I, for
the past 65 years. Following his

the military service in 1920 he
married Florence H uskey,
daughter of Wm. Elijah Hus
key. pioneer resident of Wasco
County, and his wife LettisI
Prather of Missouri. The Marsl

1Hiddeti Valley place now con
sists of 1200 acres which raises
hav (250 tons) enough to feed
200 head of cattle each winter,
Their only son was born ii

and his

1921;
• Floyd William Mai
long resident of the Hk
Valley ranch arid operator ox
their -Mosier cattle ranch. He
marriecLDoria Lyona and thex
have a *son born 1957, Fit
William1 Marsh Jr.

Harold Marsh;-"second, son
Abel; Yc^navMlarsh is••..•dooeas

Andrew Jackson Marsh (18
1885) son of Josiali and Eli
beth (Bell) Marsh W'as born
the Marsh Hidden Valley rai
May 19, 1858. This fan
Bible record also places
family on the Hidden Val
ranch more than 100 years t
In 1882 he married Amai
McClure, daughter of Jai
McClure (1846-1895) . pion
1866 settlers at the Mc
Gravel Pit place 4 miles <
of Mosier on Old Highway
James McClure's father w;
Wm. C.-McClure, an 1812 Wt
Veteran, who was buried ne?
the Marsh - McClure . Beact
light in 1878, the only kno-t
1812 War Veteran; buried
Wasco County.

Andrew Jackson Marsh was
educated at the 'Marsh school|
on Chenowith creek, located
across the road from the pi
sent school and remained at
the Hidden Valley home to|
farm with his father until
shortly before his death fror
pneumonia at the McClui
place Marsh 18,- 1885 at age W\
Amanda (McClure) Marsh then \
filed on a homestead adjoining
the McClure place and nowi
known as the Marsh Gravel Pit
Place. It consisted of 80 acres.
Later she bought 160 additional
acres. When she died in 1937
her only son Wm. A. Marsh
became the owner:
. William A. Marsh.-.(1884-19.55)'

ylarsh
Farsh-McCh
700 acres.'
srsh-J.'-kindl

Elsie" (Mr
supplied

the p '-s of Josiah and
[Elizabeth (Bell) Marsh. The
rest of the nhotos were sup-1

(plied by William H. Marsh of
I the Hidden "galley: ranch,
;• Josiah M; Marsh son of Josiah |

!an4'-Miz^eto;;\(3.^').:\^rsh, was :j
I born on the" Hidden -Valley
!ranch in 1861 unci at tended-the
! Marsh school, later becoming a
Idruggist at Wasco. He married
Elizabeth Rufftier and then

: three daughters, were-: -Minnie
Macabee, Bessie Pound and
Ella Hyslop, The Dalles,

Sarah":Joanne Marsh \ (Mrs.
Willard VanBibber) 4th child
of ; Josiah and Elizabeth (Belt;)

' thecrete'wall which.';created a-lake IMarsh went , to school at
area of about 5 acres which be- Marsh.Hidden Valley scnool. W
came a picnic and holiday cele-jH. VanRibbe* was a dairyman
biration grounds, lie later sulrt ' on the Hidden Valley ranch
to Pat Foley,; - operator of the They had two sons, Wm, and
HoteT Dalle's, who • used, the Marquis, who died, .single,
darice^ hall for a cow ; barn. ] Mary. Jane Marsh (Mrs. Lar-

kin Lamb) Mosier was 5th
child " of? Josiah and; Elizabeth;
(Bell) Marsh.;" They had two
daughters Elizabeth Knight o"
Dayton, Wash., and Katherine
Millison of Portland,

Josephcne Marsh (Mrs. Wr
McClure), Mosier. died at; 18

••Frank Marshi-severith; Child
of Josiah and Elizabeth (Bell)
Marsh,; .Married :; Emma.- Ryan,
daughter of John and. Jar
(McCabe) Ryan of 5.. Mile and
lived at White Salmon and lat
er at Toppenish, Wash. She
'became a helpless hospital in
valid and this misfortune caus
ed Frank to adopt out some of
their •, six •> children:* who wer,t

(Doyle) !Jose :(Mrs..Babe Fidlet)j:ofv?;W'«
Williaminatch.ee: Nettie (Mrs. Fran

was born and Hall) Wenatchoe; Violet (Mrs
Hidden Vallev | Wayne Wright) Whitticr, Calil

Charlie* Marsh of Yakima; Rub
(Mrs. Eugene W right) Th
Dalles; CarJ (Marsh) Winoho
of:; -TOppenish, Wash,, who dis-

10 yeaj

m&am
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