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NEW ENGLANDER, Augustus Fanno, built home in 1850'

double strength to withstand storms and house remains in good
condition today. House was fifth Century hometo be marked by

Cemtufzg < Home

MR. AND MRS. FRANK Fanno admire plaque presented to them by Mary Goodall of Lake Oswego,
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Tualatin Valley Heritage group in ceremony held Saturday.
Frank Fanno, grandson of builder, occupies home. Augustus
pioneered draining beaverdam land and in raising onions.

Marbed

member of Heritage group. Mrs. Goodall said *'real history of pioneers much more exciting than
television programs about them.'®

By EDNA ENGEN
Staff Writer
The Augustus Fanno home,
8385 SW highway 217, Progress,
ecame the fifth Century home
o be marked by members of
Tualatin Valley Heritage group

HUTCHIN'S

Saturday. The home is occupied
by Frank Fanno, grandson of
Augustus, and his family,
Presentation of the plaque to
Mr, and Mrs, Fanno was made
by Mary Goodall, member of
the Heritage group. Mrs. Joe
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—(Argus photos by Edna Engen)

Wilson, who with her husband
are donors of the plaques, gave
a history of the Fanno family
and of the house, and Hugh
Stevens, also owner of a cen-
tury home, gave a history ofthe
old military road that ran in

EDAYS!

front of the house in pioneer
times.

Mrs. Wilson said Courthouse
records vary in the date the
house was built from 1850 to
1860, but somewhere during
this decade Augustus Fanno
built the sturdy New England-
style farmhouse. Fanno having
lived on the East coast where
there were destructive winds,
built his house, according to
family records ''double
strength,' so if it was ever
blown over it would remain in-
tact,

Fanno was born in Cumber-
land County, Maine, in 1804,
descendant ofa family of French
lineage founded in America at
the beginning of the French
Revolution, He served on
Yankee Clippers and taught
school as a young man, Later
he settled in Misseuriand mar-
ried Martha Ferguson in 1838.
They had one son, Eugene.

The family came to Oregon
in 1845, but after completing
the long journey Mrs, Fanno
died at Oregon City in 1846,
Fanno and his son continued
the journey to the Tualatin Val-
ley and settled on their 640-
acre land claim in Sept. 22,
1846, Hebecamea school teach-
er at one of the first schools
in Washington County, between
1847-50, using 'textbooks
which had been ordered from
missionaries in the Sandwich
Islands, ‘'

In 1851, he married Rebecca
Jane Denney, who had come
to Oregon in 1849 with her
brothers and had taken up land
adjoining the Fanno claim. The
couple had two sons and two
daughters, Fanno was a pioneer
in the draining of land in the
area and cultivation of onions
in the rich beaverdam soil.
The soil was claimed to be so
rich that as much as 1000bush-

TWO MORE GENERATIONS of Fannos were present at ceremony marking
father, Norman, great-grandson of Augustus, are great-great-grandsons, Dw
is 1830 Springfield, converted from flintloc

(front left) and Wayne. Gun
els of onions could be harvested
to an acre of land.

Great-grandson, Norman
Fanno, has the original land
grant, signed by Abraham Lin-
coln, Another of his cherished
possessions is an 1830 Spring-
field rifle converted from flint-
lock to percussion cap.

Stevens said, in explaining
the term ''military*' road, that
in those early days, the Federal
government could concern it-
self only with the Military and
the Post Office in the Oregon
territory. Back in Washington,
D.C., ''state righters'' of the
time watched the Federal
government closely to keep it
from spending money for what
they considered the states' and
territories, responsibilities.
To get around this the govern=
ment designated these badly
needed roads as ‘''military"
roads, thus was able to furnish
funds for their construction.

In looking up the records
Stevens found some correspon-
dence between a Lieutenant
Derby and officials in Wash-
ington, D,C,

In one letter the official stated
that ''even though the roads
were built under the subterfuge
of military necessity, it never-
theless probably could be justi=

fied as protection for settlers

from the marauding bands of
Indians.' Derby said in his
reply, that he agreed the roads

were indeed useful but in his
opinion '"‘to protect the Indians
from the settlers.,""

In another letter officials

wrote to Derby that it was.

thought that the roads should
be built 100 feet wide, thus
if trees fell across the roads
wagons still would be able to
get through, Derby replied that

"since mc
were 100
this would
and a 16-
sufficient,
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Wilson, who with her husband
are donors of the plaques, gave
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and of the house, and Hugh
Stevens, also owner of a cen-
tury home, gave a historyofthe
old military road that ran in
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front of the house in pioneer
times.

Mrs. Wilson said Courthouse
records vary in the date the
house was built from 1850 to
1860, but somewhere during
this decade Augustus Fanno
built the sturdy New England-
style farmhouse. Fanno having
lived on the East coast where
there were destructive winds,
built his house, according to
family records ''double
strength,' so if it was ever
blown over it would remain in-
tact,

Fanno was born in Cumber-
land County, Maine, in 1804,
descendant ofa family of French
lineage founded in America at
the beginning of the French
Revolution, He served on
Yankee Clippers and taught
school as a young man, Later
he settled in Missouriand mar-
ried Martha Ferguson in 1838,
They had one son, Eugene,

The family came to Oregon
in 1845, but after completing
the long journey Mrs. Fanno
died at Oregon City in 1846,
Fanno and his son continued
the journey to the Tualatin Val-
ley and settled on their 640-
acre land claim in Sept, 22,
1846. Hebecamea school teach-
er at one of the first schools
in Washington County, between
1847-50, using ‘‘textbooks
which had been ordered from
missionaries in the Sandwich
Islands, **

In 1851, he married Rebecca
Jane Denney, who had come
to Oregon in 1849 with her
brothers and had taken up land
adjoining the Fanno claim. The
couple had two sons and two
daughters. Fanno was a pioneer
in the draining of land in the
area and cultivation of onions
in the rich beaverdam soil,
The soil was claimed to be so
rich that as much as 1000bush-

TWO MORE GENERATIONS of Fannos wer
father, Norman, great-grandson of Augustus, are great-great-grandsons,

(front left) and Wayne. Gun

els of onions could be harvested

to an acre of land,

Great-grandson, Norman
Fanno, has the original land
grant, signed by Abraham Lin-
coln. Another of his cherished
possessions is an 1830 Spring-
field rifle converted from flint-
lock to percussion cap.

Stevens said, in explaining
the term "'military'’ road, that
in those early days, the Federal
government could concern it-
self only with the Military and
the Post Office in the Oregon
territory, Back in Washington,
D.C., ''state righters'' of the
time watched the Federal
government closely to keep it
from spending money for what
they considered the states® and
territories, responsibilities.
To get around this the govern=-
ment designated these badly
needed roads as ''military"
roads, thus was able to furnish
funds for their construction.

In looking up the records
Stevens found some correspon-
dence between a Lieutenant
Derby and officials in Wash-

_ington, D,C,

In one letter the official stated
that ''even though the roads
were built under the subterfuge
of military necessity, it never-
theless probably could be justi=
fied as protection for settlers

from the marauding bands of

Indians.' Derby said in his
reply, that he agreed the roads
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e present at ceremony marking Century home. With

Dwight, (back), Marvin,

is 1830 Springfield, converted from flintlock to percussion cap.

were indeed useful but in his
opinion "to protect the Indians
from the settlers. "

In another letter officials

wrote to Derby that it was.

thought that the roads should
be built 100 feet wide, thus
if trees fell across the roads
wagons still would be able to
get through. Derby replied that

"'since most trees in Oregon
were 100 feet high' he felt
this would be of no advantage
and a l6-foot width would be
sufficient,

Also near the Fanno farm is
an Indian campsite, where each
year the tribes came to camp
and pick berries in the rich
bottom lands of the area.
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