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CENTURY FARM REGISTRATION

OREGON STATE FAIR — SEPTEMBER 8, 1959

___ _**__„

!<• Names /> e J f4. Tiw IL.J 15V.

2o Postoffice Addresss f^T Q U? (QjS C *<f l^r jI Uc

3o County in which your farm is locateds Wa S hi h<jj* vi
/j

4„ How old is your farm? It L . How old are you? 9 3

5o Who founded your Century Farm? yj> ' *••. •.; } ,.: u, /;;y
/

6o How many miles did you travel to come today? ^S y

7o Did you receive a Century Farm award at last year*s State Fair? S* o

8« Do you have Century Farm land on both husband and wife sides of the family?=

__ __o

9o How many generations of your family live on the farm today? 3 ,

10o How many exhibits do you have at the 1959 Oregon State Fair? P\ 0 h &ir

What are they?

11 o How many years have you belonged to the Oregon Historical Society or your county
Historical Society? y, \ r, p „

Cf*



Bnvrlby Farm

^ a v« Harard's great grandfather, Br. VfilsonThe Fred Bcrlby fuafou settled by ..card gr
, «- early ***** *• ~tain bUt by **' "" ^Bo^lby, m 1853. So-e of the early ta»

j +« ^ai-h At that time, they st-ar^ea *«

™tion growing Red clover and other field crops for the dairy
wag ^^ up 1932 because

building up the land with manure. The dairy op
, ,.,-, for which there was no satisfactory control atof asevere outbreak of mas*it..s, for wnicn

that time*

«l. - -n». •• *m • ir ,«&mi. i» i m • i^. «. •»—-•!-»•. ..«• ». urn »j . ^j. .• flm. .»!• • » ^ **• ••.—»••»- -?r .»- mfc'. >..iafc-a v^fe. • •>*"u u.—». ,..,«•, —J I -

They then went into the chicken and turkey business including one of the fine

turkey breeding farms in Oregon and continued in this until 19U9 at which time they

shifted over to vegetable and small fruit crops which they were able to establish

because of irrigation in 19U8«They now irrigate between 70 and 100 acres annually.

The crops now consist of 10i acres of strawberries^ 9 acres of beans. 28 acres of

sweet corn, and 15> acres of cannery squash. They still produce some grain — 1$

acres of wheat, 2$ acres of barley^ 20 acres of oats, and 20 acres of clover hay.

This farm today produces more per acre than any time in its history.



,Third W*#wstoa cftUA&. f^ja*
il>* to..quality for "c

that of'"~FFed

-BqwTByTft. Rt. 2, Cornelius. t .
v.\ Fred,, his'son Howard and four
• grandchildren represent third,
"- fourth. and 'fifth generations of
': Bowlbys' to. live ori t}feJ property
\ 'sinee Dr. Wilson Bowlby, -pioneer

physician,, established : donation,
land, claim there in, 1852.

Dr. Bowlby; 'a' noted Oregon
resident who was "member of the
last, territorial and fixst sj
I ,.'•"*•• ... • . .. : H
:• . r J . L: i • ; , ....-•'•• • ... r„i;.."^.

move

Forest .Grove..
•Physicians in mat day*and-;/a

•Ibad them work euti'out for;them.
r:RoadsUn:ma;ny eases-were pnly.j
"cow ; ' -trails. -Bowlby;s practice':
;-took him., throughout Jthe entire

rea •from McMinnv-ille to 'Port-:,
nd,-often requiring -two or more

: days'.for /a ..-single call.
Sons. Take Over

Next to take over the. land..
- were John1 and Theodore, Bowlby,
•the latter Fred's father, who pur
chased. an> additional ,160 acres-

; -adjoining1 the -32Q-acre';;elaim.' :
- In 1894,' Theodore's, sons Fred:
and ' .Randolph took;' oyer.-opera--

: tion- of the: farm,, -buying out. .the
other heirs.

Dr. Bowlby did little farming
Jon the: largely wooded tract, al
though ..he': did set' out an. :.or-

• chard. His son raised. mostly'
wheat, tilled by ox team, and
some livestock. "He just let
them roam," Fred recalls.

Start of Bowlby dairying oper--
";3tiafn:l5egan in the late 1880's,

and increased under Fred's
management to peak of 40 reg
istered Jersey milk cows. Out
break of mastitis, coupled with

' low' butterfat prices, marked-the
beginning of the., end ,for, the
dairy, which was, abandoned in
1922 in favor of general crops.

Howard Bowlby now does al
most all the farming on-portion
(over 100 acres) of the old dona-

. tion claim,- raising corn, cannery

• tHESE ARE ^Mfi'M^^'^W-faHi^y-atBowlb^ farni, Rt., 2. Cornelius,•:where de
scendants of Dr. Wilson BowlBy, pioneer Oregon physitian, still farm part qf his dona
tion land claim, established irj 1852. Pictured are (froijn left) Howard, fourth genera
tion;.Fred, third generation-^nd^phawn,^, and Kenndth, 3, fifth generation.—(Argus)

itmSv beans and strawberri! Judge Joe Jai-oss. He and Conn-
His brother John farms ad; ty Agent Palmer Torvend win

cent land purchased in 1885 1certify as to the validity of each
Theodore Bowlby, and gro^fCy"11-
corn, wheat and clover for h\4 *-•
and seed. '}\
Qualifications Repeated »1

Any county farm f a m i 1 a
which has farmed the s a m \\
land, or part of it, for.over 10ft
yearsf/qualifies.for the ''ceirtury^
farm" title, and will be7 award-'
ed scroll at state fair, donated*
by Oregon Historical society and^
state department of agriculture.

Farmers qualifying are asked.
to submit .al'fadavit to County:;
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