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U.S. Census Definit·on of a Farm : 10 acr es or more with ag ricultural sales of 
$50 or more a year ; or , if less than 10 acres, sales of at least $250 a yea r . 

Yo ur address: Route 

APPLICATION FOR CE4 TURY FARM HONORS--197 3 
(Rules att ached) 

Deadline for filing application: July 27, 1973. 

Ht . /)ldoo Ii Cr-a Cd . 
~ 

P.O. Box 211 Town 

13 0 '( J.../<J tvve, 
(Address ) 

e> re7" ri 
7 

Cove 
U//l/on 

(County) 

Acres in your fa rm today: S 7 0 
--------------~---~~ 

Acres in original farm :_._/_~ __ o_o ______ ~----

Does your f arm comply with U. S. Census definition at top of page ?-+Y-=e_£,__ ______ ~~-----~-----

Narne of founder of farm (please orint): __ C ___ e_o_._t_ct___,e ______ C. ___ r __ a_~_"f-_______ G ___ ~t_4_:t _______ ~-----~--
J T 

Where did he come from? __ 1'f.--#-" __ t2~~f7~.~-------Year founder settled on farm? __ /~8: __ 7 __ ~------------­
How many families have farmed· this land? 3 

---='------------------~-------------------------------

Are any of original buildings still in use? \./e.S --~,.__,.,..-.. _____________________________________ ~--------
A renter ? Other? Who farms land today? You? )( A manager ? --- ----------------

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the fa rming operation? 

~at r e lation are you to the original owner ? ~O~t~«~n~~~s __ o_~'----------------------------------~ 
If you knov crops or livestock raised on farm lDO years ago , please list 

--------------------~ 

\,1flat do you raise on farm today ? , 1#<7 -

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names ) 2... IJ/)o "'- !-/ GJ-.7 
Sa t, fl 'c'f q_ '1 LV. Cr¥ 

Has the farm ever been rented? PtU:i= 
I 

How many times has original farm been divided? ~ ----
PLEASE list on s eparate page at t ached other historical facts you know ab out this farm . 

Do you declare that the sta te ents made above are accurate and correct to the best of your 
knowledge ? 1 t £ 

Mail t o: State Dept. of Agriculture 
Agriculture Building, Salem, Oregon 

97310 

Signature~~ 



State Department of Agriculture 
Oregon Historical Society 

CERTIFICATIOL OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM 

I hereby certify that the farm for which ~,~4~~---~_0..._f?._ __ ~~-------~GJ=-~)--o___,'-rr-~----­
Owner' s name and addr~ 

... B~o-'-J(......__-'-2_.__/__._f ___ C_o_V_~ __ , _ 6_ /r_f_Z<_, c.,_._is applying for Century Fa rm honors , 

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more years. 

Cr 

Date: 7-lC - 73 --------------------------

*Please strike office not applicable 

Form A - Century Farm Program 



At fu left; Aldon·H •. Gray, present occupant 
of the f amil.y .ranch, with s'ister ·~lda Gray .$tJllth, 
La Grande and oonald H. Gray, California. All . 
are grandch1ldren _o(~orge Grant Gray. __ . 

. ,.~.-~ .. ., ~ . 

. .. . 
From ·bottom, left to right', Ernest Gray, Gr,ant 

Conley, E~delle Gray (Mr.s:. Henry Olson), George 
·Grant Gray, othella -G~ay '(M~. Ted Purvine), Syl-
. vina Jasper Gray;· Ioln Ghilel~rs (Mrs. Irl Robinson), 
Gilbert M~ller, ?d0rrell. C_p~•)r . Secon~ row: Bes-

Gleaming and polished, it · boa$is an elaborate . hair 
trigger. And it is weighed by mQre than the ye3:1's-
by at · least 40 ppunc;1$. . · · . 

Only one original outbulldf.~ re-mains from tbe days 
ot George Gr.ant , G.r.ay. ! A: s.~9.ij. barn, sbed·really, 
of corrugated m~tal siding anc1 root sheaths aQ· inter-
iro skeleton ot ~carred · handhewn timbers lockeq with 
wO;Oden·peg$. ~ .-.~ ·; l r. 

Local historian W.R. Gekeler wrote an account of 
George Grant Gray, h1s travel $.an d his descendents:. 

' I . ' 

. 'George-' Gr.,_y. wa,s the lather. o~ .the Grande .Ronde 

sf:e Gray (Mrs. Leo ·childers), Annfe :Gray Mrs. Er.., 
nie Mlller,) Sallie Gray (Conley), Ernie Miller, Ber ... 
dilla Gray (Mrs. Eugene M~ler,tng), ~atan Gray, Vina 
A. Conley (Mrs. W.K. Ross), Frank conI.ey, Maty 
(Miller) Gray. Back row: . Jo.e T. Gray· Lee R • 
Childers, G.e.orge M. Gray. 

the ·Walla Walla district. He started runn!ng a .pack 
llJ.Ule train to the Idaho and. Montana mines and pack,ed 
the · first printing press into ·Helena, .Monfana,:-· · ·rn 
1868, he went to Idaho City where he bought and sold 
cattle. In.1871 he bought 320 acres of land on tile sand, .. 
ridge, but sold it in a ye~;r and ·mo•ed to · L·myet c.ove 
where he purchased l,040 acres. In 1874 he. marrl~d 

.s~v:tnna ·Jru;p~r in summernlle • . Theywere'the P.ar• . 
ents oHO children.' · 

Aldon. Gray , s.ays tl~at' the Grays are related., .. after a 
tasliion, 'to the .other Century Farm faIJlilY -in. Union ··· 
county~ · the Billy J-IJnd~.ans .Q~ · E~gln. ·:T)le .. J nt.e.rlock .. 

.. ! 



) 

\", 

years. . . · ,- . : .':t 
·The progTam. 1s co-sponsoi.,ecL-.t~ 

b..y.the Oregon J?.epartment of .:· 
Agriculture ~:the OrdgoJ;l · , !~· 
Historical Society; an present..: ~. : 
e<l in cooperation with the Static~, 
Fair. . . . '. 

Those scheduled to be honor~ ~ 
ed, from the Central Linn ar~a, '· 
with their "Century" connecti.on"a.e· ~m~ 
tions, are: - ·· 

Everett E. and Rosa B. Car-
ey of Route 1, .Box. 14, Halsey , 
.(putchased by Mr. Car ey's .': 
gr~ndf~ther, Edward A: Free..: . I 
land, m 1871, from James M. - · - ... 
Kennedy); -·4 

Lucille Cogswell-Foster ~nd -~ 
Lee W. Foster of Route 1, Box , · .. i 
90, Halsey (founded in 1871 by I 
Mrs .. Foster's grandfather, Johil. .··< 
Cogswell); - ·' ·1· 

. Mrs. Ve Ida Kropf of Route I, ·;: 
Box HS, Halsey {farm actually ·";.. 

-on Route l, HaITisburg . . . ·/ 
founded in 1871 by great-grandf '. 
father Edwin N~pper Tandy)· . : 
. Mrs. (Myrtle) Lee McLag'an· .' :.~; 

of Route 1, Box 131, Tangent · j 
(founded in 1843 by her bus~ .: 

"band's grandfather, John T. ~ 
Slate); and, · ;--:· 

0.rville L. Ob ling of Route: 31: .. ~· 
~x 864, A lbapy -- Oakville , : .;. ' 
3:i:_ea :(founded in 1871 by Ohl,lli~Si. ·:;.[ 
~reat-grandfather, Paul Ohlitig1L · 
. A:: total .of 17 Oregon countie,1~ 
ar~ repres.enteQ by new Cent~d.(~~ 

c ,.Fa:rms, with Marion ·and Linn ;: ·if· 
'·colttlt ies be~: tied fol' llamg;/{/ .{ 

·~~~-~~· 1n:i~ .:.~J~~!--?~~;¢'.~~ .~ ' 
,... :t'. 

J;~~ ~~;~ A ~ . ·.~ ... 

/ 
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