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U.S. Census Defini tion of a Farm: 10 acres or more with agricultural sal es of 
$50 or more a year; or, if less than 10 acres, sales of at least $250 a year. 

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS--1970 
(Rules attached) 

Deadline for filing application: July 1, 1970 

PLEASE PRINT 
artnership) Your name (Mr.; Mrs., Miss) arlowe D. Jei<lks & Melvin c. Jenks ( 

Your address: Route 1 P.O. Box 146 Town Tange nt 

Location of farm: Route 1 , Box 146, Tangent Linn 
(Address) (County) 

Acres in your farm today: 215 215 ------------------------- Acres in original farm: -----------------
Does your farm comply with U.S. Census definition at top of p~ge~ ____ Y_e_s ____________________ __ 

·Name of founder of farm (please print): ___ J_am __ e __ s __ B_e_n_t __ o_n __ J_e_n_k __ s ______________________________ _ 

Year founder settled on farm? 1866 Where did he come from? Fillmore , ~ issou:d --------------------
How many families have farmed this land? One - Four generations 

Are any of original buildings still in use? Yes - Part of original home 

Who farms land today? You? X A renter? Other? -------- ------ A manager? ____ __ 
~------~-------

If you ··own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation? 

.What relation are you to the original owner? Grandsons 

lf you 'know crops or livestock raised on farm lUO years ago, please list Wheat, ---------------------
oats, cheat, barley, cattle , hogs, horses, fruits and vegetables . 

What do you raise on farm today? Poultry and grass seeds ------------------------------------------------------------

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) Two generations- Marlowe D. Jenks 

family and Melvin C. Jenks family . Enoch M. Jenks (father) passed away in 
ov 

Has the farm ever been rented? No How many times has original farm been divided? none 

PLEASE list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm. 

Do you declare that the statement s 
knowledge? Yes 

----------------~ 

Mail to: State Dept. of Ag r iculture 
635 Capitol St., N.E., Salem, Oregon 

97310 

the best of your 



Page •2 
1970 Century Farm Application 

Submitted by: ~ irelvin C. Jenks - Marlowe D. Jenks, Rt 1 , Box 146, Tangent, Ore 
(Name and Address) 

The farm was purchased by James Benton Jenks in the fall of 1866, 
after crossing the Oregon Trail . 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

He arrived with four small children and six more children were born 
on this farm; 9 boys and one girl in all . All of the boys purchased 
farms in the Tangent area and farmed there all of their lives . 

Enoch Jenks, our father , who was the youngest son of the family 
remained on the home place and farmed it all of his life . He passed 
away in l ovember, 1969, at the age of 89 . 

The following is a quotation from the Jenks Centennial Book pub-
lished in 1966 on the lOOth anniversary of the family's arr val in 
Oregon. 

"After a long , tttresome trip beset with many dangers, the trip was 
at last completed. They landed, as was the usual expression, at the 
old r·,atson place, near the scene of the present Linn County Poor Farm, 
situated 3 to 4 miles southeast of Albany . The family was very tired 
and hungry and very much appreciated the kind hospitality of Mr . Watson, 
who plentifully supplied them with food and other things. 

It now became apparent that a home must be selected . They were 
too late to take up homesteads . Some of the earlli.er homesteaders took 
up a section of land as was the case with Perry Knighten, anear neigh-
bor bordering the farm on the south . The place selected was the original 
homestead of Charles Villiams and wife, Lucy Ann Williams, located one-
half to one mile south of the present town of Tangent . This homestead 
was taken up under Notification No . 2004, and was designated as Claim 

o . 52. The boundary was, and is in our possession . The part of this 
original homestead as described above was ourchased from Jas. w. Savage 
and c. N. Savage, his wife, and comprised 139 acres . The price paid for 
this was $1,000 . 00 and was bought December 26, 1866. This tract of land 
comprises the west part of the old home . " 



State Department of Agriculture 
Oregon Historical Society 

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM 

I hereby certify that the farm for which Melvin C. Jenks and Marlowe 
Owner's name and address 

D.·. Jenks , Rt • 1 , Box 146 , Tangent is applying for Century Farm honors, 

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more years. 

*Please strike office not applicable 

Form A - Century Farm Program 



STATE OF OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SALEM 97310 

Hr. I lvin c. J nks 
o te l, Box 146 

· T n nt. Oregon 

Dear ir. Jenks: 

ugu t 2, 1966 

Dir2ctor Short is pl sed to approv your pplication and 
we are e din it on today ith our reco endation to the 
C ntu y Fa co-sponsor, the Or gon Historical Society, 
that the Century Farm c rtif icate be ward d at you lOOth 
cent nnial reunion. 

Thank you very m~ch for the a plication. 

GM:bg 
cc-Or • . His. Socie 

Sincerely yo rs, 

. ;l//# }/l/m!tv<-
Geneviev Morga~, Efead 
Info ation Servic 
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fJoSo Census Definition of a Farm: 10 acres or more with agricultural sales of 
$50 or more a year; or. if less than 10 acres. sales of at least $250 a yearo 

PLEASE PRINT 

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS--1965 
(Rules attached) 

Deadline for filing application: June 15 1 1965 

Your name (Mr o ~ Hrs o , Miss > __ t,...,..,.n~o"""c~h ... _ M,... • .__, .... T.,.e...,,n...,k_.s ..... , _M..,a._r ... 1....,,0_..w,,.e_n ___ Ji..ie-n-k ..... s ... . _ r ... a ... e ... 1 ... 1....,u .. · i;t...,._c_._J_ak_s __ '""""""" __ 

Your address: Route 1 
-----------------------

Po o o Box ___ J .... 4-.i6116mmoo ___ Town_ .... T_a_n_g __ e_n...,t.., • ._,,,,,.O...,r .... e.., • ._,__, 

Location of farm: ___ T~aan.g.·e __ n_t_ • ..._o .... r~~~·..,.._,_...(.1__.w~i-l .e__.s~a ..... JJ.ttih.)~------
(Address) 

Linn 
(county) 

Acres in y~ur farm today ________ 2 ___ 1_0 ________________ _ Acres in original farm 
---------=-===----=--=-

210 

Does your farm comply with UoSo Census definition at top of page? Yes ___________________ __, __ __,,__,"""""" 

Name of founder of farm (please print) ~ ____ _.Jwa~m...,..e~s'--_B __ e_n_t_o_n ___ J_e_n_k __ s __________ __,,, ____ ,,__.._=-...,,..=--=-

Year founder settled on farm? 1866 Where did he come from? Missouri 
------------------

How many families have farmed this land? One famil y - three generations 

Are any of original buildings still in use? Yes, part of t he home 

Who farms land today? You x ? A renter ? A manager ? Other 
--------- ---------- ---------- -.--.----==--=me 

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation? ________ .._.__,..,,_,..,..._,.,.,,""""""'~ 
What relation are you to the original owner? Son and grandsons ___________________________________________ .,_,,.,,_.,,._,_..,.,,_, 

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago. please list Wheat, oats, 

cattle and hogs 

What do you raise on farm today? __ ~g.r_a_._s_s ...... s-.-e~e_d_s __ a;;;;;.;;;;n.d-.-o~o¥..¥1u~l~t~r..,...y __________________ ,__ ________ _,,_~ 

EThMree
3

generations 
How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) • • en.ks, Marl qwe .Tenks 

and f ami l y, Melvin Jenks and family. 

Has the farm ever been rented? ______ N_o _____ o How many times has original farm been divided? None 

PLEASE list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farmo 

Do vou declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of your 
know ledge? Yes 

Mail to i State Dept o of Agriculture 
158 12th Sto 1 NoE o, Salem, Oregon 



Paae 2. 1965 Century Farm 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

James Benton Jenks and his wife located on this farm in the late fall of 

1866. They ra.ised a f amily of nine sons and one daughter. All of the sons 

bought f arms and located in the Tangent area. Enocty Jenks, the youngest 
.; 

son, remained on the original home farm. 

Enoch has two sons, Marlowe and Melvin, who are in partnership on this 

farm. Enoch Jenks established a poultry hatchery in 1910 on thisfarm and 

stB.rted the original Jenks Hatchery. This hatchery is now the largest and 

oldest operating chicken hatchery in the Northwest and produces almost 

five million chicks annually. 

F...noch Jenks is now 85 years of age Rnd is still moderately active in 

the farm a.nd poultry operation. 



State Department of Ag~iculture 
Oregon Historical Society 

CERTIFICATION or OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM 

I hereby certify t~~ the farm for which _Ji /YLfl-<!.L _7Y1,;_..fil:~ 
~e. ~~")-~~-2-~!'.:f s . 

. . _ = , ~' is applying fox- entury Fl!Z'm honors, 

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more yearso 

Date:?J4m ~=>~===19 

~Plaas strike off ice not applicable 

Form A = Cen .. :uey Farm 
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