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Mr. and Mrs. John Alvin 



CENTURY FARM REGISTRATION 

ORIDON STATE FAIR - SEPTEMBER 8, 1959 

------**------

J o County in which your farm is located: __ .... ~....:;._~~c...·.Mr.~c..._._=------------
4o How old is your farm?_...,..,/_ -"""'{) __ O ___ e How old are you? __ J/;...__.~..u.-------• 

5 o Who founded your Century Farm? 2lb.u~ 
l I 

60 How many miles did you travel to come today? ___ ~-+--.... /J ___ ,c2?2.__---.~'A._.._& .............. ..a_ / ___ _ 

7 o Did you receive a Century Farm award at last year 1s State FairJ /220 

Bo Do you have Century Farm land on both husband and wife sides of the family? _ _ 

9o How many generations of your family live on the farm to 

100 How many exhibits do you have at the 1959 Oregon State Fair? __ ...,/Yl&_.... ....... ---.. __ _ 

What are they? ~~----~---------------~~ 

11 0 How many years have you belonged to the Oregon Historical Society or your county 
Historical Society? /22-zt:n& r::;;::::=-



!.."1'- i-
>., i • · .. -

1:.··~0RG,E ,NE;AVOLL . ;-claim was divilte(l ~e;~~:~~ 
)lnori Express Writer -r two, and a Ian~ ·· tfia!: ;is JJOW 
~, mahy people know the f Walker Road bep'ame: th~ 
· barn and th~ · tr~ · ' dividing line. . · ., -. ! · · " 
. ed. house ·'on the So~th ·~ It was John Bl(µid, whp 
ti~ Highway rte:ar receiv-ea the 190 acres that·lay 
'1gate comprise. a . farm-: · · .~uth .of Walker Road, and w.ho 
d that has been : in . oqe ·built the house, the Century 

tfi~~ for mo:re than a hun~ed I rarm, in whieh his grandson 
. ·; · ~ a· Century farm. . 1i.ves today. Bland also was the 
~'Y~~er lac~ · ad& -. Eb lts ~ilder of the.old Stee1_1 place, 

. ~ctlon . It 1s probably the Off Vaughan Lane, wh•ch was 
··century Far:rn in tlJ.e.1?tate. ~wept this week by fire. · 
:°Js wiµtin ~ ·-city lJmits. .. 1 1·; John'. Blarid's brother, 
·eJarm .of John an~r Mari~. peorge Hest.~r ·Bland, took up 
·at 2560 S. Santiam Hwy: -tesidence on the adjoining 190 

-Sl'le.lt~red five gen~ratiofis ~res. · . 
}ir sop; ·JohP, Jr. ,. ~as-- ~e ·~ The Bland fa~ily had eom~ 
.• '.: Th~ }2· ~cres .. µi.e. Al'L~ . jP Oregon· by ox team. in a 
~~~tly own 1s .. only.a fr.ac~~n · \lt'.agon train of some 50 

"' e ··._ .. ~80 ac-res _ Alvm s ,f4imilies, wheri the boys were 5 
.. :gi;.an,ap'!lre~~- ,p,'lrcl).aseq. . ~ohn) and 11 years'Of ag~. ·The 
.'-;:~7 .~ j.;W.?; Y~~~! .. ~e~or~ ·,,fapiily h'ad left Iildiana in Feb. 

~11 · ~f:atel!~· .. './ , · iB51 with five yoke of oxen, one 
. :i.:~otigjnaj° 'p~Operty' · ~x;- . 

1 
.• ~OW, ·One mare, and tWo ·black 

ed Jr:o.m .Jhe 'pr~ent-d~y . ~Slaves, arriving in tile Oregon 
.. wood 'l>ark we~~ · ,to the :f,erritory in Septeqiber . ~f that 
i,n'ity of.Stoltz Hill Road, ~hd fear. 

_th f~o~ the pre~e~t location . ~The family originally settled 
~tebanop, Umon High S~ool qn a .donation .land claim a 
.. the Lebanon.-Brownsville jnile-and-a-half. west of 
. : f. . Lebanon, but sold the property 
When the two sons -of Moses $ix years later to settle on the 
·d Martha Bland married, 'the \and they bought just south of 
. · ·"~cres originally purCha~e~ the city. 'm ·the David W atltjns l~!i-d ., The grewth of Lebanon from 

~ 1' • •• \ •. 

. '! vi~ag~ to· a J~ir-size4 ~city 

eventually engulled the farm 
:· where. the John-Blands settled, 

and the Alvm's Centtirf Farm 
now is within the· dty ttself. . 
· The farm ·was a stop for 
stage arid fre~gttt Y.'.agons on 

·the old ~ntiam .wagon Road, 
and the big red barn that ·still 
stands on the property housed 
the travelers' horses . 

Mrs. Blahd cooked for 'the 
s~ge passengers, and ~ gave 
them lodging overnight iri the 
house. 

" . 

£.d.auoa ~x~ 
Thursday, September 17,:197'0, '~age 9 

.. i 
ding piece of acreage were left Academy here . 
·to _the Blands' youngest ~:soth Bland brotbet;s'. tracts 
daughter, Cynthia Mae, ,'1hen have ~en divide4 ~nd · sµl>-
she. b.ecaine Mrs. Walter Alvin. divided, and only ;the Alvin 

'· Her s<>n; John, is the house;s ', property remail'\S in family · : · : 
curtent occYJ>ant and .. her.· hands. Alvin s~ill rubs a few . : : : 
daughter, Betfy Alvin CUrtis, .. beaq of stock on ~he property, ·: · · 
.presently is principal of · inclµding a donkey,. which : -': 
Saritiam SCbool. 1>fo1*bly draws the most at- . : ; : 

Coincdentally, John's wife, tention from passers-.by • . 
Marie, is .principal of Cascades But farming no ·longer is the 

.School, which stands on . Ute ·prime use of · tjie land. 
half of the original property . Residential tracts abound in 

, that went to· George Hester ·-t~e area, as . 4-0--, private 
.· Bland· Black laborers helpep . tM:ts~esses. Alvin· hi~lf has a 

to clear · the land that even- 'welding shop on· the· north end 
Each succeeding· generation tually . was pla.nted to fruit . of. his prop.erty. Sonthgate 

has remodeled botb the house , " 
and the barn, but ~ basic ·:·trees, and in 1952. 11lmost ·~· Shop.,i~; 9entet is 'i;he chief 
structure and looks of each ' 'hundr~ .. y~rs " l~ter,. it '·was · ian~arlt .. today of ., the old 

· A. 1 · ide. b. these' .tr~S< ; that.~ themsd't~ t.«)3lantJ. holdmgs. · , . . 
~emdam. vi~'i a wf1 i tb'!f .. had :to be.cl~ to-make way ' ·· "There wasn't a l<>t·of houses 

,. ~i:a ~· . re~e.n. ,Y wa - ~e · • e r '' ·. th ch.. - ·1· . • ·• • . · i .. aro'und · hel'!e in · thOse days ,., : · . 
. mtenor of the house · with - or. e s . 00 · . . . , . . . . , 

knotty-pine, but says he doeSn't · : ~erJ>f tJ.ie p~op~rty ;at th~,·' ,Alvm recalls ~f -.. his. J!h1!dhood 
.intend to ·do much to the· ex- b~e it .~as -sold to the . s~hQ'O~· }>n th.e .-farm. ·~?St of it was 
terior·. · .. · · , ~as .the ... wffi~ {A~nol.dS •. ·M;rs.~ ,; ,fartnmg gro~~·, .. 

. · Arnold . was -Pearl Bland. Ar- '. Wflen Alvm was~· ~ibout 12, , ~. 
. The ol~ house, pa~n:ted .br~wn · . nold, 0~~ ·of. 'the daugnters· .0 f elecµ-iclty wa! .. ms~all~d. in the : · · c 

and. trimmed with w.h1te, . · George -'Hester Bland. . '· house ... When he ,was married, ·. ,. 
retams much of what must · he constructed · bathroom 
)~ve been its original charm~ A ·The Arnolds : .later' . Sf)ld a faciliti~s. · 
wipding cobblestone. path leads · portion Qf thejr pro~t:Y:~Jor . Except for · these . cha.nges, : . ,v . 
from what is now a -traffic- construction. of a new ;h,iJb · the old house looks about the 
clogged highway . to the ppr- · school for the city. Mrs. -:ru-- same as it ha$ for the past 113 .. 
chway, and tall trees slµeld it nold's parents before her also years~ Thus far spared the 
from . all but . the di.scerning . had been interested .in ravages of time, it well could .. 
traveler's view.. education, and were credited be headed for its second/ en- ,..· 

The house and its surroun- with helping build the Sant~am tucy. . " ~ ' 

I . • ..... 

. .... 
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