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RUSSELL ALFORD 

s born in the year 1824, in Clayborne., Tennessee. When he was about 

7 years old his f'athe.r moved to .Missouri where he grew to manhood. During his 

boyhood he had no opportunity for getting an education, it being a new county . 

-nd there being no schools, and besides, he had to work very hard, as did every 

one at that early day. Through habits of industry, and careful observation, he 

gradually fitted him.self for a successful business life. • Al.ford remained in 

Sheridan County until the exican war broke out. He had been a successful farmer, 

and had accwnul ted considerable means. At the call for volunteers !or the war,, 

he enlisted in C pt. Hally's company of Price's regiment. After the war he re-

turned home and ent to f :ming, m.eeting "th good success. 

In May 1848, he married ss rtha Jane Rodgers, who was born in ssouri. 

She was the daughter of Jesse and uth odgers, who came to Missouri among its 

first settlers •. After marriage they remained in · ssouri until the spring of 

1850, when they st rted for the Willamette Valley, Oregon, going overland by ox 

teams. 

This trip was long and tedious one, occupying about 7 months and entailing 

a great deal of sickness and other trouble. He lost one child, which was buried 

on ·illow Creek. 

They arrived in the valley late in the fall of the same year. The mountains 

ere covered with snow and the emigrants were unable to cross, but had to come 

down the Colwnbia River in little flat boats. The first winter • Altord remained 

near Oregon City. In the following spring he moved up the illamette near the 

present site of Harrisburg, and took up a donation claim, which he now owns. 

- - -Excerpt from Illustrated Historical Atlas p 
.Marion and Linn Counties 

Dated 1878. 
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