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By WARREN HILL
One of 11 Lane county farms

slated for recognition as a cen
tury farm during a specialpro
gram Aug. 31 at the OregonState
Fair is locatedeastof Walterville

McKenzie highway.
3 the farm ownedby Mr. and
RobertMillican, grandson,

lrs./AdaB. Millican,daugh-/
ter-in-law, of theoriginalowner
alsoRobertMillican.

The original Robert Millican
had an eventfuHife beforeestab
lishing the farm in the fall of

: 1864.
Born south of Utica, N.Y., on

. Jan. 17, 1837, of Scotsparents
he moved to Indiana with his

!• family in 1844. His father had
been killed before Robert was
born.

After severalyearsin theMidr
west, including a period of train
ing in Cincinnati in thecarpentry
trade, the then 22-year-oidman
decided tosettle in the Oregon

. country. He left for Oregon on
Nov. 12,1859,aboard thesteamer
Atlantic, which reachedColon in
Panamasix days later.

After crossingthe isthmusof
Panama heboardedthe steamer,
Golden Age, that took him to San
Francisco. He had quite a long
Wait in "Frisco" waiting for a
Portlandboat that was keptfrom
comingto seauntil dangerousice
clearedfrom theColumbiariver.

Millican finally' arrived in
Portlandand took a river boat to
Albany. The final stageofthetrip
to Eugenewas covered by"leg-
mobile," a common method of
travel in those pioneer days.

In an accountof hislife written
shortly before his deathon Feb.
28, 1918, Millican gave areport
of a May 1860prospectingparty
to easternOregonthat he joined.
He said the 53 men with 107
headof horsesand mulesventur
ed into the country fuU of histile
Indians.

On the headwatersof the Mal-
ed into the countryfull of hostile
stampededand took 67 head of
the animals,while 40 weresaved
as they were hidden by willows

o-rtJL^

'

arm at Waltervili
To GetCenturyRecognition

THIS STURDY 83-year-old housestandson the
centuryfarm near WaltervillefoundedbyRobert
Millican 100yearsago. It will belmong42state
farms slatedfor recognition at a specialpro
gram at the Oregon State Fair Aug. 31. With

Mrs. Ada Millican, one of the presentowners,
above, are grandchildren,SharonMillican, liv
ing on thefarm, andHa^ryCalhoun B̂remerton,
Wash.(News Photoby EdwardEhrlich)

acrossthe stream.
The group then started for

home and were ambushed by the
"redskins.""They put up agood
fight, but their aim was not as
good as oursj we got an Indian
every time," Millican wrote. He
noted that one of the men in the
party was shot through the leg.

The young pioneer then em
barkedon aprospectingand min
ing careerbefore settling ddwn
to the more prosaicbusinessof
farming. He"made some money"
in the mines inDouglas county

near theJacksoncounty line and
then worked mining claims in
severalpartsof Idaho withvary
ing success.

He then establishedthe 160-
acre donation landclaim, a part
of the presentfarm, whichnow
totals 320 acres.He took Mary
A, Beale as hiswife on Aug. 13,
1867, and shecontinuedto live
on the farm until her death in
1933.

Lester and Ada Millican had
rented the farm after the senior
Mmican's death in 1918 until
1937 and then bought the place
from the remainderof the heirs.
He died in 1946.

Mr. and Mrs. RobertMillican,
presentoccupantsandpart own
ers, moved onto the place in
1933. The farm runsstockcattl^
and sheep.

The house on theplace asturdy
and architectually; balanced
structure, with a porch oh three
sides, is 82-year-pld.Thesenior
Mrs, Millican says,she-isr
but one of the barnson ti
may have been built a
yearsago.

Over the years it has needed
little" repair, she says, and the
building, put togetherwith hanc'
hewn timbers and wooden pes

There were eight children la
the original owner's family, and
two are still living in Eugene,
Mrs. Ada Brubakerand Mrs, Ina
Garrison,

Lane county, with; H of 4gf
leads the state in the numberot
centuryfarms to be honoredthis
year by the OregonDepartment
of Agriculture and theOregom
Historical societyTCerffittcatesj
at thefairceremonywill bepre
sented by Gov. Mark Hatfield.

Another areafarm to be hoa.
ored is that ofManleyA,Spores,.-
Ri, I, Box 93, which is part of
the farm settledby his g#i
father, James Madison
in 1857, The original hou?
partof thebarnstillare


