CFR 0067

Joseph A. Voss



Sherwood, Oregon
July 16, 1958

Mr. Frank Fillpot

Room 203 Court House

Oregon City, Oregon

Dear Mr. Fillpot:

This is to certify that the following heirs are still
living on the 319 and 92/100 acres in the BEast half of
Section 5, Township 35S, Range 1 W. of Clackamas County
originally owned by Joseph Voss and Elizabeth Voss. This

land was settled by Joseph Voss and Elizabeth Voss in the

early 1850's and has been resided upon bf heirs since that
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“We re pretty much established around

- here, vou might say. I've lived here all my
life and T'm 66, said Albert Voss, referring

to.the 105-agre farm he owns between Sher-
‘and’ Wilsonville. about four mites
tin.

vears isn't long enough to es-

And. if

*tablish firm roots on a farm, Voss can trace
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“his roots back further than that. His father

and gmndfalher before him worked the
farm he now proudly calls-his own. Some-
. Voss hopes one or both of his two
ghters will be able to continue the fami-

»'»l\ tradition of farming.

“The Voss farm was among_the first in
n by the
Historical Society in 1959, The tarm

mts _settled originally by Joseph Voss. Al
__bert's grandfather. in 1853. He had a dona-
i tion b tand t‘lalm ot 3”6 acres. Joseph came -

“» weeks at one time all his years.”

- dren. .

“is: -agcu
i .apple.

to Oregdn from Mineral Point, Wisc. Ac-
cording 1o ‘Albert, Joseph was a deputy
sherdff before his journev to Oregon. Al-
bert's ;’,a’ndmmher. Elizabeth, had been
m,trriag twice before and had about 12 ¢hil-

Josepli raised grain and hav on his 320-

acre far. Albert said he lived until the age
of aboug 80. He passed most of his farm
onto hig son, Joseph. when he died. Joseph
junior received 160 acres with the re-
mainder of the farm going to-other
brothers: -

Second generation

Jose h;umor was born on the farm of
his fathér in 1872, “He lived there all his
life unut e was 91" Albert said. “] would
sayv he wasn't off the place three or four

use built by Joseph junior in 1915

son the Voss farm.- That house

“Albert’s sister. Several old

ar and walnut trees also stand near

the 1915 home. According to Albert, those
trees were planted by Grandfather Voss.

One hoj
still stang

When Jaseph junior inherited the Voss
farm. he continued to raise grain and hay.
He branched -out into berries, fruit trees,
sheep and cows, too. As a youth, Albert re-
members the area was largely farming
country. But it wasn’t a backward spot.
When ‘thev built the 1915 house, he said,
electricity was already available to area res-
idents. There were also more school houses

m the area than you couid sh&ke a stlck e

‘what’s going to happé ‘With |

‘name firmly rooted

* of train tickets each mcmth so they could
have transportatiorf to the 100-student
school in Tualatin. %
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Christmas trees

Albert inherited 105 acres of his father’s
farm. Several acres had been sold off to
friends and relatives over the years. Albert

continued full-fledged farming for a time

but soon discovered ithat farming is not
always a profitable business. For the past
six or seven years, hesaid, he and his wife
have raised Christmas trees on much of the
land. They have also Teased about 40 acres
for purposes of Christmas tree farming.

The sentimental vafue of the Voss farm
means a great deal to Atbert and his family.
“That’s the reason we're holdmg on to-it,”
he said.

Albert expects t IS ﬁe near future, the
area in which he a er farmers live will
become residential areas New homes are al-
ready being built. aﬁvimmﬁ the Voss farm,
he said. That, coupled with the lack of pro-
fitability. in farmmg leads Voss to believe
that his daughters may hot be able to con-
tinue the Voss farmmi padition.

skl

“The times ehange

don’t save stuff to give:to'y
days,” they might want to do somethmg
else with their lives,: hﬂﬂid

Desplte his fears mat,jhe Voss farm may
not continue in th Tike it hz;s in the




