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Ct- -o3
U.S. Census Definition of a Farm: 10 acres or more with agricultural sales of
$50 or more a year; or, if less than 10 acres, sales of at least $250 a year.

APPLICATION FOR CENTURY FARM HONORS—1973
(Rules attached)

Deadline for filing application: July 27, 1973.

PLEASE PRINT and Mrs.

Your name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) Mr / £. Vernon Hay hurst

Your address: Route #1 3 P.O. Box 3 Town Haines

3a£erLocation of farm: .approximately 1^ miles W of Haines
(Address) (County)

Acres in original farm:_ 160

Yes

Acres in your farm today: CCtr
£-00

Does your farm comply with U.S. Census definition at top of page?

Name of founder of farm (please print) : Peter ioulson

1871Year founder settled on farm? Where did he come from? Denmark

How -many families have farmed-this land? v>;e are third generation

Are any of original buildings still in use? no

Who farms land today? You? yes A renter? A manager? Other?

If you own the farm but live in town, do you manage the farming operation?

What relation are you to the original owner? Grandson

If you know crops or livestock raised on farm 100 years ago, please list wild hay, rye, oats,

horses, pasture, and cattle.

What do you raise on farm today? _-l falfa hay, £rain, and pasture.

How many generations live on the farm today? (Names) one , Mr. &Mrs. Vernon Hayhurat.

Has the farm ever been rented? no How many times has original farm been divided? once

PLEASE list on separate page attached other historical facts you know about this farm.

Do you declare that the statements made above are accurate and correct to the best of your
knowledge? yes

Mail to: State Dept. of Agriculture
Agriculture Building, Salem, Oregon

97310
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19 73 Century Farm Application

Submitted by: Vernon Hayhurst Rt. #1 Box 3 Haines, Oregon 97833
(Name and Address)

My grandfather, Peter Poulson, was born May 5, If43 in Denmark and came
to America as a young man. He came west with a wagon train and worked in
the freighting business, he freighted between the Umatilla Landing and
Silver City, Idaho . additional infor>Mion •
He passed through Baker valley often making deliveries to the mining camps
in eastern Oregon.

In 1868 he decided to make his home here in .the valley and worked on some
of the ranches and farms saving his money. In $une of 1$71 he purchased
a homestead grant of 160 acres of state sc! ool lands and in 1876 added
80 acres adjoining his farm purchased fsflwn a W. L. Jones who had home-
steaded in 1872. My grandfather raised horses which he sold in Omaha and
raised the wild hay on the meadow and also oats and rye to feed them.

His original dwelling had been box contruction and in later years it had
been added on to with double wall construction. This house was torn down
by me in 1963 after we built a new home on the farm. The old part of the
house was built with dimension lumber part of which had been hewn by hand
with an axe and put together with square nails. The original barn was of
logs but was rex^laced by him with a very large barn which is still stand
ing. It is constructed of heavy timbers without knots and put together
with mortised joints and wooden pegs.

In the late 1970's he purchased another grant in the Muddy Creek area now
known as the Cleve McCullough farm. He built the home that is in use there
today. He moved up there to live and used the lower farm to pasture his
horses and cattle and to raise the oats and wild hay to feed them.

Early in the 1880fs he married Jennie Rainey. To the union were born seven
children of which three died in infancy or toddler age and were buried in
the old Wingville cemetery. Of the remaining four my mother,,Pearl Poulson,
was the eldest followed by her brother Norris Poulson of Tustin, California,
a sister, Ethyl Poulson, deceased, and a younger brother William Poulson,
deceased. My mother passed away in 1970 after having spent the greater
part of her life at Haines.

My grandfatherjhad at varioustimes had hired help live on his farms after
he moved to Baker in 1900 where he operated a grain, feed and produce store
on Center street (now known as Broadway) where he sold the crops from the
farms in excess of what he needed for his own livestock..

After my mother's marriage to my father, R. B. Hayhurst, in 1906 he turned
this farm over to them to operate. When I was still a young man my parents
separated and my mother and I operated the farm. We milked cows, had a
farm flock of sheep and raised alfalfa hay, oats and barley.

After my grandfather's death in 1928 his estate was divided with the lower
farm going to my mother and her sister Ethyl. My mother inherited 140 acres
of the original 160 acre homestead. My aunt later sold her 100 acres to
Mr. and Mrs. Olaf Olsen and in 1946 my wife and I purchased it back from
them. In later years we purchased my mother's interest in the 140 acres to
bring the the total acres back to the 240 acres. In 1930 we purchased

(over)



15 acres across the road from John Schmalenberg making a complete total
of 255 acres in the farm today. All of the ranch is irrigated with water
from Rock Greek and the original homestead has the M^tflwKk third oldest
right on the creek, 1972, on a good part of it.

and I

My wife/have four children we have raised here on the farm. Our eldest, a
son, Edward V. Hayhurst Jr. is a Captain 0f the Air Force, our next son,
Michael Lewis Hayhurst, is a computer soft-ware analyst in Boise, Idaho.
Our youngest son is with the Portland Chain Company of Tigard, Oregon. Our
only daughter is Nancy Hayhurst Kingsford of Shoshone, Idaho.

& />/{' LiiSa ,': eTS",



State Department of Agriculture
Oregon Historical Society

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP OF CENTURY FARM

I hereby certify that the farm for which /ty^A/rS £ (/*&*/*„ /^L^/>/7^
Owner's name and addresss

Rt. #1 Box 3 Haines, Oregon 92833 , .
___ is-^applying for Century Farm honors,

has been in his family continuously for 100 or more years.

Recorder

Date \kA, 37, /?-?!

t.->

*

*Please strike office not applicable

Form A - Century Farm Program
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BE1

ta#®ttlHf^©£ jlfarfe #*>.. &y^A^ZT^ day of
'{. D. One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy- <JfdrJ-yc.

^ 4*£

C<f* &..&<. fe^P.oO <Z^T&

of the second part,

WITNESSETH, that the said partj, of the first part, for and in consideration of
the sum of... e&y&i/S?. -— -_-_~^—^--:r-^:7^r Dollars,
lawful money of the United States of America, to .^c^^,.. in hand paid by the said
part of the second part, at or before the ensealing and delivery of these presents,
the 7^^^^M^sJ^fre]jy acknowledged, ha,3 granted, bargained, sold, aqavsyetct
ancVcwfteuMd, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, convey and c^^rJn^%o
unto the said party of the second part, and to..<?£<L,. heirs and assigns forever,
ALL

-Xj

^::C2f~.f/-<-..^:-,£j2_<J ^<?..__%&c ¥...2£*^»...~. &**k^....^z^*M£*
.&>:. ^ <©. -=*: .,^r..-.->s-.. r <&*-

r

TOGETHER with all and, singular the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining, and, the reversion and, reversions
remainder and. remainders^rents, issues amiprofits thereof; and, also, all the estate,
rigid, title, interest, :...^~^~?C^^^.^^^^$*L*5|——^-^-^property, possession,
claim and, demand, whatsoever, as well in law as in equity, of the said part y of the
first part, of, in or to the above described premises, aval every part and paredthereof,
until the appurtenances. ~

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, fhe above mentioned, and, described,
s*premises, together with the appurtenances, unto the said.. 5

% heirs and assigns forever '7
of the second, part,

IJV' WITNESS WHEKEOE, the said party of the first part hac3 hereunto
set CA<^V hand and seal the day and year first above written.

Signed, Scaled and Delivered in the presence of

c 7 ,*—
/

^'^<^>
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QUIT-CLAIM DEED-Priated and for eale at the Revets, office, Baker City, Or.

Tk\i$ Iti4@Piiuir@ Witeie&set^, That h,,.£, ::::;.;::
and

his wife, for tha consideration of thesum

-DOLLARS,

bargain; sell andt0 -r Paid, ha.^...: bargained and sold, and bij these presents do

quit-claim unto ;._; l_l...... ' •-';..
thefollowing

sLcS-JfiSvCrpI cTrvocco, o'j-LVtl: :_j .... •) 'i. w:

.-,j..*.;,..^._i.^._.„
:....:..-..:, wUiaXJLSX I. ..

P"i"b".""CJ-Vtf»-0,9"irfr<-'Ti

r s •: ->-i I •>«• T

urtf^on.i/.ivt1'" lo <J» i i. ' » v. - - m ae ea •„ t aai

itom w.L.Jones to Pst^r Poulson ,covering the sr*ms ground,"'"'*

^hlch I-ftfee Said j*^ Jones ^7ife or said ' .L.Jon^ '̂̂ houia

........ I; I .

•-T"r-fr;:-r:

,i i: /

*>'Q i V V I

TO 2W r^ ^YD TO ^r<9ZZ> *A0 «aM premises, with their aappurtenances, unto ike said,.

„ _ :._:.\,.v fc/S anu u--¥signs Jorever.

I» Witness Whereof. hr,„„ 7„ j.*^ ji.a^.x *_,<jx9 Aia.y^ hereunto set

Done in presence of

7t y-\/j

Of Ok (fL SJjfi „...: c.j.-

hand and seal this...^^2</^..

Ct±±i^^Aj^^A. D., 18,J'

-Ln^.C..ij:^.::Ct2.:LL
Q~\K~.
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Vernon Hayhurst stands along his split-rail fence, which is still just as
sturdy as the day it was put in, over 100 years ago.

elebrates lOOt
By TED CARLSON

Of the Democrat-Hera Id

On April 24, 1871, Peter Skovo
Pouison, a Danish emigrant, pur
chased 160 acres of rich Jarm land
one mile west of what is presently
Haines.

This Friday, over 100years since
the land was bought; Vernon
.Hayhurst, the only grandson of
Pouison, and his wife, Leona, will be
at the State Fair in Salem to be
honored in a special program for
their Century Farm.

The Century Farm program, co-
sponsored by the Oregon Depart
ment of Agriculture and the Oregon
Historical Society, will be honoring
36 other new century farm owners
throughout the state, as well.

The Century Farm program was
started in 1958. It was held yearly
through 1960, then placed on a five
year basis.

This year it is being held as a
special ,feature of the Oregon
Historical Society's one hundredth
anniversary observance.

The Hayhurst farm is; the only
farm in Baker County this year to
meet the qualifications set by the
Department of Agriculture and the
Society for a Century Farm.

To qualify, the land must be
farmed continuously by the same
family for 100 years or more. The
family must also live on or actively
manage the farm and cannot rent
the land to an outside party.

Peter Skovo Pouison's story is an
interesting one.

He was born May 5, 1843, in
Denmark. As a young man he left his
native land and came to the United
States.

Upon reaching this country he
went west with a wagon train and
began work in a freighting
operation. His route stretched from
Umatilla Landing on the Columbia
River to mining camps in eastern
Oregon and in Silver City, Idaho.

As he passed through the Baker
Valley, his eye was caught by its fine
land, cottonwood trees, water, and
pasture.

So in 1868, at the age of 25, he gave
up his freighting business and
turned to ranch work in the valley.

After saving up his money,
Poiilsoh bbugnt 160 acres of sehoql
^rant land in 1871,
5In late 1872 he purchased 120 moreJ

acres and in 1876,he bought 40 more,
not an in the same location, bringing
the total up to 240 acres.

On this land, Pouison raised wild
hay, oats, barley, rye, cattle and
horses, which he shipped to Omaha,
Neb., by railway in the 1880's.

In the early 1880's he married, and
had seven children, three of whom
died in infancy or early in life.

Of the four surviving children,
Pearl, (Vernon's mother), Norris,
(destined to become a California
congressman and mayor of Los
Angeles), Ethyl and William, only
Norris is alive today.

The father, Peter Pouison, died in
Portland in 1928 and Vernon's
mother died in Haines in 1970.

In 1952 Vernon bought an ad
ditional 15 acres, for a total of 255
acres. This is the size of the
Hayhurst farm today.

After 100 years of farming, is the
land still in good shape today?

"You betcha," Vernon replies.
"It's getting better every year. I've
raised as good a crop of hay as
anyone," he notes.

Since the farm is so old, naturally
there are a good many antiques
lying around—like his split rails.

•<-' "I imagine we have a mile and
half of them now," Vernon says.

He adds that some fellows frqm
Reno "wanted to haul them down to
California," and sell them as an
tique items, but he wouldn't sell.

Even though the split rails are
over 100 years old, (in 1871 it was
necessary to have a fence and
certain improvements before the
land could be purchased) they are
still very strong and solid. "They
harden with age," notes Vernon.

Both he and his wife claim they
feel strong ties to their land.

"You just get this feeling about the
land;" Leona states. "You just want
to stay on the land. You worry about
what it will be like in the future.

"It means more than just money.
We could double our money and sub
divide," she says, "but I wouldn't do
it for a million dollars. I want to keep
it in the family."

One of their sons, Edward, a
captain in the Air Force, is buying
the land now (it is currently in
escrow) and will take it over in 1985.

"He's sentimental about it, too,"
Leona says.

"We don't know what his kids are
going to do, but we do know what he
plans on doing," says Vernon.

And that is to farm it, just like it
has been farmed for over the past
100 years.

A view of the Hayhurst farm taken in the I940ys.
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