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Yeyil Chasing Festival.

This festival ig also observed in Yoshida Jinja, Kyoto, in a
massha shrine of the Jinja, which is called Daigen-gu. This massha is
decicated to eight million kami of the celestial and terrestrial worlds.
The building is octagonal shaped.

This festival takes place at the tine of the Setsubun. The erowd
of people come to the shrine ana return the divine eharms which they
received the year before and receive new ones from the shrine. The old
charms are turned in the shrine grounds, and the erowd earries the ashes
home, so they will be free from illness, calamities and all uniortunate
things for the coming year.

A sessha of this shrine is dedicated to Ameno oshi kumo ne mikoto,
It is called Wake liiya yashiro. The Rei sai takes place April 18th.

4

£

essha called Kagura oka no yashiro is situated in the shrine
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premises. The Thunder God is enshrined here (Kami no kami) Also Oyama
sumi ard Taka Ckami no kmai ( lMountain and rain gods). On September
£3rd, the regular festival of this shrine igs held.
A massha Ima miya no yashiro is situated in the shrine premises.
Ona muchi, the Thunder god and Susano are enshrined here. Aug. 24th is
the festival date. This massha is highly revered and closely connected
with the main shrine.
A sessha, called Suga no Yashiro is gituated in shrine premises.
Susano and Inada hime are enshrined, also Kumato no kmami, Yachi mata hiko
and Yachi mata hime, making five in all. June 15th regular festival, carrid

ou? in considerakle siyle. A massha, Inari no yashiro, outside of
shrine promises, dedicated to Food Goddess, Saruda hiko and Ameno Uzumene.
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NHorito of Setsubun Sai.

iight aiter they start the sacred fire and turn the charms which

are issued in the preseding year, the “egi before the shrine of Daigen-

Yo~

gu, a massha of Yoshida Jinja, Kyoto, reads the following Norito:

"On this evening of this pleasant day, according to our time
honored gugtom , we notify the divine souls of all celestial and terrestial
kami, numbering in all eight million, that we wilk burn the charms
of the o0ld year and will issue new ones, and the people from many surroundimg

distriets gather around to ask the kami for protection for the following
year.

llay we ask the kami to listen to our prayers with an easy and happy
mind, while we thus reduce the old charms to ashes. If evil and violent
kami should appear, may we ask thee to scatier them away from this place
by the power of the flames from the burning chrams.

We ask thee also to Tless the imperial family, all officers who

serve in the ‘imperial court, as well as the common people and all things

g "

under the heavens in Japan. llay we be free from illness, particularly

from pestile nce, and may we spend and enjoy & happy life. We here with
fear and reverence address the kani."

After the reading of this norito the erowd struggle to try to get

the ashes of the turned cha:us to take to their homes.







1. Yoshida jinja. Kyoto. Kwanpel chusha.

Yoshida jin ja,
At Yoshida machi , Kyoto, Yamashiro province,

Kyoto prefectire.

Dedicated to:
Takemikazuchi-no kem#%, mikoto.
Iwainushi-no mikoto.
Ameno-koyane-no mikoto.

Hime-gami.

Short history of ghe shrine.
m . Ww : : 1 ) Q
Ihe shrine has—peen founded in the reign of the Emperor Seiwa
(858--875) by Fujiwara=-ason Yamakage, inviting those four deities
from the Kasuga shrine. (From the Okagami & the Teiohen-nenki).

By an Imperial ordinance in the reign of the Emperor Ichijo t&
d‘ f—m{—-
(98 6--101¢), the festlvak of the shrlne(ln t~e two seasons) ere fix-

ed to be con@ucte%:%1L the same rite as the Oharabo jinja.\(From
the Fusoryakki & the Nihonkiryaku/.

Yamakage, the founder of the shrine, invoked the deitjes and
bLCM G Muaﬁ, L4
sald that i _seome-one-pf-the- Pujtwarivfrﬁtly-wiil his own Fujiwara
oo &-bc«rw-t, MI&&UQ:{WU{"’{#F’“@WMw (7
family mey-—-hewve an Empress, the uhrln@fvigatbe entertained with @MILJJ5

government offerings. After this the Fujiwara family had Imperial

Consorts generation after generationAmany years; and the family
prospered very much. (From the Okagami).
In the First year of Yeiyen (987), a government festival was
fo? the first time held for the shrine. f?rom the Teiohen-nenki).
In thcj%fh year of Heiji (1871), the shrine has been enlisted =

as Kwanpei chusha.,







2. Yoshida jinja. Kyoto.

List of the festivals and explanationss
Jan. 1. Saiten sai.
d. Genshi sai.
Feb. 4. Setsubun sai.

On the 'day of Setsubun (Feb. 4th in this year-19<0), and on
the Setsubun Eve,(iﬁlheia\a great fesﬁival for the pestilence deitﬁ?/
At the festival a grea£ nunber of the peobbe throng from all direc-
tions, from the city and meiksR neighbouring provinces, and pray
to the deity for avoiding calamities or for getting amulets for
avoiding oestilence,g%f very bustling scene is witnesseé at the
mount.

The feétival is held at the Dajigen-gu which is the most import-
ant massha in which Eight million deitieé of Heaven and Earth, the
sun Goddess and Toyokedaijin at Ise, are enshrined here.

This shrine is of octagonal form and built in the Kamakura perio

period ( /'2‘—‘/3”‘76&7{&% )

The preparation and order of the festival is as follows.

Feb. 3. (1920). Setsubun-zenya sail, or the festival on the day
before setsubun (Feb. 4.).
Early in the morning the decoration of the shrine is prepared
by the priests of the shrine.
In front of the shrine is made Yeki-zuka, or the iiount of Pes-
tilence. The Yeki-zuka is composed of a tall octagonal pillar
entwined with Shimenawa; and the top of the pillar is covered

WA

with a octagonal wooden roof; over the roof large bundles of
ears of Susuki graas plant are erected at three places together

with the leaves of Sakaki tree; aroud the base of the pillar am







5. Yoshida jinja. Kyoto.
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are set with red buds of Hyakujikko (Lagerstramia indica), which
named red chop sticks, and sprays of sakaki tree, and then all
w

these things are inclosed with new straw mats into a octagonal
shape. The top of the pillar and the eave of the Shrine
is conbined with eight ropes of Shimenawa.
And then tables for offering tamagushi and food offerings,
purification pavilion, and all other preparations are to be
completed beforethe 4 oclock afternoon.

At 4 oclock p.m. the Guji inaugurates the festival by his
arrival at the place of the ceremony with his suites.
Next: The guji and others wash their hands in accordance with
the prescribed ritual.
Next; The Guji and others enter to the Purification pavilion
and observe the purificating rite.
Next: The Shuten purge the food offerings and other things.

is

Next;The chest containing amulets are carried into the shrine
from the back of the shrine.
Next: The pestilence deity is worshipped at the liddle gate whe
where a special platform for the worship is made.
Next: The food offerings are offered.
Next: The Negi teads the Norito praising the deity of the
pestilence.

Next: All the priests worship the deity together at once.

Next: The Guji and his suites proceed to the temporary pavilion

and take their seat
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Next: the Guji ascends to the sanctuary and open the door.

Next: The Negi and other priests offer the food offerings.

Next: The Guji reads the Norito.
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Yoshida jinja. Kyoto.
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Next: The Gujl and others stand up and leave here with a bow
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to the deity to proceed for Kagura-gokore and here they take

+

their seats and engage in the business to confer amulets as
wanted by the adherents or pray to the deitjyes on behalf of
the faithful applicants.

( From the evehing until the following night, at several

places bon-fire are burnt and many people bring here old

amulets and throw them into the octagonal stone furnace; and

offer some prayers or .ask for the amulets.)

Next: At 12 oclock in the night the food offerings are taken

Next: The door is closed.by the Negi.
After this all priests spent the whole night at the Kagura-

sho.,

4, Setsubun sai.
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barly in the morning the same shrine is derorated as
previous day.

Al the € oclock in the morning, the Guji and his suites enter
to the purification pavikion and observe the purification
rite just as in the preceding day.

Next: The Guji and other priests proceed to the Akusha

(the temporary pavilion) and take tHeir seats herein.

Next: The Guji ascends to the sanctuary and open the door;
and attends at the side of the door.

Next: The negi and other priests engage in the work to offer
the food offerings.

hext:.The Guji reads the Norito.

Next: The Guji offeress Tamagushl and worships the deities.







5. .Yoshida jinja. Kyoto.

Next: The Negi and other priests worship the deities.
Next: The Guji and others leave here for the Kagura-sho.
last
And here they give amulets to the applicants as in the fermer
day.
Next: At 7 A.l. the Negi and others engage in taking off the food
offerings

Next: The door 1s closed by the Negi.

On the same day (Feb. 4), at 10 oclock P.i., Kwaro-may%no matsuri,
or the festival in front of the octagonal stone furnace which
is at the side of the Tori-i, is held.

Before the ceremony begins, the furnace is filled with old
amulets and calamity avoiding figures (Yaku yoke ningyo), which
.were brought here and thrown into.the furnace by the people.
The Yeki-zuka, or the pestilence mount is destructed and also
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thown into the furnace.
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The ceremony begins with the 10 ockock p.m. At first
the-saered-sake-its-offered many small earthen vessels fillled
with sacred sake are offered at W% a high table QgCPQ in front
of' the furnace.

Next: A priest bring the sacred fire , taking it form the
light dedicated to the deitjes, and then with the fire he
burns the things in the furnace.

Next: A priestx reads the Norito of great purifécation.
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: The Negl reads a norito to send evil deities up to the-
Heaven
Thus all things in the furnace are burnt to the ash, and

when the festival ended the people make sruggle to catch the
on

earthen vessels a% the table before the furnace /
(aj‘aj(lm ﬁm/u, 7 ~>3 ’)’)‘ﬂa/u'f.z(" at- %WMO )







C. Yoshida jinja. Kyoto.
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Feb. 11. Kigensetsu sal.

i Kinen sal.
March. On the day of the Spring equinox. Shunki kworei sail.
(Yohal).
April. 3. Jimnu Tenno sai Yohail.

April.18. Reil sai.

June 350. Oho harai shiki.

July 30C. Meiji Tenno sail. Tohal,
Aug. S1. Tenchosetsu sal.

sept. ohuwki kworel sai. Yohail.
Oct. 17, Kan-name gsai. Yoliai.

Howv, Ni-iname sai.

Dec. 31. Oho Harai shiki.

- 1

Joya sai.

List of DedtivedB.eP-S8Esdiaix minor festivals.
J;n. 18. Sento-Gosho Shinnen sai , or New year festival.
Feb., 19. Kami kago matsuri, or Divine basket festival.
Feb. 25. Rei sai of the Tenman gu.

May 10 Reil sai of Sugarsha.

ilay 18. Sento-gosho Gochinza reil sai.

Aug. 1. Rei sai of the Imamiya.
Sep. 1. Rei sai of Shugakuin-rikyu.
i » Reisai of ﬁ%guraka—oka‘
" 28, Rei sai of the Inarisha.

Oct. 12.Rei sai of Imamiya sha.
" 15, Rei sai of Suga sha.
Nov. 14. Hitaki matsuri of the Imamiya%ha. Fire burning festival.
" Dete indefinite. Hitaki métsuri of the Inarﬁ&ha.
t

"Dec. 17. Reil sail of the Wakamiya sha.







« Yevil Chasing Festival.
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This fe
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tival is also obgdﬁﬁé& in Yoshidas Jinja, Kyoto, in a
massha shrine of the Jinja, which is called Daigen-gu. This massha 1is
decicated to eight méhlion kami of the celestial and te:restrial worlds.
The building is octagonal shaped.

"higs festival takes place at the ti.e of the Setsutun. The crowd
of people come to the shrine and return the divine charms which they
received the year before ani receive new ones from the shrine. The old
charms are turned in the shrine grounds, and the crowd carries the aches
home, so they will te free from illness, calamities and all uniortunate
things for the coming year.

A sessha of this shrine is dedicated to Ameno oshi kumo ne mikotoe
1% 1s eallei Wake Miya yashiro. The Rei sai takes place April 18%h,
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A sessha called Xagura oka no yashiro is situated in the shrine
'premi;es. The Thunder God is enshrined here (Kami no kami) aAlso Cyama
sumi a @ Taka Okami no kmai ( Mountain and rain gods). On September
23rd, the regular fegtival of this shrine is held.

A massha Ima miya no yashiro is aituatec in the shrine premises.
one muchi, the Thunder god and Susano are enshrined here. Aug. 24th is
the fesiivael date. This massha is highly revered and elosely connecied

with the main shrine.
Pyl Ry
r4n Ay
- 4 o 3 < - | O “ 'l 2 5l it 22
A sessha, ealled Suga mno Yashiro is sitnated in shrine premiges.

Susano and Inada hime are enshrined, also Kumato no xami, Yachi mata hiko

and Yachi mata hime, making Tive in all., June 16th regular festival, carrie
|

out in c¢onsiderable siyle. A massha, Inari no yashiro, outside of
ghrine premises, dedicated to Food Goddess, waruda hiko ané Ameno Uzumene.

m >
They are worshipped on S
y norshipped on Septembey 28th. \







Norite of Setsubun Sai.

iight arter they start the sacred fire and burn the charms which

|
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are issued in the preseding year, the “ogi tefore the ghrine of Daigen-

gu, a masgha of Yoshida Jinja, Kyoto, reads the following Norito:

"on this evening of this pleasant day, according to our time

P
honored Qﬁ%fom , Wwe notify the divine souls of all celestial and terrestial
kani, numbering in all eight million, that we hﬁfﬁ burnﬁgéthe charms
4
of the o0ld year and will issue new ones, and the people fwom many surroundimpg
districets gather around to ask the kami for protection for the following
years.

lay we ask the kami %o listen to our prayers with an easy and happy
mind, while we thus reduce the old charme to ashes. If evil and violent
kami should appear, may we ask thee to scatier them away from thie place
ty the power of the flames from the burning chraums.

We ask thee also to tless the imveriasl family, all officere who
serve in the iimperial court, ae well as the common people and all things
under the heavens in Japan. lay we be free from illness, particularly
from pestile nce, and may we spend and enjoy & happy life. We here with
fear and reverence address the kaui."

After the reading of this norito the crowd struggle to try to get
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the aghes of the burned charus to take to their homes.







Refs.=-="X0ji kon gen Vol 2,

Tsuina, somestimes Oni-Yarai.

Devil Chasing Festival.

Tsuina--Chasing all evils and
misfertunes away,

Cni--Devil.

Yarai--Chasing,

Originally this devil chas sing eeremony was observed as one of
the moet 1mpb§£&nt’festivals of the Imperial Court, and it took place on
the 30th of December., 4t bresent, it is not observed at the Court, but
at all the leading shrines, Though formerly observed on the last day of
the last month, it now takes place at Setsubun time, sometime in ﬁebruar

Formerly, at the lmperial Court, on the night of the last day of
the l1set month, an imperial officials read an address to the kami who
Judges direetion, that is Hoso shi no kami, at the SOuth hall of the
Palace. One certain official impersonated the devil, and a numbers of
other offiecials armed with Lowe made of peach twigs, and arrows nade of
reeds, chased after the devil, shooting at him with their arrows. &he
garden was illuminsted with nany la%terns. The last day of the lasgt month
being in the winter season, the timé was favoratle for all kindg of sick
nese on account of the dampness, and the devils always take ad#antage
of svch an opportunity to injure the people, so the fesiival wag obtserved

at thie time, in order to chase theu away,
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At the same time they dispell not only the devils, tut all evil
spirites which nmight come at this tire, bringing sickness and misfortune.
80 the year will be free from all these things.

The person representing the &eﬁil wears a filded mask with four
eyes. He wears a bluck upper garment ant red gskirt, This devil mask
has a %omt fearful expression., He carries a spear or halberd and a shield.
He is followed bty several young men called Varawa (followers of devil)
dressed in blaeck garments. There are twenty of these young men.

The devil with his followers used to go around and around the
palace garden, chased by the men with vows and arrows. It is said that
this festival origin.ted in the second year of Kei-un, (705). In that
year there was a gre:t pesiilence and this means was rescrted to, in order
to get rid of all devils and evil epirits.

While not observed at present in the Imperial Court, the same
procedure is gone through at the shrines when this festival takes place.
In addition, to chasing the devil around the grounds and some times out
into the surburde of the eity, they throw red besns after him, Often
obemrved the night tefore the coming of Spring. (Beans or mame mesns
heal&h and strength) Beans, leing suveh strong food, are considered the
stéaﬂéest thing to throw at the devil. 4Also it is believed that people
whg%éat them will te healthy and strong.

A" | The night before the Setsubun is called Toshi koshi, or passing
lover%thn year. On thie day the people place Holly leaves and heads of
gsaréines in the shrines snd in their doorwaye and openings of their houses.
This is supposed to chase away all evil spirits, because the Hokly leaves
are very priekly, and the devils would get stuck on them, and the heads

of sardines are put their as a warning as to waht would happen to them
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if they insistec on coming in. That is their heads would also Le cut off,
Towards evening, they take taked beans and spread them around the rooms.
The kami worshipped at this time is Toshi toku no kami, or kami who
brings everything good in the year.
4 Faeing toward the direction ol this kami, the one who spreads
the beans shouts,"gﬁod fortune, inside, and devils outside™, After :
chasing the devil away in this fashion, they all eat baked besns, taking
one more bean than the number of yeare they are old. This is called/
Yaku otoshi, or unlueky dropping away for the year. They also count
out baked beans to the number of their Jears, and wrap them in paper,
ahﬁ ﬁvt in a small amount of money. and give the package to the man who
callg around to colleect them. (Yaku harai--chasing off btad luck).
: Thie man goes around the stireets ehouting "Yeku harai-masho".
f“I will chase away bad lue?? hhen he is given the packages he E&JB
 "Yow Wwill enjoy long life because thc evil spirits now have teen chased
away“. In case one fails to find a Yaku harai man, he may ﬁhrow the
;pacﬁage in the street, at a erossing, and the four winds of heavén will
¢arry away the bad luek. | »
v A% prominent shrines they often employ a famouaéactor to come
to the shrine and apread the bDeans. On the sane day the people Wmite\f\
thair names and Lirth dates on the leaves of turnips, and sleep on themh\
and the following day they take the leaves to the river or running watpr r\
and throw them in, If this is tone for three consecutive years, one N
will Eh‘free or completely cured from Asthma. Sometimes dog tones :A{
are plécbd along with the Holly and sardine heads, t¢ help scare the

devils. These things are greatly feared by devils.
L, -
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