Inari Jinja.

Choja-no-sha-Matsuri. = 8th day, 8th Month

(Rich man's festival) A Massha,
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The Hata and other zigh‘familie§ﬁcome here to worship the
Kami and their ancestors. The descenaants of the Hata family come
every year to worship the kami in commemoration of their ancestors.

They offer divine food and divine sake and Heihaku and ask
the divine blessing on all their descendants, that they should prosper
like the branch of the Mulberry tree. If any crimes or sins shold be
committed or their bodies should become polluted, they should be

purified and pardoned.

The silk worm industry was under the supervision of the Hata
— LA lA 2 ‘L@_,L/lu
family from the #th to the 9th century, and they are one of the

richest and most important families in Japan.







Inari Jinja.

Shinko Sai, or Divine Sojourn.
2nd Horse Day of April. lasting 20 days.
1919--Apr. 24 to May 15th,
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On this day the Guji and other divine officials and also the Ujiko
are ready to the join the divine procession preceding and following
the divine car:

There are also a number of people carrying the divine treasures.
They go to the Otabisho, or place of temporary 80 journ, and remain there
twenty days, when they return to the main shrine in the same order in
which they left.

Before starting the Guji reads a norito. Heihaku is offered and
also divine food, The norito asks that the Kami accept these offerings
with an easy and happy mind, and that the procession as a whole should
be carried out without mishap or mistake.

When the Otabisho'iS'reached another norito is read and the Kami
is requested to remain at the place of sojourn for the twenty days.

In May just before the return the Guji reads a norito, informing
the Kami that the Go shintal is to be removed from the temporary shrine
and taken to the main shrine, Helhaku and divine food is offéred. The
return is made and just before the Shintai is returned a norito is read .
étating that everything has been carried out according to ancient custowm
and tradition and the divine sojourn has been completed without mishap.
and that the people of this iocality will enjoy happy days and nights
under the divine blessing of the Kani.






Inari Jinja. April 10th,

Gyoku-mei-sha.

An association whose members are specially interested in the Tea

Ceremonial, They come to make a special offering and ask the Guji to

observe the festival in their behalf,.
The Tea Ceremonial beganwin the reign of the Emperor Gohana-zono,

Since that time it has become an important part of national life, and
is enjoyed for the personal and mental training given its devotees.
The %?hnder of the tea ceremonial in this district was Yabu uqhi and
desceﬁdants of this family : geted . as instructors i the tea ceremonial
The descendants of this family have followed the teachings through many
generations, and accordingly on the day of this festival, they present
themselves before the Kami and offer tea prepared according to tea
ceremonial regulations, and request the Kami to taste it.

At the same time they ask the Kami to protect the Yabu uchi family
and thelir r:nk, and alsd pupils of the family who take an interest in
the Tea Ceremonial, and that this profession should be as well known

as the sweet fragrance of tea.

e






Inari Jinja.

| Ofuda=Large charm used as household God,

0 mamori=small charm to be carried on the person,

At the time these charms are prepared Shinto priests read a
Norito informing the Kami that they are going to prepare the charms
and requesting that a portion of the divine soul should lodge
in all charms eo prepared. That all persons who place 0 fudg in
their homes their families should be well protected, and all persons
who carry o mamori should be free from illness and mishappenings

while on the road.
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Inari Jinja.

Hitaki Matsuri, Nov. 8th.

-matsuri (winter Matsuri) or Fuigo=-matsuri,
il . o by, ( a fest. celebrated by blacksmiths

At Hon sha or Main shrine.
(fuigo=bellows)
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All divine officials come to the shrine at sundown and start
hitaki according to ancient custom. The Ujiko and other devotees of
the Kami calso come to the shrine and worship. Swords, spears and

halberds are distributed among the Ujiko

They move right and left and sing and dance to music, happy
before the Kami. The Kami are especially requested to protect the Imperlal
family, Imperial court, officers and also the Ujiko, those in particular
who started the divine fire. It is asked that the whole nation should
prosper like the branch of the Mulberry tree,

On the stand bef- re the kami divine food is placed, consisting of
rice, saki, and products of the mountains and the fields, and of the
rivers and the sea. Also Heihaku is offered.
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Nov_11th, at Tanaka-no-jinja, a Sessha outside shrine
premises,
This is the last hitaki that is observed., At sundown the divine

fire is started and the usual rites and ceremonies are observed,
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Inari Jinja,

Hi taki Matsuri, 5th to 11th November,
Wi=fire, taki=starting. fire or kindling)

This is a great festival, the Main shrine, sessha and Massha
all taking parﬁﬁa.ﬂﬁgéé bon-fires are started at the different shrines,

November 5th and 6th, at Fuji-o-no-sha ang Tama-yama-no-gha,

According to ancient custom after sun down divine fires are
started and Heihaky is offered.

The kami are requested to give their special divine blessing
the Emperor, who is the descendant of
tO/hinigi no-nfkoto the grandson of Amaterasu no mikani,to his descen-
dants and all Bmembers of the Imperial family, and all officials in the
Imperial Court and all people in the Empire, so that all may be under
the guidance ang protection of thege kami ,
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Nov. 10th.

Hi taki Matsuri is observed ath the Otabisho.
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