Festival of the Suwa jinja.

Upper shrine at Nakasu mura, Shimo-
suwa gun, Shinano province.

Lower shrine , at Simo-suwa cho, Shimo-
suwe gun, Shinano province.

Dedicated to Takeminakata-no kami and Yasakatome-no
ami
.{cif.'ll .

At upper shrine there are two sacred buildings:
Hongu and Zengu.

At lower shrine there are two sRrimex sacred
buildings: Akimiya and Haru-miya.

o
There are more than seventy sessha and mssha in this
shrinex, add and about ten thousand branch shrines
from this shrine are distributed over the whole em-
pire.

Jan.l-- Saitan sai.

Jan.1l-- Kawazugari-no jinji and Gosen-shiki at the Upper
shrine

This ceremony is held after the Saitan sai onthe
same day. At first axexipxREXRILBRRE < EateRed XXX
frogs are to be catched 1in the Mitarashigawa xix
river running in front of theer shrine, breaking

® ice. Those frogs ggught inthe river are shoot
on the froor of the sactuary by arrows, and then
the frogs are offered%ko the deity without taking
off the arrows from the bodies of frogs. Then
the chief priest , according®a secret divination
fix a chief in charge of the service of festi-
vals for this year/cuumurMZ/ﬂp' I

U
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N
Jan.15-- Ta-asobi-no jinji (or Dgyu—no jinji) at the Upper

shrine. Axmsiexizxpkayedx A music is played; and
Dancings mimicking the sowing, the farming, and

planting of rice plants on the paddy field, are
performed in front of the deity.

Jan.16-- Tsutsu-gayu-no jinji at the lower shrine.
*Aaggﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁgé?%%éé%ﬁég honoured ritual the divina-
tion is performed by the gruel in tubes.

By this divination the crops of cereals,and vege~
tables for the year are to be augured.

Feb.1-- Senza sai at the lower shrine. At this festival
\the august deity x removes from Akimiya to Harumiy%)
1gbcordg§g2Lg§§ﬁe time honored ritual

Feb.17-- Kinen sai at the upper shrine.

Feb.18-- Kinen sai at h the lower shrine.

Feb. 28-- Node-no jinji. The ceremony for the beginning of
shooting of the year. At upper shrine.

April 15-- Rel sal of the upper shrine. This festival is
also called Goto sai which literary means the
festival of august heads. The time honoured
MikosHii procession 1is observed. Averrs
In ancient time seventy five heads of deeF/and wid

ARy
wild boars were offered before the deity; and ¥akm
Yabusame was performed. It is believed that this
festival was originally intended to informe the
REEXXX the deity the result of huntin%; bat 1t is

AN
now only the trace of the ancient in &f a mere

form.
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June 30-- Tauye-no jinji At the lower shrine.

Same as the Ta-asobi-no jinjim of the Lower shrine,
on the 15th January.

August 1-- Rei sai of the Lower shrine. This festival is
also called Ofune-matsuri which means the festi-
val of boat. The most conspicuos observnce in
this festival is that procession of a boat made
of green leaves , from the Haru-miya to the
Aki-miya, about half a mile distance. On the

boat goupkExxfvekdxxENERxXEARxandxweman figures
of & h 0ld man and woman are madexbsded boarded.
wdande
This couple of figures are believed as the deity
and é%?ﬁﬁgég removing theg seat of residence

J;’ from the Haru miya to the Akl miya. Ink the

procession , the boat is drawn by a great number

of people.

The wrestling is also performed on thés day

August 27-- Gosha-yama sal at the upper and lpwer shrines.
At the foot of a2 mount cadled Hachigadaké\on the
East three miles from the upper shrine, is Xszaky
located Goshayama shrine. In ancient time the
place was a wildermess of about four miles
square. The place seems to have been commemor=
ated as a place of hunting ofx the deity at the
upper shrine. Various festivals will take place
at temporary thatched house of the small size
during three days from 26 th to 28th.

Another Goshayama shrine belonging to the lower
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shrine also situates on Northern east about two -milts—
miles from the lower shrine And ximk similar festival
is observed.

Nov. 23-- Ni-i-name sai at the upper shrine.

Nov. 24-- Ni-i-name sai at the lower shrine.

Shikinen-= > sal Or the August Pillar festival.

This festival will be held im every seventh year, that
is, in kxe the year of Tiger and Monkey)on the day of
Tiger or manx lonkey in liay of those years.
@\i%jézgj_sﬁkeib/ £ (rar) ) :
This yea%;TE the year of monke%?/gb his festival will
be held on the day of lionkey in liay. And the next
festival will take place on the day of Tiger in May
of the year 1926 which will fall on the year of Tiger
in Zodiacal circulation.

In the reign of the RE Emperor Kwanmu(781-805),

the shrpine n/
it was ordered to rebuild/newly on the expediture of
the whole country of Shinano once in seven years
It 1s said that this festival is originated in thes
ancient custom.

It is the most important feast of this festival
to erect a gigantic pillar measuring more than fifty
feet in height at the four corners of each sacred
building. As effect of this,altogether 16 pillafs ae

are to be erected in this festival
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Those pillars to be erected at the four corners

of the two saceed buildings of the upper shrines are

taken from the wood at the foot of the mount Yatsuga=~
dake. The work transporting those timbers to the b4 ]
spot of erection are in charge of eighteen villaged
Another 8 pillars for the Lower shrine are taken from
a wood at Higashimata and are carried by two towns and
four villages.

In ancient time, when the year of rebuilding the
shrine ék@e round, the governor of this country was in
charge of the work of faith, During the year the
people was so frugal that they did not buili;their
own houses orp not to export timbers to other country
and even dropped matromonial ceremony.

Heving such history , this festival is very famo§i4
in the country.

From the Album of the Suwa jinja with the

history and abrigged descriptions of the
festivald published from the shrine.
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More information.about the Pillar festival:
He_
When gutting out those pillaréw?rder to cut

one after another is fixed by the divination and =

Ao/~
earried by the same order; but if once the started

they make race akx to go over the other. And sRxE

aC
often severe qurels ensugﬁ. They wear uniforms
Z

and carrézéxsticks of/¥<feet long.

Several days are spent for carrying thesex pillarse

o
( From the remark by my friend came
from Suwa where the shrine is locatei/)
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