
 



    

April 22, 1941 

Mrs. Kermit Roosevelt 
730 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

In the absence of President Ballard who has been 
away from the office for several weeks because of 1inses, 
I am acknowledging your letter of April 9. , 

Fu iv 

On behalf of President Ballard, 1 on scopting to 
invitation to become a member of the Nat ona) So Lites 

Very truly yours, 

F. A. Gilfillan, Chairman 
Administrative Council 

"1-4 2807171   

 



730 Fifth Avenue 

April 9, 1941 

Dear President Ballard: 

Young men and women in America are feeling 
a deep and understanding sympathy for the suffering 
in England today, YOUNG AMERICA WANTS TO HELP is the 
division of the British War Relief Society, Incorpor- 
ated, dealing with schools and colleges, enabling the 
youth of America to express this sympathy in concrete 
form by sending to Great Britain those things most 
needed for civilian relief. 

In addition to our sponsors, we have a 
special college committee of five: John Stewart 
Bryan, William and Mary; Harold W. Dodds, Princeton; 

Rufus C. Harris, Tulane; Charles Seymour, Yale; and 

Roy Lyman Wilbur, Stanford, These men are keenly 
interested in the formation of college groups. 

Will you, too, prove your interest in this 
vital work by becoming one of the National Committee 
of College Presidents which is now being formed? Your 
name and support will be invaluable to us, and will 
involve no obligation on your part beyond indicating 
your approval of our objectives. 

Our purpose is to act as a central clearing 
house and coordinate the effcrts of schools, colleges,  



730 Fifth Avenue 

and groups of young people. On hearing from you I 
will have a member of the state committee confer with 
you, or whomever you may designate, in order to work 

out the most satisfactory method of raising funds, 

I shall be most grateful for your co- 
operation and advice. 

Sincerely yours, 

i A & : Tr 

Tae feont : 

P.S. Would you please telegraph or send an answer 
by air mail, as I am most anxious to get this 
committee together promptly. 
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people along technical lines. IV was pointed out WJ 

technical skills now required couid be provided, 

to colleges and universities, sincs conditions change 80 

relationship between supply and demand cannot be maintained, It was suggested, 

however, that 211 students be urged to take one or more courses, perhaps on an 

extra-curricular basis, which will be of value in national defense. 

This demand for trained personnel places a heavy responsibility upon 

colleges and universities to improve the guidance of students. Such guidance  



Pa] 
Abdu sd »] ] 

=
 of 
 



sourse in factory and plant protection which might be duplicated by other 

technicel institutions.) Similar co for the same purpose should 

be held with locel officials of the United Service Organizations in defense 

communiti-s and with camp commsndere. There will be many opportunities for 

service, but local needs will determine the degree of participation. 

Meny times throughout the conference, the need of building and maintaining 

morele was emphesized. Concrete suggestions included: (1) reorientation of 

social studies to face present problems ("We have tended to teach from the 

safe distance of historicel past or predicted future, rather than from the 

living present."); (2) greater emphasis upon the responsibility of civilians 

for voluntery service and self-discipline; and (3) the eateblishment of forums 

among students and in the college communities to discuss current issues 

pertaining to democracy and the world scene. 

The educational representatives urg rovernmentel agencies (1) to maintain 

2 high degree of flexibility ir any national program (such as the Civilian 

Pilot Training activities) so that they may be adapted as far as possible to 

local institutions, and (2) to utilize all available personnel without regard 

to race, color, nation of birth, creed, or sex. 

Raymond Walters, president of the University of Cincinnati, presented 

the results of a questionnaire survey regarding estimsted enrollment during 

the next academic year. Four hundred eixty-nine approved colleges and univer- 

sities responded, and 419 offered date on estimated numbers of new freshmen. 

More then one-half the institutions expected a smaller total enrollment, with 

estimates of the decrease varying widely. Less than one-third expected fewer 

freshmen. The summary of Dr. Walters' data is as follows:  
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND DEFENSE 
Sponsored by AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION and NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

744 Jackson Place, Northwest 1201 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 

Washington, D. C. 

W 

i 
January & eee 

To the Presidents of 

Colleges and Universities: 

The National Conference of College and University Presidents on Higher 

Education and the War, meeting in Baltimore, Maryland, on Saturday and Sunday, 

January 3 and 4, 1942, at the call of the National Committee on Education and 

Defense and the United States Office of Education, attracted the largest number 

of American college and university presidents ever to assemble in one place at 

one time. There were approximately 1,000 registered. They came from 46 states, 

one from Canada, and one from Puerto Rico. 

The general sessions addressed by governmental and other leaders filled 

the large ballroom of the hotel to capacity. The ten conference sections were 

characterized by lively discussions of tentative resolutions which had been pre- 

pared in advance by the Committee on Military Affairs of the National Committee on 

Education and Defense, and the Divisional Committee on Higher Education of the 

United States Office of Education Wartime Commission. 

The Resolutions discussed in the 10 section groups, revised by the Com=- 

mittee on Resolutions, and adopted by the Conference as a whole, are addressed 

directly to problems that press you for solution. We therefore decided to send 

these 16 resolutions to every college and university president in the United States 

immediately following the Conference. Attached are two copies for your use. 

The printed proceedings of the Conference, including all addresses to 

the general sessions, will be issued as soon as possible and two copies sent free to 

each person who registered at the Conference. The registration fee covers that 

item. The proceedings will then be on sale at the offices of the American Council 

on Education, 744 Jackson Place, Washington, D. Ce. at a price of not more than 

$1.00 each. 

We bespeak careful study of these resolutions by you and your colleagues. 

They are meant to be helpful to you. College and university administrators formu- 

lated them, college and university administrators approved theme. The resolutions 

will give to you and your institutional colleagues, we hope, a sense of companion- 

ship with all those in other institutions and in the federal government who are 

now working upon the problems that war brings to the campus. 

For the National Committee on Education and Defense 

Co=Chairmen 

Willard E. Givens 

Executive Secretary, National Education Association 

George F. Zook 

President, American Council on Education 

For the United States Office of Education 

John W. Studebaker 

Commissioner  
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RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following resolutions and recommendations, presented to the National Conference of 

College and University Presidents on Higher Education and the War by the Committee on Res- 

olutions, were adopted and approved at the afternoon session on Sunday, January 4, 1942. A 

preliminary draft of the resolutions had been approved before the conference by the Committee 

on Military Affairs of the National Committee on Education and Defense and the Divisional Com- 

mittee on Higher Education of the United States Office of Education Wartime Commission. 

The members of the Committee on Resolutions for the conference and the sectional meetings 

over which they presided for discussion of these resolutions and recommendations were: 

Edward C. Elliott, President, Purdue University; Chairman 

Donald J. Cowling, President, Carleton College; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Coeducational Colleges with Enrollment of 600 or More. 

Edmund E. Day, President, Cornell University; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Privately Controlled Universities. 

Fred Engelhardt, President, University of New Hampshire; Chairman, 

Sectional Meeting of Publicly Controlled Universities. 

James M. Ewing, President, Copiah-Lincoln Junior College; Chairman 

Sectional Meeting of Publicly Controlled Junior Colleges. 

Meta Glass, President, Sweet Briar College; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Women in College. 

Henry T. Heald, President, Illinois Institute of Technology; Chairman, 

Sectional Meeting of Technical and Professional Institutions. 

Charles W. Hunt, Principal, New York State Normal School, Oneonta; Chairman, 

Sectional Meeting of Teachers Colleges. 

Tully C. Knoles, President, College of the Pacific; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Coeducational Colleges with Enrollment under 600. 

William Mather Lewis, President, Lafayette College; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Colleges for Men. 

James C. Miller, President, Christian College; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Privately Controlled Junior Colleges.  



Preamble 

In the present supreme national crisis we pledge to the President of tiie United States, Com- 

mander-in-Chief of our nation, the total strength of our colleges and universities—our faculties, 

our students, our administrative organizations, and our physical facilities. The institutions of 

higher education of the United States are organized for action, and they offer their united power 

for decisive military victory, and for the ultimate and even more difficult task of establishing a 

just and lasting peace. 

All the needs to win a total war cannot be accurately defined now. Nor can total present and 

future resources of trained man power be fully appraised. New areas of need and of potential 

service will develop as the months pass. We pledge our unstinted effort to meet these needs as 

they arise. 

For the immediate and more effective prosecution of our varied tasks in the service of the 

nation, the National Conference of College and University Presidents proposes the following 

resolutions and makes the following recommendations: 

A. Allocation of Total Man Power 
  

The surest and quickest route to victory is the full, energetic, and planned use of all our re- 

sources and materials. Where shortages may develop, both efficiency and the principles of 

equality require that the government take steps in advance to allocate resources to meet total 

needs, with a fair distribution of sacrifice. This is at present being done with material such as 

rubber, aluminum, and tin. It is clear that productive man power is also an area in which criti- 

cal shortages are already evident. Therefore, it is recommended that: 

Institutions of higher education cooperate to the fullest extent with the 
National Resources Planning Board and other federal agencies respon- 
sible for surveys (a) to determine the immediate needs of man power 
and woman power for the essential branches of national service -—mili- 
tary, industrial, and civilian, () to determine the available facilities 
of colleges and universities to prepare students to meet these needs, 
and (c) to appraise the ultimate needs in professional personnel for 
long-term conflict and for the post-war period, in order that a con- 
tinuous and adequate supply of men and women trained in technical and 

I-44 Z90F3 
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professional skills and in leadership to meet both immediate and long- 
range needs shall be maintained, 

There be brought to the attention of the President the necessity of issu- & 

ing a statement of national policy which will avoid competitive bidding 
for faculty and students by government agencies and by industry and 
will conserve adequate personnel on all levels of education to assure 
the effective instruction of youth and adults, in order to provide a con- 
tinuous supply of trained men and women; 

The United States Office of Education Wartime Commission be request- 
ed to study and develop appropriate plans for the solution of the prob- 
lems of (a) how to meet the teacher shortage in elementary and second- 
ary schools and the shortage of workers for community programs, and 
(b) how to supplement the training of present and potentially available 
teachers and other workers for new and changing responsibilities; 

The United States Office of Education Wartime Commission offer its 
services for cooperation with the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Executive Committee of the Association of Land-Grant Colleges 

and Universities, and the Conference of Negro Land-Grant Colleges to 
assure an adequate supply of county agents, 4-H club leaders, home 
demonstration agents, and other leaders in rural life. 

B. Acceleration of Educational Programs 
  

It is important to retain as far as practicable a degree of uniformity among colleges and uni- 

versities in such matters as calendar changes and credits, while making adjustments in the in-  ] 

terests of acceleration. Recognizing the increasing demand for men and women trained in tech- 

nical skills and in professions essential to total war and the consequent need for preparing them 

for such service at the earliest possible time, and further recognizing that basic education 

should be completed prior to induction through Selective Service at the age of 20, we recommend 

that: 

All institutions of higher education give immediate consideration to 
ways and means for accelerating the progress of students through such 
extension of the annual period of instruction and such adjustments of 
curricula as may be consistent with national needs and with educational 
standards, and as may be possible with available resources. 

Desirable acceleration of programs of higher education should be ac- 
complished without lowering of established standards of admission to 
college. 

An immediate study be made by the National Committee on Education and 
Defense and the United States Office of Education Wartime Commission 
of desirable articulation in the academic calendars of the secondary 
schools and the colleges to facilitate acceleration of total educational 
progress. 3 

*Unanimously approved by the Resolutions Committee; inadvertently omitted from the final re- 

port to the conference. 

   



The preliminary evidence indicates the possible need of financial assistance to higher edu- 

Ww cational institutions and to students in order to carry out comprehensive accelerated programs 

  

of study. Il is therefore recommended that: 

8. An immediate study be made by the National Committee on Education 
and Defense and the United States Office of Education Wartime Com- 

mission as to the needs for and bases of federal financial assistance to 

higher education (including junior colleges), for the duration of the 
emergency, in order that the training of students for national service 
may be accelerated. 

C. Exchange of Information 
  

Since it is of primary importance that there be the fullest possible clearance of information 

concerning proposals and practices relating to institutional adjustments during the war emer- 

gency, it is recommended that: 

9. The National Committee on Education and Defense and the United States 
Office of Education Wartime Commission be requested to assemble and 
publish accounts of changes made by educational institutions in the in- 
terest of war service. 

  

D. Credit for Military Service 
  

In recognizing the significance of military service, some colleges and universities are adopt- 

ing a policy of granting credit to students who leave college to serve with the armed forces. In 

order to establish some degree of uniformity of practice, it is recommended that: 

10. Credit be awarded only to individuals, upon the completion of their 
service, who shall apply to the institution for this credit and who shall 
meet such tests as the institution may prescribe. In cases in which 
degrees are of distinct advantage to students in the service, it is recog- 
nized that some departure from this practice, on an individual basis, 
may be justified. 

E. Health 

Individual health is essential to national efficiency and to maximum war effort. Almost one 

million young men have been rejected for military service because of inability to meet minimum 

military standards of physical fitness. Therefore, it is recommended that: 

  

11. All colleges and universities take such steps as will be necessary to 
bring each individual student to his highest possible level of physical 
fitness. 

: ! ' . 
\ ; A Na . . & / 

[-d¥ 28017 Lr bo ais de  



F. Military Service 
» 

The experiences of the United States in the last world war, 

  

and of England in the early months 

The wartime health needs of our armed forces and of our civilian population and the inevitable 
post-war strains upon physical and mental health make it necessary to assure an ample number 
of adequately prepared candidates for admission to medical and dental schools. Therefore, be & 
it resolved that: : 

13. 

The Selective Service 
f 

and the contribution 
of religion to the civilian morale of the nation, make desirable the maintenance of an adequate 
supply of candidates for the priesthood and the ministry. Therefore it is recommended that: 

The Selective Service System be requested to make provision for the deferment of bona fide pretheological students in colleges or universi- ties who have been approved by their appropriate ecclesiastical authori- 

undergraduate students. Therefore, it is recommended that:  
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RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following resolutions and recommendations, presented to the National Conference of 
College and University Presidents on Higher Education and the War by the Committee on Res- 
olutions, were adopted and approved at the afternoon session on Sunday, January 4, 1942. A 
preliminary draft of the resolutions had been approved before the conference by the Committee 
on Military Affairs of the National Committee on Education and Defense and the Divisional Com- 
mittee on Higher Education of the United States Office of Education Wartime Commission. 

The members of the Committee on Resolutions for the conference and the sectional meetings 
over which they presided for discussion of these resolutions and recommendations were: 

Edward C. Elliott, President, Purdue University; Chairman 

Donald J. Cowling, President, Carleton College; Chairman, Sectional 
Meeting of Coeducational Colleges with Enrollment of 600 or More. 

Edmund E. Day, President, Cornell University; Chairman, Sectional 
Meeting of Privately Controlled Universities. 

Fred Engelhardt, President, University of New Hampshire; Chairman, 
Sectional Meeting of Publicly Controlled Universities. 

James M. Ewing, President, Copiah-Lincoln Junior College; Chairman 
Sectional Meeting of Publicly Controlled Junior Colleges. 

Meta Glass, President, Sweet Briar College; Chairman, Sectional 
Meeting of Women in College. 

Henry T. Heald, President, Illinois Institute of Technology; Chairman, 
Sectional Meeting of Technical and Professional Institutions. 

Charles W. Hunt, Principal, New York State Normal School, Oneonta; Chairman, 
Sectional Meeting of Teachers Colleges. 

Tully C. Knoles, President, College of the Pacific; Chairman, Sectional 
Meeting of Coeducational Colleges with Enrollment under 600. 

William Mather Lewis, President, Lafayette College; Chairman, Sectional 

Meeting of Colleges for Men. 

James C. Miller, President, Christian College; Chairman, Sectional 
Meeting of Privately Controlled Junior Colleges.  



Preamble 

In the present supreme national crisis we pledge to the President of the United States, Com- 

mander-in-Chief of our nation, the total strength of our colleges and universities—our faculties, 

our students, our administrative organizations, and our physical facilities. The institutions of 

higher education of the United States are organized for action, and they offer their united power 

for decisive military victory, and for the ultimate and even more difficult task of establishing a 

just and lasting peace. 

All the needs to win a total war cannot be accurately defined now. Nor can total present and 

future resources of trained man power be fully appraised. New areas of need and of potential 

service will develop as the months pass. We pledge our unstinted effort to meet these needs as 

they arise. 

For the immediate and more effective prosecution of our varied tasks in the service of the 

nation, the National Conference of College and University Presidents proposes the following 

resolutions and makes the following recommendations: 

A. Allocation of Total Man Power 
  

The surest and quickest route to victory is the full, energetic, and planned use of all our re- 

sources and materials. Where shortages may develop, both efficiency and the principles of 

equality require that the government take steps in advance to allocate resources to meet total 

needs, with a fair distribution of sacrifice. This is at present being done with material such as 

rubber, aluminum, and tin. It is clear that productive man power is also an area in which criti- 

cal shortages are already evident. Therefore, it is recommended that: 

Institutions of higher education cooperate to the fullest extent with the 
National Resources Planning Board and other federal agencies respon- 
sible for surveys (a) to determine the immediate needs of man power 
and woman power for the essential branches of national service -—mili- 
tary, industrial, and civilian, (b) to determine the available facilities 
of colleges and universities to prepare students to meet these needs, 
and (c) to appraise the ultimate needs in professional personnel for 
long-term conflict and for the post-war period, in order that a con- 
tinuous and adequate supply of men and women trained in technical and  



professional skills and in leadership to meet both immediate and long- 
range needs shall be maintained; 

There be brought to the attention of the President the necessity of issu- ) 
ing a statement of national policy which will avoid competitive bidding 
for faculty and students by government agencies and by industry and 
will conserve adequate personnel on all levels of education to assure 
the effective instruction of youth and adults, in order to provide a con- 
tinuous supply of trained men and women; 

The United States Office of Education Wartime Commission be request- 
ed to study and develop appropriate plans for the solution of the prob- 
lems of (a) how to meet the teacher shortage in elementary and second- 
ary schools and the shortage of workers for community programs, and 
(b) how to supplement the training of present and potentially available 
teachers and other workers for new and changing responsibilities; 

The United States Office of Education Wartime Commission offer its 
services for cooperation with the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Executive Committee of the Association of Land-Grant Colleges 

and Universities, and the Conference of Negro Land-Grant Colleges to 
assure an adequate supply of county agents, 4-H club leaders, home 
demonstration agents, and other leaders in rural life. 

B. Acceleration of Educational Programs 
  

It is important to retain as far as practicable a degree of uniformity among colleges and uni- 

versities in such matters as calendar changes and credits, while making adjustments in the in- w 

terests of acceleration. Recognizing the increasing demand for men and women trained in tech- 

nical skills and in professions essential to total war and the consequent need for preparing them 

for such service at the earliest possible time, and further recognizing that basic education 

should be completed prior to induction through Selective Service at the age of 20, we recommend 

that: 

All institutions of higher education give immediate consideration to 
ways and means for accelerating the progress of students through such 

extension of the annual period of instruction and such adjustments of 
curricula as may be consistent with national needs and with educational 
standards, and as may be possible with available resources. 

Desirable acceleration of programs of higher education should be ac- 
complished without lowering of established standards of admission to 
college. 

An immediate study be made by the National Committee on Education and 
Defense and the United States Office of Education Wartime Commission 
of desirable articulation in the academic calendars of the secondary 
schools and the colleges to facilitate acceleration of total educational 
progress. é 

*Unanimously approved by the Resolutions Committee; inadvertently omitted from the final re- 

port to the conference. 

   



The preliminary evidence indicates the possible need of financial assistance to higher edu- 

cational institutions and to students in order to carry out comprehensive accelerated programs 

of study. It is therefore recommended that: 

8. An immediate study be made by the National Committee on Education 
and Defense and the United States Office of Education Wartime Com- 
mission as to the needs for and bases of federal financial assistance to 
higher education (including junior colleges), for the duration of the 
emergency, in order that the training of students for national service 
may be accelerated. 

C. Exchange of Information 
  

Since it is of primary importance that there be the fullest possible clearance of inforiration 

concerning proposals and practices relating to institutional adjustments during the war emer- 

gency, it is recommended that: 

9. The National Committee on Education and Defense and the United States 

Office of Education Wartime Commission be requested to assemble and 
publish accounts of changes made by educational institutions in the in- 
terest of war service. 

D. Credit for Military Service 
  

In recognizing the significance of military service, some colleges and universities are adopt- 

ing a policy of granting credit to students who leave college to serve with the armed forces. In 

order to establish some degree of uniformity of practice, it is recommended that: 

10. Credit be awarded only to individuals, upon the completion of their 

service, who shall apply to the institution for this credit and who shall 
meet such tests as the institution may prescribe. In cases in which 
degrees are of distinct advantage to students in the service, it is recog- 
nized that some departure from this practice, on an individual basis, 
may be justified. 

E. Health 

Individual health is essential to national efficiency and to maximum war effort. Almost one 

million young men have been rejected for military service because of inability to meet minimum 

military standards of physical fitness. Therefore, it is recommended that: 

11. All colleges and universities take such steps as will be necessary to 
bring each individual student to his highest possible level of physical 
fitness.  



F. Military Service &@ 
  

The experiences of the United States in the last world war, and of England in the early months 

of the present conflict, offer abundant evidence that volunteer enlistment for military service is 

a threat to the total allocation of man power for its most effective utilization. In their eagerness 

to serve the nation, many of our most capable youth enter the armed forces despite the fact that 

they may now be serving or preparing to serve the nation in ways even more vital to total war 

and more in keeping with their training and ability. Therefore the Conference records its belief 

that: 

The general application of the principle of selective service promises 
the most effective means for the placement of the individual in accord- 
ance with his capacity to serve national needs and with the least dis- 
turbance of basic social institutions. 

The wartime health needs of our armed forces and of our civilian population and the inevitable 

post-war strains upon physical and mental health make it necessary to assure an ample number 

of adequately prepared candidates for admission to medical and dental schools. Therefore, be 

it resolved that: @ 

13. The Selective Service System be requested to make adequate provisions 
for the deferment of bona fide premedical students in colleges whose 
tentative admission to an approved medical school has already been as- 
sured on the bases of the completion of not less than two years of college. 

The Selective Service System be requested to make similar provisions 
for the deferment of bona fide predental students in colleges whose tenta- 
tive admission to an approved dental school has already been assured 
on the basis of the completion of not less than two years of college. 

The demand for trained and experienced chaplains in the armed forces, and the contribution 

of religion to the civilian morale of the nation, make desirable the maintenance of an adequate 

supply of candidates for the priesthood and the ministry. Therefore it is recommended that: 

15. The Selective Service System be requested to make provision for the 
deferment of bona fide pretheological students in colleges or universi- 
ties who have been approved by their appropriate ecclesiastical authori- 
ty. 

  

The increasing demand for highly trained men requires that selected students be permitted 

to continue their graduate study in such fields as are now or may be covered by directives for & 

undergraduate students. Therefore, it is recommended that:  



The Selective Service System be urged to issue a directive calling at- 
tention of state directors and local selective service boards to this need 
and the consequent necessity of providing occupational deferment for 
selected individuals pursuing graduate work. 

 


