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WATER ARRAS

Topographiecally this region of once the greatest waterfowl concentra-
tion in the Pagific Northwest is best defined by including the deltas of the
Willemette, the Lewis, the Kalams, and the Cowlits rivers at their confluence with
the Columbia, perhaps fifty miles up and down the latter stream - from Portland
to Longview. On the Washington side, below Vancouver, are five or six lakes of
considerable sise and numerous sloughs., On the Orogon side are the lakes between
Portland and the main chamnel of the Willamette, snd the many lakes snd sloughs
of Sauvies Island, which extends down to 8%, Helens, There are also the ponds
mmmummmmmmﬂmmefmwcmm.
Below and sbove the district as tims defined the channel of the Columbia is more
restricted by highlands,

The water areas themselves are variable in size, shrinking back from
shore lines in late summer but only the smaller ponds going entirely dry. All are
comparatively shallow., They are at thedr highest normal stage at the time of the
mm concentration of the waterfowl, Few are entirely stagnant except at their
lowest stage. '

CORDITIORS

The distriet of the lower Columbia, from Portland to the sea, has
suffered more depreciation in its waterfowl resources than any other ares of the
Pacific Northwest whers species of ducks and gdese were wont to concentrate in
migration or nest in season. ms'mmm,mmamo:m
river's flood plain once grew luxuriant with food plants for waterfowl and teemed
with ducks and geese in migrations, is & matter of record in writings and mach
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ms&mmmumamo:mmwm

But the earlier settlements and growth of cities were in this stretch
of some ninety miles of valley and channel, and the encroachments of agriculiure
and river traffic mensced all wildlife from the first. Them came the markes
hunter, with laterests and methods comparsble %o the plainsmen who slew the
buffalo. umm!}mmmwmmanmmnmmramw
any limit, and had his plcture taken to prove it.

To further affront and eppall the harrassed waterfowl, certain
naturalists, sportsmen, or perhape just sordid commercial interests - we have
mtmmummmuuw~ummmmnum
uMummmmumm. ¥rom that day, several decades ago,
was sealed the doom of food-producing water plants and marsh plants on lands
subject to annual or evem occasional overflow. Remmants of a growth of the
Spatterdock (Hymphse polysepala) are about all that remsin in the otherwise
mntenhntmtmm&ozuromﬂmtnfomwuhtwm
zbundant,

By reascn of the memace of overflow at times, the agricultural lands
of this district may be classed as mainly submarginal, particularly so above
8%, Helens, vhere the Wultnomsh channel of the ¥{llamette River enters the
Columbia, Permanent improvements and cropping are therefore confinmed to the
higher areas, while the lower lsads are given over to graszing - very much over-
done. As a result vegetation which might furnish subsistence to waterfowl is
close eropped to the shore line - by cattle on the one side and by carp on the
other, and, believe it or not, with some overlapping.

In some regions of waterfowl concentrationm agricultural practice
compensates for reduction in the natursl subsistence for wildiife by wnwitting-
ly providing grain fields, rice swamps, meadows, and stubble, im which the birds
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mey feod, In the lower Columbiza country thers has been little of this helpful
provision, except in the Scappoose drainege distriet where dike snd diteh, though
reducing the permanent bodies of water, have multiplied the graim fields. Deer
Islend, & few miles below St. Helems, has also contributed to waterfowl subsistence
and security through ite present plsm of ranch manegement.

IWPROVEMERT

Any plan to improve the waterfowl situation in the lower Columbia dis-
trict will have to teke the carp into account., Agricultural practice may be
varied as desired to furnish an increased food supply for the birds, For, after
all, if we want ducks and field recreation we may huve these things instead of
mhﬁM&t,bom.m&wumtmmommwm It seems to be &
matier of cholce - no longer one of relisnce on & bountiful mature for both, But,
ummrmmmmmmmnotmomwama,
we must reduce the competitors for food, or the predators, or both; so with the
ducks it will be necessary to wrest from the carp, as far as is practicable, the
natursl feeding waters the birds once enjoyed.

Diking the lands of the lower Columbia flats to prevent reinfestsation
of lakes and ponds by carp does not appear to be practicable on & large scale
because of the occasiomal high flood stages of the rise in the river. In re-
stricted areas, however, the plan is entirely practicable, with no great cost of
mawmksmmmmmmammmmutmim, and trape
ping these fish in bsited enclosures of the larger ponds and lakes will ma-
terially reduce the carp infestation,

uuwmfmmm“m@umwmmmww
reot cultivetion, it is osrtain that shore-land plants which will produce sube
sistence for ducks in seed, root, or stem are worthy of trial, especially if the
cultivated ereas will normally be submerged at the coming of the fall rains,
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fnd the possibilities of duck-food production under comditicas of eontrelled water
supply may be measuved only by the intersst that the sporteman or the lend owner
may have in waterfowl conservation and the extent to which he may wlek to support
the proposal with tdme, lebor; and funds, There ic plenty of water, sud some have
mtmm«mmmmu@mmmnmmummmam
for the shooting season by the use of pamps, dike, and ditch,

There is still snother problss that merits attention se it relates to
the production of meore food for waterfowl ir this distrlet -« to find & short scssom
crop that will mature sultsble sesds or root structures in the growing period bee
tween the usuel Jume rise in the river and the fall arrival of ithe ducks in mi-
gration, n;nuum,p.mwgrmrwmum'ww* It a
povennial erop is used, &t will needs be one that s survive & period of Lwusde-
tiom.

It 1s uot te be usderstood that there s mo mative food at all for water-
fovl in this distriet of submerginel lande, lskes, ponds, and sloughs, There are
smaller fields, corners, ncoks tast are not pestured sud smaller bodies of weter
that sre not infested by the carp. In these situstions we {ind surviving remcants
of plant specles that werse probably once slundant - mmly the Tapute
(Ssgittaria), Bur Reed (Sparganiug), Weter Plantain (Alipms), =nd on aquatic
Polygonun (B amphibium). There ere also, ou the cultivated lands, waste patches
of native and introduced Polygonums and on the bey lands a considerable screage of
swale sedge (Cerex lynchyal), which grows fresh and green after the fsll mowlag.
The pastures, however, furmish but little duck food. They are usually prstty foul
with weeds, seeded by the spreading waters at the time of overflow, Particularly
obtwusive in late summer are two species of Helepium. Submersed sguatics have almost
entirely disappeared {rom the ponds, ;

The lower Columbia river district has long been a gumnerts paradise
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by reascm of its carlier abundsuee of desiveble waterfowl. Island from the ses,

it her fewer of the shore ducks then the coastel regiom snd, in addition, receives
flights from the hinterland, down the water lame of the Columdia, It is not evi~
dent thet many ducks eross the Cascades from the interior plains into the Puget

Souné country. '

In earlisr yezrs this sportemasn's parvedise was devesisted by the mar-
ket hunter, who killed by the boat load, and the reckless guaner who shot to see
the birds fall, Wore recontly practieally all of the shooting is dome en balted
propises, m.awamawmwaxmmm,mwmmm
under trespass luws, The greater mumbers of these src Portland business men. Some-
mmmmtvmuuamowamamamm;uumm
mh.nm@ithmmmwummdmmmm
expence of the sporting venture. Then there is the sirictly commercisl duck club,
under a mansgement that sells the slooting rights by the seasom, or by the day,
with profit %o the manager, x:wermmzumawmmmm
 your arousd, to care for the property and perheps raise a flock of decoys. But
most the shooting orgenizations have s men to watch and feed during the opon season
W,MWMM&W@&»“W-

The Uolumbia river district must depend more upon northern flights of
saterfowl in its shooting season than does the Puget Sound country, For while
mumu&mwmm‘mn'ﬁmmmmmnmmma,m
tieularly, high water stages in the Columbis flood plein are & hazard to nesting.
In the open season of 1934 concemtration of ducks aboul the lower Columbia was at
laast as great as the provious seascn, snd was reported by most ohservers to have been
 hoavier than for several yesrs, In contacting Sauvies Iskand snd sdjacent terri-
tory at many points during the food resource survey in August and Seplémber, we
%Mmman.
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By direct contact with meny of the duck clubs between Portland end
the sea, and through correspondence with others, we have succeeded in enlisting
the cooperation of sbout sixty groups from this district im reporting on their
shooting logs for the past season, ass well ss offering constructive criticism.
Some, perhaps meny others have reported only to the office at Washlmgton, Dy C.,
on blanks furnished with the federal beiting permit. The number of reports e
have, however, should give a good cross section of the waterfowl situation et
.ghiz time, when the recent post-season survey or census is also t;ksa inte
account.,

In the lists of federal baiting permits issued to gunners im the lower
{¢lumbis district - three counties on the Oregon side snd three om the Washington
gide « were 86 pernité to clubs or ether groups of two or more individuals., By
coincidence, an eiual number was issued in the name of ome persom omly,
From our knowledge of the field, it 1# certain that many of these permittees did
not bait at a1l during the seasom, or at most did not feed contimuously., But,
at that, the numbers of birds teken in the seeson, as reported by the 60 coopera-
ting clubs, will be considerably short of the total kill, The following SUBBAry
will perhaps have its greatest value in the comparisons of speciest

Percentage, ducks only
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It should be notéd here thut practileally all of the Camvesback wers
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taken sbout ome smell lake om the Oregon side of the Columbiam, near the mouth,
and that this lake with one other, about Z0 miles southwest of Portland, has
nearly all the ducks of this species observed or reported in western Oregon-
Washington, The Bluebills also, in this summsry, were mostly from the coast
north and south of the mouth of the Columbla,

RECOMMENDATIONS i

1, In the beart of the waterfowl concentrstiom and shootiag area of
Beuvies Island, a few mliles below Portland, ie Sturgeon Lake, & lﬁrgc body of
weter constituted & refuge by tho.Stato Gome Commission of Oregon. Its value
&5 such had depreciated comsiderably in recent years om account af the mctivities
of & tci gunnnra whose holdings project some distance into the lske proper - Coom
Point, Holman Foint, and Horse-shoe Island. From the standpolnt of this report,
we heartily commend plans now om foot to secure a cession of the Btate rights and
te parchase the small and objectionsble private holdings (ses map of the proposal).

2. It is evident thet the Canvasbeck ducks are om their last legs (amd
wings) im the Oregom-Washingten coest country, Comparison of present very small
nusbers with much greater numbers of record, suggests that the species be fully
protected for some years. Also, to foster incresse, it appesrs desirable that
the two small "Cepvasback lakes® mentioned in,ﬁbs shooting survey, this report,
be in some way dnaignatod as nanctuariea where the birds mey be tod iz season,
ir n»c.;nary, and safeguarded sgainst the shooting incident to tawing their tpocio;.

8. lAnent the ‘general and urfavorsble eritician of duck elubs hy "out-
side" shooters and by the larger sporiemen's asscclations, it is probably better
- for the wildfowl that this system of gunning be continued. 45 cusiodlan of these
game birds, the federal government has not snough ducks to go arcund if the general
shooting public were inmvitsd to sit im, with no tables reserved. Tuls may not
seem to be democratic, but whet are we to do with a fading resource that must be
perpetuated and, in our presemt knowledge, can not be kept up by ertificial propa-
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gation?

In this commection, we Believe that the duck clube should be held to
etricter zccounting of thelr privilegi end as & first step be roquircd.to incore
porste and pay & lederal club license, defining their responsitilities ond estabe
lishing thelr shooting locatlons. Further, if commercial shoting for the profit of
& promoter cen be eliminsted from the club system, conservation of waterfoul Qill
have scored uncther point.

4. Tor the sake of the gunner's own self-esteen as # marksgan; =8 &
better break for the ducks; to discoursge reciless ;hneting, with iﬁa harvest of
erippled birds; znd es & sporting gesture to cur f#lends on the Csnadisn side, |
we should bury the automatic shotgun end confine ourselves to the 2-shot or, at ﬁoat. 2
the B-shot fowling piece. | ‘

8. From the ndverse critleism thet hes been glven certsin festures ét the
shooting reports roguésted or required by the federal custedlenship, it would ceem
best to aﬁinﬂ these in the objectioneble perticulers called to our attention., Bure
densome re viremenbs are not kindly tolerated 57 the sverage uportsmesn, who 1s
usuelly out for recrvatlion and freedos Crom brein stress for a time, ind the
bother of 1t sll does rot meke 1t ecsler to secure his heerty voluntery cooperation.

BRegpectfully Submitted,

o 1/ A

Associate Blologist.
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