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·mearly half a century ago , Lad.d' s Addition out beyond 
Hawthorne Avenuo on the east side was the home of one of the world' s • 
gr"at sone "hiri1 , .. . Spe.rnpoly a~ ·t.led ...,.t ·tho ti.me , the fields were 

open and grassy. Durizt...g ~ho runny npring morninp:s , l;>ird lovers 

were bent on·wand ri J6 about liotanina to the skylark whose music 
had inspired eol':"e of t'10 ereatest poets in +he world. Thia field 
of the bird lovore and the aky'L~rk has loag pa.Gt , but it is a story 

-
remembered by mo.;oy of ·t11 0 oldE'r :rasiderd;o. 

Ono morniv~ in P.pril , r otood watching ~t the edge of 
this half wild park. A skiJlerk rose and started winging slowly 
up , beginni11g to ein.g -os he_wont. Uo circled ovenly in s big 
spiral , his oong keeping pace a.nd varying from a cleer musical 

whistling to a series of liquid trills , then quick ecstatic notos 
from -

as if something stirred him within and quickened his 4uivering 
wings to ascend higher enQ. higher in~o the smishina and tha clouds. 
My eyes followed the lifted hoad ruld. liro.pid tones up into thtJ 
blue until they were lost. I stooii waitl1v·. A speck n.ppeared in 

the Sky a.."l'.ld the birn 'began coming dom , unwinding i ta spiral and 

still dropping its lilting mnsio u.S i~ floated graa3f11.ll.y earth-
ward . When some hundred feet t::bove me . t .1e sonc sof·tened , stopped , 
G.llil. the bird _droppod t-0 t~ grase ~dth 4;ha veJooit"'.'f of an a.rro't'!. 

I almost felt as if' earth and sky arol."1..nd me had become a big eta.go 
and I httd been listening to a great a.rti£Jt who hnd lifted me \11th 
him as be soar~d end sang. From earth to sky end back a~ain , !ho 

joyous notes kao:pi?lB time W.i th the Winge , made !'L perfect ]?Grfor-

fl an.co. 



- 2-

I pondered on t oour86 and optimism of this little 
wan.darer of the old world Who by no desire of his own had landed 

on the far Pacific Coast. I wondered if ma perhaps he had been 

pieroing t'.h skio l~ suppl outing :10 go~s to let his ings carry 
him ome a1n. I al ... oat ,1 be ~ a ir.a. b ck h r • but not by 

the long dreary ronta of cramped bo::z: with many aompanions in the 

steerage of a V1:; el · • ' into u ._tuffy noisy baggage oar 

e.nd whisze aoroes ig coan,j - to nd i iih - 1 box upset , no 

food and n w Gr, ~ ly al.iv • ·1 ut c t at blao'k p'ILviic; unent 

had come this silv ry off ring t ·y ears. 

A f w de.;,r .a.tar I ou ... t out th s1cylar"..t sin. I saw 

the moth r drop into t11a gra.ss naur tho canter of the field a'ld 

edgin olos r , a sh ow lar d out 9.lld flo~ 'O....V• Sh bad slipped 

from .sr nee • It r. a built muoh like that of a moadowlar • o.nd 

there were thr~ spotted s in it. lt aw thr·· 1:t.. Par-

haps the E"Jr.yl ~ 'lt · oul 11 v 11ere an~ liKe it. 

About a ~ k l ~ar I found t1rae nsk~ nestlings. On my 

noxt visit at. I nearod the place . 1 saw a. og os1ng about in the 

grass, d :f rt u I had a r. rionition of 

di sast r awl hurri ov r to th ot. ~he est h b dug out 
and the yOt".11;3 ird" ·111 • I d foreboding .. h ·(; t.ue skylarks 

might have an u ,_ ill time cetti:n start d in t~'li uow t17. 

'I c1• so 11" z·oving o G do,... for f ... 

birds 'that t a -·ro~ ~1 t :it o ld .. oem tllmost impos-

ible for fe ne ootr13r to_ get a start d thrive. v n t ough 

ixty pairs had been introduoed and seattere~ around the regions 

o ortl d, Gras :iam., ana. Salam t on9 ti • those t at survived. 

oul t o f to start a raaa. 



• 
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At home , lauds arvensie, lover•of the cultivated fiolds , 

1s a common dweller thro1'.ghou1i muoh of Europe and Asia. It is 

foand in open spaces, commons, downs, and mountain slopes, but more 

eepooially in cultivei.te . nrcu: B, l aviu gr atl;l increo.Eftd in n 

bers and range with t e wide spread of agriottltural movemen In 
' fact , it is reported that 1t is probably the most abundant bird 

in weltorn Euror,c. 
rom earl., .Ji:;rl:- g un ,iJ. mi - tlM111er they t;.re spr1Ja<1. here 

and thero thr u~.out west eraa~ e 1a~d in rearing •heir youn~. 

of which there nro ueu .lly f'<lYer 1. broods. ~ Sspta~'h<lr they com-

menco to con(p.'<!Ge c :J.n f:1ool~ , of on of anormous munbers, and to 

range ab~ut t: .. o countr;; i11 nearoh o:f' food. In the more northern 

portions of .thoir ha ,1 ta-t. , ~1 "'Y '.ppmir to be "1lt1rely mir;ratory , 

departing for tho <Jou1h on th" ..t<•vent of severe we~.ther. But in 

England and tba Con inont t ""Ji t.: rG not whol!~r ao , f.or t";h!le the 

majority are . ai in t.h old , t: , oath r. evid"ntl~ northarn birds 

.may be found in var.j.ous l nali ties. l)n,..ing ;hE'se fttll migrations 

the bi ms often come, as on the a.st cosats o:f Sootland and England, 

in a oonti nnom;: 

bers re simply inoalculable. t snoh ti e t J')V are snared and 

nottod by thou~cnds , r d V n hundreds Of 1bOUSa.t:'t s. for food. 

Great quanti tiaa s.ro s d.pped to ari end J,,ondon open rr. rli::ets . and 

oth r largo o:t .... ier;. It iB a 188 aero of tr o :f.nnooonta t, .t t would 

seem to th.re on .. iill s)oc 1 I? with ext.! net.ion. T oi "':' :rood oo:n-

sists prl ci ally o~ s ads of gral.n and ild pla.~ts. and suoh awar s 

of filea.nars might ventn.ol!y ola n t·~a l ialde clown to st rvation. 

The slryla.rk en ·ure"' oon..,tno c;,11t ratldily ml is a fo.vorito 
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cage bird. It sines froely and dolightful ly for a good par t of 

the year. When rear ed from a nestlil:'.lg , i t beoomos 3entle and af-

other 1)J.rdr;. If truccn wllon adult it- o:f-t,,:n }>inos and di oa. 

A good r~ yea:r:s a.go , '"r. c. F . Pfiugor had the droam 

of import:mg am er:tablisll.ing f1 n· :mbar of Eu.rop an bird spoci s 

into tha ~state of O:raeon. .Per:t ~s ri11;;smGri zed oy his zse.l and en-

h i m who also rantod to hear "Lrw ~on0 i.i of th~ birds oi their child-

hood. From l88B 011 for 1;wauty- fiva years , th records show the 

ti rale os enerw a:lii oagdl'IJ.t: ~e o: Lr . P:f'luge:r "'l.d. hia i'rionda who 

contribut3d lOJi~llji ·~o -:,ld.n oau.A3. 

In 1907 . n1,101ioeJt years after this group ot enthU3ie.sta 

with s. Fal lows aa l>re.~idcnt, Halph .uoyt an 1reaau.rer, snd c. F. 

Pfl ugor as Saoretary. 

Earl~ JX..Jorim01:1t;,;) • i tl.. im orting n1g11tln~ales a.nd mool.rer a 

100 not proved sucocHiai'tl.l, but t110 akyltir:.: fared better at first . 

In fa.at . the ril31:n amblti on of tho Club bsoa.roa to stock tla Stata 

of Oregon with &tyl :-.LI·ks. On J ovel!ibar lE> , 1~07 , sixty pairs of 

skylarks and a 'faw ac~ttaring J) lnJ o.r tlirtH:ih0s , chc.: .. ffinohes and 

for th.i~3 orde1· ~as v264. 70 , and lt VJa.O :u.1.l;t one of many. 
. 

Tho 2~r·1.;l\;.l.i;1d SO.L"i$ 'Bira Cluh n~arly su.aceeflod i:r~ ostab-

1.1.sning the ~ylark in tho I,!Je;ions arouz1d Portland , Gresham, and. 

~alem, WJ.d at one 'vlme the bi 11\ls :tire l'tlport ed s.s numerouc 1.rt tho. 
I 

Umpqu.a Valley , ar.Ld i 'l ; i.drioa a::.1.tl. ".''afihin ·ton. Jo1t.1ties. It is 1 now:n 

that -they ~xisted iu these r(lgions :for somo t·aenty to twonty- fiva 



years. Finally their volces faded u.v;ay u.rul ·Lh0re have beon no 

recorda,f.or a good many years. 

This 16 the typiccl. il.istor';V of imi;ortations of tho sky-

on tho oastor.a ooaot . in Clncln.nati , in .SP.ntu. Cruz. Califo:r.nig, 

and ~.t'Ou.nd 1:r1otori..1, ?. . c. It is °'"lid ths,t thero ie not s, £kylark 

1n the coun:t:.i:y tod.&-,y. 

1hnre a.r$ t 1-!iatrt h"io f :r(}Upl) of thcraght oifi lntrod,ucine 

and transplanting roreign birJ.s. Ono of theao , tho oi..,nacrvati vo , 

ropremm.ted by t:iuoh eminent s-tua.ents fie Joseph Grinnell, believes 

in preserving dt ,~11 oo&ts our native birds antl calls o.tte.n.tion to 

nothing uore than disease t:LYld disaster. G'ohn 1 hll.li:ps , uls o a 0011-

anything from a but·~on qu&ll .to un ostriok vJi ·1,;hout auy regard to 

the general sui tu.bili ty of th(:J Bp~ciea. '' Ht> Rlno states· _hat thJIP.!'!f 

ara vary fe<;: .-peel.es ·~ha <Jal" or· will got a footbola in '..,'.his country. 

Ttio oruo:x.ious exaaptlon.s fll.rG tho ~uro:pean starling one. tho English 

sparrow , tho . formgr oi:' which has not y:r-;t reached the :facific Ooar't , 

the latter of vvhich Ii.as about '1 ts.ken i;hll w.1:1ola '\l,orlrc. " 

tut iio 'the ~k~la.r1t--

iha deep blu.e i.;hou ".'tingost , 
' 

And. ~inging ctill doet soar, 
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