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WHEN THE SKYTARK SANG IN PORTILAND
, &
William L. Finley

‘Hearly half a century sgo, 'Lau/'n Addition out beyond
Hawthorne Avenuo on the east side was the home of one of the world's
| great song birde. Spersgely settled at the time, the fields were

open and grassy. Dnring the sunny spring mornings, bird lovers
were bent en'wendoﬁng sbout listening to the skylark whose musie
had inspired ;om of the greatest poets in the worlé. This fileld
of the bird lovers and the skylark has long past, but it is a story
remembered by manmy of the older residente. |

One morning in April, I stood watching et the edge of
this half wild park. A skylerk rose and started winging slpwly
up, 'bog:lnning to sing as he went. FHe eircled evenly in a big .
/8piral, his song keeping pao- and varying from a cleer musieal ,
’uhist.'u.ng to & series of liquid trills, thon quick ecstatic notes
as if something stirred m:f;?tun and quickened his guivering
wings to ascend higher end higher into the sunshine and the clouds.
My eyes follond the lifted hod and limpid tones up into the
blue until they vere lost. I gtood waiting. A mck appeared in
~the sky and the bird began coming down, unwinding its spiral and
stul dropping its lilting music as if floated gracefully earth-
ward. Vhen gsome hundred feet shove me, the song softened, etoppod,
and the bird dropped o the grase with the veloeity of an arrow.
I almost folt as 1f earth and sky around me had become & big stege
axd I had been listening to a great artist who had 1ifted me with
him as he soared and seng. From earth to sky end back again, fhe
Joyous notes keeping time wifh the wings, made a perfaect perforu#
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At home, Alsuda srvensis, lover'of the cultivated fields,
is a oom;n dweller threugho&!: much of Europe and Asia. It is
found in open spaces, oqnons, aouns. and mnntain slopes, but moro |
upeeislly in cultivated areas, hurin(- greatly increased in nume
bers and range with the wide spreed of agricultural movements In
fact, 1t is Teported that i# is probably the most sbundsnt bird
in ultom Europe. | v .

rrom early spring until mid-summer thoy are spread here
,_and theros threughout we.st areas e@gagad m rearing thoir young,
of wh;lah there are ususlly seversl broods. By Soptember they con-
monoo»to' congregate in fiooks, offeh of enormous numbers, and rt'ro
range about the country in search of food. In the more lnorthern
portions of their habitat, they appear to be entirely migratory,
dopa.rtfng for the South on vthe agdvent of severs weather. But in
Englend and the Continent they are not wholly so, for vhile the
majority are absent in the coldest weither. ovidpntly _,nérthern birds
may be found in various localities. During these fall migrations
the birds often comb. as on the veast coasts of Scotland and England,
in a continuous stream for several daye at a time until tho bokeii
" _bers are simply 1mélon1a’blo.‘ At such times th'oy‘aro snared and
netted by thousends, snd even hundreds of thousands, for food.

Great quantities sre shippe{l to Paris snd Iondon open markets, and
other large oities. It is & maseacre of the innocents thet would

: aeeavte threaton the specles with extinetion. Their‘féod GOn=

siegts prinecipally of seeds of grain and wild plaﬁts. .and au&h swarms
of gleaners might eventually clesn the fields down o0 starvation.

‘fh_e skylark endurec confinement readily and is & favorite
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cage bird. It sings froely ani dolightfully for a good part of
the year. When reared from s mestling, it becomes gentle and af-
fectionate and has tho wocker's power of imitating the songs of -
other birds. If taken when adult it often pines snd dies.

A good many years ago, !Mrs. C. F. Pfluger had the dream
of importing ani establishing s number of Buropean bird species
into the State of Oregon. PFerhaps masmerisoé by his zesl and en-

thusiasm were meny nemes among pionser familiss assoclated with

- him who algo wanted 0 hear the songs of the birds of their g¢hild-

hood._ Frem 1888 on for-twanty-tivo—yaara, the records show the
tirsless energy and eagermess of lir. Pfluger end his friends who

_contribntad 1oyally 10 this cause.

In 1907 ninetscn years after this group of enthusiasts
nei startsl thelr veaturs, tho Portlani Song Bird Club was formed,

‘with B. Fallows as President, Ralph iioyt as Ireasurer, and C. F.

Pfluger as Secretlarye. :

Barly experiments with importing nightingales and mockers
had not proved sncooaggni, but the skylark fared better at firste
In fact, the main ambition of the Club became to stock the State
of Oregon with skylarks. On November 18, 1907, sixty pairs of
skylarks and a tsﬁ seattering pairs of thrushes, chaffinches and\
gol&fihohes were ordered from an o#storn importing firm. The bill
for this orﬂcr was @264.70 end 1t was only* one of many,

The Portland Song Biri Club nearly sacceeded in estdb- :
lighing tha deylark in the regions around Portland, Gresham, and

Salom, and at one time the birds were reported as nnmoroua in the

Umpgua Valley. and in Marioa sad ?aahington Countles. It is kmown

that they existed in these regions for some twenty to twenty-five
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