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THE FISﬁIﬂG HABITS OF THE BRO PELICAN

The Californis brown pelicans nest on the islands off the

southern coast of Celifornia. After the nasting season in the summer

and fall these birds move north up the coastline and spend several

months fishing as far as the mouth of the Columbia River. It is very

aifferans from the white peliean that nests in the lske region af
sonthe:n Oragona'

| Although heavy and elumsy in shape, the brewn pelican
is as expert as the kingfisher at diving.  He has & large ikinny bag
thet hangs from the lower psrt of his bill, and this is eapable of
holding sovéralnqaarts,when it is distended. When not in use this
sac is contracted so that it occupies very little spece.

The white pelicsn swims slong and up-ends in a school
of fish, using bis pouch like & dip-net. It wes formerly thought
thet this big pouch served to convey live fish swimming in water o
the 1ittle pelicans in the nest. But, as Audubon remsrked long 2g0,
it is déﬁﬁtfu; wﬁather a pelican eénld fly 2t all with his burden f
so out of~trim; The young are fsd with the partially digested fish
from the orops of the parenta. :

£ A Prom & height of thirty or fcrty feat the brown pel-
ican &repg i@te.a gchool of small fish and rises to the surface with
pouch filiadiuithgfish snd water. As the diver stretches and draws
his neek étraight up, the water runs out and the fish are left. The
hsad is ﬂhrotn bael: and the whole cateh ig swallowed at one gulp.
But ths pellcan daos not fish for hiasalf slone, for he is gemerally
followcé by anc or more thieving gulls.

" One day while standing on & uharf in southern California

1 saw a{hxeig pelican flapping slong with a pair of gulle a few feet
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behind. A mﬂmant later the big bird spied a fis :
stroke of his wing he gignsd to dive. He gathered speed as he qut -

and, with wings pertly closed and rigid, ke hit the water with}a
resounding splash. The lower mannible of his bill contracted and he
‘Opean his pouch that held 28 mueh water as the weight of his bodye
He came 1o the snrface and was in & helpless condition till the na&a
ran oute At this moment he was pounced upon by the swift-moving
gulls. They dipped into his pouch and snatched the fish, and were
away before the slow neliean could rataliate.

At another time I saw a band of pelicans hovering. over
a sehool of fish. They rose from the surface, swung around until
about twenty feet above, and two or three of them dropped into the
water at a time. A flook of twenty gulls was f£luttering around to
pounce upon every pelican that dove. Tha instant one dreppcd and
came up with s fish he was surrounded by a bunch of gulls, each

sorambling to gst s nose in the pelican's big fish=-bage
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