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MALIIEUR B:LITZEii • SUF ER 'T1:.RlI'01L RJ!;Sr.:RVATIO.M 

Ding Durling Gets His First View of This Vast Area 
Hestored 'f:or Birds 

lheoo ildlifo Articles Are Written 
by 

Ve L. Fiitl.ay. ~c . D •• and Ed F. Averill 

he tdmed hlo tlamara ri15ht tu.id. ... of·& at different d.uak :fsnil:lac 

awiimlling' iu o.nil out a.".llor.ig tho roods. It vts.s his first sic;ht of 

J.. U. (Dint 1 DarJ.i.llf" ~l"e~ up :!.L the midd lo Wost v here 
~ 

ha hunted ducks ir:om boyhoo~~. :i1:i..1.Gl1 t1.f' thi;? pcli.'l(:S rid lo,,t.c:J dried 

up and v.ateriowl va.nirihad , he w•:tr.:. a;;-;a,kanec, to thoir loss. Ho 

flooded the pexiudicala 01 the aoru.r'1.1ry v:,i th asrtoons of eooro:z 

o:f gunners Cl.r:iv 1n0' a bead on n lor el-y mo.llt.ird. Fo-r JG rs b3 fought 

lution kept on nitlkiIJP' lcr. ar. 

take tho position as Chief of· the Biologlor,1 $Qrvey. He accc1Jted 
in s.rch l.934 , 

the posi t1o:v. at a ei·erit perBOW;i,l f:HW17 ifice ..i.nd .Cor a ;;·oo.r rmd a 

half' devoted his enti:r.·e '.;ime to the o.:usa o! "'.'?ilcllife 1"JOnoe1""Ve.tion. -
Durine this period mora has been a.ocomrilished than 1:..1 the fifteen 
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1ears previous. 

The story of Malheur Lake is typical of the unfortu-

nate situation of waterfowl throughout rrorth America.. This wa.a 

established as a ~ederal rc8el'Vation by Sneoial Executive Ordor 

of 'resident Theodore Roosevelt on A.uguat 18. 1908. The whole 

ar ea was "set scid0 for t 10 use of th Uo <Jarw~nt o:f .. \:;rict..1 ture 

as a prosorvo ·1nd brt.GdiW" r<-r und for 1Lati va birds. n ... eforo this 

it hac! boon tho rendezvous fO":' plumo hunter· .ho clo.u.ghtercd 

various birds du:rinp: the braedin~"l' oen.son for tho milliner.- mar-

ket. From now on. alh,mr l~() 1.-:ould supJ.1ly '\:7 te:- . owl to haip 

stock tha i.?holo 10.cifia Coo.st. 

ITert ·1,,0 q·1e<:>tio.n a.roce as to '1.11.0 ov.nad the bod of !.o.1-

heur L:1ke . tho 3tt:.te of O:ro~o-.1 or ho Uni tel'.!. itato"'. '\. bill \'O.S 

initiated f'or ... ho cal e o: · ho binlc. trru10l'arriI18 S..."lJ ··.n~orent -• 

birds over to tho govori11::r.ent bec1:.us~) i wa:..., equip .ad to t.~ .narc 

of breodincr areas. 

llut a bunoh of sottlarn ~ ... ml promotors from tho loJ~o 

region ra1aod tho battle-or .. - o:t' nBirets or Rubiof.l . ' ich?n Tho 

babieo \ion. Or did they? ~ho pinture of '31l!nJ..i i'J.atc ::-.. nd de-

sertod aab~~no told l tG ov.n BtO!'";'• 

ith tho cot.iur. of' th£~ JMCI promotor,. v more ineidious 

disea.uo fell urcn tho teathere". reridente of' the lake. lie was a. 

oarlkcr in neturo ' s oolnnaed cyotam. a Gchemer -wLo !)orsuaded l1tate 

and oounty gover..1manto that vaca..~t dcoert landa could be tµrne~ 

into prosperous fG.rma , t 1at ponds n.ncl me.r8hes conld be a.r~ined 

and add agricultural wealth tc tho commuuities. 

In this period , civic orCTanizations, chambers of com-
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meroo , ond oven the railroads foll in with the idea o:f inducing 

settlora from the middle ... est ond East to como out and locate on 

r etllainilll! public lands throughout the dry sagebrush country and 

eapocially in the sub-rru;.rgj nal ares.s . Co.nmon sense would have 

told ev en a casual obaerv(\r thnt ::he so 1T'ero not :t'i t -to ~u:pport 

:fal:nili<ls. 

~o thia nromotion f~var swapt throuph tha waste1~1 

country, eatiw.,. dWa.;1 i;he :faodinr; an.Cl nesting plo.c(Js of the .u:igra-

tory flocks. 1utvr bi..:cl.a could no i; live Without homes. 1I1h1.J 

false land pro:iotion us nr:. e :li or.lie tr1 .. t would not moi·ely k~11 

a fow birdo for th ir plum0B, but it '\'iould ttll e ever., th:lng in 

1 ts w. y . \.ml ·woe unto t· rn ne .. ci; ~a.t1eration. 

Th picture that ..t.Ollo .. of 1.1his pro •. 1otion 11.urrii ' .. as 

standing xpect~•.ri.tly au ;ho ''back cJ.oor , aileut a0hool .uouses with 

owln roosting 1.1. t'i1e 'bol:fri aa . wind blo ing Sc;. 1d straight aoroos 

the bleak .s 'UCH:Hl- lon ly , lonely. lt wail u. pathetic ndin(; o:f 

River t" ..... t lo -3d fro. tho nor :i.1 nd .;h~ l:t 1:..Al ·:ro.1 th coi.r~h. 

i.n a sori .... 

ll tlit, 11 t r ·., :._, t en out .i or iL'..,.~i · t ... o.n. J he 

lu.. • 't"ri.. tho at wate .... meant death to· 

tho -v.e.terfowl. 

sh3d by r. DJ.rling • t'1 \'V 1 ter bs · .1 cruepL.1t:., ou" over .:;rw bed of 

the la-.. e. In tho fall tha u.ucks amJ g..,esa had a great 'Jolobration .. 
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!O\., thin u ur .. irl v Ju ping a.round th lt 1.. ....nd in 

tho litzen Va 107 , tl i... ur~· is headed :foJ. e routcst 

wo.tsrfowl rei'u 'l in t•1e ountry. Stanley Je't1ett, .ho ia steeped 

in ·ha bird tre.eedi a o alh ur , io auperinton·ont. It ' o a 

naw era -.;: i th. cqc rJOy • ;or iug c.1 J. .::.W....tu .. -:t rs ... .il.ildine , _ v 

d · r ·cl .in tJ. f nee .... ro :u h J hol.-i '.)rdor for i.. 

aanctuarJ i iot ad or otoc~ Jard. These oung fellowo re et-

ting o. d.1£ '11' .... ~ ..,1: rt on tho .ior d nd .iok out 0 9 thi kind 

Of YJildli.' • h. mo 1t ~ m or ·111 1.,, b nding uc o out in tho 

11 i:r.:.d a o .... otaor 1,1ra.o. 

'1lh .ux tho 

unfortun~tc LG ut l u..rni 1 to .. r c m. 
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