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Assault on Yellowstone _....,.._ -
"It har dly seems rossible that Congress ·,yill 

ion of Yellowstone National Park but that is just 
clares Dr . Preston Bradley , Chicago, past preside 
the Izaak Wal ton League . 

the State of Montana a port-
w' at H.R.6975 would permit, 11 de-
t and now president emeritus of 

Introduced by Congressman O'Connor of E1ontana , the bill proposes to take cer-
tain lands now within the boundaries of Y!?1lowstone a.r.d convey all the right, title 
and interest of the United States in an<;l; to such lands to the State of Montana . 

The House Committee on Fubl ic Lands has f.:i.vorably reported ou.t the bill, accom-
panying it with a letter from Secr<>tary of the Interior Ickes advisin; against enact-
~;; ent of the bill on the ground tMt the area is of national park caliber, that it is 
needed for protection of wildlife, and that 11 it is being put to the best possible 
use for the benefit of the nation as a whole." 

"Unfamiliar though we are with the motives back of H.R .6975, we resent this 
attempted raid on the first and greatest of our national p..<.rks," Di. Bradley contin-
ues . "The argument sometimes raised of returning needed lands to the state does not 
0btain in this case for Yellowstone Park was created and its boundaries established 
before the State of ~ontana , as such, existed. Passage of the bill would in fact be 
giving to Montana for undisclosed purposes :t•art of the land dedicated by Congress 
in 1872 as a '"Public park or pleasuring-ground for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the r ·3 ople.11 1 

·write your congressmen and senators and urge them to vote against this vicious 
bill. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

F'l ood .Qontrol fams Spel 1 Ruin for Salmon Industry 

"With completion of the flood control project on the Willamette river in Oregon, 
the Columbia river salmon industry faces well nigh complete ruination, 11 according to 
William L. Finley of Portland , noted nataralist and national vice president of the 
Izaak ·walton League. · 

11 The Chinook Salmon runs of the Colnmbin. river represent the most valuable fish 
re-s-ources in merica -- perhaps in the world. As o. food surply they represent an 
industry of more than 10 million dollars annually, supporting thousands of families, 
and this in spite of the fact that the r uns have been gradnally decreasing on the 
upper Columbia, whe r e dams, pollution and irrigation ditches have raised so much 
havoc as to make the industry on that part of the river almost a memory. 

11 The best remaining spawning area is the tributary, the Willn.mette, which is 
apparently doomed to go tho same route, all in the name of flood control, in order 
to obtain federal pork moniesJ lu.r~y at the expense of the more ponulous states, 
to the tune of more than 100 mill ion dollars, and to add to the fast growing number 
of aquatic monstrosities being heaped upon the nation. 

"To justify the project on tho grounds that it will protect farmers and other 
land owners a.long the river from being do.ma.god by flood waters doesn't make sense. 
The Engineers' study indioa ted that the largest reported floods on the upper 



Willamette occurre d during De ce mber 1861, January 1881 and Feb ruary 1890 - all dur-
ing win t e r months. Floods on the main stroam usually occur b e t ween November and 
1"ar ch, t he ma.in flood wate r be l ow Oregon City be ing bo.ck- wate r fr om annual fr e s hets 
on the Columbia. and t her efor e hav i ng nothing to do wi th t he uppe r Willamette . Since 
floods in the Willamette Valley come dur ing tho wint e r mon-ths t how can there be 
damage to fa.rm crops? 

"From time immemorial we know that river bottoms rogulo.rly covered with silt 
make tho r ichest land for o.gricul tu re o.nd th'3.t on flo.ts covered with rich , sandy 
loam without effort or expense on his part tho fa.rn.er produces his largest and - - · 
finest crop . 

"If their honest opini on wa.s o.skod , tho farmers o.nd ~~landowners of the 
l'!illo.motte Valley d i d not start this agi ta ticn for flood control n.nd do not want it • . 
It is indeed high time that the to.xpo.yors of the no.tion found out and called a ha.lt. 11 

Mr . Finley will ask for League acti on on the project n.t the National Convention 
to be held at the Congres s Hotel , Ch ica.go, Ma.r ch 28 , 2 9 a.nd 30, o.t which t i rr.e secr e -
tary of t he Inte r ior I c kes is expected to a.nswor some of the League ' s critic i sm of 
,;:::vo rnmental policies with po.r ticulo.r roi"e r encu to the dis r oga.r d fo r public aqu..i.tic 
r eso urces • 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Guts 

Don ' t be shocked. It is a good , old-fa.shioned~ homely Anglo- Saxon word , denot-
ing cor.ua;:;e , independence 1 resolution. 

The ca.use of conservation is , to a la.rge extent , dependent upon public laws . 
These laws , for their a.dministrn.tion and enforcement , are dependent upon various 
a.gsncies such as public officio.ls , boo.rds , commissions , courts •. Many times and in 
mo.ny situations the fate of conservation lies in the hands of these a.goncies . Laws 
may be ever so good but they a.re not 1 o.s o. rule, self-o.dministering or self- execut-
ing. They are not cmtoma.tic . In the la.st anaJ:ysis , thoy are dependent on the por'°(-., 
sonal element. 

When any person or any group of persons find th0msol vos in o. position where 
their action or decision involves tho p•1blic good , couru.ge , fortitude, resolution 
guts are just as essenti::il o.s thoy a.re in tbr.; s o ldi e r on tho fi r ing lino . Vn.cillo.-
tion , cowa.rdico , irresolution , t r oo.chery on thei. r pa.r t a.re just z"l.s reprehensible as 
is deserti on on the pa.rt of the soldier,, They hold in their ha.nds tho welf~ue of 
the rublic just o.s truly 'J.S does the soldier·. f'or courei.gpous uctic-n they should 
r eceive just a.s grea.t honor·, pr:li'lilo '..l.nd oven glory . Tb: bo.ttlo f'fold is not the 
onl y sto.gc for bra.very . 

Let a.11 conservo.tionists o.nd o.11 such agencies roo.lize those truths . They may 
be home l yt trite and commonplace bu,t neverthol0ss worthy to be const.:rntly in mind . 
It is not essential that such ~goncios control l in~ the destiny of conservution 
should be inspired with a. fiorco , cruso.ding milituncy. Indeed , it would "t!e highly 
imprope r bu t , none tho loss , when situa.ti ons a.rise in which those o.goncies , be they 
high or low. hold in their hands the fate of a.ny phise of conservation, tho public 
welfare demo.nds th;it they h:we tho guts . 

As tho soldier mo.y be c~l od upon to sa.crifico his lif~ , even so these a.gencies 
ma.y ba ca.lled upon to mo.kc serious so.orifices . Our government is so organized thil.t 
this is inevita.ble . But thore is a corresponding duty of the groa.t body of conser-
vationists in this c ountry to~!.£.~ limit every such agency or person con-
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